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THE HISTORY OF THE KING'S 
REGIMENT (LIVERPOOL) 


CHAPTER XXV. 


THE CLOSE OF THE SECOND WINTER IN THE TRENCHES 
AND TRENCH WARFARE UNTIL THE EVE OF 
THE SOMME BATTLES, 1916 


PLUTTERING rifle-fire, the firing of Véry lights which threw a fitful 

glare over the lines of muddy trenches where men had their habitation 

and met death, with here and there an additional salvo of artillery fire, 

or derisive shouts across “No Man’s Land” signalled the dawn of the 
New Year in many sectors in France and Flanders, In others, 1915 merged 
almost imperceptibly into 1916. 

Another dismal year had gone; a year in which several attempts to break 
a way through the enemy’s wire-bound trenches had resulted only in the gain 
of a few yards of ground, the possession of a score of battered and ruined 
villages and a casualty list of appalling length. It is true that heavy losses had 
also been inflicted on the enemy, but in the main, the Allies had little to show for 
the numerous attacks during 1915. Failure had also met the German en- 
deavours to pierce the ring of steel round Ypres, and their treacherous use of 
gas, followed by an equally treacherous use of liquid fire, availed them not at 
all, but only fostered hate and a grim determination to mete out justice to the 
inventors and users of diabolical devices previously unknown among civilised 
nations when at war. 

Pre-war prophets had declared that modern warfare could not last more 
than a few months, but sixteen months had gone and still a decision was as far 
off as ever. Would the New Year bring victory to one side or to the other? 
By the Grace of God that answer was mercifully hidden from us, for even to-day 
the very mention of ‘‘1916” takes the mind back to slaughter hitherto unknown 
—to an appalling holocaust which to that date had no equal in history and had 
no conception in the human brain; the year of the Somme Battles of 1916. 
The year in which the god of war dipped, not merely his hands, but bathed his 
whole body in blood. 

The New Year had scarcely dawned ere changes in the formations of 
brigades and divisions again became frequent. The steady influx of New Army 
divisions into France and Flanders during 1915 had necessitated reorganisation, 
and in these changes the King’s Regiment was involved. During the last month 
of the old year the formation in France of a new division to be composed of 
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West Lancashire Territorial troops was ordered; it was to be named the 55th 
(West Lancashire) T.F. Division. The three infantry brigades were 164th, 
165th and 166th. 

The division was formed at Hallencourt under the command of Major- 
General Jeudwine, the divisional staff arriving on 3rd January. They were 
followed a few days later by those units which were to make up the division. 

The 164th Brigade (previously the 154th Brigade of the sist Division) 
arrived in the Longpré area on the 7th January, the 1/8th King’s billeting at 
Airaines; the other units of the brigade were 1/4th King’s Own R. Lancs., 
1/4th L.N. Lancs. and 2/sth Lancashire Fusiliers. 

The 165th Brigade was an entirely new formation consisting entirely of 
battalions of the King’s Regiment (Liverpool), 1.e., 1/5th from the 6th Infantry 
Brigade, 2nd Division, 1/7th from the 23rd Infantry Brigade, 7th Division, 
1/9th from the 2nd Infantry Brigade, 1st Division, and 1/6th from Lines of 
Communication, Third Army troops. The brigade was formed in the Yonville 
area on 7th January, the 1/sth King’s billeting at Citerne, 1/7th at Neuville 
au Bois, and the 1/9th at Hocquincourt. The 1/6th did not join until 26th 
January when they also billeted at Citerne. Brig.-General F. J. Duncan com- 
manded the 165th Brigade. 

The 166th Brigade was also newly formed and consisted of 1/sth King’s 
Own R. Lancs., 1/10th King’s (Liverpool Scottish), 1/5th South Lancs., and 
1/sth L.N. Lancs. Regiments. The brigade area was Merelessart, the 1/1oth 
King’s billeting at Heucourt and Croquoison. The 55th Division at the end of 
January was still in training in the Hallencourt area. 

In February the 4th King’s were also transferred to another formation, 
1.¢., the 98th Brigade of the 33rd Division. 

The 4th Battalion began the New Year in the 58th Brigade of the 19th 
Division, two companies in billets at Locon, and the other two companies in 
the front-line trenches, Hun Street. But apart from the usual round of trench 
warfare there is little to record, the tedious weeks passed in the front line or in 
back areas, training, being without incident of more than ordinary interest. On 
the 21st February the battalion received orders to join the 98th Brigade of the 
33rd Division on the 25th, and on 24th they left the Laventie area and marched 
to Croix Marmeuse. A move to Béthune was made on 26th, and to Annequin 
South the following day, to reserve billets. On 29th the battalion went into the 
front-line trenches near Cambrin, taking over Z.2 sector from the 19th Royal 
Fusiliers. The weather was snowy and cold, and the trenches wet and muddy— 
a cheerless life. 

Change also affected the 13th King’s of the 8th Brigade, 3rd Division, 
for early in January they were informed—probably to their disgust—that they 
were to become Divisional Pioneers. To stand or sit in the front-line trenches 
with mud in front, mud behind, mud on either side and even splashed all over 
you was one thing, but to have to dig in it and wallow in it, as the unlucky 
Pioneers had to do, was quite another matter. The question of personal danger 
did not enter into the argument; working parties behind the oat lines were 
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just as liable to be knocked out (often were) by shell-fire as the troops who held 
the defences in the forward sectors. But the British soldier is a particularly 
clean person, and there was always something nasty about a Pioneer’s job. 
However, on sth January the 13th King’s arrived in camp at Reninghelst, 
where they relieved the 4th South Lancashire Regiment as Pioneer Battalion 
to the 3rd Division. For the remainder of the month they were working at 
Voormezeele, Kingsway, or in camp. On the 1st February the 8th Brigade was 
relieved in the St. Eloi sector and a few days later the 3rd Division moved back 
into a rest area near St. Omer. The 13th King’s marched out of camp at Rening- 
helst for Poperinghe, where they entrained for Audruicq. On detraining at the 
latter village on 7th they moved to Nortbécourt and Mentque, where they 
remained in billets until the morning of 23rd. On this date, however, to their 
unbounded satisfaction, they left billets at 12 noon and marched to Eperlecques 
where (to use the words of the Battalion Diary) they became “‘no longer Pioneer 
Battalion to 3rd Division and rejoined the 8th Brigade” as fighting infantry. 

On 1st March the brigade moved back to Poperinghe, the 3rd Division 
having taken over front-line trenches including those opposite the Bluff, which 
had recently been captured by the enemy from the 17th Division. On 2nd the 
76th Brigade (3rd Division) attacked the Bluff and recaptured all of the trenches 
lost, but the condition of the line was terrible in the extreme, and when the 
8th Brigade relieved the 76th Brigade on 4th the former Brigade Headquarters 
Diary describes the situation in the following terms: “No gum boots taken 
over. Snowing, trenches in an awful condition after their bombardment and mud 
so bad that in places men had to be pulled out with ropes. All C.T.’s (com- 
munication trenches) have vanished, and one of the battalions reduced to one 
dug-out only. Trenches full of water, very few gum boots and impossible to 
cook in trenches.” 

Into this slough of despond the 13th King’s moved on 4th. On all sides 
dead bodies of British and Germans lay intermingled, the whole place was 
littered with equipment, and hundreds of German grenades were collected. 
Possibly, too, some of the King’s men were mentioned amongst those whom the 
Brigade Diary reports as “bogged up to the waist and unable to move for 
eighteen hours.” 

The remainder of March was pased by the 13th Battalion in and out of 
the front-line trenches in the St. Eloi sector. From Dickebusch, where they 
had spent the 1st and 2nd April, the King’s men moved to “E” Camp Rening- 
helst, on 3rd, and on the following day were transferred to the 9th Brigade 
(3rd Division). 

Thus far the changes which took place in the Regiment in France and 
Flanders early in 1916. 

Turning again to trench warfare during the second half of the winter of 
1915-1916, there is, from the standpoint of general interest, little of outstanding 
importance to record. And yet it is necessary to bridge the gap—nine months— 
which existed between the operations at Loos in September and October, 1915, 
and the Battles of the Somme, 1916, which began on the 1st July of that year. 
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The 1st King’s on 1st January, marched to La Perriére, the 2nd Division 
having been relieved for rest out of the line, From the fortnight’s training which 
followed this move it is possible to glean the coming of the Somme Battles, for 
the men were trained daily in “‘open warfare.” After this period of training the 
battalion went back into the front-line trenches at Givenchy; Festubert, Givenchy 
and Cuinchy seemed, somehow, inseparable from the 1st Battalion. It was in the 
Givenchy sector that on 20th January Battalion Headquarters were heavily 
shelled, one shell demolishing a house nearby, two men being badly wounded. 
The Battalion Medical Officer—Capt. Kerr—and Lieut. G. M. Towers dashed 
across the road to render assistance. The two officers were clearing away bricks 
and rubbish which had fallen on the men when another shell landed in the 
same place, mortally wounding Lieut. Towers, who died as he was being carried 
back to Béthune. 

On the 24th February 6th Brigade Headquarters received orders to 
march (in division) southwards on 25th to relieve part of the 18th French 
Division in the Calonne sector, neat Souchez. At 8.45 a.m. the 1st King’s set 
out on a most difficult march owing to the slippery state of the roads, which 
were frozen hard. The route lay via Petit Sains, Béthune and Noeux les Mines. 
On the 26th three companies of the King’s men relieved the French 32nd 
Regiment in the front line, one company remaining in support. 

Despite the inclement weather, snow lying on the ground, the trenches 
were very comfortable and well constructed—a great improvement on the 
Givenchy sector. Shelling and trench-mortaring were frequent, and the shooting 
of the French Torpees greatly interested the British soldiers. On 8th March 
Lieut.-Colonel Potter was promoted to the rank of Brigadier and left the 
battalion to take over his duties. Major C. Goff then assumed command. On 
18th the brigade was relieved and the 1st King’s moved to Bruay where they 
spent the remainder of the month training. In the early months of 1916 Lewis 
guns were first mentioned in the diaries, and the use of Stokes guns became more 
frequent. 

The Auchy sector, south of the La Bassée Canal, was not a delectable spot 
at any time, but in March, in every kind of weather, rain, frost, snow and sleet, 
it was purgatory. Here, on ist of that month, the 4th King’s (Lieut.-Colonel 
J. W. Allen) with their new comrades of the 98th Brigade, 33rd Division, held 
front-line trenches in Z.1 sub-sector. Billets, when out of the line, were either 
in Annequin or in the barracks, Béthune. About the middle of the month the 
brigade took over the Cuinchy sector in which were included the famous 
Brickstacks. In this sector the 4th Battalion on the 26th carried out a raid on 
the German trenches. The raiders, under Lieut. R. Beck and Second-Lieut. 
H. B. Tripp, crossed “No Man’s Land,” cut the enemy’s wire and entered his 
trenches, bayoneting a German officer. Lieut. Tripp and one man were wounded, 
but otherwise the party returned in safety. The month closed with the battalion 
in reserve billets in Le Quesnoy. 

Early in February the 55th Division relieved the 88th French Territorial 
Division in the front line south-west of Arras. The 165th Brigade was ordered 
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to take over the Wailly sector, the 1/sth and 1/6th King’s relieving French 
troops in the Ficheux sub-sector, and the 1/7th and 1/gth, the 81st Regiment 
holding the Marboeuf sub-sector. The 166th Brigade was also to go into the 
line, relieving the 176th (French) Brigade on the 12th and 13th February. The 
1/10th King’s had an unlucky start. On the morning of 12th they were having 
breakfast at Bellacourt, just prior to going into the trenches, when a shell 
killed two men and wounded six others; Second-Lieut. C. R. Taylor was also 
wounded, The battalion took over trenches in Blamont Ravine and Osiers, 
but no incidents are recorded during the first tour. On the afternoon of 29th the 
enemy shelled the battalion’s first line; two men were killed and one wounded, 
whilst Capt. R. D. Cunningham was severely wounded while digging a man out 
who had been buried in a machine-gun emplacement on which the enemy 
had obtained a direct hit. March was uneventful. 

The 165th Brigade relieved the French on the nights of 14th/15th and 
1§th/16th February. On the 14th the 1/sth King’s took over the front line 
Ficheux sector, the 1/6th being in support. On 15th the 1/7th went into the 
front line in the Marnoeuf sub-sector, the 1/gth acting as the supporting 
battalion. 

The French Territorials had left their trenches in a very bad condition 
and a great deal of work (carried out in wretched weather) was necessary. 
Indeed, the diaries for February and March contain little else but records of 
work done under all sorts of conditions and in all kinds of weather—snow, 
sleet and rain. 

Steel helmets were issued to the troops during those months, and in the 
diary of the 1/sth for 18th March, there is a reference to the difficulty found in 
fitting them. The men found the weight of the new head gear trying and many 
complained of headaches. But better a headache than a bullet, and the steel 
helmets undoubtedly saved the lives of many officers and men. 

At the end of March Lieut.-Colonel J. J. Shute, commanding 1/5th King’s 
Regiment, added the following note to his diary: ‘““The month has been spent 
principally in labouring work and digging, deepening and revetting contributing 
a great part of the work done. There are two things to be noted in connection with 
this part of trench warfare. One is that there is apt to be too much decentral- 
isation and the result is that many communication trenches, etc., are started, 
and one comes back to the trenches days afterwards to find most of the previous 
labour rendered useless owing to falls, heavy rain, etc., and the opening up and 
deepening all (or nearly all) has to be begun again. In addition, it is most 
appravating that trenches are made all ready for boarding, a gully dug in some, 
and everything in order, then the supply of boards fails altogether. A couple 
of days’ rain supervenes and once again hours and days of labour ruined and 
wasted. If those who are responsible in the original instance for the production 
of trench boards—the most useful improvements that have yet been made to 
trench conditions—could come up frequently and see for themselves how easily 
swallowed up are the ‘doles’ of boards sent up for use, it is probable that more 
attention would be paid to this item, and so the disheartening of the men (an 
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important moral consideration) by their often having to laboriously re-dig 


ah once, twice, and sometimes oftener, the same work, would be avoided.” 


This extract from the diary of the 1/5th Battalion is not given because of 
the “grouse” contained in it, but because it throws further light on the conditions 
in the front line during trench warfare. 

From the diaries of the 1/6th (Rifle) Battalion nothing of interest for 
February or March can be culled, while from those of the 1/7th only two 
officer casualties (both wounded) need be recorded, #.e., Capt. T. G. Thompson 
on 16th March and Lieut. W. J. Oatfield on 19th of the same month. 

Command changes are the chief items of interest in the records of the 
1/gth King’s. Lieut.-Colonel F. W. Ramsay left the battalion at the end of 
January to command a brigade, and on gth February Major C. P. James took 
over temporary command until, on 29th, Major C. G. Bradley arrived in order 
to command the battalion. 

It was 2nd of March before the 1/8th (Irish) Battalion took over front-line 
trenches in the Bretencourt sub-sector—their first tour with their new division. 
There was, however, little activity in the line and the days are generally recorded 
as quiet. The battalion usually billeted in Monchiet when out of the forward 
trenches. 

The New Year still found the 14th Division holding a sector of the Ypres 
salient, north of the ruined city; the divisional front line extended from Irish 
Farm, on the right, to the banks of the Yser Canal opposite Farm 14, which 
was in the German lines. The Pioneers of the division (11th King’s Regiment) 
had their Battalion Headquarters at Elverdinghe, whence companies marched 
each day to their work in the trenches, or on a trolley line which the battalion 
was building. There is little to record of this work. At times they came in for 
heavy shelling whilst at work in the forward areas; on the 9th January, for 
instance, three men were killed and eight wounded whilst in the trenches. On 
the 15th Second-Lieut. Waring was wounded. 

The battalion was relieved on 11th and 12th February and was conveyed 
by ‘bus and lorry to Ledringhem, remaining there in camp until 4 p.m. on 19th 
when the Pioneers entrained for Cassel, and on 20th for Longeau. The 14th 
Division was on the move southwards. 

On detraining at Longeau ’buses took the battalion to Villers Bocage, 
where several days were spent in drill and physical training. Other moves 
followed, on 25th to Authieule, to Warluzel on 26th, Fosseux on 28th, to 
Dainville on sth March, and to Arras on 12th, the 14th Division having 
relieved the 33rd French Division in the line from the Scarpe southwards. Work 
on the Arras defences and in the trenches now occupied the Pioneers until the 
end of March. 

The 12th King’s (61st Brigade, 20th Division) were in trenches near Fleur- 
baix on 1st January, 1916. On 2nd an officer’s patrol consisting of Second-Lieut. 
K. J. M. Baines and Sergeant Holden, went out at 2 a.m., crossed “No Man’s 


1The Battalion Diary for March is missing. 
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Land” to the enemy’s wire, but just as they reached the latter German Very 
lights burst in the air revealing the presence of the officer and his N.C.O. Three 
German sentries then fired, wounding Lieut. Baines. The sergeant, followed 
by a party of Germans, then made a gallant effort to get his officer back to the 
trenches, but again the enemy fired, killing Lieut. Baines; the N.C.O. then had 
to retire. Patrol work and work on the defences principally occupied the 
battalion during this tour. On the 11th January, from trenches in Rue Quesnoy, 
the 12th King’s marched to Vieux Berquin, and on 12th to Steenbecque. The 
20th Division had been relieved in the line and was now on the move to the 
Ypres Salient. The 61st Brigade left Steenbecque on the 23rd January for the 
Arneke area, and on the 3rd February marched to Wormhoudt, thence on 13th 
to a camp west of Poperinghe. The 12th King’s moved to the Chateau at Elver- 
dinghe on 21st. On the 23rd February the 61st Brigade relieved the 60th 
Brigade in the front line, the King’s men moving up to the support trenches. 
On the 24th Lieut.-Colonel L. St. C. Nicholson relinquished command of the 
battalion and Major A. N. Vince assumed command. 

The battalion went into the front line on 27th, three men being killed 
and six wounded during relief. The trenches were in a horrible state; they were 
water-logged and there were no dug-outs. An officer of another unit thus 
described the line: “Only Company Headquarters had a certain amount of 
shelter from the weather, the rest had to ‘stick it’ sitting on the fire steps up to 
their knees in water when they were resting.” The guns of both sides were 
continually shelling one another and snipers were everywhere active. On the 
3rd/4th March the battalion was relieved, tours lasting for four days in and four 
out. In a heavy snowstorm the King’s again went into the line on the night of 
7th. On the gth the enemy bombarded the trenches with every kind of shell— 
trench mortars, shrapnel and “whizz bangs’’—killing seven men and wounding 
eleven, the total casualties for the day numbering eight killed and seventeen 
wounded. 

This heavy shelling was characteristic of the Ypres Salient; peace there 
was little by day or by night. On the 28th Lieut. R. M. Thompson, whilst with 
a working party, was badly wounded. The end of March still found the 12th 
King’s in the front line south of Boesinghe. 

New Year’s day, 1916, found all four battalions of the King’s Regiment 
in the 30th Division (then on the Somme) out of the front line. The 18th 
Battalion (21st Brigade) was in billets in Candas, the 17th, 19th and 20th 
(89th Brigade) were in Beaumetz and Prouville, Prouville, and Bernaville 
respectively, At 11.40 a.m. on the 2nd of January, however, the 20th King’s 
marched to Naours for attachment to the goth Brigade. On reaching Naours 
they continued their march on the 3rd to Pont Noyelles, on the 4th to Sailly 
Laurette, and on the sth to Suzanne. 

The next day at 4 p.m. the battalion paraded to march up to the trenches 
and relieve the rst D.C.L.I. The relief began at 5 p.m. and was not finished until 
8.45 p.m. The sector taken over was A.4 at Maricourt. The daylight hours of 
the 7th of January were normal, but at 9.15 p.m. the enemy made a sudden 
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grenade attack on a post at A.P.1 (Trench 28). From twelve to fifteen Germans 
advanced but rapid fire and grenades soon drove them back. A party of the 
King’s men then left their trenches and advanced towards the post, but had to 
retire owing to heavy machine-gun and rifle-fire. In the morning seven dead 
Germans lay in front of the King’s trenches, casualties in the battalion being 
one other rank killed and three wounded. 

At about 9 a.m. (8th) Capt. Douglas Greenshields saw three German 
snipers with pieces of bushes fixed about their heads, crawling through the long 
grass out in “No Man’s Land.” They were evidently bent on taking up a 
position for the day. He shot one and the other two ran away. That night the 
20th Battalion was relieved by the 17th King’s, the former moving back to 
billets in Suzanne. 

Throughout the whole of January the 17th and 20th Battalions relieved 
one another either in front-line trenches or in billets. The month was normal, 
though towards the end, on the 28th, the enemy began a very heavy bombard- 
ment of the 3oth Divisional front and back areas. The 20th Battalion recorded 
that at least 5,000 shells were fired on or over the sub-sector, and Maricourt 
village received special attention. The 20th King’s lost only two men killed 
and two wounded despite the great number of shells fired by the enemy. The 
17th Battalion had two other ranks killed and five wounded. The 19th King’s 
were in billets in Bray and did not suffer any casualties. 

In the 18th King’s (then in the front line) one other rank was killed and 
five wounded. 

On the 29th the enemy attacked the 18th Battalion. Throughout the 
28th the German guns had bombarded the front line, and at 1 a.m. on the 29th 
his artillery again opened fire. At 2 a.m. Capt. Adam reported to Battalion Head- 
eae that rifle-grenade and trench-mortar bombs were raining on his 
orward trenches and saps. Half an hour later the left sub-sector and sap were 
attacked by about 100 Germans, some entering a disused trench (No. 50), 
whilst others got into the saps behind the sentries. But preparations against 
attack had already been made, and owing chiefly to the steadiness of the men, 
the attack was dispersed within a quarter of an hour by rifle-grenades and rapid 
fire, the divisional artillery assisting. The enemy appeared to be a picked body 
of bombers from two Prussian infantry regiments (62nd and 63rd). They left 
six of their number with the King’s men—two killed and four wounded, 
including an officer who wore the Iron Cross ribbon; he died of his wounds 
later in the day. 

In this affair the 18th Battalion lost two other ranks killed and eight 
N.C.O.s and men wounded. During the morning the bombardment continued 
and Lieut. P. Adam was wounded. The King’s men were congratulated by the 
Brigadier-General, and the following message was received from the Divisional 
Commander :— 

“Well done, 18th Liverpools. Corps very pleased.” 

On the last day of the month the battalion was back in billets in Bronfay 
Farm and Billon Wood. 
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Two words (taken from the Battalion Diary), “situation normal,” sum up 17th, 8th, 19th, 
the records kept by the 17th King’s during February, and on 28th they were Soahors 
holding A.1 sub-sector, north-west of Maricourt, with Talus Boise running 
through the centre of it. 

With the exception of a reference to a certain liveliness on the part of the 
enemy's guns and trench-mortars, etc., there is very little more in the Diary 
of the 19th King’s, who served several tours during the month in A.2 sub- 
sector, north-east of Carnoy. 

The 18th Battalion had quite a number of casualties during February, 
amongst them being Capt. E. B. Beazley, Lieuts. W. H. Williams and J. N. 
Higson, and Second-Lieut. H. Dodd, all wounded. 

March was a similarly quiet month (comparatively, of course) for all 
battalions, and only two items of interest are recorded; early in the month the 
King’s men were visited by Lord Derby, who came to see his own battalions in 
the trenches. The second item referred to the unloading of R.E. stores, road- 
making materials, etc.—preparations for the Somme Battles were on the way. 
Also from the records it is possible to obtain another glimpse of the approaching 
summer operations in the increased number of officers and men sent to schools 
for additional specialist training, and in the number of classes being held. 

On the last day of March the 17th Battalion was in the Etinehem Camp, 
the 18th at Vaux-en-Amienois, the 19th in Bois les Celestines, and the 20th 310t March 
at Bray. 

Thus passed the winter months of 1915-16, which may be said to have 
been a stationary fight, not only against the enemy but also against the elements; 
but we were learning gradually how to build trenches. 

The end of 1915 had seen the return to England of Sir John French, 
the Command of the British Army in France and Flanders devolving upon Sir 
Douglas Haig, who, in his first despatch,! gave an admirable outline of the 
general situation throughout the winter of 1915-1916:— 

“On the British front no action on a great scale, such as that at Verdun, has 
been fought during the past five months, nevertheless our troops have been far 
from idle or inactive. Although the struggle, in a general sense, has not been 
intense, it has been everywhere continuous, and there have been many sharp 
local actions. The maintenance and repair of our defences alone, especially in 
winter, entails constant heavy work. Bad weather and the enemy combine to 
flood and destroy trenches, dug-outs and communications; all such damage 
must be repaired promptly under fire and almost entirely at night. Artillery 
and snipers are practically never silent, patrols are out in front of the lines every 
night, and heavy bombardments by the artillery of one or both sides takes place 
daily in various parts of the line. Below ground there is continual mining and 
counter-mining, which, by the ever-present threat of sudden explosion and the 
uncertainty as to when and where it will take place, causes, perhaps, a more 
constant strain than any other form of warfare. In the air there is seldom a day, 
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however bad the weather, when aircraft are not busy reconnoitring, photo- 
graphing and observing fire. All this is taking place constantly at any hour of 
the day or night and in any part ofthe line, a 

“Tn short, although there has been no great incident of historic importance 
to record on the British front during the period under review, a steady and 
continuous fight has gone on, day and night, above ground and below it.” 

And towards the end of the despatch there is a list of units who “have 
been specially brought to my notice for good work in carrying out or repelling 
counter-attacks and raids,” amongst which are the 4th (Extra Reserve) and the 
1/8th (Irish) Battalions of the King’s Regiment (Liverpool). . 

The Spring of 1916 saw trench warfare at its height. It was particularly 
necessary to obtain information of the enemy’s dispositions, and for this purpose 
many incursions were made into the hostile trenches. 

The 1st of April found the 55th Division holding front-line trenches west 
of Blairville and Ficheux; all three brigades were in the line, 166th on the right 
(headquarters at Basseux), 164th in the centre (headquarters at Bretencourt, 
and 165th on the left (headquarters at Fermont). 

The principal event of the month was a raid carried out by the 1/8th 
(Liverpool Irish) King’s (Lieut.-Colonel E. A. Fagan commanding) on the 
night of the 17th/18th. 

The raiding and wire-cutting parties consisted of Capt. J. H. Mahon, 
Second-Lieut. P. O. Limerick, Second-Lieut. E. F. Baxter and forty-three other 
ranks. 
On the 3rd of the month, while the battalion was out of the line at Breten- 
court, the raiding party began a special course of wire cutting and entering 
trenches, the latter having been constructed as near as possible like those which 
were to be raided. Artillery and machine-gun co-operation was also arranged 
and practised. 

The 1/8th King’s returned to the front line on the roth and began at once 
to reconnoitre the selected point in the enemy’s front-line trench. On the 16th/ 
17th the wire-cutting party and covering party, under Second-Lieut. Limerick, 
went out at midnight and reached an old enemy advanced trench about 500 yards 
from the British lines. But a German working party was observed in “No Man’s 
Land” and the wire cutters had to lie down for an hour before they could begin 
work, Meanwhile the raiding parties and a party laying trail by white tape had 
left the trenches with a telephonist and a telephone line. 

At 1 a.m., the German working party having returned, the wire cutters 
got to work, but after an hour had to send back word that as the entanglements 
were so thick it was not thought possible to complete the task in time. Second- 
Lieut. Baxter with a relief cutting party then went forward and carried on the 
work until 3.25 a.m., at which time there remained two more rows of wire and 
some low trip-wire still uncut. Dawn was nearly breaking and it was decided to 
recall the party. 

This wire-cutting was in itself an extraordinary performance, demanding 
coolness and considerable nerve. Once a bell fell from the German wire and made 
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a rattling noise, but fortunately occasioned no alarm in the enemy’s trenches. 
Our machine guns kept up a continuous indirect fire to drown as far as possible 
the noise of the wire cutters. As a precaution, however, artillery officers were 
eee in the battalion fire trench to support the wire-cutting party by calling 
or an immediate barrage if the Germans detected and attacked the workers. By 
3.45 a.m. all material had been brought in and the wire cutters were back in 
their trenches. 

At midnight 17th/18th, a patrol stole across “No Man’s Land” and found 
that the enemy had made no attempt to mend the wire. A wire-cutting party of 
two officers and two N.C.O.s followed and again set to work to cut the wire. 
They began their task at 12.30 a.m., and with the exception of a small amount 
of trip-wire, had finished their task by 2.10 a.m. An N.C.O. was then sent back 
to bring up the storming party, consisting of Second-Lieut. Baxter and twenty- 
three other ranks, the remaining two officers and sixteen other ranks moving to 
cover the raiders from outside the wire. 

At 2.25 a.m. the raiders entered the trench, the guns simultaneously 
opening fire at a slow rate on the German support line. On entering the enemy’s 
line a cable was immediately cut and the raiders proceeded along the trench. 
Eight Germans were killed in the fire trench and three dug-outs full of men were 
bombed, cries and groans being heard from all of them after the bombs were 
thrown in. The trenches were found to be from 12 to 15 ft. deep and attempts 
at taking away one of the Germans were frustrated for want of longer ladders 
(those taken being only 6 ft. in length) and rope. The order to retire was given 
and all the party cleared the parapet of the enemy’s trench, Second-Lieut. 
Baxter assisting the last man out. On the raiders reaching their trenches that 
officer was found to be missing. A search party under Second-Lieut. Limerick 
went back to the enemy wire but could find no trace of Second-Lieut. Baxter. 
The narrative states that: “It is presumed he re-entered enemy trench for some 
purpose and did not inform his party.”? 

A few days later it was known that Second-Lieut. E. F. Baxter had been 
killed, and in September the London Gazetie, on the 26th of that month, 
announced that he had been awarded the Victoria Cross “for most conspicuous 
bravery.” The story as told of this gallant young officer is as follows: “Prior 
to a raid on the hostile line he was engaged during two nights in cutting wire 
close to the enemy’s trenches. The enemy could be heard on the other side of 
the parapet. Second-Lieut. Baxter, while assisting in the wire cutting, held a 
bomb in his hand with the pin withdrawn ready to throw. On one occasion the 
bomb slipped and fell to the ground, but he instantly picked it up, unscrewed 
the base plug and took out the detonator, which he smothered in the ground, 
thereby preventing the alarm being given and undoubtedly saving many 
casualties. Later, he led the left storming party with the greatest gallantry and 


14 German prisoner who gave himself up on 21/4/16, to the battalion on the left of the 1/8th 
King’s, reported that the enemy had suffered fifty-seven casualties as a result of the raid by the Liverpool 
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was the first man into the trench, shooting the sentry with his revolver. He then 
assisted to bomb dug-outs and finally climbed out of the trench and assisted 
the last man over the parapet. After this he was not seen again, though search 
parties went out at once to look for him. There seems no doubt that he lost his 
life in his great devotion to duty.” — 

The Liverpool Irish were highly commended for this raid, the Corps 
Commander sending the following message: ““The Corps Commander con- 
gratulates the officers and men of the Liverpool Irish on last night’s successful 
raid. He considers it was skilfully planned and that its execution reflects 
great credit on all concerned, including the artillery, whose co-operation appears 
to have been admirable.” These congratulations were followed by further 
messages from the Army, Divisional and Brigade Commanders. Subsequently 
the D.C.M. was awarded to Sergeant McClelland and Military Medals to 
Sergeant Burke and Privates Fussell and Crowe. 

On the 18th at 6.30 p.m. the 1/8th were relieved and marched back to 
Monchiet. 

For the remainder of April little of more than ordinary interest took place 
along the divisional front. 

The 1/sth King’s (Lieut.-Colonel J. J. Shute) had one officer (Second- 
Lieut. G. C. Butterly) slightly wounded during the month of April (on the Ist). 
The 1/6th (Lieut.-Colonel E. S. Harrison) do not appear to have suffered any 
officer casualties. The records of the 1/7th (Lieut.-Colonel C. Marriot) contain 
no mention of any casualties whatsoever. The 1/9th Battalion (Lieut.-Colonel 
C. G. Bradley) lost one officer (Lieut. G. Brodbelt) killed by a sniper on the 
14th. The records of the 1/1oth (Liverpool Scottish) King’s (Lieut.-Colonel 
J. R. Davidson) are also very brief and contain no casualties. 

May, apparently, was a quiet month, with the exception of much work on 
the defences and occasional heavy shelling. The 1/sth King’s lost one officer 
(Second-Lieut. H. Reeve), killed by the premature explosion of a converted 
Mills bomb on the 18th. Two more officers were killed on the 23rd while at 
Petit Chateau Support Point, which always seemed to attract the enemy’s guns. 
The two officers were Second-Lieuts. T. Rowe and W. A. Heyworth. The 
— of the 1/6th—Lieut.-Colonel Harrison—was slightly wounded on the 
12th. 

The diary of the Liverpool Irish for May, 1916, contains the following 
footnote: “31st. 55th Division wire begins: Please give my hearty con- 
gratulations to Liverpool Irish on being one of the six Territorial battalions 
specially mentioned in the Commander-in-Chief’s last despatch published to-day, 
having done good work in repelling or carrying out raids.” 

June brought with it greatly improved activity all along the front from the 
Somme to Ypres. Preparations for the great offensive were nearing completion 
and it was essential to keep the enemy’s troops busy on their front and to 
ascertain their strength and dispositions. Raids and gas discharges were frequent, 


1London Gazette, 26th Sept., 1916. See Appendix. 
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while the guns seemed hardly ever silent, and towards the end of the month the 
whole line was continually wreathed in smoke from bursting shells. 

In the 55th Division the first raid took place on the night of the 3rd/4th 
June; it was made by the 1/sth King’s on the German trenches in front of 
Ficheux. 

At 4 p.m. on the 3rd the raiding party, which had been training for six 
days at Beaumetz on replica trenches of the German line to be raided, arrived 
at Battalion Headquarters then at Calvaire. “The party had been divided into 
sections such as left trench party, right trench party, intelligence party, parapet 
party, etc., etc., each of which had a definite task assigned to it in which it was 
systematically practised.’ 

The raiding party consisted of Second-Lieut. C. A. Taylor, Second-Lieut. 
J. D. Welsh and eighty-seven other ranks. 

Arrived at Battalion Headquarters, final preparations were made. Officers 
and men blackened their faces and removed all identification marks, such as 
badges from their uniforms, and then moved up to the front line. 

In view of the unfortunate ending of this raid it is better perhaps to tell 
the story as related by the battalion: “At 12.15 a.m. (on the 4th) the raiders left 
our trenches and extended along a ridge which lay seventy-five yards from and 
parallel to our line and about 110 yards from the German line. The raiders were 
in position and signalled ‘all correct’ at 12.35 a.m. At 12.40 a.m. a very intense 
bombardment (18-pounders, 4-5 in., 6 in., 8 in. guns and trench mortars of all 
types) was opened on the German front and support trenches on a frontage of 
about 2,500 yards. The wire cutting on the raiding frontage was entrusted to the 
60-pounder trench mortars. Unfortunately, a certain amount of artillery and 
trench-mortar fire fell short and caused many casualties among our raiding party. 
For this reason the fire was stopped at 12.55 a.m. and the remnants of the party 
returned to our trenches without having reached the enemy line. Casualties were 
10 killed, 39 wounded and 8 missing. This incident showed very clearly the 
absolute necessity of allowing an ample margin for artillery and trench-mortar 
error.” 

The Battalion Diary of the 1/s5th King’s then states that “‘at 5.30 p.m. the 
sth K.L.R. were relieved by the 6th K.L.R. At 10 p.m. a party of the sth K.L.R. 
went out to the ridge between ours and the enemy’s lines and rescued two 
wounded men, six bombers and a quantity of arms and accoutrements.” 

But before the party of the sth King’s went out a very gallant incident had 
taken place. 

Before the 1/sth were relieved by the 1/6th Private A. H. Proctor, a 
stretcher-bearer, looking over the parapet, saw the two wounded men move. They 
were lying in full view of the enemy and about seventy-five yards in front of our 
trenches. On his own initiative he went out, and by moving and crawling, 
though fired at the whole time, he managed to reach the two men and get them 
under cover. Then he dressed their wounds and, as one of them was cold, stripped 
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t/sth Battahon off his cardigan jacket and covered the wounded man with it. After cheering 
both men with the promise of rescue after dark, he crawled back to our trenches 
after being heavily fired at. At dusk both men were brought in alive. 

For this most conspicuous act of bravery Private Proctor was awarded the 
Victoria Cross. 

With the exception of patrol work and the usual round of trench warfare, little 
happened along the divisional front requiring special mention until towards the 
end of the month, when everywhere along the whole battle front extraordinary 
activity took place. For on the 28th of June no less than six raiding parties 
crossed “No Man’s Land” in broad daylight and raided the enemy’s trenches; 
there should have been seven parties but the seventh was prevented by a change 
in the direction of the wind after gas had been discharged. 

1 /sth, 1 /6th, Raiding parties were furnished by each of the following battalions: 1/ sth, 

a ad 1/6th, 1/7th and 1/9th King’s of the 165th Brigade; the 1/4th and 2/sth 

Battaons London Fusiliers of the 164th Brigade, the 1/8th King’s of the latter lending 
support, and by the 1/roth King’s of the 166th Brigade. 

On the 24th June the preliminary bombardment opened on the Somme, 
where 1,500 guns had been massed for the great attack. Along other parts of 
the front also the guns opened fire simultaneously, as will be seen from the 
following extract from the official despatches dealing with the Somme Battles of 
1916: 

“Artillery bombardments were also carried out daily at different points 
on the rest of our front, and during the period from the 24th of June to the 
ist July, gas was discharged with good effect at more than forty places along our 
line upon a frontage which in total amounted to over fifteen miles. Some seventy 
raids, too, were undertaken by our infantry between Gommecourt and our 
extreme left north of Ypres during the week preceding the attack, and these 
kept me well informed as to the enemy’s dispositions, besides serving other 
useful purposes.” 

The raids along the front of the 55th Division were to be carried out after 
very heavy preliminary bombardments and began on the 24th and continued for 
four days until the evening of the 28th when, after gas and smoke had been 
discharged, the raiders “went over the top.” 

“These raiding parties,” states the operation orders of the 165th Brigade, 
“will have as their object the ascertaining of the effect produced by the ‘acces- 
sories’ (gas), obtaining information concerning the nature of the enemy's 
defences, the taking of prisoners, the bombing of dug-outs, capture of machine 
guns and destruction of their emplacements, of trench mortars and of any other 
material which is of use to the enemy. These raiding parties will not penetrate 
beyond the enemy’s support line.” 

The guns were to cut lanes in the enemy’s wire twenty yards wide approxi- 
mately at intervals of twenty yards along the front to be raided; the artillery 
and machine guns were then to keep the lanes open until the raids had been 
launched. 

London Gazette, 5/8/16. See Appendix. 
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The raiding parties were of the following strengths: 1/sth King’s— 
2 officers and 69 other ranks; 1/6th King’s—3 officers and 70 other ranks; 
1/7th King’s—3 officers and 68 other ranks; 1/gth King’s—2 officers and 20 
other ranks. 

The stories of these raids are taken word for word from the Battalion 
Diaries, as they are of distinct interest to the Territorial units of the King’s 
Regiment. 

1/sTH Kinc’s Reciment. “28th. Our guns again very successfully active 
on German front and support lines. ‘Alert period’ ordered at 12 midday. 
Accessories were discharged at 5 p.m. accompanied at 5.5 p.m. by smoke 
barrage, both being started from our firing line. Raiding parties representing the 
sth, 6th, 7th and 9th K.L.R. had been brought down from training at Beaumetz 
three days previously and they now left our trenches at four distinct points at 
5.35 p.m., the ‘accessories’ discharge having ceased at 5.25 p.m. These four 
points were all between R.29.c.90.75 and R.29.b.35.10. One man of the 
sth K.L.R. party killed before leaving the trench. All parties returned in 
twenty minutes, having entered the German trenches, bombed dug-outs and 
collected trophies and prisoners. The sth K.L.R. party brought back rifles, 
equipment, etc., and the entire party succeeded in regaining our trench. They 
reported that the enemy had been thoroughly demoralised and his trenches 
much battered. The ‘accessories’ had not been very effective. The German 
retaliation was considerably stronger, his barrage being more formidable though 
not really intense. Casualties, 1 killed, wounded 12, sick 1.” 

1/6TH Kino’s Reciment. “28th. Battalion in reserve. Fine. Heavy 


shelling of enemy trenches continued. Detachment under Lieut. W. J. Jones, * 


Second-Lieuts. Adam, T. Phillips and Freestone, carried out a very successful 
raid on enemy trench R.29.d.33.67. The following times were observed: 
‘Alert’ received 12.50 p.m. ‘Zero’ 5.0 p.m. ‘In position’ 4.45 p.m. The party 
left our trenches at 5.5 p.m. after gas and smoke had been released. They 
returned to our trenches at 6.25 p.m. (all reported in), When half-way across it 
was observed that the Germans were attempting to bring a machine gun into 
action. The covering party thereupon opened fire, killing the crew. The machine 
gun was then rushed and captured. Heavy opposition was met with after 
entering the German trenches, the enemy awaiting the party on the steps of 
dug-out. They were, however, effectively dealt with. Twelve or more dug-outs 
were bombed and the R.E. with the party blew in ten of these with gun-cotton. 
A determined counter-attack from the German support line on our left was 
attempted by the enemy, but was repulsed principally by our covering party on 
the German parapet. One dead German was brought in and one wounded one. 
The following booty was brought over: one machine gun, one trench mortar 
with platform, also many rifles, bayonets, bombs, a smoke helmet, greatcoat, 
officer’s equipment, boots, pack believed to belong to an N.C.O., and ammuni- 
tion, etc., also papers torn from German trenches. Our casualties were Lieut. 
W. J. Jones killed, Second-Lieut. T. Phillips wounded, Second-Lieut. Free- 
stone wounded (at duty). Other ranks—two killed, twenty-two wounded (four 
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at duty). Parties rejoined the battalion at night. Parties from 5th, 7th and 9th 
Liverpools carried out similar raids. Casualties among smoke bombers were 
one other rank killed and four other ranks wounded.” 

1/77H Kinc’s Recrment. There is no narrative in the diary of this battalion, 
which only states that “Raid on German trenches by special party.” No casualties 
are given, but the brigade casualty list shows that the 1/7th lost the following: 
Second-Lieuts, A. T. Stephenson and A. R. Boden and six other ranks killed 
and fourteen other ranks wounded. 

1/9tH Kino’s Reciment. “28th. Weather fine. An ‘Alert’ period at 
12.45 p.m. ‘Zero’ hour 5 p.m. At § p.m. ‘accessories’ were let off from our 
front-line trenches until 5.25 p.m. Our artillery also opened fire on the enemy 
trenches at 5 p.m. At 5.35 p.m. a raiding party of the 1/4th Loyal North Lancs. 
left our trenches and advanced to R.34.b.56.70. Here they were held up by 
machine-gun, rifle and rifle-grenade fire, and were forced finally to retire. 
At 5.35 p.m. another raiding party of the 2/sth Lancashire Fusiliers left our 
trenches and entered the German trenches at R.34.b.98.85. Before entering, 
machine-gun fire was brought to bear on them from a sap on the left and also 
from the support line on their right. They bombed a considerable number of 
dug-outs and a party penetrated about 100 yards up a communication trench. 
This party was attacked by the enemy, coming across the open. They killed a 
number of the enemy who came out of dug-outs and quite a number were 
seen dead, evidently killed by our gas. The trenches had suffered considerably 
from our bombardment. 

“A party of men from our battalion went over from the trenches occupied 
by the sth King’s and entered the enemy sap R.29.b.7.2. They were much 
troubled by smoke on the way over. They found the sap-head enclosed with 
barbed wire for about thirty yards. They therefore worked down the right side 
of the sap and obtained an entrance where the wire terminated. At this point 
of entry the entrance to a dug-out was found which had a stout door about three 
steps down. A bomb failed to damage this. The party then advanced down the 
sap. Near the base a German was waiting for them with his rifle but the officer 
in charge (Second-Lieut. R. Darling) of the party, shot him with his revolver. 
He was immediately pulled through the door and the door was slammed to 
and bolted. It was found impossible to force this. The enemy commenced 
bombing from three points, but our bombers soon silenced them. A party then 
got out on top to get round behind this obstacle when the signal for withdrawal 
was received. The party then returned to our trenches. On the roll being called 
it was found that Second-Lieut. H. A. Riley was missing; Second-Lieut. R. 
Darling then called for a volunteer. No. 4627, Private Winrow, came forward. 
They then returned to the German sap, found Mr. Riley’s body. Private 
Winrow then bombed the sap-head again. They carried the body back to our 
lines. Our casualties in the raiding party were light, being Second-Lieut. H. A. 
Riley and one other rank killed, four other ranks wounded. The bombardment 
continued until 8.30 p.m. The enemy’s retaliation was not very strong. He put 
up a barrage along our front line but very little damage was done, and we only 
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had one other casualty in addition to those sustained in the raid. During the 1/9th Battalion 
night the enemy was very nervous, keeping up a good fire by machine guns and ee 
rifle on our parapet, otherwise he was very quiet.” 
Thus the raids by the King’s men in the 16sth Brigade. 
The 1/8th King’s of the 164th Brigade did not send over a raiding party. 1/8th Battahon 
The 1/1oth King’s of the 166th Brigade were ordered to raid another sap 1/roth Battalion 
in the enemy’s line, but their diary records that: “Unfortunately just as the gas 
was let off the wind changed, with the result that the gas and smoke missed our 
objective, drifting away from the enemy sap which it was arranged this party 
would raid, and orders were received that the party would not go over.” 
Thus June came to a close with the 55th Division still holding the line 
opposite Ficheux and Blairville. 
Meanwhile the 30th Division on the Somme had already begun prepara- 
tions for the great offensive and all units were engaged in digging, road making, 
etc., when out of the trenches, and keeping a watchful eye on the Bosche when 
in the front line. 
The whole of April was spent out of the line; it should 2// have been put in 
in hard training, but there was a continuous call for working parties and all 
battalions divided their time between work and in practising the attack and 
generally preparing for the coming operations. On the last day of the month 
the 89th Brigade went back again into the line in the Maricourt defences, the 
21st Brigade taking over the trenches on the left of the 89th Brigade. The 
weather had taken a turn very much for the better, and the warm, sunny days, 
which dried up the mud and made the trenches more bearable, were a blessing. 
But there is little to record concerning activity in the front line, for both in and 
out of the forward trenches our troops were busy day and night in pushing on 
preparations, and it was desirable to keep the enemy as quiet as possible. 
Occasionally, however, it was considered necessary to remind the Bosche that 
we were anything but quiescent, as on the 1oth of May when the Divisional 
artillery gave the opposing trenches a real “strafing.” “It was the first time 
we had done that and it must have come rather as a surprise to them. They were 
very annoyed for several days and threw quite a lot of stuff about.’ But casual- 
ties? were not heavy and all damage done to the trenches was speedily repaired. 
Towards the end of May and early in June the 21st and 89th Brigades moved 
back out of the line for a further short period of training for the “Big Push,” 
as already it had begun to be called. All day and every day and often far into the 
night, battalions and brigades practised the attack with the idea that every 
officer and man should understand what was expected of him, and what he had 
to do on the day of the offensive. 
The 18th King’s of the 21st Brigade were back again on the 5th of June 18th Battahon 
in the Maricourt trenches, but the tour ended on the night of the 1oth/11th and 5 Js 


Ww 


1Brig.-General F. C. Stanley. 


*The following casualties to King’s men occurred during May: 18th Battalion—Second-Lieut. 
J H.N. Barnett wounded on 29th; 17th Battalion—Second-Lieut. Dakin wounded on 11th. 
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the battalion moved back to Bois Celestins, then on the 12th to Fourdrinoy, 
where three days’ training took place. The 18th King’s had one more short tour 
in the line (without incident) before the 30th of June, upon which night they 
moved up to the assembly positions just east of the northern point of the Talus 
Boise. 
The 89th Brigade returned to the trenches at Maricourt during the third 
week of June, both the 17th and 19th King’s going into the front line on the 
night of the 17th/18th; the 20th Battalion, however, did not move into the 
forward trenches until the 23rd. 

“By the 23rd of June,” stated the Brigadier of the 89th Brigade, “as the 
result of a very strenuous time for the last few days, we were able to say that 
everything that one can do had been done, and we were absolutely ready to go 
over the top at any moment they liked to tell us.” 

The Brigadier’s pen picture of the enemy at this period is very interesting: 
“We did not know what had happened to the Bosche. He was most extra- 
ordinarily quiet; he hardly ever did any shelling to count and all of our people 
were walking about with the greatest impunity. There were lots of places where 
you did not dare show yourselves a month before, and at this time we had working 
parties of a hundred or more working in broad daylight and in full view, but 
he did not pay the slightest attention to them. One night we thought he had 
vacated his line, but that was not so, because the patrols which we had out every 
night were always shot at and reported that he held his trenches strongly.” 

On the 24th the storm was let loose; our guns began the first day of the 
preliminary bombardment. But still the enemy’s reply was “feeble,” though his 
trenches, lashed with all the pent-up fury of weeks, presented a sorry appearance 
as the sun set on his wrecked and broken front line. Field guns, howitzers and 
“heavies” vied with one another in creating chaos, and great was the satisfaction 
of the troops who held front-line trenches and of those who were “observing” 
behind the lines, as our guns did their terrible work methodically, grimly, and 
machine-gun emplacements, redoubts and strong points which had been 
regarded with awe, “went up” like so much match-boarding or crumbled 
beneath the awful pounding to which they were subjected. 

Those who served on the Somme in 1916 will remember how high the 
feeling against the enemy ran; if the desire to kill can be described as a blood 
lust, then everybody had it. 

“Kall, kill.” 

The shouts and yells of St. Bartholomew’s night were not more fierce or 
passionate than the cries or exclamations which broke from the lips of officers 
and men as they saw that awful holocaust descend upon the enemy’s trenches 
and cover them with a pall of smoke through which clouds of debris—bricks 
and mortar, timber of all sorts mixed with mangled bodies—shot up into the air. 

As the observers saw these things happening they could have had but 
one thought—the Bosche was getting all he deserved. Had he not used poison 
gas at Ypres in 191, and had he not also a Iittle later projected liquid fire into 
our trenches? 
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This is what an officer wrote in his diary during the preliminary bombard- 
ment on the Somme in June, 1916: ‘““What is going on is absolutely glorious] 
The dirty Bosche has been pounded to Hell..... All through the day and 
night there is nothing but the roar of the guns and the enemy practically do not 
answer..... A more magnificent sight you could not possibly imagine than 
to see all those guns”’ (there were over 1,500) “firing on our side and showing 
the Bosche at last that we mean to be supreme and are going to crush him.” 

On the 26th, after two days of this “Hell,’”’ the enemy began to wake up 
to the fact that we ‘‘meant business.” 

“Up to this afternoon he had been more than quiet with his artillery, 
although his favourite places were being pounded he made no reply whatever. 
This evening he has been rather more active and has put back a certain number, 
but not a twentieth part of what we sent over to him at the same time. The effect 
of our shells and trench mortars, etc., is appalling. Whole buildings going up 
in the air, trenches which we had looked at with a certain amount of awe had 
been levelled; in fact, after having sat down patiently waiting for months, even 
years, we are now seeing the dirty dogs getting more than they have ever given 
us; but there is still more in store for them. The day of vengeance has come and 
he has got to pay now for all the misery he has caused.”’ 

That was the feeling on the Somme in 1916. 

On the 27th the enemy became still more active: ‘““The Bosche has stoked 
up very considerably and we have had quite a lively time. The result has been 
that we have had quite a considerable number of casualties.1 However, we 
cannot make omelettes without breaking eggs.” 

On the 28th two Germans ran across ““No Man’s Land” and gave them- 
selves up to the 89th Brigade. They said that up to a week previously that they 
had no idea that we were preparing to attack. It was incredible, for the whole 
area behind the lines was alive with crowds of men digging, and transport on 
the move, and guns moving into position; the whole Somme valley was like 
one enormous camp. 


1The 17th King’s had seventeen other ranks killed and fifty-seven other ranks wounded; the 
zoth Battalion had three officers wounded—Capt. G. H. Bradshaw and Second-Lieuts. H. Lancaster 
and W. H. Jowett—Lieut. R. D Paterson suffering from shell-shock and fifty-six other ranks killed or 
wounded. 
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CHAPTER XXVI 
THE BATTLES OF THE SOMME, 1916 
INTRODUCTION 


ILITARY history lacks both proportion and truth unless it 

explains not only the outcome of certain operations and battles, 

but describes also the general situation as it was known and 

appreciated at the time those actions were planned; and it is 
unfortunate that uncertainty and even ignorance still exist of the initiation of 
the great battles which began in the summer of 1916 along the Western Front, 
and the subsequent alterations in the plans of the Allied Commanders-in-Chief, 
necessitated by unforeseen events. 

At a meeting of the Allies at Chantilly at the close of 1915, a general 
simultaneous offensive in the main theatres of the war was agreed to. In the 
offensive on the Western Front the British were to take a larger share of the 
fighting than they had done hitherto, for it must not be forgotten that if the 
comparatively small army of Great Britain had lost heavily in the years 1914, 
1915, the French army, of much greater proportions, had suffered grievous 
losses in those two years. But now, with her increased production of munitions 
of war, her New Armies, and the impending introduction of compulsory 
service, Great Britain was deemed by France to be capable of bearing a greater 
share of the burden, and rightly so. Yet neither the French nor the British 
were, when the offensives of 1916 were discussed and decided upon, deemed 
strong enough to undertake unaided an offensive on a great scale; a combined 
attack was, therefore, necessary. The French, however, urged Sir Douglas 
Haig to undertake preparatory, but limited, wearing-out attacks, the first of 
which was to take place north of the Somme, some fifteen to eighteen divisions 
being employed; should the big Allied offensive be postponed until the summer 
of 1916 the French Commander-in-Chief asked for another British offensive 
to take place in May, i.e., there should be two British preparatory offensives 
before the great simultaneous effort of the French and British armies. It is to 
be noted that these propositions were made and agreed to at the end of 1915 
and in the beginning of 1916. The Russians were not expected to be ready for 
their offensive before June, and although the Italians had agreed to an offensive, 
it was doubtful whether they would be able to launch an attack on any great 
scale. 

The plan originally framed by the French and British Commanders-in- 
Chief was for a combined offensive on a front of over forty-five miles astride 
the Somme, the former to employ thirty-nine divisions on a front of thirty miles, 
and the latter as many divisions as were available up to twenty-five. 
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The intention of the Allied Commanders in the original plan was to break 
through on a wide front and then turn outwards, rolling up the flanks of the 
German armies. The rising ground east of the Somme and south of Péronne 
was the principal French objective, and the high ground running from the 
neighbourhood of Le Transloy through Bapaume to Achiet-le-Grand, the 
objective of the British. It must not, however, be imagined that the aims of the 
Allies were merely geographical. They were not! The important thing to 
remember is that the destruction of the enemy’s forces was the main idea. 

But the Germans had also formed plans for an offensive in the west against 
the Allies during 1916, and on 21st February launched their first attack on 
Verdun. As soon as the magnitude of the German effort was appreciated it 
became clear that the French and British offensive on the Somme would have 
to be modified. The idea of preparatory attacks by the British had to be aban- 
doned, the front of the French attack was cut down, and instead of the offensive 
being French and British (as politely but incorrectly written in the official 
despatches) the British Army was to take the lion’s share of the fighting. In 
spite of the fact that Sir Douglas Haig had relieved the Tenth French Army at 
Arras, the French reserves steadily disappeared into the inferno at Verdun. The 
original intentions of the Allied Commanders were greatly modified, and as the 
Germans continued their fierce attacks at Verdun, it became clear that the 
Allied offensive would be more in the nature of a British counter-offensive to 
relieve the French, though the intention of the Allies to wear down the strength 
of the enemy’s forces was as insistent as before. Thus the intentions of the 
Allies in the Battles of the Somme became three-fold :— 

“(i) To relieve the pressure on Verdun; 

(11) To assist our Allies in the other theatres of war by stopping any further 

transfer of German troops from the Western Front. 

(111) To wear down the strength of the forces opposed to us.” 

Whatever may have been the impressions of Regimental officers and the 
men in the line of what was expected of them and what the intentions of the 
higher command were, the three objectives given above are unquestionably 
those which Sir Douglas Haig had in his mind, and for which the bloody 
Battles of the Somme, 1916, were fought. 

From January onwards, preparations for the great battles were necessarily 
very elaborate and continuous. The official diaries of all formations on the 
Somme during the early part of 1916 mention again and again working parties 
supplied in order to assist the Royal Engineers in building roads and railway 
tracks, tramways, dug-outs, the erection of hutments and many duties of a 
similar nature; and as “Zero” day approaches every page of these documents 
contains some entry which gives notice of the coming of great offensive operations. 

The despatches thus describe these preparations :— 

“Vast stocks of ammunition and stores of all kinds had to be accumulated 
beforehand within a convenient distance of our front. To deal with these, many 


1Official Despatches. 
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miles of new railways—both standard and narrow gauge—and trench tram- 
ways were laid. All available roads were improved, many others were made, 
and long causeways were built over marshy valleys. Many additional dug-outs 
had to be provided as shelter for the troops, for use as dressing stations for the 
wounded, and as magazines for storing ammunition, food, water and engineering 
material. Scores of miles of communication trenches had to be dug, as well as 
trenches for telephone wires, asseinbly and assault trenches, and numerous gun 
emplacements and observation posts. Important mining operations were 
undertaken and charges were laid at various points beneath the enemy’s lines. 

“Except in the wide valleys the existing supplies of water were hopelessly 
insufficient to meet the requirements of the numbers of men and horses to be 
concentrated in this area as the preparations for an offensive proceeded. To meet 
the difficulty many wells and borings were sunk, and over 100 pumping plants 
were installed. More than 120 miles of water mains were laid, and everything 
was got ready to ensure an adequate water supply as our troops advanced. 

“Much of the preparatory work had to be done under very trying con- 
ditions, and was liable to constant interruption from the enemy’s fire. The 
weather on the whole was bad, and the local accommodation totally insufficient 
for housing the troops employed, who consequently had to content themselves 
with such rough shelter as could be provided in the circumstances. All the 
labour too had to be carried out in addition to fighting, and to the everyday work 
of maintaining existing defences. It threw a very heavy strain on the troops, 
which was borne by them with a cheerfulness beyond all praise.” 

The enemy’s positions and his defences on the Somme were of a very 
formidable nature: ‘‘Situated on a high, undulating tract of ground which rises 
to more than 500 feet above sea level and forms the watershed between the 
Somme on the one side and the rivers of south-western Belgium on the other. 
On the southern face of this watershed, the general trend of which is from east- 
south-east to west-north-west, the ground falls in a series of long, irregular 
spurs and deep depressions to the valley of the Somme. Well down the forward 
slopes of this face the enemy’s first system of defence, starting from the Somme 
near Curlu, ran at first northwards for 3,000 yards, then westwards for 7,000 yards 
to near Fricourt where it turned nearly due north, forming a great salient angle 
in the enemy’s line. 

“Some 10,000 yards north of Fricourt the trenches crossed the River 
Ancre, a tributary of the Somme, and still running northwards, passed over the 
summit of the watershed about Hébuterne and Gommecourt, and then down its 
northern spurs to Arras. 

“On the 20,000 yards front between the Somme and the Ancre the enemy 
had a strong second system of defence, sited generally on the southern crest of 
the highest point of the watershed, at an average distance of from 3,000 to 
5,000 yards behind his first system of trenches.” 

For nearly two years the Germans had been at work on these defences, 
sparing no pains to make them impregnable. The first and second systems con- 
sisted of several lines of deep trenches, well provided with bomb-proof shelters 
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and with numerous communication trenches connecting them. Each of these 
systems was protected in front by barbed-wire entanglements, many of them 
in two belts 40 yards broad, built of iron stakes interlaced with barbed wire, 
which in places was almost as thick as a man’s finger. 

In and between these two systems there were numerous woods and villages 
which the industrious enemy had turned into veritable fortresses. The deep 
cellars, usually to be found beneath the cottages and houses of the villages of the 
Somme, as well as the numerous pits and quarries common to a chalk country, 
had been adapted by the enemy to provide cover for machine guns and trench- 
mortars. The cellars were supplemented by deep dug-outs of an elaborate 
character, frequently in two storeys, connected up by passages and often 30 feet 
below ground surface. 

In the enemy’s line, also, there were salients from which he could brin 
enfilade fire to bear across his front; these salients had been made into self- 
contained forts and were, in places, protected by mine fields. Strong redoubts 
and concrete machine-gun emplacements had also been constructed in positions 
from which the enemy could sweep his own trenches if captured. 

His artillery was skilfully arranged to bring a cross-fire on his opponents 
if necessary, the ground lending itself admirably to good observation. 

Behind his first and second systems of defence the enemy had several 
other lines already completed. And still our airmen reported that he was busy 
strengthening these and digginy others; the industry of the Bosche knew no 
bounds! 

Between the Somme and the Ancre the British front-line trenches ran 
(in places) close to, and parallel with those of the enemy. But the Germans had 
the advantage of the ground, for whereas we had good direct observation over 
his first system of defences and on various defences sited on the slopes above 
us and between his first and second systems, the second system itself in many 
places could not be observed from the ground, and only from the air could his 
more distant defences be seen. North of the Ancre the British and German 
trenches ran across the main ridge, and here also the enemy’s defences were 
both elaborate and formidable. 

Into the vortex of the terrific “blood bath’’ soon to begin, all the King’s 
men then in France and Flanders in 1916 were subsequently drawn, and it will 
be seen from the narratives how splendidly they upheld the honour of the 
Regiment. They fought, they died, but they did that which was demanded of 
them. Often it seemed as if that prodigious loss of life was useless, as if little 
was being accomplished other than the best blood of the nation spilled in vain. 
But it was not in vain as later events proved. 

Meanwhile, as winter gave way to spring, and spring to summer, prepara- 
tions for the operations went on without cessation. The New Armies were to 
play a great part in the Somme operations, for only four out of the thirteen 
divisions in the front line on the 1st July—from Maricourt to Gommecourt— 
were Regular divisions, and two were Territorials. These New Army divisions 
contained the finest civilian manhood of the country; they were mostly composed 
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of officers and men who joined up early, almost as soon as war was declared. 
In reserve were two Regular divisions, two Territorial and nine more New Army 
divisions. 

The ‘‘Kitchener Men” were to have a great fight! 

At present all were training hard, and a non-combatant—one whose duties 
took him to the Somme area to watch the prodigious preparations going forward 
—gives the following pen picture of a section of that vast Army making ready 
to fall upon the enemy :— 

‘Along the roads ranks of lorries were parked, a hundred in a line, and in 
the fields the grass or field crops were paved for acres with standing for horses. 
The cavalry had field days. The infantry made sham attacks with all the para- 
phernalia of smoke and bombs. Mines were blown up to practise the infantry 
in we and consolidating, while over their heads the trench-mortars sent 
festoons of shells. Perhaps even the peasants felt a little of the excitement as 
the thud of the bombs interrupted the prayers of the monks and the laughter 
of the school children. 

“But the sense was sub-conscious. For the peasant, noble man that he is, 
history may stand on its head and civilisation explode in powder. It is an early 
spring, nevertheless, and ‘wonderful mild’ for the time of the year. 

‘“‘All these things were more obvious to a traveller behind the lines than to 
the men in the trenches, who were busy rather with the present improvement 
of life than with the possibilities of the future. Trenches were still canals, and 
trench life was only saved from gloom by the refusal of men or officers to appear 
dismal. Never before did gaiety so prove itself a quality of courage. In these 
months a merry heart went more than all the way, for it made good travelling 
for a score at a time. Life was hard, but as the spring advanced, less and less 
hard.” 

And not even after the 1st July, when the great offensive had been launched 
and the dreadful legend obtained that a subaltern’s life was worth about a week’s 
purchase, did these gay spirits desert the British soldier. 

April, May and the latter part of June were strenuous months indeed. 
Patrol work, raids and the improvement of existing trenches when in the 
front line, practice attacks, general training and the supply of working parties 
when back in the reserve areas, kept the troops busy. Anticipations of success 
ran high; it was an army of optimists who worked and waited somewhat im- 
patiently for “Zero” day and hour. 

On the 24th June the preliminary bombardment of the enemy’s first line 
and defences from Maricourt to Gommecourt began. Hitherto the guns had 
been engaged in wire cutting and registration, but on the above date a methodical 
bombardment of the opposing trenches gave the troops some idea of what over 
1,500 guns can do against the strongest defences. With sheer delight the troops 
listened to the scream of the shells passing overhead and watched mounds of 
earth, woodwork and debris of every description flung into the air, with here and 


“With the British on the Somme,” by W. Beach Thomas. 
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there the mangled body of some unfortunate German. And day after day this 
went on until rst July. “All obstacles were completely swept away and the 
trenches were, for the most part, flattened out. Only a few, particularly solidly 
built, could stand the savage hail of shells. Still worse, however, was the way in 
which in many cases the men’s nerves suffered under the seven days’ fire.’ 

Not only did the guns carry out their deadly work, but along the Somme 
front—a total of just over fifteen miles—gas was discharged at more than 
forty places, while raids kept General Headquarters informed as to the enemy’s 
dispositions. 

On the 25th June also, the enemy’s observation balloons (sausages) were a 
special mark for the Royal Flying Corps. Nine of these “sausages” were brought 
down in places and the others hurriedly descended; the enemy was, for the 
time being, deprived of this form of observation and could not observe the final 
preparations for the attack. 

On the 30th June everyone was on the tip-toe of expectation, and during 
the night 3oth June/ist July, the troops moved forward to their assembly 
positions confident of success. 


(i) THE BATTLE OF ALBERT, 1916: tst-13TH JULY 
THE CAPTURE OF MONTAUBAN 


The first of the great Battles of the Somme, 1916 (The Battle of Albert), 
concerns principally those four battalions of the King’s Regiment which were 
with the 3oth Division, i.e., 18th of the 21st Brigade and the 17th, 19th and 
20th of the 89th Brigade,? which, with other units of the division, were respon- 
sible for the capture of Montauban (or “Montybong,” to give it its popular 
name). 

The 3oth Division held the line just north of Maricourt, in touch with 
the French on the right and the 18th Division on the left.? 

The main attack was to extend from Maricourt, round the salient at 
Fricourt to the Ancre in front of St. Pierre-Divion. To assist the main attack 
by holding the enemy’s reserves and occupying his artillery, the German lines 
north of the Ancre, as far as and including Serre, were to be assaulted simul- 
taneously; and further north still a subsidiary attack was to be made on both 
sectors of the salient in the German trenches at Gommecourt. 

“Zero” hour had been fixed at 7.30 a.m., 1st July, when the French also 
(but with more diminished forces since Verdun had swallowed up the French 
reserves) were to make a simultaneous attack on both sides of the Somme. 

Of the 30th Division the 89th Brigade was on the right and the 21st 
Brigade on the left. The right boundary of the former brigade was the Maricourt- 
Briqueterie road (exclusive), and the left the junction of “‘N” Street with Fire 


1General Falkenhayn. 

?The Infantry Brigades of the 30th Division were the 21st, 89th and goth. 

*The other British Divisions in line on the rst July, from the left of the 18th Division, were the 
7th, 21st (to which a brigade of the 17th Division had been attached), 34th, 8th, 32nd, 36th, 29th, 
4th, 31st, 56th and 46th, the two latter at Gommecourt. 
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Trench A.g/1. The 17th King’s on the right, and 20th King’s on the left, were 
to assault and capture Dublin Trench between Dublin Redoubt and Glatz 
Redoubt. This was the first objective allotted to the 89th Brigade. When the 
German front-line system had fallen the rgth King’s were to send forward a 
company to garrison the British old front trench by the formation of four strong 
points. The second objective on the 89th Brigade front was the Briqueterie 
which a portion of the 20th King’s was to attack when Montauban had fallen. 
Strong points were to be formed in Faviere Support, north-west of Germans 
Wood, at the junction of Casement and Dublin Trenches and south-east of 
Germans Wood, by the 2nd Bedfords, 17th and 20th King’s. 

The boundaries of the 21st Brigade were ‘‘N”’ Street on the right and Talus 
Boise on the left. The 16th Manchesters were on the right and 18th King’s on 
the left, “L’” Street being the dividing line between the two battalions. 

The objective allotted to the 21st Brigade was the German trench west- 
wards from Glatz Redoubt to a point where the tramway cut the road running 
south from the south-west corner of Montauban. Montauban was to be 
captured by the goth Brigade. 

Throughout the 30th June the roar of the British guns never ceased; the 
Somme valleys were like huge cauldrons emitting steam, the fumes and smoke 
from the bursting shells giving one that impression. All up and down the line, 
behind the rows of earthworks and trenches which showed but little life (since 
it was daylight and movement was restricted) the guns were massed so close 
together that it was a marvel that the enemy’s artillery remained comparatively 
inactive against such inviting targets. But the German gunners had for the 
time being been “‘blinded”’; their “sausage”’ balloons had been driven from the 
air and dared not ascend; their aeroplanes had been mastered by ours. The 
reply of the hostile artillery was, therefore, negligible—all authorities agreeing 
that it was weak. 

On the night 28th/29th June, when patrols returned from an examination 
of the enemy’s wire entanglements, they had reported the wire well cut and 
presenting no obstacle. But still throughout the 30th the guns pounded the 
hostile trenches, keeping the wretched occupants far below ground in their 
well-constructed dug-outs, isolating them from their ration parties, tearing 
their nerves to pieces by the never-ceasing destruction which went on above, 
as the trenches became ever more shapeless and destruction was being piled on 
destruction. To those who watched that awful holocaust of shell-fire it seemed 
as if nothing could ever emerge from it alive. 

And here it is interesting to note that at this period the “creeping barrage” 
had not come into force. The barrages which were to be placed on the enemy’s 
trenches on Ist July were in “lifts.” 


1Casualties amongst officers from April to June inclusive: Second-Lieut. J. H. N. Barnett, 18th 
King’s, wounded 29/5/16; Second-Lieut. F J. Wiliams, 2oth King’s, wounded 17/5/16; Capt. 
G. H. Bradshaw, Second-Lieuts. H. Lancaster and W. H. Jowett wounded; Lieut. R. D. Paterson, 
an a all of 20th King’s, on 26/6/16; Second-Lieut. E. R. Beaumont, 20th King’s, wounded 
30/6/16. 
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The point is important; it means that whereas the German first and 


17th, 18th, 
19th and 20th 


second systems of trenches were heavily bombarded, the intervening ground, Boteations 


often cut up by communication trenches and shell-holes (admirable means of 
defence) were left almost untouched by the barrages which lifted from system 
to system and did not fall upon the spaces between the lines, i.e., not until the 
creeping barrage came in. 

No sooner had darkness fallen on 30th than the comparatively silent 
trenches and back areas sprang into life; where there had been no movement 
(or very little) all day long, there was now the coming and going of troops, of 
supply and transport wagons bearing all the paraphernalia connected with the 
final staging of a great battle. Communication trenches filled with troops 
moving as silently as ghosts up to their assembly positions. In the front line 
ladders (by means of which the attackers were to get out into “No Man’s Land”) 
were placed in position; the wire entanglements in front of the trenches 
cut to allow the passage of men. Everything which had to be done was carried 
out before dawn appeared on the ist July. Water bottles were filled, arms 
finally examined, watches synchronised, and last instructions given by C.O.s 
to their officers, who in turn, passed them on to their N.C.O.s and men. Not a 
thing was overlooked. All were ready for the greatest battle of the war (so far) 
to begin, while here and there the irresponsible optimists indulged in wild 
prophecies of marching into Berlin and suchlike. The Army was agog, on the 
very tiptoe of expectation, for the work and training of weeks and months was 
at last to bear fruit and be put to the test. 

Precisely at what hour the 17th King’s (Lieut.-Colonel B. C. Fairfax 
commanding) moved up to their assembly trenches it is impossible to say, but 
by 3.30 a.m. on Ist July the battalion was in position on a frontage from the 
Maricourt-Briqueterie road to 100 yards west of the Maricourt-Montauban 
road, ““A’’ Company on the right, “B” on the left, forming the first and second 
waves of the attack, “C’ Company forming the third wave, and “D” Company 
the fourth. A French battalion was on the right of the 17th Battalion, and the 
20th King’s on the left. 

The 20th King’s (Lieut-Colonel H. W. Cobham commanding) had moved 
up early, completing the relief of the 2nd Bedfords in the front line by about 
8.30 p.m. A patrol (under Second-Lieut. E. P. Beaumont) then went out to 
make a final examination of the enemy’s wire. 

The patrol found the German wire well cut and the enemy’s front-line 
trenches lightly held, but Lieut. Beaumont and his men were fired on, he as 
well as one other rank being wounded. 

The 20th King’s occupied a frontage from the left of the 17th Battalion 
to “N” Street. 

The 19th King’s (Lieut.-Colonel L. S$. Denham in command), in small 

arties, moved to their battle positions behind “Z.1” at 3.30 a.m. They were 
in reserve in the north-west corner of Maricourt, Colonel Denham’s Head- 
quarters being in the Chateau Keep. 

Of the 21st Brigade the 19th Manchesters were on the right, from the 
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left of the 89th Brigade (20th King’s) to A.9.2. From the latter point to the 
northern point of Talus Boise was held by the 18th King’s. 

The 18th Battalion (Lieut.-Colonel E. H. Trotter) was already assembled 
in its trenches by 12 ey ae 

In Battalion Orders for the attack there are many points of interest, for 
nine months had passed between the Battle of Loos and the beginning of the 
Somme Battles of 1916; and in those months the Army had learned much. 
The minute instructions for the battle (the orders for the 20th King’s are con- 
tained in five pages of typed foolscap pane) are an example of how the science 
of war had progressed since September of the previous year. Trench-mortar 
batteries had by now been formed, and Lewis-guns had been issued. Smoke 
candles were to be carried by the men; they were to be lighted immediately the 
first objective had been captured in order to screen the advance of the goth 
Brigade from its assembly area, The method of artillery co-operation is also 
given; the guns were to “‘lift” off Faviere Support Line at “o.6,” ie, “Zero” 
plus six minutes, off Casement Line and on to Dublin Line at “‘o.16,” i.e., 
“Zero” plus sixteen minutes, and off Dublin Line at “‘o.56,” i.e. “Zero” plus 
fifty-six minutes. 

The fighting dress of the men is thus described: “Each man, with the 
exception of those specially mentioned, will carry waterproof sheet, pack 
(without greatcoat), equipment, rifle and bayonet, 170 rounds of S.A.A,, 
2 Mills grenades (one in each pocket), iron rations, also the unexpended portion 
of two days’ rations. The following (bombers, Lewis-gunners, stretcher bearers) 
will carry rifle and bayonet (except Nos. 1 and 2 of Lewis-gun teams, stretcher 
bearers and throwers), 50 rounds S.A.A. (except Lewis-gunners who will 
carry 170 rounds), waterproof sheet, rations as above. Bombers will, in addition, 
carry 10 Mills grenades each. All men will carry a filled oil bottle, pull-through 
and flannelette. All men, excepting the first wave and bombers, runners and 
stretcher bearers, will carry a pick and shovel in the proportion of one pick to 
three shovels,’ 

These orders were practically general—the dress, equipment and the 
impedimenta the men were to carry in all units being similar. 

The lines of waiting, anxious troops watched the darkness of night give 
place to dawn. A velvety mist hung over the huge battlefield-to-be—the presage 
of a perfect summer’s day. Birds were beginning to chirp amongst the weeds 
at the trenches’ edge, while the rays of the sun rose higher and higher in the 
heavens; of the monstrous Thing so soon to break over the peaceful stillness 
there was no suspicion, only a looker-on would have seen the gunners more busy 
than usual beside the great stacks of shells—food for the guns. 

At 6.30 a.m., an hour before “Zero,” there was a sudden shock, impossible 
to describe; all that had gone before was as nothing to it. The veil of tender 
mist which hung over the trenches and back areas, was rent by a blast which 
left men incapable of speech. The air was filled with screaming shells as the 


1§teel helmets were also worn now by all ranks. 


pOLOHd anv1d0uay 








916l "A1Ae INVA AVL 


1916) OVER THE TOP 267 


passion of the guns was let loose. The final hour of the artillery bombardment 
had begun. 

With increasing intensity the guns poured vast numbers of shells upon 
the German front-line trenches, or rather what had once been trenches, for they 
had by now lost all semblance of scientifically constructed defences; parapets 
had been levelled with the ground, fire steps and bays no longer existed, sand 
bags and timber lay about in all directions with pieces of smashed machine-guns 
and trench-mortars; here and there were the ghastly remains of what had once 
been living human beings. For nearly an hour the guns had lashed and seared the 
German defences, when eight minutes before “Pero” hour the Stokes mortars 
opened fire also. These mortars had been placed at the heads of Russian saps, 
prepared by the Tunnelling Companies, and while they were firing the assaulting 
troops braced themselves for the great effort. Watches in hand, the officers 
counted the minutes. 

At 7.30 a.m. the shrill sounds of whistles echoed all along the line, and 
up the scaling ladders, over the parapets, out into “No Man’s Land” swarmed 
thousands of khaki figures. For the first time in any great battle the troops 
wore the new steel helmets, and their appearance was extraordinarily work~ 
manlike.! Wave followed wave with about 100 yards between each. 

The distance between the trenches of the 17th King’s and the German 
front line was from 200-400 yards, and between the 20th King’s and the 
enemy’s trenches from 400-500 yards. 

On the right the former battalion met with practically no resistance. 
Advancing in quick time across ‘‘No Man’s Land,” under desultory hostile 
artillery fire and weak machine-gun and rifle-fire, the King’s men secured the 
first objective (Dublin Trench), quite easily, at the time allotted —8.30 a.m. 
By a coincidence the C.O. (Colonel Fairfax) and the C.O. of the 3rd Battalion, 
13rd French Regiment, on the right of the King’s, arrived in Dublin Trench 
together. “A” and “B” Companies of the 17th Battalion then dug in about 
100 yards north of Dublin Trench, with “C” and “D” Companies in rear in 
Casement Trench. These dispositions were held throughout the day and the night, 
ist/and July? The casualties of the 17th King’s on 1st July were Capt. E. C. 
Torrey, Lieut. D. H. Scott? and Second-Lieut. P. L. Wright wounded, and in 
other ranks the losses were 100. 

On the left of the 17th Battalion the 20th King’s advanced to the attack 
in four lines, No. 1 Company (right) and No. 2 Company (left) on a two-platoon 
frontage, with Nos. 3 and 4 Companies forming the third and fourth waves 
respectively. “The lines advanced through the enemy’s artillery fire,” the 
Battalion Diary states, “as though on parade, in quick time.” Without a pause 
the leading waves went on to Alt Trench and Casement Trench. Here they 
waited until the barrage lifted from Dublin Trench, when they pushed on and 
captured it without opposition, Nos. 1 and 2 Companies consolidating the 

1A few had been issued at Loos for experimental purposes. 


*The Diary of the 17th King’s Regiment contains few details of the attack on ret July. 
"Died later of wounds. 
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trench, whilst No. 3 Company dug in 150 yards in rear. Casualties up to this 
period were two officers killed (names not given), Capt. Robinson wounded, 
and forty-nine other ranks killed and wounded. 

At 11.50 a.m. orders were received to assault and capture the Briqueterie. 
Colonel Cobham had by this time established his headquarters in the north-west 
corner of Germans Wood, over in the enemy’s lines. At 12.20 p.m. the barrage 
lifted and No. 4 Company, under Capt. E. C. Orford, advanced to the attack. 
A section of bombers under Second-Lieut. Baker had already pushed up Nord 
Alley and Chimney Trench (both west of the Briqueterie) and secured the flank 
of No. 4 Company, which was then enabled to rush and capture its objective 
without serious opposition. On the far side of the Briqueterie a party of Germans 
had established themselves in a dug-out and had also mounted a machine-gun 
with which they attempted to shoot down the King’s men. Close fighting then 
ensued in which bayonet and bomb played a great part, but the enemy was 
speedily overcome, though not before Lieut. Gooch and Second-Lieut. Williams 
had been wounded. The garrison of the dug-out (all of which were captured) 
consisted of a colonel, four other officers and forty rank and file. Two machine- 
guns, a quantity of maps, orders and other documents and material fell into the 
hands of the King’s men. 

“Steps were immediately taken for consolidating the ground won, which, 
owing to the destruction wrought by our ‘Heavies’ was a matter of great 
difficulty, what had been trenches being almost unrecognisable as such, and the 
earth so pulverised that cover could only be made by aid of sandbags.” 

Throughout the afternoon and far into the night the enemy’s artillery 
swept all the ground won by the King’s men, and casualties were heavy. 
Battalion Headquarters had been established at the junction of Glatz Alley and 
Casement Trench, and with Dublin Trench, the whole of this area was sub- 
jected to a perfect hail of shell. 

The fighting on 1st July had cost the 20th King’s two officers (Second- 
Lieuts. F. Barnes and J. C. Laughlin) killed, and three (including Capt. H. H. 
Robinson) wounded; seventy-five other ranks had also been killed or wounded. 

Of the part taken by the rgth King’s during the first day of the battles, 
there is little to record, their Diary merely stating that on ‘“‘the first day of the 
attack. The battalion used up entirely in ‘carrying parties’ for the brigade. 
Battalion Headquarters in the Chateau, Maricourt.” 

The story of the 18th (City Battalion) of the King’s Regiment is, however, 
of great interest, and was told by the C.O. (Lieut.-Colonel Trotter),? who was 
killed a few days later whilst gallantly leading his battalion to assembly positions 
for an attack, ‘The narrative is given in full: — 

“The battalion was formed up in the assembly trenches by 7.30 a.m. 
At 7.20 a.m. I went down the line and saw all was in order, and then returned 
to Battalion Headquarters. I tried to observe the advance of the battalion at 

1Battalion Diary, 2oth Battalion King’s Regiment. 
*Account of Battle of rst July, 1916, for Glatz Redoubt and Montauban, by Lt.-Colonel E. H. 
Trotter, D.S.O., commanding 18th Ser. Battalion The King’s Liverpool Regiment.” 
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7.30 but I was too late by about a minute in seeing the front line getting out of 18th Battahon 
their trenches, but I saw the enemy attempting to barrage our Front line just ™* Ju 
after our third line left and before out fourth line reached the barrage. The 
enemy’s barrage did not appear to do much harm to our men before they left 
our front line, as I saw our fourth line, who were in sectional column, press 
successfully through the shell area; but I heard afterwards there were casualties 
from the enemy’s artillery on the racecourse. There are very few officers left now 
from No. 1 Company, the leading company on the left, and none from No. 4 
Company, the support company, but from the narratives of the survivors, 
officers and men, | think the following is a pretty accurate story. 

“In many places our men could leave the trenches without being seen 
from the enemy’s front-line trenches. This was on the Fleche side, and to deal 
with them the enemy had, on the 18th Division front, well back, machine guns 
in the open which it was impossible to locate before the action commenced. 
The hedge running tn front of Montauban, which was the apparent place, was 
under barrage from our artillery. These machine guns dealt with men, unseen, 
leaving the parapet. On the right, where the men were more on the high ground, 
there was a machine gun firing directly on our men advancing from the front- 
line trench. This was afterwards captured, and its team, who fired up to the 
last minute and then attempted to surrender, were shot. An N.C.O, had one 
hand on the gun and one in the air. The first line seems to have been taken 
with a certain amount of opposition, and one officer and some men surrendered, 
but previous to this on our advance” (word undecipherable) “men were seen to 
leave the back trenches and retreat towards Montauban. A certain amount of 
bombing took place in the second-line trench and thirty men surrendered 
after being forced into dug-outs by our advancing parties. The line was not 
held by the barrage on the front two trenches or Alt Trench and reached that.” 
(This latter sentence is not clear but it is given in its original.) 

“Here a difficulty arose and the officers who remained alive with the 
men had difficulty in stopping their forward rush. The barrage was on, as 
ordered at schedule time, and the battalion had to wait until it lifted, during 
which time they were subjected from the left flank, the 18th Division area, 
to machine-gun fire which enfiladed them, besides which, on our own front, 
on the front of Train Alley running north-east, which looks like a communi- 
cation trench and was filled with dug-outs and very little touched by our 
artillery, being in the valley, the enemy had placed a flanking party under cover 
of a rough tree hedge with its right running into Alt Alley, covered by a bombing 


“Capt. A. de Bels Adam, who was in the second line and whose duty it 
was to keep intercommunication with the 18th Division and cover on the left 
flank, immediately saw the situation and, as agreed, attempted to deal with it 
by the bombing parties told off for this object. The bombing parties were, 
however, shot down by snipers. The gallantry of the men and officers and the 
foresight and battle knowledge of Capt. Adam is beyond all praise, for at this 
point and at this moment | think the whole of the operations for the taking of 
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Montauban were in the balance. Our forward bombing parties had all been shot 
down by snipers, and Second-Lieut. G. A. Herdman, who had come forward to 
deal with the situation, was blown to pieces by an enemy bomb. Second-Lieut. 
E. Fitzbrown, who led his company and was the first man to enter the enemy's 
front-line trench, where he had emptied his revolver, seeing the situation, took 
two bombs in his hand and attempted to bomb Train Alley and the hedge, and 
immediately met with the same fate as other bombers had done who had tried 
to do the same thing, from the enemy’s snipers. Here it was that Capt. Adam’s 
battle knowledge and determination saved the situation. 

“He immediately sent to Lieut. Watkins of the clearing party, for more 
bombers, who came up. 

“Men, whose names deserve mention, reconnoitred at the risk of wounds 
(which they received) and death also, located the enemy’s bombing party and 
reported to Lieut. Watkins that Alt Trench was held by an advanced bombing 
party which covered the enemy’s snipers in Train Alley with rifles fixed in 
Alt Trench. 

“Lieut. Watkins attempted to go down and found the body of Second- 
Lieut. Herdman, and threw a bomb which failed to reach the enemy bombing 
guard. Lieut. Watkins acted as one of Capt. Adam’s subalterns would act, 
and grasping the situation immediately, he told off his longest throwers, who, 
with the greatest luck, threw a bomb into the German bombing guard, killing 
two and pushing the rest back into Train Alley, thus making the advance 
possible, and the bombing of Lieut. Watkins’ party drove the enemy into their 
dug-outs; many, including an officer, were shot in the hedge by riflemen, and 
thirty, including a medical officer, surrendered to Lieut. Watkins on their 
dug-outs being bombed; but the bombs do not appear to have done much 
damage to the dug-outs. 

“This action relieved any enemy pressure on our left and enabled the 
18th Battalion to carry the Glatz Redoubt when the barrage lifted, in con- 
junction with the 19th Manchesters, who were slightly intermixed. 

“The fire from the Glatz Redoubt, on the enemy retiring into Montauban, 
caused us to take cover in dug-outs and folds in the ground, and they served 
very well as the 90th Brigade advanced towards Montauban. 

“I have reported to brigade that I considered the 18th Division were 
slow on our left. This I consider was not an unmixed blessing for the Germans, 
for when J reached the Glatz Redoubt I came into touch with Lieut.-Colonel 
Sir Henry Hill, commanding 19th Manchesters, and the situation seemed 
favourable. We both went forward and considered the consolidation of the 
position, which was much hampered by the goth Brigade being in our Glatz 
Redoubt trenches waiting to assault Montauban.” (It will be remembered that 
the goth Infantry Brigade was to pass through the 89th and 21st Brigades 
when the latter had secured their final objective.) 

“Even then, 1.15 after ‘Zero,’ I could see we were behind the enemy 
on the 18th Division front, but our men and our Lewis gunners who had been 
told off to guard our left flank had apparently seen the opposing lines fighting 
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and had enfiladed the enemy trenches, which looked to me to be the wired part 
of Train Alley and trenches in its vicinity. The enemy’s retreat from the front 
of the 18th Division was raked by us and stopped down Train Alley, and was 
probably diverted to Breslau Alley, causing the enemy heavy casualties from 
the 18th Division. On the goth Brigade moving forward, consolidation along 
the Glatz Redoubt to Train Alley was completed by the remnants of the 
fighting battalion. No. 1 Strong Point and trench was held by Headquarters 
18th Service Battalion, K.L.R., and a working party from R.E. The enemy 
shelled these places intermittently during the night, inflicting about twelve 
casualties, Activity against Montauban, beyond our line, took place. The 
stretcher bearers, whose ranks were thinned by casualties, worked incessantly 
on the wounded of every battalion they came across. Many of our men and the 
wounded of the goth Brigade remained on the field for forty hours. The Medical 
Officer and every available officer went out to deal with them and marked their 
positions, and the 2nd Wiltshire Regiment, overworked as they were, gave 
valuable help in clearing the racecourse into our front trenches. I cannot help 
mentioning that I never heard a man of my battalion make a single complaint 
or request that he should be moved, but seemed to look upon it as a kindness 
that officers and the Medical Officer should come out and do their best for them 
when they were helpless. 

“Every fighting officer was hit by enemy bullets or shells except one, and 
he was accidently bayoneted as he crossed a trench. 

“The officers of the battalion staff alone were untouched. 

“T estimate our casualties at about 500.1 

“I told both officers and men that there were to be no S.O.S. messages 
and the Redoubt was to be carried by themselves without causing the Brigadier 
to use his reserves, so during the battle the estimates were put at a lower figure 
than the actual number. 

“T cannot speak too highly of the gallantry of the officers and men. The 
men amply repaid the care and kindness of their company officers, who have 
always tried to lead and not to drive. As laid down in my first lecture to the 
battalion when formed, in the words of Prince Kraft, ‘men follow their officers 
not from fear, but from love of their regiment where everything had always 
and at all times, gone well with them.’ ” 

A very gallant story, but not yet quite complete; Capt. A. de Bels Adam 
was amongst those brave fellows who lost their lives; Lieut. H. C. Watkins 
was subsequently awarded the Military Cross; a corporal and a private were 
awarded the Military Medal for the following deeds:—“18/16993, Corporal 
T. T. Richards: For great bravery in charging and taking a German machine 
gun practically single-handed and despatching the gun team. 18/16818, 


1The officer casualties were: Killed—Capts. C. N. Brockbank and A. de Bels Adam, Lieut. G. M. 
Dawson, Second-Lieuts. G. B. Golds, R. U. Merry, G. A. Herdman, E. Fitzbrown; wounded—Lieut. 
B, Withy (d. of w. 2/7/16), Second-Lieut. L. R. Davies (d. of w. 5/7/16), Capt. C. H. McDiarmid, 
Second-Lieuts. N. Wane, T. R. Walker, C. D. Calcott, C. B. Leather, F. J. Clifton, A. Clover and 
D. M. Griffin. 
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r7th, 18th, Private F. S. Haslam: For great bravery on July 1st when acting as a runner 
Retina to his Captain, who fell wounded within thirty yards of a hedge held by bombers 
ut July and riflemen. Private Haslam dashed forward and dressed Capt. Adam’s wound 
and continued to do so after being wounded himself. The enemy threw a bomb 

and killed Capt. Adam and a second time wounded Private Haslam.” 
Thus the story of the 17th, 18th, rgth and 2oth Battalions of the King’s 


Regiment on the ist July—the first day of the Battles of the Somme, 1916! 


THE ATTACK CONTINUED 


The results of the first day of the battle were somewhat disappointing. 
Only on the right of the line (from Maricourt to just south of Fricourt), along 
the front of the 30th, 18th and 7th Divisions, had any considerable progress 
been made. Here Montauban and Mametz were in our hands, but Fricourt 
and Fricourt Wood had defied capture. North of the village and between that 
place and La Boisselle a deep wedge had been driven into the enemy’s lines as 
far as the valley south-west of Contalmaison; between La Boiselle and Ovillers 
la Boiselle, another small wedge had been made in the German line, but these 
were the sole gains of ground. 

The enemy’s deep dug-outs had served him well, sheltering his troops 
until our barrage had lifted; he then came up, out from the bowels of the earth 
(as it were) and met the attacking troops with machine-gun and rifle-fire ere 
ever they had time to reach the hostile trenches. Where “No Man’s Land” 
was but a narrow strip, enabling the British troops to get across that dread 
space quickly, our gains were largest. 

“In view of the general situation at the end of the first day’s operations,’ 
said Sir Douglas Haig, “‘I decided that the best course was to press forward on 
a front extending from our junction with the French to a point half-way between 
La Boiselle and Contalmaison, and to limit the offensive on our left for the 
present to a slow and methodical advance. North of the Ancre such preparations 
were to be made as would hold the enemy to his position and enable the attack 
to be resumed there later if desirable.” 

Thus the intentions of the higher command! 

Meanwhile the afternoon of the 1st and night of 1st/2nd July in Mon- 
tauban were extremely uncomfortable. The village had been reduced almost to 
dust and very little cellar accommodation could be found. The slightest move- 
ment in the open drew accurate and heavy machine-gun fire from Caterpillar 
Wood (north-west of the village), the northern slopes of the ravine and from 
Bernafay Wood (east of the village). From 1.45 p.m. the enemy’s artillery fire 
steadily grew heavier, touch with the 18th Division on the left was not established 
et later a party of the enemy had entered Montauban Alley (north of the 
village). 

Log iri the 17th King’s spent the 2nd July in consolidating Dublin and Casement 
Si nec Trenches (two companies of the battalion in each trench) and in digging a 
and July communication trench between them. 


The 20th King’s, however, had a strenuous day. The dispositions of the 
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battalion early on 2nd July were: No. 1 Company in Dublin Trench, two 
platoons of No. 2 Company on the left; No. 3 Company (less one platoon) 
and two platoons of No. 2 Company were about 150 yards in rear in a trench 
which they had dug during the night 1/2nd. Battalion Headquarters were at 
Strong Point No. 2. No. 4 Company and one platoon of No. 3 held the Briqueterie. 

At 3.30 a.m. about 100 Germans, advancing by sectional rushes, attacked 
No. 4 Company, but were repulsed. 

At 10.15 a.m. two patrols, each consisting of one N.C.O. and seven men, 
one under Sergeant C. B. Ambler, and the other under Lance-Corporal H. 
Abbott, went out to search Bernafay Wood. The latter, owing to heavy artillery 
fire, had become almost impenetrable and was in a ghastly condition, for the 
enemy had used it as shelter for his troops. It contained cellars and dug-outs 
many of which had been blown in and demolished. The wood was empty save 
for several of the enemy who were found hiding amidst the debris. The two 
patrols brought in seventeen prisoners and many dead Germans were seen in, 
and in front of the wood. During the evening Sergeant Ambler took out another 
patrol, bringing back three more prisoners and reporting the dug-outs and 
cellars clear of the enemy. Of the prisoners brought in during the day fourteen 
had thirty-eight detonated bombs in their possession as well as their arms. 
During the night 2nd/3rd, No. 4 Company was again heavily shelled and 
suffered thirty casualties. After darkness a reinforcement of nine officers joined 
the battalion. 

The 19th King’s still acted as “carrying parties” and the Divisional Diary 
has the following note regarding their work: “The carrying parties, always 
rather small in numbers and reduced by casualties, did really good work, but 
there was a tendency to bring them up exhausted, largely due to their anxiety 
to be ‘tn the fun’ as soon as possible.” 

The 18th King’s of the 21st Brigade in Glatz Redoubt were relieved at 
9 p.m. and moved back to the old British front line east of Talus Boise. They 
were terribly weak, and when on the 3rd the battalion was “numbered,” only 
6 officers and 288 other ranks were left. The next day they moved to hutments 
and tents in the Bois des Tailles, the 21st Brigade having been relieved by South 
African troops of the gth Division. 

The 89th Brigade, however, still remained in the line. 

The 17th Battalion on 3rd report a “quiet day,” but again the 20th 
Battalion was busy. At 4 a.m. No. 4 Company at the Briqueterie sent out a 
patrol of three men who brought in four prisoners (two wounded). Another 
patrol, under Sergeant H. Lawrenson, went out south-west of the wood and 
reported all quiet and no enemy in sight. The useful information thus acquired 
by the 20th King’s from their excellent patrol work resulted, during the night 
3rd/4th, in the occupation of Bernafay Wood by the 27th Brigade (gth Division), 
though as soon as the enemy discovered it was in our hands he turned his 
heaviest guns on to it and two battalions of the brigade in the wood suffered 
exceedingly heavy losses. This shelling also resulted in the 20th King’s losing 
two other ranks killed and about thirty wounded. 
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At 8 p.m. the battalion (less No. 4 Company which continued to hold the 
Briqueterie) took over Glatz Redoubt and other trenches occupied by the 
19th Manchesters. 

The 4th July was characterised by the usual amount of shell-fire on both 
sides, but at last, at 10 p.m., the 20th Battalion was relieved by South African 
troops and moved back to the northern area of the Bois des Tailles, arriving 
in the early hours of sth. The 17th Battalion had also been relieved by the South 
Africans and moved back similarly to the Bois des Tailles. 

By the morning of sth July the whole of the 30th Division had been 
relieved by the 9th Division after four days’ strenuous fighting, which drew 
congratulations from the higher command on the fine progress made. 

Not only the division, but the King’s men were specially pleased at receiving 
a message from Lord Derby: ‘“‘Convey to 30th Division my best congratulations 
on their splendid work. Lancashire will indeed be proud of them.” 

Success, however, does not always bring the reward anticipated, for the 
30th Division, hoping for a few days’ rest after having done so well, had hardly 
reached the rest camps allotted to it when the Divisional Commander was 
informed that on the 7th he was to occupy “‘by an operation” the line from the 
Maltz Horn Farm, inclusive, on the right, to and including the southern portion 
of Trénes Wood. The lower half of the wood was to be rendered impassable by 
entanglements, the upper portion (when occupied) partly cleared to facilitate 
the passage later of troops of the 9th Division which would be moving from 
south-west to north-east in order to attack Waterlot Farm. The task of the 
3oth Division was in fact to form a defensive flank to the advance of 
the Fourth Army against the German second line running west from Longueval 
—an important and responsible task indeed. 


TRONES WOOD 


The remembrance of Trénes Wood in July, 1916, to those who passed 
through it is of a noisome, horrible place, of a tangled mass of trees and under- 
growth which had been tossed and flung about in frightful confusion by the 
shells of both sides; of the ghastly dead which lay about in all directions, and of 
DEATH, lurking in every hole and corner with greedy hands ready to snatch 
the lives of the unwary. 

In shape the wood resembled a pear; it was situated between Bernafay 
Wood on the west, and Guillemont on the east. South of Trénes Wood was 
Faviere Wood, the northern point of which at this period was still held by the 
Germans. The country round about the Briqueterie (south of Bernafay Wood 
and south-west of Trénes Wood) was absolutely open save only for a deep 
trough in which lay Maltz Horn Farm Trench, and lower down, Faviere Wood. 
Maltz Horn Farm, only a few bricks of which remained, stood on the crest of a 
plateau rising from the eastern bank of the trough. The whole of the open 
ground was under observation from a German “sausage” balloon north of 
Longueval, and as a consequence the enemy's guns (in an endeavour to make 
the space impassable) never ceased shelling this area, which resembled a seething 


1916] TRONES WOOD 276 


furnace, the smoke from bursting shells rising like steam from the troubled 
earth. A sunken road, affording cover from view, ran from the Briqueterie into 
the trough in which lay the Maltz Horn Trench. The southern end of the 
latter was on high ground and abutted on Trénes Wood where the Guillemont 
road entered the wood. Both Bernafay and Trénes Woods were absolute 
thickets; only a few clearings, through which railways ran, and a few com- 
munication trenches, dug by the enemy, formed the only fairly easy means of 
progress. For the rest it was all that an unequipped man could do to make his 
way through, and unless he had a compass bearing it was odds on his losing 
direction. 

The southern portion of Trénes Wood and of the space between the latter 
and Bernafay Wood was on a ridge high enough to hide the ground north of it 
from the Maltz Farm plateau. The southern part of the ridge was in full view 
of the Maltz Horn heights, while the northern side was exposed to observation 
from about Longueval. Along this ridge ran Trénes Alley, a good communi- 
cation trench—+rhe sole British covered approach to Trines Wood. The trench was 
under a continuous bombardment and was frequently completely blocked 
with dead and wounded. At this period it was not known that the Trénes 
Alley communication trench ran through Trénes Wood and connected up with 
the trench running alongside the Guillemont-Trénes road. 

From the above description it will be seen how scanty and precarious were 
the British approaches to Trénes Wood, exposed as they were to the heaviest 
artillery fire from guns of every calibre. 

From the defensive side, #.e., the German standpoint, the situation was far 
different. The enemy’s second line ran round the wood, south, east and north 
of it. Guillemont was about 800 yards east of the wood, Waterlot Farm about 
400 yards, and Longueval about 800 yards. Covered approaches (by communt- 
cation trench) ran into the wood from east and north-east. From Maurepas 
(south-east) and Bazentin (north-west) hostile artillery fire could be concentrated 
at will upon the wood. The wood could be held and reinforced, or evacuated, 
at will, in which case it could be swept from three points of the compass by a 
perfect hurricane of shells. 

“It 1s impossible,” records the narrative contained in the 30th Division 
G.S. Diary, “to understand the operations which followed, unless one first 
realises (a) that it was very difficult to assemble troops for the attack by day; 
(4) that only one covered approach existed to the wood fit for use by small 
parties, and a bad passage at that; (c) the overwhelming artillery fire which could 
be produced by the Germans owing to our position in the extreme point of a 
pronounced salient; (¢) the nearness of the wood to the German second line, 
which could be fed so long as there were troops there to feed it with; (¢) the thick- 
ness of the wood itself which allowed the defenders to keep up a sort of bush war- 
fare and rendered organised movement difficult by day and impossible by night.”’ 

Originally designed to take place on 7th July, the attack was postponed 
until 7.15 a.m. on the 8th, at which hour the 21st Brigade advanced to assault 
the wood; the goth Brigade was in support and the 89th in reserve. 


18th Battalion 


8th July 
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The first attack led by the 2nd Green Howards, who advanced through 
Bernafay Wood, failed, and a second attack by the 2nd Wiltshire Regiment 
was ordered to take place at 1 p.m. Meanwhile the French, on the right of the 
30th Division, had captured the northern point of Faviere Wood and Maltz 
Horn Trench, their objectives, but their left flank was unprotected. 

At 12.30 p.m. a very heavy bombardment was put down on the wood, and 
three companies of the Wiltshires advanced through Bernafay Wood and 
crossed the open space to Trénes Wood under heavy hostile fire. They succeeded 
in obtaining a lodgment in the southern portion of the wood where they set to 
work at once to dig thentselves in. Their fourth company had been sent to the 
Briqueterie with orders to advance to Maltz Horn Trench and join up with the 
left of the French, which they did in fine style. The three companies in Trones 
Wood were badly scattered and had all they could do to maintain their position, 
though reinforced by the Manchesters. 

The 18th King’s did not attack but were employed as carrying parties. 
The battalion (about 350 strong) had moved up to assembly trenches between 
Oxford and Cambridge Copses and there bivouacked. Until the afternoon of 
the 8th they remained in this position, when Lieut.-Colonel E. H. Trotter 
received orders to move his battalion up to Train Alley. The gallant Colonel 
was seeing his battalion into the position assigned to it when he was killed by 
a shell at about 5.30 p.m. His loss was keenly felt by all ranks, by whom he was 
greatly respected and beloved for his fine soldierly qualities. Just before the 
18th King’s left their assembly position to move up to Train Alley, Major 
Bowden was ordered to take his company (No. 2) carrying water for the troops 
in the front line to the Briqueterie and there report to the Staff Captain who 
ordered him to carry S.A.A., grenades, rockets and water to a company of the 
Wiltshires in Hairpin Trench, near Maltz Horn Farm, and then return to the 
Briqueterie. At 6 p.m. No. 3 Company (under Capt. G. Ravenscroft) was 
loaded up with water and sent off also to the Briqueterie, where they were re- 
directed on to Trones Wood. This company arrived at its destination at about 
8 p.m., and while handing over the water the enemy launched a heavy counter- 
attack. With the Wiltshires and Manchesters the King’s men manned the 
trenches and repelled the attack. Then, leaving behind two Lewis-gun teams at 
the request of the Adjutant of the Wiltshires, the company split up into small 
parties and returned to Train Alley which they reached at about 10 a.m. on 9th. 
Meanwhile Major Bowden had returned to the Briqueterie at 9.30 p.m. the 
previous night and was ordered to take over command of the 18th Battalion, his 
company (No. 2) being sent to garrison Chimney Trench. 

Nos. 1 and 4 Companies, on the 8th, had been sent up at 8.30 p.m. to 
the Briqueterie where they were ordered to man the sunken road and prepare 
fire positions in case of a counter-attack. Just before dawn on gth July, No. 2 
Company in Chimney Trench, owing to heavy casualties, was moved to Nord 
Alley. At 6 a.m. No. 1 Company, having collected bombs, sand bags and S.A.A., 
carried them up to Tr6énes Wood, while No. 4 Company carried similar stores 
to Hairpin Trench. 
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The 18th King’s were relieved during the morning by a battalion of the 
goth Brigade and returned to Oxford Copse. They had, as the record shows, 
with the exception of No. 3 Company, done no fighting, yet their losses were 
2 officers and 4 other ranks killed and 1 officer and 21 other ranks wounded 
and missing. 

From Oxford Copse the battalion marched to Trigger Wood and on the 
11th, with other units of the 21st Brigade, moved to Morlancourt, thence by 
way of Welcome Wood (on 13th) to Fourdrinoy, where the King’s men 
billeted; they were out of the inferno for the time being. 

Four attacks had already been launched against Trénes Wood in an 
endeavour to capture the whole of it, but no more than a narrow footing had 
been obtained in the southern portion. At 12.30 p.m. on roth July the 89th 
Brigade was ordered to relieve the goth Brigade, and in the early hours of the 
11th, took over from the latter the front line which then ran from Bernafay 
Wood to Maltz Horn Farm (the latter having been most gallantly captured by 
the R.S. Fusiliers of the goth Brigade), though the northern portion of Maltz 
Horn Trench was held by the enemy. 

The situation early on the morning of 11th July as regards the British 
“hold” on Trénes Wood, appeared to be that we had xo “hold’’ on the wood. 

The 17th King’s had already been engaged with the enemy on the roth. 
One company of the battalion had been lent to the goth Brigade, which used it 
to attack a German post situated where Trénes Alley entered the Wood, but 
the attack was a failure and the King’s men suffered heavily. A second company 
of the 17th Battalion was also lent to the goth Brigade but was subsequently 
sent back to Briqueterie road under the 89th Brigade. 

The relief of the goth Brigade took place on the night 1oth/r11th, the 
20th King’s beginning at 10 p.m. to take over the trenches recently captured 
by the 2nd R.S. Fusiliers, from that battalion. No. 1 Company took over Maltz 
Horn Trench as far north as held by the Fusiliers; No. 2 Company was in 
continuation of No. 1 southwards and also in Maltz Horn Farm; Nos. 3 and 4 
Companies in continuation southwards to the junction of Maltz Horn and 
Chimpanzee Trenches and support trenches occupied by French troops. The 
relief was completed at about 1.30 a.m. on 11th. 

The 17th King’s were apparently disposed on the sunken road and in 
Dublin and Casement Streets, and the 19th Battalion seems to have been back 
in the old German front-line trenches of 1st July; but from the records the dis- 
positions of these two battalions are not clear. 

At 3.27 a.m. on 11th, just before dawn and after a heavy bombardment, 
Trénes Wood was attacked for the fifth time. The 2nd Bedfords, on the left 
of the 89th Brigade front, who had extended their leading company along the 
sunken road with its left on the Briqueterie and the other companies at about 
100 yards distance behind it, were on the left. On the right a section of bombers 
of the 20th King’s, under Second-Lieut. Small, attacked that portion of Maltz 
Horn Trench north of the Farm, and after some resistance, captured it. This 
trench ended in a fork, one side of which ran to near the eastern edge of Trénes 
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Wood, the other almost to the Guillemont-Trénes Wood road. About fifty of 
the enemy were killed and two machine guns put out of action, but unfortun- 
ately Second-Lieut. Small, while reconnoitring the road, was killed. A patrol 
crossed the road and endeavoured to locate the German strong point, but 
failed to do so. All day long the trench was held, and although at dusk the 
enemy launched a strong counter-attack against the King’s men from the 
direction of Waterlot Farm, it was beaten off, considerable execution being done 
on the enemy by machine-gun fire. 

In the meantime the Bedfords had once more forced their way into the 
wood and had taken up a line on the south-eastern edge. The wood was thick 
with German snipers who had sheltered in dug-outs and narrow trenches. 
In the thick scrub these could not be located, and the Bedfords, though sniped 
at from all directions, set to work to dig themselves in as the surest protection 
from an unseen enemy. 

During the afternoon No. 3 Company of the 19th King’s (under Capt. 
Smith) was ordered up to support the Bedfords by making a traverse drive 
through the wood from the south-west corner in a north-easterly direction. 
The attack met with snipers all the way, and although the strong point was 
assailed, the King’s men were, as the Battalion Diary expresses it, ‘badly cut 
up,” losing their Company Commander and three officers, nine other ranks 
killed, forty-five wounded and ten missing. The survivors then fell back to the 
south-west corner of the wood and dug themselves in. 

About 6 p.m. news was received that the Germans were going to counter- 
attack from Waterlot Farm (the attack previously described as being beaten 
off by the 20th King’s). The enemy attacked the Bedfords fiercely and two 
of the companies were driven out of the wood, the remaining two companies, 
however, maintaining their position along the south-eastern edge. 

The signal for the German counter-attack had been a green light followed 
by a white light. When the latter went up the G.O.C., 89th Brigade, at once 
sent two companies of the 17th King’s to counter-attack. At 10.30 p.m. these 
two companies (which, records do not state) moved off from a slight cutting 
in the Briqueterie-Maricourt road, a short distance north of Dublin Trench, 
straight for the south-east corner of the wood. They obtained a footing in the 
wood and actually pushed the enemy back to an east and west line through to 
the strong point on the Guillemont-Trénes Wood road; good work was done 
here by Capt. Brinson. Later Colonel Fairfax went up and assumed command of 
all troops in the wood. The attack by the 17th King’s was the sixth made on 
Trénes Wood. 

The general situation in the wood had, however, necessitated the retire- 
ment of the 20th King’s from the northern portion of Maltz Horn Trench, 
which they had so gallantly captured. 

There is little more to be said as the 30th Division was relieved on the 
12th by the 18th Division. No further attacks on the wood were made by the 
former division, for the troops were exhausted and attack after attack had failed 
to make progress, little more than a footing in the extreme southern portion being 
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all there was to show for the loss of many gallant officers and men. The place 
was a death air and although the attacks were made with great determination, 
the presence of snipers who could not be detected and who often fired into the 
backs of our men, made the clearing of the wood impossible. Only when the 
general attack on the left progressed was it possible to take the whole of the 
wood and hold it, but by that time Trénes Wood was indescribably horrible. 

On relief on the 12th the 17th and 19th Battalions moved back to Trigger 
Wood and the 20th Battalion to the Maricourt defences. On the 14th the 89th 
Brigade marched to the Corbie area. 

Although not actually engaged in the Battle of Albert, the 13th Battalion 
of the King’s Regiment is entitled to that battle honour, for they were in the 
area of the operations. With other units of the 9th Brigade (3rd Division) the 
battalion had arrived at Morlancourt on the 7th July and on 9th moved to 
trenches north of Carnoy (Marlboro’ Wood to Pommiers Trench inclusive), 
well within the old German defences north-west of Montauban. 

The 13th King’s since 4th April (on which day they had been transferred 
from the 8th to the 9th Brigade, 3rd Division) and before their arrival on the 
Somme in July, had spent nearly three months of more or less uneventful life 
in the front-line trenches, or in billets in the Kemmel, Locre and Meteren 
areas, before on 17th they moved back to Bayenghem. On the rst July they 
left the latter place and marched to Audruicq Station and entrained for Doullens. 
From Doullens they marched (by stages) via Bernaville, Vignacourt, Bertangies, 
La Houssaye and Morlancourt, where (as stated above) they arrived on 7th 
July, moving thence on 9th up to the trenches from Marlboro’ Wood to 
Pommiers Trench, inclusive. 

The 3rd Division had been detailed as one of the attacking divisions in 
oa operations to begin on 14th July, now known as the Battle of Bazentin 

idge. 


(ii) THE BATTLE OF BAZENTIN RIDGE 
14TH-17TH JULY 


On the night of 13th July, the British line south-east of the Albert- 
Bapaume road ran north from the north-western outskirts of Hardecourt until 
it reached the south-eastern corner of Trénes Wood, thence through the extreme 
southern end of the wood and round the western side to about 200 yards north 
of the railway which ran in an east and west line through the centre; here it 
turned back sharply past the northern exits of Bernafay Wood, round the 
northern and north-western outskirts of Montauban, Caterpillar Wood, Mametz 
Wood (both of which were in our hands), along the northern edge of the latter 
in a westerly direction, including Contalmaison and Contalmaison Wood, back 
to the old front line just north-west of Ovillers. 

The operations to take place on 14th July were with the object of seizing the 
line from Longueval to Bazentin-le-Petit Wood, both inclusive. These objectives 
were on the high ground north of Montauban and their possession was, there-- 
fore, most desirable. 
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Seven divisions were to make the preliminary attack with others in reserve. 
The former included (from right to left) 18th, 9th, 3rd, 21st, 1st and 34th, 
and amongst the latter was the 33rd which had arrived in the Somme area 
about a week previously. Thus the 13th and the 4th King’s were to take part 
in the battle! 

Although not engaged in any large attacks on the enemy, the 4th King’s 
had spent a busy three months (April, May and June) in the line north of Loos, 
or in the “rest” or training areas behind the front line. Continuous harassing 
operations when in the trenches were responsible for frequent losses, though 
not on a large scale. There were, however, quite a number of officer casualties: 
Lieut. L. C. Soden (wounded 16th April), Capt. J. E. Ross and Second-Lieut. 
H. A. Tripp (both wounded on 24th April, Capt. Ross dying of his wounds on 
25th), Second-Lieut. G. S. Horbury (killed 21st May), Second-Lieut. V. Gray 
(wounded 22nd May), Lieut. H. C. Soden (killed 23rd May), Second-Lieut. 
W. V. Trubshawe (wounded 23rd May), Lieut. T. H. Irving (wounded 19th 
June), Second-Lieut. G. S. M. Galloway (killed 3rd July), and Second-Lieut. 
Rees (wounded 7th July). 

The trenches occupied were mostly in the Cuinchy sector, a noisy part of 
the line where bombardments, trench-mortaring, sniping and machine-gunning 
were frequent. 

On the night 7th/8th July, the battalion was relieved and marched to 
Bethune, whence after tea at 4.30 p.m. on 8th, they moved to Gonnehem, a 
march of twelve miles. That night they left for Chocques and there entrained 
for the Somme area. 

The battalion detrained at Longeau at 7.30 a.m. on gth July and marched 
by stages wa Amiens, Rainneville, Vaux-sur-Somme, Ville-sous-Corbie to 
Meaulte, where it arrived late on the night of 13th July with other units and 
98th Brigade Headquarters. 

The task allotted to the 3rd Division in the attack on 14th July was the 
capture of the enemy’s positions from Longueval (exclusive) to Bazentin-le- 
Grand Wood (exclusive); the 8th Infantry Brigade was to be on the right and 
the 9th Brigade on the left. 

The 9th Brigade was to capture and consolidate the German support line 
from about 600 yards west of Longueval to a point about half-way between 
the southern end of Bazentin-le-Grand village and Bazentin-le-Grand Wood;? 
to establish a defensive Jine from the road junction at the north-eastern corner 
of the wood along the track or ditch to the road junction north of the village, 
thence eastwards along the road for about 250 yards.® 

The 13th King’s, on the right, and 12th West Yorkshires, on the left, 
were to launch the attack with the 1st Northumberland Fusiliers in support 


1Other divisions containing battalions of the King’s Regiment were also arriving on the Somme 
during the operations. 


2In co-ordinates S.16.b 5.1. to S.16.a.3.1. 
*In co-ordinates $.15.2.9.9. to S.9.d.5.0. 
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and 4th Royal Fusiliers in reserve The attacking battalions were to advance in 
four lines, or waves, having first, under cover of a screen of piquets, crawled to 
within 200 yards of the enemy’s trenches. 

After darkness had fallen on 13th July theassaulting troops of both brigades 
assembled in Caterpillar Valley, and between 9 and 10 p.m. markers were sent 
forward to mark out a track for units proceeding to positions from which the 
attack was to be made. At about 10.30 p.m. the King’s and West Yorkshires, 
covered by their screens of piquets which had been established about 200 yards 
from the German trenches, advanced in line of companies in fours at 100 yards 
interval, and by 1.45 a.m. were digging cover on the positions allotted to them. 
No sooner were they in position than carrying parties, waiting at the dumps in 
rear, began to move stores and ammunition up to the forward dumps behind 
each assaulting battalion. These carrying operations went on until 3 a.m. 

Meanwhile the assaulting and supporting battalions had begun to creep 
forward, and by 3.15 a.m. the leading line was only about 120 yards from the 
German trenches. The 13th King’s disposed ‘A’? Company on the right, 
““B” in the centre, and “C” on the left; “D” was in support. The West York- 
shires had all four companies in line. 

All along the line on the night of 13th July the troops detailed for the 
attack had had to make an approach march of over a distance of from 1,000 to 
1,400 yards; the whole movement was carried out unobserved and without 
touch being lost anywhere. The despatches state that “the decision to attempt 
a night operation of this magnitude with an army the bulk of which had been 
raised since the beginning of the War was, perhaps, the highest tribute that 
could be paid to the quality of the troops.” 

Without difficulty the King’s had reached their position, and now, in the 
darkness, they waited for the hour of attack. The final “intense bombardment’’ 
began at 3.20 a.m., and as the shells howled and shrieked overhead, bursting 
with terrific concussion on and over the enemy’s positions, the final five minutes 

assed. 
: At 3.25 the assault began. The King’s and West Yorkshires moved for- 
ward rapidly. As they topped the ridge machine-gun and artillery-fire was 
opened on them. They were now in front of the enemy’s wire entanglements, 
but the guns had done their work well and the wire was well cut. In spite of the 
machine-gun fire, therefore, the battalion pushed on and the German front line 
was quickly taken. 

Having captured the German first line on their front the King’s then 
advanced in a north-westerly direction on the second line. On the left of the 
main road leading into Bazentin-le-Grand the attacking companies experienced 
little difficulty in taking their objective, but on the right of the road the German 
second line had been so heavily shelled that it had been almost blotted out and 
was very difficult to discover. It was, therefore, thought advisable to reform the 


1]t 1s interesting to note that the assaulting battalions both in the 8th and 9th Infantry Brigades 
of the 3rd Division were “New Army” battalions; the Divisional Narrative specially mentions this. 
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battalion back on the first line before making a further advance on the village. 
In the meantime the C.O. had gone to the road on the left of the village. 

On resuming the advance the 13th King’s were exposed to heavy machine- 
gun fire from the main road through the village and from the house-tops, upon 
which the enemy had mounted machine guns. The battalion machine guns 
were, therefore, pushed forward and soon their fire succeeded in keeping down 
the enemy’s fire, so that the attacking companies advanced into the village. 
They had, however, by this time lost heavily. Nevertheless, the advance con- 
tinued; “B” Company was on the left of the main road through the village, 
“D” Company advanced down the main road, with “C” on the right of the 
latter. “A” Company was on the extreme right of the battalion, but during the 
advance the enemy had got into a communication trench between this company 
and the left of the 8th Brigade. Two companies from the latter cleared the 
communication trench, but not before “A” Company of the King’s had suffered 
many casualties from the enemy’s bombers, who were plentifully supplied with 
bombs, until Second-Lieut. Clark arrived with a large supply for the King’s 
men, when the enemy’s bombers were beaten back. 

Throughout these operations the Battalion Signalling Officer (Lieut. 
Sellars) did good work in establishing telephonic communication throughout 
the battalion. It was about this period that the C.O. (Lieut.-Colonel A. St. Hill 
Gibbons) was wounded, and it was impossible to get him in as he lay out in a 
field under heavy fire. 

Bazentin-le-Grand was captured. The King’s men were relieved by two 
companies of the Northumberland Fusiliers, who dug themselves into the 
positions already taken by the former battalion; the West Yorkshires, who had 
also taken their objective, being on the left. 

The battalion then proceeded to put the village into a state of defence and 
prepare for the inevitable counter-attack. Finally the Northumberland Fusiliers 
took over Bazentin-le-Grand and the 13th King’s occupied the old German 
front-line trench north-east of the village. Here the battalion remained until 
relieved on the 19th July, marching back on that date to Talus Boise. 

The whole attack, so far as the gth Brigade was concerned, had gone 
splendidly, but the casualties were heavy. None is given in the Battalion Diary 
(which does not even give the name of the C.O.), but in the Diary of the gth 
Brigade Headquarters the figures are given as 8 officers killed,1 9 wounded, 
I missing; 117 other ranks killed, 243 wounded, 61 missing—total, 18 officers 
and 421 other ranks, the heaviest casualties in the brigade. 

Meanwhile the 33rd Division had entered into the battle, and although the 
4th King’s\were not one of the attacking battalions, they were, however, well- 


1“Officers died m the Great War” (War Office publication) gives the following officers of the 
13th King’s as killed or died of wounds during the Battle of Bazentin Ridge, r4th-17th July: Lieut. 
W. AHL. S. Carter, 14/7/16; Lieut.-Colonel A. St. Hill Gibbons, died of wounds, 15/7/16; Second- 
Lieut. R. Leak, died of wounds, 14/7/16; Second-Lieut. A. McDonald, 14/7/16; Second-Lieut. 
J. W. McVicker, 14/7/16; Capt. P. A. Molony, 14/7/16; Capt. H. J. Simkin, died of wounds, 
14/7/16; Second-Lieut. G. Stainforth, 14/7/16. 
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deserving of the battle honour, seeing that their casualties were many and that 4h Battaliea 
they eventually took over the front-line trenches during the operations. aad 

The 33rd Division had been ordered to attack and capture the German 
line between High Wood and the Martinpuich-Bazentin-le-Petit railway; the 
roIst Brigade was attacking on the right and the 98th Brigade on the left. 
The attacking battalions of the latter were the rst: Middlesex, with the 1/4th 
Suffolks in support and the Argyll and Sutherland Highlanders and the 4th 
King’s in reserve. 

The 98th Brigade moved from Meaulte to Becordel on 14th July after 
the battle had begun. From 3.45 that morning the 4th King’s had been “at 
14 hours’ notice” to move, but it was 12.30 p.m. before the brigade arrived at 
Becordel, and 7 p.m. before the King’s men reached the old German front line 
south of Fricourt. 

At 5 a.m. on 15th the battalion again moved forward, to reserve positions tsth July 
just west of Bazentin-le-Petit Wood, and there dug in. At 9 a.m. the Middlesex 
attacked! the enemy but little progress was made, the enemy’s artillery, machine- 
gun and rifle-fire being very heavy. That night the King’s relieved the 1/4th 
Suffolks and one company of the Middlesex in the front line, from the cross- 
roads north of Bazentin-le-Petit to 400 yards south. 

The King’s lost on this day two other ranks killed, two officers (Lieut. and 
Adjutant Hughes and Second-Lieut. C. O. H. Atkin) and twenty-five other 
ranks wounded, and one man missing. 

The situation on the 16th remained unchanged, though the King’s men dug 16th July 
a new line from the cross-roads to the cemetery and occupied it. Rain fell during 
the day and the trenches were in a miserable state. One man was killed and five 
were wounded; Second-Lieut. Atkin died of his wounds. The 17th was similarly 
a wet day, and again the enemy’s shell-fire was severe, five more other ranks 
being killed and fifteen wounded. 

At night the 2nd Royal Welch Fusiliers filed into the trenches and relieved 
the 4th King’s, who moved back to the valley east of Caterpillar Wood where 
they dug in from Flatiron Copse to Sabot Copse. But there was little security in 
this position for two officers (Second-Lieuts. White and Spencer) and seventeen 
other ranks were wounded. 

The results of the Battle of Bazentin Ridge are thus given in the official 
despatches: “In spite of a resolute resistance and many counter-attacks, in which 
the enemy had suffered severely, our line was definitely established from Maltz 
Horn Farm where we met the French left, northwards along the eastern edge of 
Trénes Wood to Longueval, thence westwards from Bazentin-le-Grand to the 
northern corner of Bazentin-le-Petit and Bazentin-le-Petit Wood, and west- 
wards again from the southern face of Poziéres to the north of Ovillers. Posts 
were established at Arrow Head Copse and Waterlot Farm, while we had troops 
thrown forward in Delville Wood and towards High Wood, though these 
positions were not yet secure.” 

1It is curious that although other divisions are mentioned in the official despatches and in “Sir 
Douglas Haig’s Despatches” (Boraston), no mention is made of the attack by the 33rd Division. 
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Three miles of the enemy’s second main system of defence had been 
captured with 2,000 prisoners and much war material. 


THE SUBSEQUENT ATTACK ON HIGH WOOD: 2orn-25Tu JULY 


On the 20th July the 33rd Division obtained a footing in High Wood, the 
attack being carried out by the 19th Infantry Brigade. The 98th Brigade co- 
operated, the Argylls attacking the enemy’s trenches west of the wood. The 
4th King’s, though not engaged in the operations as assaulting troops, neverthe- 
less were in the line and carried out (at least) one very creditable performance. 

The King’s men again had taken over front-line trenches on the night of 
19th July, on this occasion all four companies occupying a position from the 
cross-roads north of Bazentin-le-Petit to the Quarry. The night was lively, the 
enemy’s gun-fire being heavy, during which Lieut. Hutchings and twenty-two 
men were wounded. High Wood was attacked at 3.35 a.m. on 20th, and at 
1.25 p.m. the 4th King’s were ordered to establish communication with those 
in the wood by means of a chain of runners. It sounds simple enough—the 
maintenance of this human chain of message bearers—but it was extremely 
difficult. The whole area was under heavy shell-fire, and more than one runner 
was shot down, his place being taken immediately by another man. The first 
message received by Brigade Headquarters (400 yards south of Bazentin-le- 
Petit Wood) was at 4.20 p.m., after which hour communication was maintained 
with units in High Wood.) “This,” records the Brigade Diary, “was largely due 
to the excellent work and perseverance of Capt. Beck, who was in command of 
the company detailed for this work.”’ Unfortunately, there are no records of the 
company of the 4th King’s commanded by Capt. Beck. But they were gallant 
fellows! 

On the night of 20th the King’s men were again relieved and again marched 
back to bivouacs at Caterpillar Wood; the losses throughout the day were 
one man killed, twenty-six wounded, and three missing. Their bivouacs were 
heavily shelled with lachrymatory shells on 21st, and when they were finally 
relieved (at about 11.30 p.m.) and marched back six miles to Dernancourt, 
three more other ranks had been killed, seventeen wounded and five gassed. 

For the remainder of July the battalion was billeted in Dernancourt. 


(um) THE BATTLE OF DELVILLE WOOD: 
1stx JULY-3x0 SEPTEMBER 


Of all the woods of the Somme battlefield of 1916 Delville Wood (or the 
“Devil’s Wood” as it was called by many) witnessed the most prolonged and 
exhaustive struggle, and when finally it passed into our hands “‘wood”’ was but a 
caricature, for never on God’s earth was a place less like its name; Trénes Wood, 
even at its worst aspect, had, even when it was captured, still some semblance 
of a wood, but Delville Wood could only show the blasted and blackened stumps 


1Only a footing had been obtained in the wood, which was not finally captured until 
15th September. 
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of once-graceful trees, the ground littered with torn and naked branches which 
here and there reached out towards the sky, like bare arms, calling upon Mother 
Nature to witness their ruin and degradation. 

Strange how they clustered together those woods of the Somme battlefield 
of 1916; Fricourt, the most westerly, was the first to give us trouble; next 
Mametz, on the western edge of the ring of woods formed by Bernafay, Trénes, 
Delville,. High and the two Bazentin Woods; but Delville survives in the 
memory as the worst of all. 

First captured and held in the face of fierce counter-attacks by troops of 
the 18th and 9th Divisions (chiefly by the gallant South Africans of the latter) 
on 15th July, we lost most of it again on the 18th, when by sheer weight of 
numbers and at very heavy cost the enemy forced his way through the northern 
and north-eastern portions of the wood and into the northern half of Longueval, 
which the 3rd Division had cleared only that morning. But he was held in the 
south-eastern corner by some of those who had chased him out on the 1th and 
would not yield their last foothold save with their lives. 

“This enemy attack on Delville Wood,” records the official despatches, 
“marked the commencement of the long, closely-contested struggle which was 
not finally decided in our favour till the fall of Guillemont on the 3rd September.” 

In that bloody struggle for the possession of the wood three battalions of 
the King’s Regiment, #.¢., 1st (2nd Division), 11th (14th Division), and 13th 
(3rd Division), were concerned. 

We left the 1st King’s (Lieut.-Colonel C. Goff, commanding) on the 
31st March at Bruay, out of the front line, training. On the 18th April they 
entrained for Hersin, and on arrival marched up to Calonne, arriving at about 
7.15 p.m., where they were in support of the South Staffords and Essex. The 
Calonne trenches were in the Souchez-Angres area. The battalion took over 
front-line trenches on the 23rd, but apart from shell-fire, trench-mortaring, and 
what the official diary describes as a lot of “noise,” the tour was uneventful. 
On 25th Capt. Reid and Lieut. W. M. Hutchison’ were wounded, the latter 
dangerously. The battalion was relieved on the 27th and went into billets at 
Bully Grenay. 

On the 1st June the 1st King’s took part (with the 17th Middlesex) in a 
bombing raid on the German trenches opposite Souchez, but the enemy’s shell- 
fire was too heavy, and although one of the parties (there were three each of 
twenty-one men with twenty in support) entered the hostile trenches, the raid 
was hardly a success. The King’s men had about eighty casualties, amongst 
whom were the Adjutant (Lieut. Thomson) and Second-Lieuts. Hewson and 
Head. 

A very gallant action is recorded in the Battalion Diary on 3rd June: 
“Camouflet blown by Germans near Kennedy Crater. Lieut. Wilson (F) killed 
by gas in endeavouring to effect the rescue of two miners caught in fallen gallery. 
Several N.C.O.s and men, who also went down, suffering from gas poisoning.” 


1Died of wounds on 28th April. 
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A typical instance of how officers and men sacrificed themselves for one another 
during those long years of the Great War. The remainder of June was uneventful, 
and about the middle of July the 2nd Division moved down to the Somme area, 
the 1st King’s, with other units of the 6th Infantry Brigade, arriving at Longeau, 
near Amiens, on 20th. The struggle for Delville Wood was then in progress 
and it was not long before the King’s men were drawn into the fight. 

With the exception of one short period the 11th King’s (Pioneers of the 
14th Division) remained billeted in Arras until relieved on 26th July by the 
Pioneers of the 21st Division; the Pioneers were the first unit of the 14th Division 
to be relieved by the 21st Division; they then moved to Wanquetin and on the 
following day to Ivergny. 

Of the four months (from 1st April to 31st July) there is little to record 
but constant hard work with a fair sprinkling of casualties, though on 23rd June 
the battalion garrisoned the Redoubt Line, i.e. the Achicourt, Ronville, St. 
Sauveur, The Cemetery, Oil Works, Forestier, Nicolls, and Boski Redoubts. 
The Pioneers reverted to their ordinary work on 15th July when they returned 
to Arras. Lieut.-Colonel V. T. Bailey was in command of the battalion. 

It was August before the 11th King’s made their first acquaintance with 
Delville Wood. 

The 13th King’s, after the capture of Bazentin-le-Grand, had on 19th July, 
as previously stated, moved back three miles behind the front line to bivouacs 
where they spent the 20th and 21st. The next entry in their Battalion Diary 
is as follows: “22/7/16. 10 p.m. Left bivouacs for Delville Wood and assisted 
in the attack.” This entry is then followed by another on 23rd, timed 11 p.m. 
“Left Delville Wood for reserve trenches, arriving 12 midnight.” But fortunately 
the Battalion Diary is not the only source of information, for with the appendices 
to the diaries of the 9th Brigade and 3rd Division Headquarters, there are full 
details of the attack, which, though a failure, must necessarily figure in regi- 
mental history. 

The intentions of the Divisional Commander were to attack the northern 
part of Longueval village (a footing had already been gained in the Southern 
portion) and Delville Wood, and consolidate both places. The 9th Brigade was 
to carry out the attack of the 3rd Division, the 95th Brigade of the sth Division, 
on the left, attacking the orchard and German strong points north-west of the 
village. On the right of the 3rd Division the 35th Division was to attack 
Guillemont. 

The attack of the 9th Brigade was to be carried out by the 1st Northumber- 
land Fusiliers, roth West Yorkshires, and 13th King’s, the latter in support. 

Maps of Delville Wood and Longueval village of this period show many 
familiar names. A road which ran east and west along the southern exits of the 
wood was named South Street. From this road there ran a number of what were, 
originally, “drives” through the wood in a north-westerly direction. The first 
from the south-eastern corner of the road was King Street, next came Campbell 
Street and Buchanan Street; these three “Streets” ran into Princes Street—a 
“drive” running from north-east to south-west through the centre of the wood, 
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More “drives” or “streets” ran north-west from Princes Street, the first (from 
the eastern exits of the wood) being Bond Street and then (in the order given) 
Regent Street and the Strand. 

Longueval village was divided in the centre by a road which ran from south 
to north, and just west of this road was another (running parallel with it) named 
Piccadilly. Three roads (from north to south as given) ran west of Piccadilly, 
i.e., Duke Street, Clarges Street and Sloane Street; Duke Street and Clarges 
Street joining another road running north to south named Pont Street. 

The British positions at this period ran from the south-eastern edge of 
Delville Wood in an irregular line, crossing King Street, Campbell Street and 
Buchanan Street to the south-western corner of the wood; it then took a north- 
westerly turn to the centre of Longueval village when it followed the line of 
Clarges Street to Pont Street. 

In Pont Street (the portion between Duke Street and Clarges Street) the 
attacking battalions of the 9th Brigade were to assemble. 

The attack was to take place at 3.40 a.m. on 23rd July; it was to be 
preceded by five minutes’ intensive bombardment at 5.35; the barrage was then 
to lift and fall beyond the village for ten minutes, thereafter lifting for 100 yards 
and falling for two minutes. Five minutes after the attack on Longueval village 
and Delville Wood had begun Guillemont was to be attacked. 

The 13th King’s were to move forward behind the 12th West Yorkshires 
and consolidate a line inside the northern edge of Delville Wood. 

At 3.35 a.m. the bombardment began, but, as one battalion reported, “‘it 
was very feeble, in fact it was hard to believe it was the actual ‘intense bombard- 
ment’ that we were to have for five minutes.” 

However, the troops “went over” at 3.40 a.m. as ordered, but immediately 
came under a very heavy fire from Piccadilly, upon which the barrage seems to 
have had a negligible effect. In front of this trench the assaulting troops were first 
held up and then forced back by a terrific enfilade machine-gun fire from the 
left, also by machine-gun fire and heavy bombing on their front. In short, 
both on the right and left, the attack was a failure; the attack on Guillemont had 
made no progress, neither had the sth Division (on the left of the 3rd) been able 
to progress. 

The part taken in the battle by the 13th King’s is thus described in a 
report by Major C. H. Seton, then commanding the battalion: 

“This attack, unlike the previous one made on the 13th and 14th inst., was 
carried out (in my opinion) too rapidly and without any previous preparation or 
reconnaissance of the positions which were to be attacked, and was unsuccessful 
owing to the failure of the attacks on our right and left flanks. Had these attacks 
been successful it would certainly have drawn a considerable quantity of the 
enemy's troops and guns from our front and also prevented the enfilade fire 
which we were subjected to. I think that if our troops had had a little more rest 
they would have benefited by it before attacking. My battalion was formed up 
in the Sunken Road, west of Longueval village, ready to move forward at the 
appointed hour (3.40 a.m.). I had three companies in the first line and support, 
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and one company (under my own supervision) in reserve. Our instructions were 
to be in support to the 12th West Yorks., who were supporting the rst Northum- 
berland Fusiliers in the first line. In this attack there was some delay in the time 
the troops moved forward and they did not advance in the same order as was 
selected by the Brigadier the previous evening. This, of course, delayed the 
advance of my battalion (which was in reserve). My battalion was ordered to 
support the West Yorks. into Delville Wood and then establish strong points 
on the north-western side and close to the edges of the wood, and then hold and 
protect the north-western flank of the wood. This did not come off, as we lost 
touch with the battalion in front of us because they disappeared. Where? I know 
not. So my men gradually inclined to our right and moved up in the portion of 
the village already in our possession. We could not go beyond this. So I was 
ordered by the Brigadier to occupy the southern portion of the Sunken Road 
with one company, the portion of the Windmill Road (running from the 
southern corner of the Sunken Road up to Longueval village) with two com- 
panies, and to hold the strong point (already made by one of my companies 
south of the road) with that company. This I did and remained there 
until we were relieved on the night of 24th by the 95th Brigade, when we fell 
back on Montauban and occupied trenches there. When we advanced in this 
attack we were met by stubborn opposition and heavy shell-fire and our force was 
insufficient to penetrate the village or wood. We were also very heavily 
shelled in the Sunken Road.” 

Lack of time in which to make a proper reconnaissance of the positions 
and necessary arrangements for the attack, resulted in the greatest difficulty in 
assembling the troops for the attack. The place of assembly was under very heavy 
shell-fire all night previous to the assault, units became disorganised and Pont 
Street was all too small to allow adequate assembly; moreover the trench had 
not been prepared in advance to facilitate men getting out of it into the open 

uickly, 
: No blame attached to the gallant troops who did all that was possible to 
carry out their orders, but the conditions were dead against them. 

The losses of the 13th King’s in this attack were 4 other ranks killed, 
3 officers and 32 other ranks wounded, and 14 other ranks missing—so in all. 

By the end of July the battalion had moved out of the line and was in 
billets in Ville-sur-Ancre. 

While the 13th King’s were undergoing their ordeal in the attempt to 
capture the whole of Delville Wood, the 1st Battalion was even then moving 
up towards the inferno. 

After reaching Amiens on the afternoon of 20th July, the 1st King’s set 
out soon after 3 p.m. on the road to Sailly le Sec. The heat was terrific and the 
dust of the roads almost choked officers and men as they tramped along mile 
after mile, until somewhere about 9 p.m., almost exhausted, they reached 
Sailly; but only one man had fallen out on the road. In Sailly the King’s were 
billeted until the morning of 23rd, when the battalion moved off to Bois des 
Tailles. On the 25th they moved through Fricourt to trenches outside Carnoy. 
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All day long the German artillery was heavily shelling the forward areas. Two 
companies (““A” and “B”) were sent up to garrison Montauban on 26th, the 
relief being carried out during a gas-shell bombardment, several of the troops 
whom the King’s were relieving being gassed. 

The 1st battalion had its first real baptism of fire on the Somme on the 
27th. From 6 a.m. the King’s had been “standing to” as the 99th Brigade (the 
left brigade of the 2nd Division) was then attacking Delville Wood. Two 
hundred prisoners had already been passed down when the C.O. and two 
companies went up to carry stores to Longueval. They had to pass through a 
very heavy German barrage, with the result that Second-Lieut. Seth Smith was 
wounded and Second-Lieut. Crossley gassed, and about forty other ranks 
became casualties, 

On this day (27th July) the official despatches record that ‘‘the remainder 
of Delville Wood was recovered by the 2nd Division, and two days later the 
northern portion of Longueval and the orchards were cleared of the enemy by 
the sth Division, after severe fighting, in which our own and the enemy’s 
artillery were very active.” 

On the morning of 29th officers of the 1st King’s reconnoitred the wood, 
and in the evening the battalion moved up into close support of the Essex, who 
were then holding the front line. ““A” Company went into support trenches 
near Trénes Wood, “‘B,” ‘“‘C’” and ““D” Companies near Bernafay Wood. The 
whole area was under heavy shell-fire; indeed, the guns of both sides were con- 
tinually active. One officer, Second-Lieut. White, was wounded. On the 30th 
“A” Company went into the wood to clear out German snipers who had either 
managed to creep in during the darkness, or else had remained hidden during 
the attack and capture by the 2nd Division. That night the Germans made 
another attempt to recapture the wood, but it was broken up and failed as 
several others had done. By now the wood was a terrible sight, for during the 
preliminary bombardment alone, in the attack on 27th July, no less than 
369 guns of all calibre had swept the German positions with a terrible hurricane 
of shell. 

At last, on 31st July, the 1st King’s relieved the 13th Essex in the wood, 
“C” and “D” Companies with the battalion bombers and snipers taking over 
the front line, with “B”’ in close support and ‘‘A” in reserve. The Battalion 
Diary records that there were ‘‘very few casualties in getting in, but very heavy 
shelling subsequently.” 

Again on 1st August the Bosche opened very heavy shell-fire on the 
“Wood,” which by now had become an indescribable mass of broken trees, 
entanglements, burrows in the ground and trenches in all directions; it was a 
horrible sight. Casualties were correspondingly heavy and the Adjutant, Lieut. 
A. W. Harison, was severely wounded in attempting to get S.A.A. up through 
a heavy barrage. Late that night the 22nd Royal Fusiliers began to relieve the 
King’s men, but the relief was not completed until 7 p.m. on 2nd, which gives 
some idea of the persistence with which the enemy shelled the line. 

On relief the battalion marched back to Mine Alley, just north of Carnoy, 
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and it was while there that (on sth August) orders for another attack on 
Guillemont reached the battalion. 

The story of Delville Wood, however (so far as it concerns the King’s 
Regiment), needs completing, for the 11th Battalion (Pioneers) of the 14th 
Division had yet to take part in the operations. 

What happened in between the capture of Delville Wood on 27th July by 
the 2nd Division and the taking over of front-line trenches in that sector by the 
14th Division on the night 13th/14th August is beyond the scope of this 
history, but when the latter relieved the 17th Division on the night stated, the 
north-eastern and northern edges of the wood, and a strip about 1 $0 yards in the 
wood, were again held by the enemy in fairly strong entrenchments. 

The 11th King’s had arrived at Beaumetz on 1st August and were billeted 
in the village until the 7th, when the battalion, in two parties, marched to 
Candas and there entrained for Mericourt. On arrival at the latter place they 
marched to a camp, described in the Battalion Diary as “at E.9a.7.8,” which 
interpreted in understandable English meant a camp south-west of Albert. 
Thence on the 12th the battalion marched to ‘‘F.9.a.” which, again interpreted, 
meant Fricourt Camp. “Our camp,” records one of the Pioneers, “‘is on the 
site of the original ‘No Man’s Land’ before the attack on July ist. We are 
between the old front-line trenches. Judging from the state of the German 
trenches and the barbed wire the enemy must have had a severe pummelling 
before the attack was launched.” On the 13th the Pioneers had their first 
glimpse of Delville Wood as several working parties from the battalion were 
sent up to trenches near the wood to dig; the 14th, 15th and 16th were spent 
in a similar manner. 

The same Pioneer who described Fricourt Camp has also an entry on 16th 
in his diary concerning which no other information was obtainable from either 
the Battalion or Divisional Headquarters Diaries: “August 16th. An N.C.O. 
and five men of our battalion (Wiganers with one exception) did some very 
dangerous work in front of the front line last night. The R.E.’s thought it was 
impossible to do the work, but our C.O. offered to get it done. The party was 
congratulated on completing this very risky job, which was of great importance.” 

On 16th August 14th Divisional Operation Orders were issued for an 
attack to take place on Delville Wood (the northern portion held by the enemy) 
on 18th. The 43rd Brigade was to attack on the right and the 41st Brigade on 
the left. The German trenches running from north-east to south-west, about 
400 to 500 yards from the south-eastern corner of the wood, were to be captured 
by the 43rd Brigade, and strong points were also to be dug and consolidated. 
The 41st Brigade was to capture portions of Orchard Trench and Wood Lane 
north of Longueval. 

Orders to the Pioneers and R.E. were as follows: ‘For the purpose of 
assisting in the consolidation of the strong points after they have been occupied 
and a firm hold obtained by the infantry, one Field Company, R.E., and one 
company Pioneers are allotted to each attacking infantry brigade. Infantry 
brigades to arrange details direct with C.R.E. and O.C., Pioneers.” 
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On the 17th the officers commanding “B” and “C” Companies recon- 1th Battalion 
noitred the route to be followed in order to take up further positions while the 
attack was taking place. “B” Company had been allotted to the 43rd Brigade 
and “C” to the 41st Brigade. 

“Zero” hour was to be 2.45 p.m. the following day. 

At 6.30 a.m. on the 18th, “B” Company moved off in ten G.S. wagons 8th August 
to Pommern Redoubt; at 8.30 a.m. “C’” Company followed, both companies 
taking with them limbers for Lewis guns and water. “A” and “‘D” Companies 
remained in camp under orders to move at half-an-hour’s notice. 

The attack was successful with the exception that one trench—Edge 
Trench—could not be held. Each company of Pioneers then provided three 
digging parties for strong points. These men went forward gallantly, did their 
jobs under very heavy fire, and when they had dug the strong points, garrisoned 
them, holding them as redoubts. By 7.30 a.m. on 19th all officers and men of 
“B” and “C” Companies not then holding strong points (there were four of 
them) returned to camp; casualties in the two companies had by then numbered 
11 killed and 37 wounded. It was 7 a.m. on 20th before the garrisons returned 
to camp, with further losses of 1 killed and 9 wounded. 

On that day “A” Company went up to work on the support line in Delville 
Wood, whilst “B” worked on the support line at the south-eastern corner; 
“C” was busy digging a communication trench running north-east out of 
Trénes Wood; “D” had work at the R.E. dump. 

There was, however, still a portion of the wood (the northern portion which 
had not been attacked by the 14th Division on 18th, the attacks of the 43rd 
and 41st Brigades being on both sides) which had to be captured, and the 
operation was fixed for 24th. This meant more work for the Pioneers; “A” 
Company, on the night of 22nd, began to dig assembly trenches in the neigh- 
bourhood of the wood, whilst ‘“‘B” and “C” worked on the communication 
trenches in the same area. 

The attack took place at 5.45 p.m. on 24th, the Pioneers moving forward 
at about 9 p.m. to work on strong points, and the consolidation of the captured 
trenches, for the operations, though only partially successful, had obtained 
possession of a portion of the enemy’s trenches. Another attack on 25th cleared 
further portions of the wood, but the enemy still held a post at the eastern end; 
this, however, was taken on 27th. 

Until the 3oth the 11th King’s were continually at work in or about the wood, oth August 
suffering loss from the enemy’s shell-fire, which at times was very heavy. On 
28th two other ranks were killed and Lieut. Denny and six other ranks wounded. 

The battalion was relieved on 30th by Pioneers of the 24th Division, and 
on the 31st entrained at Mericourt for Airaines, marching from the latter place 
to billets in Tailly. 

Although not fighting troops, the Pioneers had done their bit in the capture 
of Delville Wood; their’s was an unenviable and nerve-wracking task, for to be 
shelled and fired at with rifle and machine gun and unable to reply is one of the 
most trying experiences which can fall to the lot of a soldier. 
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Until Guillemont fell on 3rd September, our grip on all that remained of 
Delville Wood was still contested, but by that date the scarred and blackened 
mass of tree trunks, the churned-up ground noisome from the stench of decaying 
bodies, the lines of trenches continually under a galling shell-fire, the most 
ghastly spot on the Somme battlefields of 1916, had passed into our hands, we 
were left the victors, the tenants (so to speak) in undisputed possession, for the 
line had begun to push forward beyond the wood in an easterly direction. 

Guillemont is another story. 


(v) THE BATTLE OF GUILLEMONT 
3rD-6TH SEPTEMBER 


The unsuspecting may well be pardoned for imagining from the above 
title that the Battle of Guillemont began on 3rd and ended on 6th September. 
But such was not the case. The capture of Delville Wood had involved fighting 
over a period of a little more than six weeks, and Guillemont only fell into our 
hands after a series of attacks which began on the 23rd July. Again and again 
our troops entered the village, but were forced out of it by fierce counter-attacks 
or failure on the flanks. 

The village lay south-east of Delville Wood and Longueval, and was 
connected with the latter by a road at the side of which, about half-way between 
the two places, lay Waterlot Farm. On the eastern side of the road and half-way 
between Waterlot Farm and Guillemont was a house, subsequently known as 
Machine-Gun House. West of Guillemont and the Guillemont-Longueval road 
the German defences were very strong; they continued in a south-easterly 
direction to Maurepas. A road running westwards from the village skirted the 
southern exits of Tr6énes and Bernafay Woods, and then entered the eastern 
outskirts of Montauban. South of Guillemont the ground was completely 
dominated by the enemy’s positions in and about the village, all approaches to 
which from the north-west, west and south-west were heavily wired and 
entrenched. Just south of the road which connected the village with Trénes 
Wood was Arrow Head Copse—a place which figured largely in the battle. 
Other places of note were the station, north of the village, a quarry on the western 
exits, and the cemetery on the eastern outskirts; there were also (or rather, 
there were the poor remains of what had been) gardens and enclosed spaces 
on the western side. 

Such was Guillemont—a pleasant-sounding name, but of dreadful mem- 
ories, hardly less so indeed than Delville Wood; to King’s men dreadful and yet 
glorious, for if the battered lines of trenches and the scattered bricks of Guille- 
mont were besprinkled freely with the blood of the Regiment, the dark story 
of that fierce and sanguinary struggle, which continued for many days and 
weeks for the possession of the village, is brilliantly illumined by the fact that 
two Victoria Crosses were won there, one by Capt. N. G. Chavasse,! M.C., M.B., 


1Since the inception of the Victoria Cross there have been only two instances of the cross being 
won twice by the same individual, one by Lieut. A. Martin-Leake, and the other by Capt. N. G. 
Chavasse. 
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R.A.M.C., the Medical Officer of the 1/r1oth (T.F.) Battalion (Liverpool :/roth and sath 
Scottish), and the other by Sergeant D. Jones of the 12th (Service) Battalion. sama 
Moreover, so far as the King’s men were concerned, that prolonged 
struggle was remarkable in that in the five attacks on Guillemont no less than 
fourteen battalions of the Regiment were engaged, either in the front line, in 
si a in reserve or on work in the trenches from which the assaults were 
made, 
THE FIRST ATTACK 


The official despatches state that an advance by the First Army on 23rd 
July “on a wide front from Guillemont to near Poziéres found the enemy in 
great strength all along the line, with machine guns and forward troops in shell- 
holes and newly-constructed trenches, well in front of his main defences.” 
This, the first attempt to capture the village, was made by the 3rd and joth 
Divisions, 

In conjunction with an attack by the XXth French Corps on the right and 
the 3rd Division on the left, the 30th Division was ordered to capture Guillemont 
on 23rd. These orders were received on the 21st, but before ““Z” day (the day of 
attack) arrived, the French were unable to attack and the plans for the assault on 
Guillemont were modified, the 30th Division attacking with only one brigade— 
the 21st—instead of two. The 3rd Division was ordered to attack the enemy’s 
trenches north of the village and capture them as far south as the railway station 
in order to assist the 30th Division in the forthcoming operations. This attack 
was only partly successful, the 3rd Division capturing the German trenches 
Sia a block was established) as far south and just west of Machine-Gun 

ouse. 

The objectives allotted to the 21st Brigade of the 30th Division for the 
operations on 23rd were the German trenches on the southern outskirts of 
ria to just west of the railway north of the village, and the village 
itselr. 

The 19th Manchesters on the right and the 2nd Green Howards on the 18th King’s 
left, were to be the assaulting battalions; the 2nd Wilts. were in support, and ‘ 
the 18th King’s in reserve, two companies of the latter in the Bricqueterie and 
two in the Glatz Redoubt. The 18th Battalion, if not called upon as reserves, 
was to be employed in “‘carrying’’ duties. 

“Zero” hour was 3.40 a.m., 23rd July. 

From its bivouac area between Bois Francais, Mansel Copse and Caftet 
Wood, the 21st Brigade began to move forward at 2.30 p.m. to the Glatz 
Redoubt area! This movement was made under heavy shell-fire, the German 
guns specialising on Train Alley, Glatz Redoubt and Alt Trench. At 9 p.m. 
the brigade began to move up to its assembly positions from the Glatz Redoubt, 
the Green Howards to Longueval Alley, north of Trénes Wood, the Man- 
chesters to the southern portion of the western face of Trdnes Wood, the Wilts. 


1The 30th Division was out of the line until roth July, when the 89th Brigade marched to the 
Happy Valley, and the 21st Brigade on 20th to Wellington Redoubt, Mansel Copse and Bois Francais. 
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to between Trénes Wood and Bernafay Wood, and Nos. 1 and 2 Companies of 
the 18th King’s (from Silesia Trench, the old German front line) to Glatz 
Redoubt, Nos. 3 and 4 Companies to the sunken road east of the Bricqueterie. 

The morning of the 23rd was very dark and overcast, and the smoke, 
released by the 3rd Division to cover the attack, drifted before a northerly wind 
over the whole battlefield. In places it was impossible to keep direction, and 
after the assaulting troops at “Zero” hour started to advance, some took every 
direction but the right in their attempt to reach the enemy’s trenches. In spite 
of very gallant fighting the attack was a failure. It is not, however, with the 
troops who so bravely struggled against a terribly strong position, only to fall 
back baffled and broken, that this narrative deals, but with the actions of the 
18th King’s, detailed for “‘carrying”’ duties. 

The first call came at about 6.30 a.m. when, under brigade orders, No. 3 
Company was sent off to report to the O.C., Manchesters, and be retained by 
him if necessary. This company carried ten boxes of S.A.A, and twenty-five cans 
of water, and on reaching the Manchesters was retained by the C.O. and 
ordered to man the trenches in front of the southern end of the eastern face of 
Trénes Wood and the northern end of Maltz Horn Trench. 

At 8.30 a.m. Battalion Headquarters of the 18th King’s was ordered to 
send up another party of fifty carrying Very pistol ammunition, rockets and 
water, to the 2nd Green Howards. At 10.50 a.m. No. 1 Company was moved 
up to the sunken road. A third carrying party (an N.C.O. and sixteen men) was 
sent with water up to the Wilts. Both carrying parties, i.¢., to the Green Howards 
and the Wilts, returned without having sustained a single casualty. Just before 
I p.m. the company in Maltz Horn Trench was withdrawn to the Glatz 
Redoubt. 

During the afternoon the enemy shelled the area of the Redoubt with 
“tear” shells and goggles had to be worn, but still there are no records of casual- 
ties. At 6.30 p.m., under brigade orders, the battalion withdrew to bivouacs 
in Happy Valley where they arrived at about 10.30 p.m. It was here that 
Lieut.-Colonel W. R. Pinwill (1st King’s Regiment) assumed command of the 
battalion vice Lieut-Colonel Trotter, killed on 8th July. 

The 21st Brigade Diary gives the casualties of the 18th Battalion from 
mid-day 22nd July to the 24th July as 2 officers (accidentally) wounded, and 
2 other ranks killed, 16 wounded and 6 missing. 

The first attack on Guillemont having failed, another attempt was ordered 
to take place on 24th, but at 3 p.m. that afternoon it was cancelled for forty- 
eight hours, “‘the French not quite ready.” On 26th and 28th projected attacks 
were postponed for the same reason, until finally the next attempt was definitely 
ordered to take place on the 3oth July. 


THE SECOND ATTACK 
In this attack the 30th Division was again to assault the village, in con- 
junction with the French on the right and 2nd Division on the left, the latter 
as far south as Guillemont Station. The 89th Brigade was to attack on the right 
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and the goth Brigade on the left, the boundary between the two brigades being 17th, roth 
a line drawn through Arrow Head Copse and along the southern face of the 774,20 
Guillemont defences (inclusive to the goth Brigade). 

Of the 89th Brigade the 20th King’s were to attack on the right and the 
19th King’s on the left, the former to be responsible for the capture of Wedge 
Wood, Falfemont Farm and for the German trenches to just north of Oakhanger 
Wood; the 17th King’s were to be in support in trenches running south-east 
from the southern corner of Trénes Wood; the Bedfords in reserve at the 
southern end of Bernafay Wood. 

The general objective of the 89th Brigade was the German second line 
running south-east from Guillemont village, the village itself being allotted to 
the goth Brigade. 

The assembly trenches of the 89th Brigade were the Maltz Horn Trenches, 
south-east of Trénes Wood. 

“Zero” hour was 4.45 a.m. 30th July. 

During the evening of 29th the brigade left bivouacs at “Point 71,” north 29th July 
of the Citadel, and moved up to assembly positions. Battalions moved off in the 
following order:—19th, 20th and 17th King’s and 2nd Bedfords. 

The night was dark and foggy when the battalions moved off, and the 
19th King’s (Lieut.-Colonel G. Rollo, commanding) when passing south-east 
of the Bricqueterie were heavily shelled, first with H.E. and then with a new 
kind of asphyxiating-gas shell which had curious results; at first it had no nasty 
effect but about eight hours later men began to fall sick with violent headaches 
and pains in the stomach. All ranks had to wear their gas helmets, which, in the 
darkness and mist made the going terribly difficult. It was indeed, wonderful 
that they were able to reach their assembly positions at all! But they did, and by 
2.4§ a.m. on the 3oth the battalion was assembled, having suffered about 
thirty casualties on the way up. 

The 20th Battalion (Lieut.-Colonel H. W. Cobham) was more fortunate 
in that it arrived in position north of Maltz Horn Farm at about 2.30 a.m. 
without casualties. 

The 17th Battalion (Lieut.-Colonel B. C. Fairfax) and the 2nd Bedfords 
reached their allotted positions without incident, although the C.O. of the former 
unfortunately got a dose of gas; two companies of the 17th formed up behind 
the 19th and two behind the 20th Battalions. 

The attack about to begin was, for the 89th Brigade, one of enormous 
difficulty, depending entirely on the success of one or both of the attacks on the 
flanks. If the French took Maurepas and the German second line running north- 
west from that village, and the 89th captured its objective, Guillemont must fall 
into the hands of the goth Brigade; if the goth Brigade took and held Guillemont, 
and the 89th gained its objective, Maurepas would fall to the French. But if both 
flanking attacks failed, then the 89th Brigade must fall back for the flanks would 


1The goth Division was commanded by Bng -General C.J. Steavenson; he was the first officer 
of the King’s Regiment to command a Brigade in France or Flanders. 
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be open to enfilade fire from north-west and south-east. On the other hand if 
the 89th Brigade failed to reach its objective, but the French and goth Brigades 
reached theirs, sheir flanks would be open to attack. Altogether it was a very 
difficult operation, for the assaulting troops of the 89th would have to cross a 
wide expanse of bare country. 

When “Zero” hour arrived a dense fog covered the battlefield. It was so 
thick that no one could see more than ten yards ahead. Sheer bad luck! “It was 
next to impossible to delay the attack—it was much too big an operation—so 
forward they had to go. It will give some idea when I say that on our flanks we 
had to go 1,750 yards over big rolling country. Everyone knows what it is like 
to cross enclosed country which you know really well, and how easy it is to lose 
your way. Therefore imagine those rolling hills with no landmarks and absolutely 
unknown to anyone. Is it surprising that people lost their way and lost touch 
with those next to them? As a matter of fact it was wonderful the way in which 
many men found their way right on to the place we wanted them to get to. But 
as a connected attack—ait was absolutely impossible.” 

On the right front of the 89th Brigade was a trench, covering the remains 
of a farm (Maltz Horn Farm) held by the enemy. A company of Bedfords 
attacked this trench from the west, while a company of Brench attacked from the 
south; the result was completely successful and from sixty to seventy Germans 
were killed. This small enterprise enabled the first waves of the attacking troops 
to go forward without hindrance. 

The Battalion Diary of the 20th King’s thus records the opening of the 
battle: “‘At 4.45 a.m. prompt the attack was launched. Unfortunately, a thick 
mist prevailed and it was impossible to see more than ten yards ahead. This 
continued until six o’clock, when it lifted slightly, but it was still hazy and 
impossible to see what was happening 100 yards away. This being so it was not 
surprising to find that the attacking waves were experiencing great difficulty 
in maintaining connection.” 

Battalion Headquarters were in Maltz Horn Trench, and here the C.O. 
waited anxiously for reports on the progress of his men. The first arrived 
shortly after 6 a.m. It was from Lieut. R. E. Melly, O.C., No. 1 Company. He 
stated that he had gained the German Maltz Horn Trench and that he had a few 
Frenchmen with him, thought to be a party of bombers. The next message, 
timed 6.30 a.m., was from Second-Lieut. C. P. Moore, who reported that he 
had 150 men with him, four Stokes guns and two Lewis guns, but he was the 
only officer remaining. He had lost connection in the fog and both his flanks 
were in the air. His position was about 200 yards east of the first sunken road. 
At 9.10 a.m. this officer sent back another message: his men had been reduced 
to seventy-five, but he had four Vickers guns, four Stokes guns and two Lewis 
guns. Two patrols which he had sent out in front had not returned; his flanks 
were still in the air. Later, however, he did succeed in establishing touch with 
the French on his right. 


'Brig.-General the Hon. F C Stanley, C.M.G., D.S O. 
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Shortly after 10 a.m. a report (untimed) arrived from Second-Lieut. 
T. W. Musker: he stated that he had just over a company under his command, 
that both his flanks were in the air and that the Germans were enfilading his 
left flank with machine-gun fire. A second message from this officer at 11.30 a.m. 
was to the same effect, the machine-gun fire on his left having in the meantime 
caused over thirty casualties. All efforts to get into touch with this party failed, 
for all runners sent out from Battalion Headquarters were either killed or 
wounded. No further information was received from Lieut. Musker’s party 
until all that remained of it was brought back by Lieut. Worsley (who had with 
him about 200 men) to Battalion Headquarters at 9.30 p.m. The gallant fellows 
had held the ground won all day, which had permitted the consolidation of the 
position won on the Maltz Horn Ridge, with little interference from the enemy. 

Of what happened out in the dense fog of the early morning little is known, 
and of the fighting there are no further details so far as the 20th Battalion is 
concerned. 

At 11 a.m. Battalion Headquarters with two companies of the 2nd Bedfords 
arrived at the captured German trench running north and south through Maltz 
Horn Farm; one company of Bedfords occupied the trench running south from 
the farm, and Lieut. Sutton (20th King’s) with a party of headquarters personnel, 
20th King’s, the trench north of it. During the afternoon the other company of 
Bedfords dug a trench from Lieut. Sutton’s left to Arrow Head Copse. Second- 
Lieut. Moore and his party were withdrawn from their position (about 200 yards 
east of the first sunken road) to reinforce Lieut. Sutton. The Bedfords, south of 
the farm, later joined up with the French on the right and the position gained 
on the ridge was held and consolidated. 

The narrative of the 19th King’s is even less explanatory. Indeed, all that 
is contained in the Battalion Diary is as follows: “The battalion reached its 
objective, but suffered heavy losses and had to evacuate its position owing to no 
reinforcements. At 12 noon the roll call was 47 officers and 43 men.” 

The brigade report, however, has this paragraph: “It is now known that 
the two left companies of the rgth K.L.R.,) under Capt. Dodd and Capt. 
Nicholson, advanced in touch with the 2nd Royal Scots Fusiliers? on their left, 
and in good waves, and although they suffered many casualties from oblique 
machine-gun fire, did not encounter many Germans and reached their final 
objective about the time allotted, beginning at once to dig in south of the 
orchard on the south-eastern corner of Guillemont (about T.25.b.25 to 
T.25.b.43).” . 

On the left of the 19th King’s the Scots Fusiliers most gallantly forced 
their way through Guillemont to the eastern side of the village, but they were 
overwhelmed by the enemy and few returned. At 8 a.m,, therefore, finding that 
the village was not held, the two left companies of the 19th King’s were forced 
to fall back, their position being untenable. 


1King’s Liverpool Regiment—its old ttle. 
*Of the goth Brigade. 
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The two right companies of the 19th Battalion were, on going forward, 
checked a little at the northern end of a new German trench running north from 
Maltz Horn Farm towards Arrow Head Copse. After a brief fight, in which a 
German strong point gave some trouble, this trench was gained. Companies 
had by now become rather intermingled. On resuming the advance eastwards 
violent machine-gun fire, in enfilade, swept the ranks of the gallant King’s men, 
and few reached the second sunken road. The C.O. (Lieut.-Colonel Rollo) 
having received practically no information during the first forty minutes after 
the attack started, determined to go forward and find out what was happening. 
Taking with him Capt. Fraser (Adjutant) and Lieuts. Lloyd and Lewis, he set 
out at about 5.25 a.m., only to fall wounded almost immediately he left the 
trench! in which Battalion Headquarters was situated. Capt. Fraser then took 
command, but he too fell mortally wounded. Lieut. Lewis was hit about forty- 
five minutes later. Both the C.O. and Lieut. Lewis were sent back when oppor- 
tunity occurred, but Capt. Fraser died before he could be evacuated. Lieut. 
Lloyd was then temporarily in command. 

The 17th King’s had advanced (two companies each behind the 19th and 
2oth Battalions) in small columns. They too suffered heavily from machine-gun 
fire and were quickly absorbed into the waves which preceded them. They also 
shared the gains and losses of that terrible day. “The attack,” Colonel Fairfax 
recorded in his Battalion Diary, “was pushed home to the objective in places, 
but in the main was held up by machine-gun fire from hidden machine guns. 
Fighting continued all day, swaying backwards and forwards, until by 6 p.m. 
about 300 yards in depth had been gained and consolidated all along our front.” 

When darkness fell on the battlefield the 3oth Division held a line from 
the railway on the eastern side of Trénes Wood, southwards and including 
Arrow Head Copse, to east of Maltz Horn Farm. On this line the division was 
relieved by the 55th Division during the early hours of the 31st July. 

The 18th King’s (Lieut-Colonel W. R. Pinwell) of the 21st Brigade, 
remained in reserve all day. The battalion left Happy Valley at 3.15 a.m. and 
arrived at bivouacs south-west of Caftet Wood at 4.30 a.m. At 10.19 a.m. a 
move forward was made to the old British trenches east of Talus Boise. Here 
the King’s men remained until the early morning of 31st when they were 
relieved by the 1/1oth King’s (Liverpool Scottish) of the 55th Division. The 
18th Battalion then marched back to Happy Valley. 

Such is the story of the second attempt to capture Guillemont. 

“There were any amount of gallant things done that day and all did 
splendidly ....I can’t say enough for the splendid way in which everyone 
fought; they were absolutely grand, as they always are, and I don’t mind saying 
that we, our brigade, have come out of it with a lot of credit.”* And what was 
true of the 89th Brigade was true also of the goth Brigade. The day’s fighting 
on the Hoek of all concerned had been a most gallant and creditable performance 
in the face of enormous difficulties. 


1Both the rgth and zoth King’s had their Battalion Headquarters in Maltz Horn Trench. 
*Brig.-General the Hon. F. C. Stanley, commanding 89th Brigade. 
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But how terrible the cost. The combined casualty lists of the 17th, roth 
and 2oth King’s Regiment alone show a total of 42 officers and 1,063 other 
ranks killed, wounded and missing. Casualties in the 17th Battalion were 
1§ officers and 281 other ranks; in the rgth Battalion 11 officers and 435 other 
ranks; in the 20th Battalion 16 officers and 357 other ranks. 

As if the losses of the King’s Regiment in and about Guillemont had not 
already been a sufficient sacrifice, seven more battalions were to pass through 
the inferno in the next attempt to capture the village. 

The 55th Division, which had relieved the 30th Division on the 31st July, 
contained the 1/sth, 1/6th, 1/7th and 1/gth (155th Brigade), 1/8th (154th 
Brigade) and 1/1oth (156th Brigade) Battalions. ‘The 2nd Division, containing 
the 1st Battalion of the Regiment (6th Infantry Brigade), was on the left of the 
55th Division. These two divisions assaulted Guillemont on the 8th August— 
the third attack. 

The 55th Division was last mentioned as being, during the fourth week of 
July, on the move from the Ficheux-Blairville-Beaumetz area, down to the 
Somme, 

The 1/8th (Liverpool Irish) King’s Regiment arrived at Meaulte on the 
25th July and marched to Happy Valley on the 27th, where four days were 
spent until the night of 30th. The battalion then paraded at 8 p.m., moved up to 
trenches east of Trénes Wood and relieved a battalion of the 30th Division. 
The relief, during which one other rank was killed and Second-Lieuts. C. W. 
Toms and C. J. Howarth and sixteen other ranks were wounded, was com- 
pleted at 8 a.m. on 31st. 

The 1/sth detrained at Mericourt !’Abbe on the 26th July, the 1/7th and 
1/gth also arriving on the same date; the 1/6th had, however, arrived on the 
25th. On the 28th all four battalions (155th Brigade) moved forward to the 
Bois des Tailles and bivouacked until the 30th, when another move was made to 
near Citadel, the bivouac area being described as F.14-F.21. Here all battalions 
began training and practising the attack. 

The 1/r1oth (Liverpool Scottish) King’s Regiment had arrived at Ville- 
sur-Ancre on the 25th. On the 27th they proceeded to the Sand Pits where 
they billeted, relieving their old friends the 1st Northumberland Fusihers, with 
whom they had been brigaded whilst in the gth Brigade. On the first day of the 
operations the battalion was ordered to “stand by,” and at 9.30 a.m. moved to 
Mansel Copse. The next day the Liverpool Scottish moved to the old British 
front line south of Montauban and relieved the 18th King’s of the 30th Division 
in Talus Boise. 

With other units of the 6th Brigade (2nd Division) the 1st Battalion of the 
Regiment had been relieved in Delville Wood on the night 1st/and August 
and had moved back to the old British trenches near Carnoy, the King’s men 
being in Mine Alley. On the night of sth/6th August the brigade again moved 
up to the front line in order to relieve the sth Brigade in the Waterlot 
yea sector, though the King’s men remained for the time being in Mine 
Alley. 
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THE THIRD ATTACK 


Orders had already been issued for the third attack on Guillemont to take 
place on the 8th August. 

The gsth Division, on the right, and the 2nd Division, on the left 
(XIII Corps), in co-operation with the XX French Corps, on the right of the 
gsth Division, were to attack the enemy: the orders stated that the British 
divisions “will take Guillemont.” 

Of the former division the 165th Brigade was to attack on the right and 
the 164th Brigade on the left, the boundary between the two brigades being a 
line running east and west through the end of the orchard at the southern 
extremities of the village. The 166th Brigade was to be in reserve in bivouacs 
in the Citadel area, but to be prepared to lend assistance if required. The 
dividing line between the ssth and 2nd Divisions was the road (Brompton 
Road) running from north-east to south-west on the northern exits of Guillemont 
and just south of the railway; the station was to be captured by the 2nd Division. 

The whole area of the British attack extended from the cross-roads north 
of Hardecourt (where touch was to be obtained with the French) as far north 
as “Z.Z.” trenches, which lay between Waterlot Farm and the south-eastern 
corner of Delville Wood. 

“Zero” hour was fixed for 4.20 a.m. 

The attack was to be preceded by a heavy bombardment lasting seventeen 
hours, from 9 a.m. on 7th August to ‘‘Zero” hour, with only one break, between 
9 p.m. on 7th and 12 midnight, while the troops were moving into their 
assembly positions. 

Of the 165th Brigade the 1/5th King’s (Lieut.-Colonel J. J. Shute) were 
to seize and occupy the ground between the left of the French and the right of 
the 164th Brigade. This ground is described in the records as extending from 
B.I.C.2.8 to T.25.a.3.2. It was practically a north and south line just west of 
the Hardecourt-Guillemont road and south of the latter village. The ground 
on the right next to the French was to be held by two companies of the 1/sth, 
with two companies of the 1/6th King’s (Lieut-Colonel E. Harrison!) in support, 
by means of a continuous trench for 300 yards. The two other companies of the 
1/5th were to hold the ground by means of strong points. In order to ensure that 
the advance of the 1/5th would be in alignment with the French, an assembly 
trench in advance of the.existing front-line trenches would have to be dug, and 
for this work one company of the 1/6th Battalion had been detailed. 

The 164th Brigade was to attack on a two-battalion front, i.e., 1/4th Royal 
Lancs. on the right, and 1/8th (Irish) Battalion, King’s Regiment (Lieut.- 
Colonel E. A. Fagan) on the left. The objective allotted to the former battalion 
was the southern half of Guillemont, the Guillemont—Trénes Wood road being 
the northern boundary; the Liverpool Irish were to attack the northern end of 
the village, from the latter boundary to the southern boundary of the 6th 
Brigade, which has already been described. 

1Lieut.-Colonel E. J. Harrison was evacuated sick on sth August, and Major R. Wainwright 
assumed command of the 1/6th Battalzon. 


1916] ASMALL OPERATION BY THE 1/81tH BATTALION 301 


Of the 6th Brigade the rst King’s (Lieut.-Colonel C. Goff) was to attack 
on the right, and the 17th Middlesex on the left. 

The objectives allotted to the King’s men were, first, the German front line 
from the strong point to Brompton Road, then Guillemont railway station, and 
finally High Holborn (as the road between Guillemont and Waterlot Farm 
was called), and the enemy’s trenches north of the station. The Middlesex were 
to capture the “Z.Z.”’ trenches as their final objective. 

Some idea of the terrible existence led in the trenches in front of Guillemont, 
even before the attack was made, may be gathered from the story of the 1/8th 
King’s Diary during those first few days of August. The battalion, as already 
related, had gone into the line in the forward trenches east of Trénes Wood on 
the night of 30th/31st July. Their casualties during the relief have already 
been given. On the rst six more other ranks were killed and four more officers 
(Capt. J. A. Roche and Second-Lieuts. A. D. Horner, A. Prescot and B. 
Clothier) and thirty-five other ranks were wounded. 


1st Battalion 


! 


1 /8th Battalion 


On the 2nd the battalion carried out a small operation with the idea of 2nd August 


improving its position. “The enemy,” records the C.O. in his diary, “appears 
to be recovering from the abject attitude he has assumed lately, and is trying to 
secure points on the crest line east and south-east of the sunken road which runs 
from Guillemont to the nght of our battalion in the trenches.” The Colonel, 
therefore, decided to establish a post on the crest just north-east of Arrow Head 
Copse, and ordered his right company to send a platoon up the sunken road 
and carry out the operation. The platoon, of twenty-four other ranks, was under 
Capt. Ward and Lieut. Duncan. 

At 6 p.m. the platoon left the trenches. About twenty Germans im- 
mediately bolted down the sunken road towards Guillemont and were disposed 
of by a machine gun in Arrow Head Copse. About sixty or seventy Germans 
advanced from a trench in front of the battalion on the right of the 1/8th in 
order to attack the platoon. Other Germans came out of shell-holes and cover 
on the battalion’s side and the enemy’s side of the crest. The platoon lined the 
bank along the roadside, and firing steadily, took heavy toll of the Germans. 
The 1/8th trench mortars then opened fire most opportunely, and finally the 
enemy broke and ran, pursued by Lewis-gun and machine-gun fire; about 
fifty or sixty of the enemy were shot down. The Germans then sent up the S.O.S. 
and a severe barrage fell on the eastern edge of Trénes Wood which lasted an 
hour. As soon as the Germans retired Capt. Ward established himself on the 
sunken road and his men got to work and very soon had connected up a shallow 
trench with the British front-line trench, thus securing the flanks, This post 
was handed over to the 2/sth Lancashire Fusilters when the 1/8th King’s were 
relieved on the morning of 3rd August, the latter battalion moving back to 
support trenches at the Bricqueterie. This small affair drew the following wire 
from the Divisional Commander: “I have just received your report of last night’s 
fighting. It was good work and I congratulate you.” 

During the night 2nd/3rd a ration party of the 1/8th King’s suffered 
fifteen casualties from shell-fire. 


1/sth, 1 /6th, 
1/8th and 1 /oth 
Battahons 

/gth Battalion 
sth August 


1/sth Battalion 
4th August 


1 /6th Battalion 
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The 1/8th were relieved at the Bricqueterie by the 1/9th King’s on the 
night 4th/sth August and moved back to Bronfay Farm for a few hours’ rest 
before the operations, due to take place on the 8th. 

The 1/gth went into the front line on sth, relieving the 2/sth Lancashire 
Fusiliers south-east of Trénes Wood. Both on the sth and 6th, violent shell-fire 
swept the trenches of the King’s men, and on the former date ‘“‘D” Company 
was compelled to dig a new trench along the roadside. By the latter date the 
losses of the 1/gth since taking over the line were severe: Capt. D. H. D. 
Wooderson and seven other ranks had been killed, and Second-Lieuts. L. C. 
Cockran, H. M. Wilde and W. G. Pritchard and ninety-three other ranks 
wounded. 

At 10.30 p.m. on 7th the 1/9th were relieved by the 1/8th Battalion, the 
4th King’s Own and 4th Loyal North Lancs., and moved back to the trenches 
near Talus Boise. In moving up, the 1/8th had Lieut. J. P. Castle wounded. 

Meanwhile the 1/5th King’s had moved forward on the night of 4th August 
to Casement and Dublin Trenches, with the loss of a few men. At 3 p.m. the 
next afternoon they set out by companies at thirty minutes’ interval for the 
firing line, shelled almost all the way. The trenches they took over were stated 
to be “very primitive—the line is irregular and confusing.” It ran in a north- 
easterly direction from the neighbourhood of Maltz Horn Farm. A platoon of 
the 4th Loyal North Lancs., which had been left behind for the purpose, rushed 
a German post in the sunken road at 8.30 p.m., a platoon of “B’’ Company of 
the 1/sth King’s supporting the attack and subsequently consolidating and 
garrisoning the position. One officer—Second-Lieut. G. E. Nott, the platoon 
commander—was wounded. 

Work ona trench which had to be dug through to the French line, occupied 
the battalion on 6th. The 1/sth also had the sad task of collecting and burying 
a large number of dead, “‘chiefly 19th and 20th King’s Liverpool Regiment,” 
who were lying out in the open. Six more other ranks were killed and thirty-one 
wounded on the 6th. 

On the night of 7th all available men of the 1/s5th and a company of the 
1/6th King’s were engaged in carrying up stores to dumps in the front line, 
ready for the next day’s operations. 

The last act in the preparations for the attack was the digging of an 
advanced departure trench for the 1/sth King’s by “C” Company (under 
Capt. Turner) of the 1/6th Battalion. “‘A difficult task satisfactorily carried out,” 
is the only comment made in the diary. 

By midnight the attacking troops of the 55th and 2nd Divisions were in 
their assembly positions, and the XIII Corps artillery again opened fire, deluging 
the German trenches with a storm of shell from guns of all calibre. This fire was 
to cease abruptly at 4.20 a.m. without any period of extra intense fire which 
might give the enemy warning that the moment of attack had arrived. 

The 1/sth King’s had all four companies in the front line, “A,” “B,” 

1Casualties of the 1/6th King’s on the 7th August were Capt. E. W. K. Bennett and Second-Lieut. 
Jerrett, shell shock, 6 other ranks killed, 35 wounded, and r missing. 
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“C,” “D,” from right to left; they had assembled (on the right) in the special 
trench dug by the 1/6th, and on the left in the existing fire trench. Each officer 
and man had on his back a bright tin disc and a proportion carried green flares, 
ai devices being intended to guide aerial observers as to the progress of the 
fight. 

Behind the 1/sth Battalion, “A,” “B,” “C” and part of “D” Companies 
of the 1/6th, with Lieut. Blackledge and twelve bombers (the bombing party 
being under Capt. McKaig), were in close support. Both the 1/7th and 1/8th 
were in Talus Boise in reserve. 

The 1/8th (Irish) Battalion formed up in front-line and support trenches 
between the Trénes Wood-Guillemont road and the railway, “A” and “C” 
Companies on the right, ““B” and “D” Companies on the left. 

The 1/toth King’s were in bivouacs near the Citadel. 

The 1st King’s of the 2nd Division had three companies in the front line, 
i.e.. ‘“D,” “C” and “B” (under Capts. Witherington, Last and Tudor respect- 
ively), in that order from right to left, and “A” Company in reserve on the 
eastern edge of Trénes Wood. The C.O, (Lieut.-Colonel Goff), Capt. King, 
the Adjutant, and Major McEvel (second-in-command) were behind the 
centre company. Battalion Headquarters were at the northern end of the wood. 
The battalion had assembled in New Trench, which ran northwards (from the 
railway from Guillemont through Trénes Wood) to south of Waterlot Farm, 
to the point where New Trench cut Fleet Street (a road running north-west 
from Guillemont, west of and parallel with High Holborn). 

At “Zero” hour (4.20 a.m.) a thick mist again covered the battlefield, 
accentuated, no doubt, by the smoke from the number of guns which for hours 
had been heavily bombarding Guillemont. 

As the guns ceased firing all four companies of the 1/sth King’s of the 
165th Brigade went over the parapet simultaneously—a fine and inspiring 
sight. On the right the French advanced in touch with “A” Company. 

The troops went forward steadily. The enemy’s artillery opened heavy fire 
and soon a hail of rifle and machine-gun bullets swept the line of the advance, 
but still the King’s men held straight on towards their objective. 

“A” and “B” Companies had advanced 130 yards from their original 
trenches when, as casualties had been heavy, they were forced to halt and dig 
themselves in on the crest of a slight rise in the ground. On the left “C” and 
“D” managed to get 350 yards across the space between the opposing lines 
before they also were compelled to take cover. But the digging-in was well and 
quickly carried out so that companies were able to maintain themselves in their 
positions. They were, however, in an unenviable position, being isolated from 
their main position and under enfilade fire from both flanks as well as heavy 
frontal fire. But they spent the day deepening their new trenches and generally 
strengthening their positions. . 

Such is the only available information concerning the doings of the 1/sth 
King’s on the 8th August. 


rst, 1/sth, 1 /6th 
1 /7th, 1 /8th and 
1 /roth Battalions 


8th August 


1/sth Battalion 


The 1/6th apparently remained in support all day, with the exception of 1/8th Battalion 


1/6th Battalion 
Sth August 
1/sth Battahon 


1 /7th Battalion 
1 /gth Battalion 


1/8th Battalion 
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the battalion bombers under Lieut. Blackledge. The Bombing Officer of the 
1/5th had been killed and the bombers of the 1/6th were then called upon to 
bomb down a trench (Cochrane Alley) and establish a block. This they did, 
clearing forty yards of trench in front of the first line. During the day the 
1/6th lost Second-Lieut. R. H. S. Boult and one other rank killed, Capt. 
Turner and Second-Lieut. Davidson (att. Trench-Mortar Battery) and thirteen 
other ranks wounded, 

At 11 p.m. the 1/7th King’s set out from Talus Boise to relieve the 1/s5th 
Battalion, but the 1/gth still remained in bivouacs. 

With the 1/4th Loyal Lancs. on their right, the 1/8th (Irish) Battalion 
advanced to the attack at ‘“Zero” hour; it will be remembered that the objective 
of the 1/8th King’s was the northern portion of Guillemont as far as the railway 
station. 

The advance appears to have made good headway, passing over the first 
German line without serious loss and into the village. The Battalion Diary then 
states that “owing to the attacks by the battalions on right and left not being 
able to be pushed home, the enemy were able to make a strong attack on the 
North Lancs. Regiment holding the German front-line trench. The attack was 
so strong that the North Lancs. had to retire from the trenches and the battalion 
(1/8th King’s) was thus left in position in the village with Germans on their 
front, flank and rear. Communication was cut off and a heavy barrage of machine- 
gun fire put over the ground between our assembly trenches and the German 
front line by the enemy. From information received from two men of ‘D’ 
Company who came in early this morning (9th), ‘D’ and ‘B’ Companies, who 
formed the left, reached their objective and commenced to dig in. The enemy 
then opened a heavy machine-gun fire on them from all sides and they were 
given the order to retire by Capt. Murphy, O.C., ‘D’ Company. ‘A’ and ‘B’,} 
who were on the right, no information received and could not be seen owing to 
the mist and smoke of our barrage and smoke bombs of the enemy. German 
reinforcements appeared to come from Ginchy. The battalion appears to have 
inflicted a certain amount of loss on the Germans by bombing dug-outs and by 
Lewis-gun fire on reinforcements coming from Ginchy. Gas and tear shells 
were used by the Germans.” 

Then follows another awful list of casualties: Capt. A. H. Meadows, 
Lieut. R. H. Gordon and Second-Lieuts, N. N. Leven, G. 8. Sharpe and W. 
Tipping and ten other ranks had been killed; Capts. C. A. Chamberlain, 
E. M. Murphy, Lieut. W. Duncan (gassed) and Second-Lieuts. C. B. J. 
Collison, H. Whiteside, R. Burrow, J. A. Sisson, W. H. Spargo and 47 other 
ranks wounded—so2 other ranks were missing. Second-Lieut. W. H. D. 
Lilley, who was reported missing, was wounded and died in German hands on 
11th August. 

A message to Brigade Headquarters from the C.O., 1/8th King’s, timed 
8.25 a.m., indicates the predicament of that battalion: “Have no information 


1]t is possible that ‘C’ is meant here and not ‘B’. 
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from my battalion and unable to report situation. Can see my men with my 1/8th Battahon 
glasses manceuvring on north-western crest of village. Have sent runners but *™ 4°" 
these did not return. Have sent officer to 1st King’s Liverpool Regiment to get 

touch. He brings back report from subaltern of that battalion stating that his 

battalion is badly cut up and the Germans are re-occupying their front line.” 

It will be seen, however, that the C.O. of the 1/8th was not quite accurate 
when he stated that there were no troops on his left, for the senior battalion of rst Battalion 
the Regiment—the 1st King’s—had also penetrated into Guillemont. ee 

After the guns lifted at 4.20 a.m. the Stokes mortars of the 6th Brigade 
opened rapid fire for from thirty seconds to one minute on certain German 
strong points out in front of their trenches on Machine-gun House, and on 
“Z.Z.” trench. 

As the mortars ceased firing the three attacking companies of the Ist 
King’s, who had been lying out in front of their trenches, jumped up and 
advanced across the open space between the opposing lines of trenches. The 
mist was so thick that they could hardly see more than ten yards ahead, and 
there was a slight loss of direction, the King’s men drawing off more towards 
the south than they should have done. The result was unfortunate (though 
unavoidable) for the enemy’s strong points were missed. 

With the German front-line trench from Brompton Road to the strong 
points as the first objective, the King’s appear to have had little difficulty, 
passing over to their next objective. 

As the three leading companies left their “jumping-off” trenches, “A” 
Company took their place. This company was to follow close on the heels of 
“B,” “C” and “D,” and clear dug-outs and shelters in the enemy’s trenches of 
any lurking foe. This was called “mopping-up.” The company, however, 
instead of entering the enemy’s front line, which had apparently been captured, 
was met by severe machine-gun fire and a shower of bombs from the strong 

oints. 

: About 5.20 a.m. two flares went up in Guillemont, the pre-arranged 
signals denoting the capture of the first objective. Then, a little while later, 
a pigeon arrived at 6th Brigade Headquarters bearing the following message 
from Lieut.-Colonel C. Goff, the C.O.: “First, we have taken front line and 
station and I think High Holborn. Everything is rather mixed. Machine guns 
are firing at us from Guillemont and from our left. I am at present in German 
front line and am going forward to clear up the situation.” 

In the meantime the three companies had captured High Holborn, and 
later, Guillemont Station; they were apparently joined by the C.O. But from 
this stage of the operations there is no information as to what happened to these 
three gallant companies. 

A little later, as “A” Company was still engaged with the German strong 
points, large numbers of Germans came streaming down their original front-line 
trench from the direction of Guillemont. 

As already related the 1/8th King’s, on the right of the 1st Battalion, 
had got into Guillemont and had there been cut off and the enemy was enabled 
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sst Battalion to pass men quickly from the village down his front-line trench and sever 
Sth August communication between the 1st King’s and their supports. 

A wounded officer of the 1st King’s (Capt. Last, commanding “‘B” 
Company), who had been shot through the knee, managed to crawl back to 
New Trench and from him the C.O. of “A” Company learnt something of 
what had happened. He stated that about 150 men of the battalion were con- 
solidating on the third objective at High Holborn; another party of seventy were 
at Guillemont Station. Second-Lieut. Hutson, then commanding “A” Com- 
pany, despatched orderlies immediately to ‘‘B,” “C” and ““D” Companies with 
messages that the enemy in large numbers was returning to his old front-line 
trenches. These poor fellows never reached the beleagured companies, for they 
were shot down ex route. The commander of “A” Company then called for 
reinforcements, and two half-platoons of the 2nd South Staffords were hurried 
up, and with these and stragglers the consolidation of New Trench was begun. 

But of Lieut.-Colonel Goff and his three gallant companies nothing was 
seen or heard. 

An official diary, which describes what happened to the 164th Brigade, 

1/8th Battahon states: “As soon as they had got into the village (1/8th King’s) it appears that 
the enemy came up out of the ground below them and cut them off entirely 
by means of machine guns. This is practically what happened on the previous 
attack on Guillemont on the 30th July, and it is possible that the village is an 
underground warren of passages in which the garrison is immune from shell- 
fire, and from which they can emerge with their machine guns after the attacking 
infantry has passed over.” 

1st Battalion The same thing had happened to the 1st King’s, All that remained at 

nd August nightfall of that gallant battalion was 180 all told, and they were withdrawn to 
trenches near Brigade Headquarters on the Carnoy-Montauban road. 

Lieut.-Colonel C. F. Goff had been killed, as also were Major McErvel 
and Second-Lieuts. D. O. Evans, J. R. Swallow and J. J. St. Clair Tisdall; 
Capts. Withrington, Last and Tudor, Lieut. Reed and Lieut. Atkinson, and 
the Battalion Medical Officer—Capt. Kerr—wounded, while Capt. King and 
Lieuts. Moorhead, Bremner and Bastard were prisoners. In other ranks the 
losses totalled 235 killed, wounded and missing. 

There are numerous reports from N.C.O.s and men, who somehow 
managed to get back from that inferno in Guillemont, contained in the ae 
dices to the diary of 6th Brigade Headquarters, but analysed they throw little 
further light on the tragic happenings of the 8th August. 

Despite the heavy casualty list in killed and wounded, it was impossible to 
leave the situation as it was then, for those officers and men of the 1st and 1/8th 
Battalions isolated in Guillemont might still be holding out, waiting to be 
reinforced, or for their comrades to fight their way through and relieve them. 

At 8.30 p.m., therefore, that night fresh operation orders were issued to 
continue the attack at 4.20 a.m. on 9th August: 

“The attack on Guillemont and its defences will be continued to-morrow 
by the 2nd and 55th Divisions.” 
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“The 55th Division will capture Guillemont.” 

With the attack by the 2nd Division this narrative is not concerned, for 
the remnants of the ist Battalion, after withdrawal to trenches on the Carnoy— 
Montauban road, were not again engaged against Guillemont, indeed the 
and Division was relieved during the night 9th/1oth August and moved out of 
the line into Corps Reserve, The survivors of the 1st King’s were addressed by 
the Brigadier (Brig.-General A. C. Daly) on the 11th, and he told them that 
“when they marched out of the Happy Valley they could do so proudly and 
with their heads held high in the air, and be justly proud of themselves as men 
who had gallantly done their duty.” 

The attack by the 55th Division was to be made by the 165th Brigade on 
the right and the 166th Brigade on the left, the latter having relieved the 164th 
Brigade. 

The objectives, the line of attack and the dividing line between the two 
brigades, and between the French on the right and 2nd Division on the left, 
were the same as in the attack on the morning of the 8th. 

Of the 165th Brigade the 1/7th and 1/6th King’s, having relieved the 
1/sth Battalion on the line given during the operations of the 8th, were to 
attack and capture the final objective given to the latter battalion, i.e., the German 
trenches south of Guillemont, and join up with the 166th Brigade in the south- 
eastern portion of the village. 

The 1/6th King’s (less one company) were to be in close support of the 
1/7th Battalion, in rear of the original front line, the 1/gth Battalion to remain 
in reserve; the 1/5th were to be relieved before dawn on gth and move back to 
Talus Boise. 

The 166th Brigade was similarly to capture the objectives given to the 
164th Brigade. The 1/10th King’s (Liverpool Scottish) were to attack on the 
right of the brigade front, and the sth Loyal North Lancs. on the left, the 
boundaries between the two battalions being again the Trénes-Wood-Guille- 
mont road. 

In these operation orders it was stated that Guillemont must be captured 
at all costs. 

The night of 8th/gth August was one of extraordinary confusion; it could 
scarcely be otherwise. The 166th Brigade had to move up to trenches which it 
had never before seen, trenches not only crowded with troops in an exhausted 
state and littered with dead and wounded, but damaged and blown about by 
hostile shell-fire. It is not surprising, therefore, that the records concerning the 
continued attack are brief, and in some places far from understandable. There 
was probably great difficulty in circulating orders; also orders seemed to be 
confused, for where the Brigade Headquarters states that “the 7th Liverpool 
will relieve the sth Liverpool to-night (8th),” Lieut-Colonel J. J. Shute, 
commanding 1/sth King’s, stated in his report that he had received a message 
during the day that “‘we were to be relieved in new front line by two companies 
6th Liverpool (at dark) on right, and by two companies 7th Liverpool on left 
of line.” This order had been transmitted to all companies of the 1/5th Battalion 
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1/sth, 1/6th and and the 1/6th were ordered to reconnoitre the new line previous to taking over. 


1 /7th Battalions 
gth August 


1/7th Battalion 


Between 8.30 and 9 p.m. the latter had concluded their reconnaissance, ‘“‘but,” 
records Colonel Shute, “for some unexplainable reason the line was not taken 
over by the 6th Liverpools on the night of the 8th inst.” 

At about 11 p.m. Lieut.-Colonel Marriott, commanding 1/7th King’s, 
arrived at Colonel Shute’s Battalion Headquarters in Maltz Horn Trench and 
took over from the latter. Parties of the 1/7th Battalion were now arriving and 
were told off by their C.O. to relieve “C”’ and “D” Companies of the 1/sth in 
the left of the front line. Colonel Shute remained “personally but unofficially” in 
the neighbourhood of his old Battalion Headquarters until such time as the whole 
of his battalion was actually relieved. The Colonel’s description of what hap- 
pened in his area during that night (between 12.30 a.m. and 3 a.m. on gth) is 
interesting: ‘Much confusion as to locality of troops of 166th Infantry Brigade. 
The C.O.s of two battalions and a representative of a third battalion all arrived 
at my Battalion Headquarters on ridge (Maltz Horn Ridge) under the impression 
that these were their Battalion Headquarters; all seemed in doubt as to their 
proper location. Explained position as I knew it to them, they went out into the 
night, and moving along to the left were lost to sight. During these hours con- 
tinuous movements of troops of all kinds up and over the Maltz Horn Ridge, 
many of whom clearly gave evidence of indecision as to direction and location. 
Confusion, accentuated by the blocking of trenches by working parties, stretcher 
bearers evacuating wounded, small parties of relieved troops and large parties 
of 7th Liverpool going up to relieve or to hold front line. 

‘As it got later, about 3 a.m., and still there were troops passing my late 
headquarters on way to the front line, knowing the distance and difficulties of 
their traversing that distance, especially under and through an enemy barrage, I 
called up the brigade on telephone to ask if the attack at 4.30 a.m. was ‘seriously 
intended’ to take place. On being told it was to take place, I registered 
my opinion that the attack had not the slightest possibility of success, unless by 
an absolute miracle, as many of the troops would barely arrive (if ever they did 
arrive) before the exact moment of going over the top, and that such a proceeding 
precluded all idea of any success.” 

The dispositions of the 1/7th Battalion are thus given in Colonel Marriott’s 
report to Brigade Headquarters after the attack: 

‘‘*A’ Company, owing to the uncertainty of the guides and the fact that 
the trench they were supposed to ‘jump off’ from did not exist as shown on the 
map, found themselves at ‘Zero’ in the open without any idea of where their 
objective was, and dug themselves in in a shallow, half-dug trench about 100 
yards to the left rear of Shute’s Trench, and, as it afterwards turned out, almost 
opposite their objective. ‘B’ Company, misled by their guides, got to their 
position just at ‘Zero,’ which position had to be reached over the open. They 


1Although different trenches are frequently mentioned by name, there are no maps either with 
Battalion, Brigade or Divisional Headquarters Diaries; there are, however, no other means of describing 
the positions of compamies or battalions. Shute’s Trench was thus named as a compliment to the sth 
King’s. It marked the extreme point of advance of the British line in this attack. 
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were completely out of touch with the right attacking company (‘A’). They were 
seen by the enemy and suffered some casualties getting there. ‘C’ Company and 
bombers attempted to attain their objective, but owing to a lack of accurate 
knowledge of the ground and the position of the enemy, were repulsed. ‘D’ 
Company was in reserve.” 

There are few details of that attack which took place at 4.30 a.m. The 
diary of the 1/7th disposes of it in exactly five words, 1.e., ‘Small attack on 
Guillemont trenches”: then follows the casualty list of officers killed and 
wounded. 

The diary of the 1/6th Battalion is equally deficient: “‘C’ Company 
relieve sth Liverpools in new advanced front line, Battalion bombers manned 
Cochrane Alley. ‘A’ and ‘B’ in close support. Much hostile shelling of practically 
all support trenches.” The diary then continues the story at night on the 
gth August. But of the early morning attack there is nothing. 

The narratives of the 1/6th and 1/7th Battalions furnished by their C.O.’s 
to Brigade Headquarters, also contain little which can be understood without 
maps. Apparently little advance was made, if any, from the original “jumping- 
off” line. 

Meanwhile, Colonel Shute had all day been in a predicament concerning 
his battalion. At 5 a.m. his “A” and “B” Companies had not been relieved: 
“No sign of ‘A’ and ‘B’ Companies who were on right of captured and con- 
solidated position, so sent up again to hurry them up and found to my amaze- 
ment that 6th Liverpool had not relieved them. Despatched Capt. McKaig and 
my own Adjutant to see that relief was continued immediately and remained in 
vicinity of old Battalion Headquarters to see the relieved companies pass.” 
Between 7 a.m. and 10 a.m. parties of “A,” “B,” “C” and “D” Companies 
passed Colonel Shute on the way out of the trenches and were directed to 
Dublin Redoubt and Talus Boise. Then at 10.30 a.m., having satisfied himself 
that all the battalion that was likely to be relieved had passed out of the trenches, 
that all his wounded had been collected and evacuated, Colonel Shute left 
Maltz Horn Ridge with the Battalion Medical Officer (Major M. J. Mahony, who 
had remained to the last to see if his assistance was wanted) and proceeded to Talus 
Boise where he found somewhat scattered parties of his battalion. He then reported 
to Brigade Headquarters, but again went up to Dublin Trench in order to discover 
the whereabouts of parties of men. At Dublin Trench he found portions of “C” 
and “D” Companies and made arrangements for them to go back to Talus 
Boise. At 4 p.m. he had the 1/sth formed up “to get a preliminary count.” 
At 9 p.m. that night there were still no signs of Capt. Owen and various parties 
of his company (““D”) which the 1/7th King’s had failed to relieve in the early 
morning, and the Colonel, very anxious, started out up the line with the Medical 
Officer. The latter went on to Maltz Horn Trench to see if his services were 
required, but the C.O. found three sergeants and about twenty-five to thirty 
men at the Dressing Station near Dublin Redoubt; they told him that Capt. 
Owen and a part of ““D” Company had gone out in front of them. The Colonel 
therefore retraced his steps to Talus Boise, arriving there at 12.55 a.m. on roth. 


1/7th Battahoa 
gth August 


1/6th Battalion 
gth August 


1/sth Battalion 
gth August 
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1/sth Battaon Although it is somewhat deviating from the story of the attack on Guillemont 

Bth/oth August’ on gth, the following quotation froin Colonel Shute’s report cannot properly 
be placed anywhere else, for it includes the narrative of the part taken in the 
battle by the 1/sth on the 8th: 

“This concludes a résumé,” writes the C.O., “of the actions of the 8th and 
gth in which we were engaged. My losses were altogether about 340 killed, 
wounded and missing, including five officers killed (Major H. J. Duncan, 
Lieuts, W. H. Moore, C. L. Wilson, H. B. Cox and D. H. Longbottom). 
Whilst regretting the losses sustained, it is a great satisfaction for us to know 
that we completely carried out the instructions given and reached and main- 
tained our objective, and there is a unique point in noting that the only advance 
registered on the whole of the western front by British troops on the morning of 
the 8th August, was ‘400 yards south of Guillemont,’ which was made by this 
battalion. The conduct of the men was splendid and the officers gave them a 
fine example of courage and devotion to duty. ‘A’ and ‘B’ Companies lost their 
commanders early in the action, and the O.C., ‘C’ Company, was badly hit in 
the arm as he went over, but kept straight on, had his arm dressed in a shell-hole 
and waited there, directing his men until at 6.30 p.m. at night, seeing all going 
well, he came back over the top crawling and was dealt with by the regimental 
aid post.’ 

1 /roth Battalion "Although slightly more informative, the narrative of the 1/1oth King’s 

oth August (Liverpool Scottish) is also brief. That battalion was ordered to move up to the 
front line in front of Guillemont at 8 p.m. “when they would attack.” The 
diary says nothing of the difficulties of that approach march, though it was 
4 a.m. on gth before the assembly trenches were reached, only twenty minutes 
before “Zero.” But the Brigade Diary records that “the guides were not satis- 
factory; although most of the officers had been round the trenches, battalions 
had not been in the line at all and did not know the ground. All this, combined 
with the fact that it had been impossible to issue orders until the very last 
minute, and also that the trenches were full of various regiments which had 
attacked the previous morning, made the operation one of great difficulty, and 
very great credit is due to all battalion commanders in getting their battalions 
up into strange trenches in time.” 

But, as will be seen later, not all battalions were “in time.” 

At “Zero” —4.20 a.m.—only the 1/1oth King’s (Lieut.-Colonel J. R. 
Davidson) were ready to attack, but, supported by the sth South Lancs., the first 


1The Battalion Diary of the 1/5th gives the losses as 5 officers killed, 5 wounded; 65 other ranks 
killed, 173 wounded and 64 mussing. 


*Colonel J J. Shute adds the following interesting note: “The O C. ‘C’ Company, Major Keet, 
to whom reference 1s made, was in the shell-hole with his men, and my trouble was how to mark the 
extreme point of the entrance for purposes of advising the artillery to shorten their barrage without 
making same too short. As it was mid-day no lights could be used, but fortunately the wire to the 
shell-hole had remained intact and I arranged with Brigade that they should send a low-flying aeroplane 
at a given time. Meanwhile I advised Keet in the shell-hole of such happening, and he was to hold 
up his steel helmet on tip of a rifle so as to allow the observer in the aeroplane to definitely locate the 
map position.” 
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waves of the right and left companies advanced close under the artillery barrage. 
The enemy’s barbed-wire entanglements were found uncut, and although the 
gallant King’s men got within a few yards of the wire, they were held up and had 
to fall back to their jumping-off line. 

On the left of the 1/10th Battalion the sth Loyal North Lancs, had been 
unable to get into position before 5 a.m., but when they did attack they met with 
no more success than the King’s men. 

After reorganising his battalion Lieut.-Colonel Davidson again led his 
men to the attack, but again they were beaten back and their C.O. wounded. 
The Battalion Diary states that four separate attacks were made, but “ultimately 
the battalion only occupied its original front-line trench.” 

The casualties of the 1/1oth in this attempt were very heavy and the 
battalion was brought out of action by a subaltern—Second-Lieut. G. D. 
Morton—who was Acting Adjutant at the time Major F. W. M. Drew 
(second-in-command) assumed command of the battalion.’ 

During the night of gth the battalion was relieved by the 1/sth King’s 
Own and moved back to Liverpool and Lancaster support trenches. On the 
roth they were again relieved and marched back to bivouacs at Great Bear, 
i.é., near the Citadel. 

The 1/sth, 1/6th, 1/7th, 1/8th and 1/1oth Battalions of the King’s 
Regiment, 55th Division, had all been engaged in attempts to capture Guille- 
mont; the 1/9th Battalion was now to be thrown into the sade 

Orders were received at 55th Divisional Headquarters from Corps Head- 
quarters to prepare for a new attack on the Falfemont-Guillemont line. These 
orders stated that the main attack was not likely to be postponed later than the 
20th August. Meanwhile, preparations were to be continued with the utmost 
energy and all units were to continue to work forward towards their objectives, 
by digging, by the seizure of enemy posts, and by advancing their lines towards 
the enemy whenever an opportunity appeared. 

In pursuance of this policy, the French on the 11th August were going to 
attack the Angle Wood—Maltz Horn Ravine, in which attack the 55th Division 
was to co-operate by advancing its right flank to a point on the French left in 
B.1.C., from which point a trench was to be dug in prolongation of the French 
line to the north. 

The 165th Brigade was ordered to co-operate with the French in this 
attack by advancing simultaneously on the left of the French with the object 
of prolonging the line northwards and seizing and establishing a line from 
B.I.C.2.8 (a point on the Hardecourt—Guillemont road) for a distance of about 
300 yards. When this line had been seized the 165th Brigade was to join up 
along the right with the existing front line, with a view to the whole line acting as 


INo casualty lst appears either in the Battalion, Brigade or Divisional Diaries, but at the end 
of August the Battalion Diary has an entry under “Casualties for Month,” which shows 5 officers and 
84 other ranks killed, 8 officers and 206 other ranks wounded, and § officers and 27 other ranks missing 

2]t was during the attack that the Battalion M.O., Capt. N. G. Chavasse, M.C., M.B., R.A.M.C., 
won the Victoria Cross. See appendix. 
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a base for a subsequent advance against the German trenches south-west of 


(7th and 1/9 Guillemont2 


1 
Battalions 


1 /gth Battalion 


12th August 


Brigade orders stated that the advance was to be carried out by the 1/gth 
King’s, two companies in the firing line and two in support. The 1/sth King’s 
were detailed by the brigade as local reserve and placed at the disposal of the 
O.C., 1/gth King’s. The 1/6th were to remain in Brigade Reserve; the 1/7th 
were holding the front system of trenches on the left of the attack. 

The battalion bombers were to clear Cochrane Alley, and two Stokes 
mortars in Cochrane Alley were to be prepared to engage the German strong 
points at the eastern end of that trench. 

“Zero” hour was §.1§ p.m. on the 12th August. 

From the night of 7th the 1/9th King’s had been back in reserve in Talus 
Boise. At 9.30 p.m. on the roth “A” Company went up to Edwards Trench 
and the bombers took over Cochrane Alley; “B’” Company proceeded to Case- 
ment Trench in reserve to the 1/6th King’s; “C” and “D” Companies remained 
back in the old British front line. 

On the night of 11th/12th, however, the 1/gth Battalion as a whole took 
over the forward trenches from the 1/6th King’s, from Cochrane Alley on the 
right to the junction of Shute Trench with the Assembly Trench on the left. 
“A” and “B” Companies were in the front line, “C” and “D” Companies in 
Assembly Trench. Battalion Headquarters were established at the junction of 
Maltz Horn Trench with Duncan Alley. 

The 12th was a fine, hot day. During the morning the enemy shelled the 
battalion’s trenches. In the afternoon definite instructions for the attack reached 
Battalion Headquarters, and the C.O. issued orders to his company com- 
manders. “‘A’’ Company was to attack on the right, “B” on the left; “C” and 
“D” were to remain in support. 

At 3.30 p.m. the divisional artillery began bombarding the enemy’s 
trenches, which bombardment was vigorously replied to by the enemy. From 
5.15 p.m. to 7 p.m. the fire of the divisional guns was to be intense. 

The attacking companies went forward in two waves, “C” and “D” 
Companies moving up after them into Shute Trench. The attack had to go 
forward over 400 yards of open ground, and although the company commanders 
and three platoon commanders of “A” Company soon became casualties, and 
“B”’ lost three platoon commanders with a heavy percentage of N.C.O.s, the 
two companies reached the objectives by about 5.45 p.m. and began to con- 
solidate the positions immediately. But they were under violent machine-gun 
and rifle-fire, and the work of making good their line was exceedingly difficult. 
At 6.6 p.m. one platoon of “‘C” Company was ordered to reinforce “A” Com- 

any, and at 6.30 a platoon of “D” Company was sent up to help “B’” Company. 
he French, on the right, had failed to secure the Maltz Horn Ravine, so that 
the gallant King’s men came under heavy enfilade fire and found themselves 
outflanked. In spite, therefore, of brave attempts to maintain their line, even 


1Given in co-ordinates as from “‘B.1.a.5.5 to T.25.c.4.9, thence to S.30.b.60.15.” 
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from shell-holes in which some of them took shelter, the remnants of the attack- 
ing companies, reinforced as they were, were obliged to fall back. 

Meanwhile, a stiff bombing fight had been going on in Cochrane Alley. 
The battalion bombers had advanced quickly enough up the Alley and had 
reached their objective, i.¢., the road, but the trenches which they were to have 
occupied and in which they were to have formed a block, had been so flattened 
out by artillery-fire that they practically ceased to exist. The bombers, therefore, 
found themselves without cover and decided to withdraw some distance west 
along Cochrane Alley and there form a block, in advance of the original block. 
This was successfully carried out. But they too had suffered heavily. The bomb- 
ing officer had been killed immediately on reaching the road, and other casualties 
were so serious that the C.O. ordered up all available bombers to reinforce the 
battalion bombers; two platoons of “‘C’” Company were also moved into 
Cochrane Alley where they formed a defensive flank. 

At 11.45 p.m. the block in Cochrane Alley was the only gain held by the 
attack, all other officers and men of the battalions being back in the original 
jumping-off trench. The party at the bombing block held on gallantly until 
6.30 p.m., when the 1/1oth King’s relieved the 1/9th Battalion, the latter 
moving back to bivouacs, 

The casualties of the 1/gth in this attack were heavy: Capt. A. W. Fulton, 
Second-Lieuts. H. Watson, M. Hood-Rowan, B. A. Gummer, M. Whitehead 
and W. H. Challener and 48 other ranks were killed; Second-Lieut. R. M. 
Pooley was reported missing, believed killed; Second-Lieut. W. A. Reid and 
11 other ranks were wounded; Second-Lieut. T. E. S. Jones wounded and at 
duty; Second-Lieut. J. R. Semple, shell-shock, and Second-Lieut. H. R. 
Mansergh accidentally wounded; 39 other ranks were missing. 

The 1/t1oth having relieved the 1/gth, dug hard all night, for orders had 
been issued that by the following morning ‘“‘all men were to be dug in five feet 
below ground”; subaltern officers and company sergeant-majors worked with the 
men and the task was completed. 

On the night of 14th/1s5th August the 55th Division was relieved by the 
3rd Division and moved back to the Mericourt—Ville-sur-Ancre—Meaulte area, 
thence to the Oisemont—Fressenville area, which was reached during the 
19th. 

The following quotation from the G.S. Diary of the 55th Division is of 
interest: “During the time the division was in contact with the enemy, wz., 
from 30th/31st July to 14th/1sth August, our line was advanced in the direc- 
tion of the enemy, a distance averaging 500 yards on the right and 300 yards 
on the left, over ground which, till then, had not been in our occupation. The 
advance was not carried out without desultory continuous fighting, as nearly 
all ground had to be disputed with the enemy; 13,000 yards of new trenches 
were dug by the division during this time, of which 8,000 yards were in front 
of the line previously occupied. Over 3,000 yards of old trenches were 
deepened and improved.” 

That is a fair summary of the work of the King’s men and other units of 
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their division; it was at least something in return for their terrible casualty list 
which makes such mournful reading in the Battalion Diaries. 

Even when coming out of the line the 1/9th had twenty casualties from the 
enemy's shell-fire. In the other battalions several officer casualties occurred 
during the last few days in the line. Of the 1/sth Battalion Second-Lieut. 
J. R. W. Webster was severely wounded on 11th and died of wounds later. 
Capt. W. L. Owen and Second-Lieut. T. A. Williams were wounded on the 
13th; of the 1/6th Battalion Capt. J. R. Trench and Second-Lieut. Bacon 
were wounded on 9th (the losses in other ranks were 9 killed and 42 wounded), 
Second-Lieut. Adam was wounded on roth, the Battalion Medical Officer— 
Lieut. W. L. Evans—was killed on the 11th; on the 13th Lieut. H. E. St. 
George was killed and Second-Lieut. E. L. Oliver was wounded. “C” Company 
of the 1/6th had been attached to the South Lancashires on 13th and had made 
a small attack with that battalion which was unsuccessful; besides thetwo officers 
whose names are given, the company lost 1 other rank killed, 27 wounded, and 
12 missing. On the 13th the 1/7th King’s records the casualties during “‘the 
last five days as 35 killed, 113 wounded, 10 missing, 5 shell shock, and Second- 
Lieuts. J. H. Fearhead! and E. W. Porter wounded? 


THE FOURTH ATTACK 


Hardly had the 3rd Division taken over the line from the 55th Division 
on the night of the 14th/15th August when the former was ordered to prepare 
for another attack (the fourth) on Guillemont, the attack to take place on the 
16th. The 76th Brigade was to be on the right and the 9th Brigade on the left, 
the 8th Brigade in reserve. Of the 9th Brigade the 13th King’s were to attack on 
the right and the 4th Royal Fusiliers on the left. 

The frontage of attack allotted to the 3rd Division was practically a semi- 
circle running from the ravine on the right (to be attacked by the French) to a 
German strong point in the sunken road just east of Arrow Head Copse.® 
Within this semi-circle the assaulting troops of the two brigades were to go 
forward, open to enfilade fire from both flanks, and (from what was certain to 
be heavy fire) from a double line of trenches in front. The French were attacking 
the Ravine and Angle Wood on the right, and the 24th Division was to assault 
the enemy’s positions on the left of the 3rd Division. 

“It had now become evident, however,” relates the official despatches 
after the failure of the previous attack, “that Guillemont could not be captured 
as an isolated enterprise without very heavy loss, and accordingly, arrangements 
were made with the French Army on our immediate right for a series of com- 
bined attacks to be delivered in progressive stages, which should embrace 
Maurepas, Falfemont Farm, Guillemont, Leuze Wood and Ginchy.” 

The sketch maps with the Brigade and Divisional Diaries demonstrate the 
difficult nature of the task before the 3rd Division, for the whole of the Divisional 


1Died of wounds the same day. "Died of wounds 22nd August 
®In co-ordinates given as from B.1.2.3.0 on the right to S.30.b 7.2 on the left. 


1916] THE FOURTH ATTACK ON GUILLEMONT 315 


front bulged outwards, Just north of the left of the left flank of the division the 13th Battalion 
enemy's trenches ran almost from east to west. Opposite the centre was an 
advanced German trench with open flanks—Lonely Trench it was called— 
irregularly sited, difficult to observe, and could not, in its most important parts, 

be bombarded by our heavy artillery without clearing our own front line of 

troops. This trench was known to be strongly held by infantry with numerous 
machine guns and protected by wire entanglements. The northern half of this 

trench was in the line of the attack of the 13th King’s. 

“The attack,” stated Major C. H. Seton, commanding 13th King’s, “was 
ordered for 5.40 p.m. on the 16th inst., and my order for attack was ‘A’ and 
‘B’ Companies in first and second lines, ‘C’ and ‘D’ Companies in support, 
third and fourth lines, and in this formation they advanced over the parapet. 
‘A’ Company’s line of advance (on the left) was 4.9 (T.25.c.4.9),) ‘B’ Com- 
pany’s line of advance was Lonely Trench. They had instructions to keep touch 
with each other and also with those on the flanks and to advance as far as possible 
in a general line and to be very careful to afford mutual support wherever 
required; “C’ and ‘D’ Companies (in support) received similar orders,” 

At “Zero” hour the battalion held the following positions: “B’ Compan 
was in Assembly Trench with “C” Company in rear in Edward Trench; “A” 
was in “TI” Trench with “D” Company in Harrison Trench. “A” and “B” 
Companies had been ordered to go ae in half companies, the remaining 
half companies following at from sixty to eighty yards distance. 

The attack was launched punctually at 5.40 p.m., and once again into the 16th August 
inferno the King’s men went. The Battalion Diary gives no details of the 
attack, the only entry therein on 16th August being “Made attack on German 
lines south of Guillemont. Casualties heavy.” But there is a report of the opera- 
tions, written by the C.O.—Major Seton—with the 9th Brigade Diary, and it 
is given in full as no paraphrase could possibly catch the spirit or atmosphere of 
a contemporary narrative: 

“The attack itself was well planned, but unfortunately our artillery fire 
(although extremely intense) was not evidently directed on the correct places, 
for as soon as the men rose over the parapets of their trenches they were met by 
a murderous machine-gun fire from the flanks and front, which it was quite 
impossible to get through, with the result that practically no progress could be 
made and the casualties were extremely heavy. My men faced the position most 
gallantly (as the casualties show) but their task was impossible, and although 
the supports bravely backed the first line up it was useless and impossible 
to advance, and they had to fall back into their original front line, where they 
remained until relieved by the West Yorks. on the 17th inst., when the battalion 
occupied the Swanson and Maltz Horn trenches. I forgot to mention that on 
the 17th our first-line trenches were heavily shelled by our own artillery, which, 
I am sorry: to say, caused forty casualties in the battalion. We also received 
messages on the 16th that shells were falling in our support trenches. We held 


1The point ‘4.9 (T.25.c.4.9)” was a junction of German trenches north-east of “A” Company. 
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the communication trenches before-mentioned till relieved by the 2nd Royal 
Scots at 2 p.m. on the 18th inst., when we moved to Talus Boise and there went 
into bivouacs for the night and moved into trenches near Carnoy on the 19th 
morning and remained till relieved the same evening, when we moved to the 
Citadel for the night of the 19th. On the morning of the 21st we moved to 
Ville-sur-Ancre, where we are at present.” 

Major Seton’s remarks concerning the inaccuracy of the artillery-fire must 
be read in conjunction with other notes by the same officer on the reasons of 
failure—the lack of adequate time for thorough reconnaissance. The gunners 
were just as unacquainted with the enemy’s exact dispositions as were the 
infantry, and it is possible that Lonely Trench could not be properly observed 
by the artillery observing officers. Had several days been given the 3rd Division 
in which to make thorough preparations for the attack, the result might have 
been far different. 

As it was, whilst the 13th King’s were in reserve trenches, another attack 
on Guillemont made on the 18th August ended more satisfactorily: “Two days 
later,” say the official despatches, “after a preliminary bombardment lasting 
thirty-six hours, a large combined attack was undertaken. In spite of a number of 
enemy counter-attacks—the most violent of which, levelled at the point of 
junction of the British with the French, succeeded in forcing our Allies back 
from a part of the ground won—very valuable progress was made and our 
troops (3rd Division)? established themselves in the outskirts of Guillemont 
and occupied Guillemont station. A violent counter-attack on Guillemont 
station was repulsed on the 23rd August by the 35th Division.” 

At last a footing had been obtained in Guillemont, and although no King’s 
men were in the attack of 18th August, they had, nevertheless, by their previous 
attacks, helped forward the partial capture of that sanguinary mass of debris 
which once was a peaceful village. Scarce one brick now remained upon another, 
the names “Railway Station” and “Village” were but labels to denote certain 
points, for of Guillemont there was little to be seen. 

It was in conjunction with this attack that the 14th Division assaulted the 
German line south-east of Delville Wood, an attack in which the part played 
by the 11th King’s (Pioneers of the division) has already been described. 

The 33rd Division, on the left of the 14th Division, also co-operated by 
attacking the German trenches between Delville Wood and High Wood; in 
this attack the 4th King’s were concerned. 

From Dernancourt the C.O. and Company Commanders of the 4th King’s 
had reconnoitred positions in Mametz Wood on the sth August, and on the 


1T he losses of the 13th King’s in the attack on 16th are given in the appendices to the gth Brigade 
Diary as: 6 officers and 95 other ranks killed, 4 officers and 251 other ranks wounded and 33 other 
ranks missing—a total of ro officers and 379 other ranks. The names of the officers killed are not given. 


?The 24th Division captured Guillemont Station on 18th August, not the 3rd Division. 


SAlthough the 4th King’s made no direct attack on Guillemont, their part mn the operations can 
only be placed in the narrative as above, for there 1s no separate “Battle” allotted to the operations of 
the 33rd Division by the Battles’ Nomenclature Committee on 18th August, 1916. 
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6th the battalion relieved the 9th Royal Scots in the south-east corner of the 4th Battalioa 
wood. The next day the wood was heavily shelled and the battalion lost two 

other ranks killed and four wounded. A move back to Fricourt Wood was then 

made, where several days were spent before taking over trenches north-east 

and south of Bazentin-le-Grand. Here also the battalion was subjected to heavy 

shell-fire, and on the 14th five men were wounded, while on the 1 sth Second- 

Lieut. Cook and four other ranks were killed, twenty-one wounded and one 

missing. 

On the 17th the 4th King’s moved up to the front line between Delville 
Wood and High Wood, relieving two companies of the 4th Suffolks. 

The shell-fire in this area was terrific; not only were our own guns shelling 
the German trenches in preparation for the attack on 18th, but the enemy’s 
guns were very active and the whole of the British positions were under heavy 
fire. Lieut. Sharpe and twenty-one other ranks were wounded and three men 
were missing. 

The account of the operations on 18th in the diary of the 4th King’s is 18th August 
not very illuminating. Their objective was, apparently, a portion of Wood Lane. 

“Zero” hour for the attack was 2.45 p.m. The diary thus describes the 
attack: 

“Fine. Heavies shelling enemy’s lines. Men in front line withdrew to 
supports. Barrage on enemy’s lines 2.45 p.m. “B’” and “D” Companies went 
over in two waves followed by “C’’ Company in support and “A” Company in 
reserve. Attack held up by enemy in false line and machine-gun fire. 20th Royal 
Fusiliers came up between 6 and 8 p.m. and took over front line and supports. 
Survivors of battalion came in at dusk and battalion was collected in trenches 
behind supports. Capts. A. J. S. Simmance and B. Beck, Second-Lieuts. C, P. 
Gaulter, A. G. Nickalls and J. Reid, C. P. Goodman and V. Gray killed, Second- 
Lieuts. L. J. Varndall! and W. R. Irving wounded; 48 men killed, 148 wounded 
and 22 missing.” 

The Brigade Narrative states that “the 4th King’s had been severely 
handled in the preliminary rush and do not appear to have made much way 
beyond the edge of the artillery barrage, and itis certain that none of the Regiment 
occupied the trench” (Wood Lane). 

Ordered to collect his men and make another attack, the C.O. (Lieut.- 
Colonel Beall) replied that his numbers were too weak and the distance between 
the opposing trenches too far to admit of a successful attack. 

The 4th King’s were relieved on the 19th August and the battalion 
moved back to Mametz Wood and later to positions south of Fricourt Wood. 
Second-Lieut. T. H. Irving was reported killed on 19th; he had been “missing, 
believed killed.”” On the 25th the King’s men moved to Carlton Trench, north 
of Bazentin-le-Grand, where again they were under heavy shell-fire and lost 
several men. 

The 27th saw the battalion back in the front line where they relieved the 27th August 


1Died of wounds later, on 18/8/16. 
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1st Middlesex, from the Longueval—Flers road to about 400 yards north of 
that point. The next day nine men were killed and twenty wounded, while on 
the 29th ten more men were killed and thirty-two wounded—all from the 
enemy’s shell-fire. Relief came on 31st August and the 4th King’s moved back 
to Becordel cross-roads, thence to bivouacs and trenches north of Dernancourt. 


THE FINAL ATTACK 


The final attack on Guillemont was launched on 3rd September. 

“The first two days of the month were spent in preparation for a new general 
attack which the gradual progress made during the preceding month had placed 
us in a position to undertake. An assault was delivered at 12 noon on the 3rd 
September on a front extending from our extreme right to the enemy trenches 
on the right bank of the Ancre, north of Hamel. Our Allies attacked simul- 
taneously on the right.”? 

This story, however, deals only with Guillemont and its capture by the 
20th Division and a brigade attached from the 16th Division; also with the 
part played at the final reduction of that terrible place by the 12th Battalion of 
the King’s Regiment. 

Last mentioned, the 12th King’s on 31st March were in trenches south 
of Boesinghe in the Ypres Salient, which they held until 3rd April, when 
they were relieved and moved to Elverdinghe Chateau and the Canal Bank. 
Day and night the guns were never silent, and even back in the support trenches 
there was a regular toll of killed and wounded men. On the 8th the battalion 
again went back into the front line, Second-Lieut. M. F. Ainslie? being badly 
wounded whilst out in “No Man’s Land.” Two days later, Second-Lieut. 
J. Mackie was also mortally wounded whilst examining the wire in front of the 
trenches and died as he was being brought in. On the 11th a small attack by 
several parties of the enemy was repulsed, but the casualties suffered by the 
12th were 3 other ranks killed and 2 officers and 22 other ranks wounded. The 
relief which followed on the night of 12th/1 3th was very welcome! The battalion 
then moved back to Camp “G” and on 17th entrained at Houpoutre siding 
(Poperinghe) for Calais. 

Over a month was spent by the 12th King’s out of the front line, and it 
was the 23rd May before the battalion relieved the 7th K.O.Y.L.I. in trenches 
near Wieltje. But apart from artillery-fire, which never seemed to cease in the 
Salient, and the usual round of trench warfare, there is little to record of those 
weeks in and out of the line; they were comparatively quiet. On the 19th July 
the move south began, and on the following day the King’s men went into 
trenches opposite Messines. But only one tour in the front line was spent in 
this sector, for on the 23rd the battalion was again on the move and by the 
27th had reached Mailly Maillet, taking over front-line trenches on the following 


10 ficial Despatches. It will be noticed that the Despatches refer also to part of what 1s now known 
officially as the Battle of Pozieres—z5th July to 3rd September. 


*Died of wounds on 12th May. 
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day south-west of Serre. The early days of August found the King’s men in 
the Auchonvillers sector, then in bivouacs near Mailly Mallet, at Couin, back 
again into the line facing Serre, thence to Authie, Gezaincourt, Morlancourt, 
and on 21st to the Happy Valley, which place is known to every officer and 
man who ever served on the Somme in 1916. 

With the dreadful evidence ever before their eyes of the wreckage and 
carnage in the battles which had already been fought, the 12th King’s moved 
up to support positions in Bernafay Wood on the 22nd August. They were 
now in the very midst of death and destruction. The wood had already been 
torn to shreds by the opposing guns and was no shelter against the enemy’s 
shell-fire. When darkness fell on the 23rd nine men had been killed and twelve 
wounded.! The next day two more men were killed and nineteen wounded. On 
the following night the battalion went into the front line near Trénes Wood. 
The opposing guns were shelling each other viciously and one man was killed, 
one missing, and twenty-six wounded. The first tour in the front line came to an 
end on 27th when the King’s men moved back to the old British line north-east 
of Carnoy. Every day they had suffered casualties and had seen for themselves 
the awful conditions in the line which gave the Somme 1n 1916 such a terrible 
reputation. 

Three days out of the line and then on 31st the 12th Battalion relieved the 
11th Rifle Brigade in the support line facing Guillemont; they also had come 
at last to that one area of the Somme battlefield which must for all time be 
memorable to the King’s Regiment. But the spirit in which they had come is 
best illustrated by the following facetious entry in the Battalion Diary on the 
ist September: “Enemy entertained us with a bombardment of lachrymatory 
and gas shells, which lasted from early afternoon until midnight.” Heavens! 
what an entertainment! 

On the 29th August orders were issued to attack Guillemont. They were 
in keeping with other and previous orders, only the unit was different: “The 
20th Division will capture Guillemont, clear it, and then extend itself on the 
Wedge Wood-Ginchy road.” 

The original orders stated that the 20th Division would attack the village 
with the 59th Brigade on the right and the 6oth Brigade on the left, but on the 
2nd September the 47th Brigade of the 16th Division, then attached to the 
20th Division, was ordered to carry out the operations previously allotted to the 
6oth Brigade. The latter was then ordered to be in “General Reserve.” The 
61st Brigade was to be in Divisional Reserve, but two battalions of the brigade, 
i.e., the 7th Somerset Light Infantry and the 12th King’s, had been placed at 
the disposal of the 59th and 6oth Brigades respectively, the réle of the King’s 
men, therefore, remained the same, only that instead of being attached to the 
6oth Brigade they were attached to the 47th Brigade. 


1Officer casualties between the 23rd May and the 23rd August were: Second-Lieut. W. O. E. 
Morris, killed 16/6/16; Second-Lieut. Collin, shell-shock, 30/7/16; Second-Lieut. A. P. Dixon, 
wounded 31/7/16. 
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The orders issued by the Brigade to the battalions! were as follows: “The 
7th Somerset Light Infantry and 12th King’s are placed at the disposal of the 
sth and 6oth (47th) Infantry Brigades respectively. They will be prepared to 
carry out the attack on the final objective from second objective at o plus two 
hours? if called upon to do so.” 

“For the purpose of the above order the 7th Somerset Light Infantry will 
occupy the trenches east of Bernafay Wood and west of Trénes Wood two hours 
before ‘Zero,’ and the 12th King’s will occupy the trenches in Bernafay Wood 
one-and-a-half hours before ‘Zero.’ At ‘Zero’ they will move forward to the 
trenches vacated by reserve battalions of the sgth and 6oth (47th) Infantry 
Brigades respectively, in manner best suited to avoid any existing barrage.” 

The first objective followed the line of the sunken road running due south 
from Guillemont, crossed Down Street, Mount Street, through the Quarry to 
the junction of the Guillemont—Waterlot Farm road with Brompton road, 
thence turned in a north-easterly direction, along Brompton road to the northern 
extremity of the divisional boundary. The second objective was the line of the 
road running north and south just east of the village; the third objective, the 
sunken road east of the cemetery. The dividing line between the two attacking 
brigades was Mount Street. 

“Zero” hour was to be at 12 noon on the 3rd September. 

Throughout the 2nd the British guns shelled Guillemont violently; 
destruction was piled on destruction, and to the observers the place looked a 
horrible shambles. There was very little retaliation by the enemy. At midnight 
the 12th King’s were relieved and moved back to the Craters situated in old 
“No Man’s Land,” north-east of Carnoy. Here the battalion rested for a 
few hours, but at 9 a.m. on 3rd moved forward to assembly trenches east of 
Bernafay Wood. 

Of the attack which followed there is little mention in the Battalion Diary 
of the 12th King’s, and no Narrative of Operations with the Brigade Diary. 
The former merely states that ‘“‘the 47th Infantry Brigade, to which the battalion 
was attached, attacked Guillemont at 12 noon. Battalion moved forward through 
Trénes Wood at 12.25 p.m. to Cornish Alley. Two companies sent up at 4 p.m. 
to reinforce Leicesters.” That is all. But at 4.37 p.m. there is a message to 
61st Brigade Headquarters from the liaison officer with the 47th Infantry 
Brigade, timed 4.30 p.m. The message states: ““Connaughts and Leinsters 
holding Guillemont to north of Mount Street, consolidating position with two 
companies 12th King’s Regiment. Royal Irish and Munsters in front of Guille- 
mont but position unknown. They may have to fall back from third objective. 
Guillemont has been heavily shelled but our counter-battery work reduced it.” 
A later message received at Brigade Headquarters at 8.25 p.m. stated that “C”’ 
and “D” Companies of the 12th King’s were holding the line at “T’.19.B.2.6— 
T.19.B.0.10,” which places them in a trench south-west of Ginchy. 

On the 4th the diary of the 12th King’s thus describes the operations: 


1There are no copies of any orders issued by Battalion Headquarters. 22 pm. 
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“Very heavily shelled. Bombers fared badly on the left. Message received that 
20th Brigade (gth Borderers) would relieve us. Two companies arrived to relieve 
our three forward companies.” 

The relief was completed by 5.30 a.m. on sth September, but Sergeant 
D. Jones with two Lewis-gun teams had to be left behind as the Border Regiment 
had brought no Lewis guns. 

With the exception of Sergeant Jones and his Lewis gunners, the battalion 
then marched back to the craters. Of the fighting from the 3rd to sth September, 
during which the 12th King’s had lost 187 all ranks, little is known, or can be 
gathered from the accounts. But it is evident that the 20th Division had cap- 
tured the village and held on to all its gains. The official despatches thus give 
the results of the fighting on the 3rd September and following days by the 2oth 
Division and 47th Brigade of the 16th Division: 

“Guillemont was stormed and at once consolidated and our troops pushed 
on unchecked to Ginchy and the line of the road running south to Wedge 
Wood. Ginchy was also seized (7th Division), but here in the afternoon we were 
very strongly counter-attacked. For three days the tide of attack and counter- 
attack surged backwards and forwards amongst the ruined houses of the village 
till, in the end, for three days more the greater part remained in the enemy’s 
possession. Three counter-attacks made on the evening of the 3rd September 
against our troops in Guillemont (47th Infantry Brigade, 16th Division) all 
failed with considerable loss to the enemy. We also gained ground north of 
Delville Wood and in High Wood, though here an enemy counter-attack 
recovered part of the ground won.” 

Guillemont had fallen! 

At last that rubble heap, of which scarce one stone or yard of ground was 
unstained by the blood of gallant men, was in our hands. 

It does not detract from the splendid bravery of those troops who had 
fought so hard to capture it, to give credit to the courage of the Germans in the 
defence. But when it came to consolidating our line in the village, and the ruins 
had been thoroughly explored, large subterranean passages and enormous 
cellars, sufficient to hold great numbers of men, were discovered. The secret was 
out. The reason our men had again and again entered the village only to be cut 
off (swallowed up as it were) and seen no more, was apparent. The enemy had 
remained concealed underground until the attackers had passed over; they 
then emerged, and again manning their trenches, shot down all they could and 
surrounded those who had penetrated the village. Such was the fate of Colonel 
Goff and his gallant officers and men of the 1st King’s—almost three com- 
panies—who were never seen again once they had passed the enemy’s front-line 
trenches. 

But the problem of Guillemont had been solved, and no more would that 
place be as a thorn in the side of the British. At a modest estimate the King’s 
Regiment alone in the several attempts to capture the village had losses which 
came near 3,000 officers and other ranks, 

There yet remain to be told the stories of how Capt. N. G. Chavasse, 
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1 /roth and 12th R,A.M.C., the Medical Officer of the 1/r1oth King’s, and Sergeant D. Jones, 


Battal 


ons 


of the 12th Battalion, won their Victoria Crosses. 

On the 9th August, during one of the heavy attacks on the village, Capt. 
Chavasse, frequently in full view of the enemy and under heavy fire, tended the 
wounded out in the open. When darkness had fallen he continued his work, 
searching the ground in front of the enemy’s wire for four hours for further 
wounded. The next day he took a stretcher bearer to the advanced trenches, 
and under heavy shell-fire carried an urgent case for 500 yards into safety, 
being wounded in the side by a shell splinter during the journey. 

Ignoring his own wound, that same night he took up a party of twenty 
volunteers, rescued three men from a shell-hole only twenty-five yards from the 
enemy’s trench, buried the bodies of two officers, and collected many identity 
discs, though fired on by bombs and machine guns. Altogether he saved the 
lives of some twenty badly wounded men, to say nothing of the ordinary cases 
which passed through his hands. Little wonder that the citation in the London 
Gazeste! stated: “His courage and self-sacrifice were beyond praise.” 

It will be rembered that Sergeant D. Jones had been left behind in the line 
with his Lewis gunners after the 12th Battalion had been relieved on the night 
4th/sth September. During the advance to a forward position, the platoon to 
which he had belonged came under heavy machine-gun fire, the platoon officer 
being killed and other heavy losses sustained. But with the remainder Sergeant 
Jones occupied the position and held it for two days and two nights without 
food or water, until relieved. On the second day he drove off no less than three 
heavy counter-attacks, inflicting severe losses on the enemy. His coolness was 
wonderful. “It was due entirely,” records the official citation,? “‘to his resource 
and example that his men retained confidence and held their post.” 


(vi) THE BATTLE OF GINCHY: ors SEPTEMBER 
Longueval (with Delville Wood), Guillemont and Ginchy, formed an 


inverted triangle with the latter village as its eastern point. Fierce fighting had 
already taken place for the possession of Ginchy and on the 3rd September, when 
Guillemont had fallen, the former village still defied capture. 

“Ginchy,” states the official despatches (which relate the operations of the 
3rd September) “was also seized, but here in the afternoon we were very strongly 
counter-attacked. For three days the tide of attack and counter-attack surged 
backwards and forwards amongst the ruined houses of the village till, in the end, 
for three days more the greater part of it remained in the enemy’s possession.” 

How often villages, woods, even small farms, were captured only piece by 
piece, which shows the stoutness of the defence our men had to break down! 
There was Falfemont Farm, for instance, which had been turned into a veritable 
fortress by the industrious Bosche; nearly two months had been spent in attack- 
ing that place before it was finally captured on the sth September. So, with 
Ginchy, we held only the western fringe of that tumbled mass of stone and brick 


London Gazette, 26/10/16; for the official citation see Appendix. 
*For the official citation in the Losdos Gazette of 26/10/16 see Appendix. 
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before “Zero” hour on the gth September, when Irish troops of the 16th 


Division again forced their way into the village, swept over the ruins, and 1) 


passing beyond it, carried the enemy’s trenches to the east. 

The 16th Division had on its left the 55th (West Lancashire) Division. 

On the 4th September the 165th Brigade of the 55th Division relieved 
the left of the 24th Division from the Flers-Longueval road (inclusive) to 
“'S.10,6,9,5,” which, translated into understandable language, meant a point 
about half-way along, and just east of the Longueval-High Wood road. On the 
sth and night of the sth/6th the 166th Brigade relieved the remainder of the 
24th Division from Ale Alley (exclusive) to the Flers—Longueval road, just 
north of Delville Wood; Ale Alley was a trench which ran due east at the eastern 
apex of Delville Wood. Finally, on the night of 7th/8th September, the 164th 
Brigade took over that portion of the line held by the 7th Division, from the 
junction of Ginchy Avenue with the front line, to Ale Alley. 

Thus all three brigades of the 55th Division were in the front line, where 
they set to work to consolidate positions already won, improve communications, 
dig assembly trenches and gradually gain ground with a view to improving 
conditions for the beginning of the September offensive. 

On the 8th orders were received from Corps Headquarters which stated 
that on the following morning (9th) the Fourth Army would renew the attack. 

The objective of the 164th Brigade (the right Brigade of the 5 5th Division) 
was an unnamed trench which ran in a south-easterly direction from Ale Alley 
thence to the eastern corner of Delville Wood, Ale Alley as far as the junction 
with Pint Trench, thence to Lace Lane exclusive. The 166th Brigade (in the 
centre) was to hold its line and assist by fire the attack on its flank. The 165th 
Brigade (on the left) was to co-operate with the 1st Division on the left in its 
attack on Wood Lane, by attacking Wood Lane from a strong point on the right 
front of the rst Division and a portion of the Tea Trench! 

The 1/8th King’s of the 164th Brigade were not one of the attacking 
battalions, but were to be in support in York Alley until the 2/sth Lancashire 
Fusiliers and North Lancs. had gone forward, when two companies were to 
move up into Pilsen Trench (vacated by the attacking troops); the two companies 
detailed were “B” and “C.” 

The 1/toth King’s of the 166th Brigade garrisoned a line of posts in front 
of the front line at the northern end of Delville Wood, which they had previously 
dug. They record nothing of the attack on the gth, only that they were at work, 
salvage parties working through Delville Wood, burying dead and digging in 
the front line and support lines and deepening communication trenches. 

The four battalion of the King’s Regiment (1/sth, 1/6th, 1/7th and 
1/gth) forming the 165th Brigade, moved up to the trenches from Dernancourt 
on the 4th September. 

The 1/6th and 1/7th went first into the front line, the latter battalion 


10n the 4th September, Major H. K. S. Woodhouse of the 1/sth King’s, assumed command of 
the 1 /gth Battalion. 
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taking over the right sub-sector which included Tea Lane to the left flank of 
the 166th Brigade, Peach, Apple, Cherry and Orchard Trenches, with one 
company in support in Savoy Trench. The 1/6th were on the left in Worcester 
and the western portion of Orchard Trenches, with support companies in Carlton 
Trench and Chesney Walk. 

The 1/5th Battalion took over Carlton and Savoy Trenches when they 
were in Brigade support to the 1/6th and 1/7th. The 1/9th moved to Mon- 
tauban Alley in Brigade reserve. 

The situation in the line was curious; between the left of the 1/7th Battalion 
(in Tea Lane) and the right of the 1st Division, Worcester Trench, the enemy 
held a trench running along the Longueval-High Wood road (Wood Lane), 
and also a considerable portion of Tea Trench. 

On the 6th orders were received by the 1/6th King’s to capture the 
enemy’s strong point at the junction of Wood Lane, Worcester Trench and Tea 
Trench, and to bomb along Tea Trench in conjunction with the 1/7th Battalion, 
which was to advance along Tea Trench and join hands with the 1/6th Battalion. 
The enemy’s strong point at the junction of Wood Lane and Orchard Trench 
was also to be captured, the attackers bombing along the former so as to join 
hands with the 1st Division troops on the left. The attack was to be made under 
cover of an 18-pounder and Stokes mortar barrage. “Zero” hour was 7 o'clock 
that evening. 

There are no records extant of what happened to the 1/7th King’s in this 
attagk. The Battalion Diary has only the following brief reference to the 
operation: “Bombing attack on Tea Trench, Second-Lieut. B. Cook missing, 
Second-Lieuts. Betts and Yeoman wounded. Capt. Randall, R.A.M.C. (presum- 
ably the M.O.) wounded.” 

The 1/6th describes the attack as follows: “At 6.50 p.m. 18-pounders, in 
conjunction with Stokes mortars opened barrage on Tea Trench and Wood Lane. 
At 7 p.m. battalion bombers, under Lieut. Blackledge, bombed down Worcester 
Trench and attacked enemy strong point, and a party of “C’’ Company under 
Second-Lieut. Harrison, with some battalion bombers, attacked strong point at 
junction of Wood Lane and Orchard Trench. 18-pounders at 7 p.m. switched 
on to Tea Trench, gradually working from west to east. Both attacks failed 
in their object owing to heavy machine-gun fire from strong points and out- 
lying shell-holes which had apparently been unaffected by our artillery; and our 
parties established blocks and strong points which were consolidated. In each 
case a considerable gain of ground was effected. Fighting continued until early 
morning. Casualties, five other ranks killed, twenty-six other ranks wounded, 
two other ranks missing.” 

The above is an excellent summary of a small attack. 

The 1/sth King’s record that they carried up wire, Stokes bombs and other 
necessaries for the attack. They also report having seen (from their reserve 
trenches) the operations begin. The Adjutant of the 1/sth (Lieut. Saunders) 


1Afterwards reported “killed.” 
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was killed by a shell previous to the attack, whilst giving orders outside Head- 
quarters as to a working party to repair damaged front-line trench. The O.C. 
sth Liverpool (Col. J. J. Shute) thus bereft of a 2nd in Command and Adjutant 
appointed Capt. Langley Russell to the dual position. On the 7th the 1/sth 
relieved the 1/6th in what they state as a “somewhat confused situation.” The 
1/ 7th were also relieved, the 1/9th taking over their line during the early 
morning. 

After darkness had fallen on the 7th the 1/gth King’s began work on the 
trenches, connecting up the strong points and digging a communication trench 
along the Flers road. They also extended their left in order to gain touch with 
the 1/5th Battalion on their left, digging a trench 130 yards long and 3 feet deep, 
which finally rested in North Street (the road running north from Longueval). 
A patrol sent out obtained touch with the 1/sth King’s and found Tea Trench 
was not occupied by the enemy, whereupon ‘“‘A’’ Company was sent up and put 
aie the left centre, “B” Company moving down and occupying the new trench 

ug. 

The 1/sth, similarly, as soon as darkness had fallen, sent out patrols along 
Tea Trench, who found that there was no definite trench left, for the guns had 
so pulverised the ground as to make the trench unrecognisable. No Germans 
were found in occupation of the ground between the two battalions, and by the 
morning of the 8th both the 1/sth and 1/gth had joined hands and the “pocket” 
between their trenches had disappeared. Before dawn on the 8th also, the 1/5th 
had re-established a block a few yards along Wood Lane, north of its junction 
with Tea Trench. 

These small attacks, attempts to straighten out the line, were frequently 
taking place; they provided plenty of hard and desperate fighting and were 
every bit as dangerous as major operations. It is, therefore, right that they should 
be recorded. 

The 8th September was spent in final preparations for the attack to take 
place on the gth. As already stated, the 1/8th King’s of the 164th Brigade (the 
right of the attack by the 55th Division) were to be in support. On the left, the 
1/sth continued their efforts to improve their position before “Zero” hour 
arrived, and during the night 8th/9th, made progress by means of bombing 
parties up Wood Lane 1n the direction of High Wood, establishing a block 
there 65 yards from the junction of Tea Trench and Wood Lane. “A” Company 
deepened about 150 yards of Tea Trench. 

The 1/gth were also busy during the night 8th/gth and dug out 80 yards 
of trench from North Street in a westerly direction. 

At 4.40 p.m. on the gth the 55th Division, in conjunction with the 16th 
Division on its right and the rst Division on its left, attacked the enemy. This 
attack (certainly to many of the divisions) was known as the attack on Hop and 
Ale Alleys and Pint Trench. The 16th Division cleared Ginchy of the enemy, 
but the assaulting troops of the 164th Brigade could not eject the enemy from 
Hop and Ale Alleys. It was a very difficult attack to make, for the enemy had so 
many opportunities, in a maze of trenches, of taking the attackers in enfilade, 
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and though Ginchy had been captured the enemy clung to his trenches in the 
neighbourhood of the ruined village. 

The first attack of the 164th Brigade was a failure. The 1/8th King’s 
merely state that the battalion “moved up to support 2nd Lancashire Fusiliers 
and North Lancashires, and “'B” and “C” Companies took part in the attack 
on Hop and Ale Alleys near Delville Wood. “‘D” Company in Stout Trench. 
Casualties: Second-Lieut. W. F. Ellis killed, Second-Lieuts. J. Coultard, 
J. F. Smith and W. G. Lofthouse wounded, 19 other ranks killed, 64 wounded 
and 2 missing.” 

A renewal of the attack on Hop and Ale Alleys on the roth seems to have 
been a failure. The 1/8th have a somewhat cryptic entry in their diary to the 
effect that the battalion succeeded in getting into communication with the 
Guards Division on the right ‘‘who had captured Ginchy.” The Guards did not 
capture Ginchy, but relieved the 16th Division after the latter had captured the 
village. 

The casualties of the 1/8th King’s on the 10th September were 10 other 
ranks killed, Second-Lieut. Galamothe and 48 other ranks wounded, and 3 other 
ranks missing. 

As evidence of the terrific shell-fire and the heavy losses sustained, the 
casualties of the 1/8th on the 11th and 12th, when no attacks were made, are 
interesting. On the former date they lost 17 other ranks killed, 46 wounded and 
4 missing; on the latter date (when they, with other troops of the 164th Brigade, 
were relieved) their losses were Second-Lieut. P. O. Limrick killed, Capt. 
J. A. Mahon? and 31 other ranks wounded, and 9 missing. On relief the 164th 
Brigade proceeded to Ribemont. 

Meanwhile, the attack of the 1/sth and 1/gth on the left of the divisional 
front had been a complete success. The 1/sth, assisted by the 1/6th Battalion, 
gained their objectives. The 1/6th King’s led the attack. One company was 
held up by very heavy fire, and the Company Commander, Capt. Geoffrey Hughes 
was badly wounded. The 1/6th King’s Bombers, however, under Lieut. G. G. 
Blackledge pressed on and drove the enemy back a considerable distance. Lieut. 
Blackledge was also wounded. The 1/7th had sent up two companies to relieve 
two companies of the 1/gth Battalion, but if the former made an attack on the 
enemy it is not recorded, and on the 11th they were relieved and marched back to 
Buire. On the latter date their diary records, ‘during the last nine days casualties 
—g killed, 85 wounded, 5 missing, 2 died of wounds.” Second-Lieut. W. 
Harrison was wounded on the 9th. 

The 1/sth and 1/9th were relieved on the night of roth/11th September, 
both battalions marching back to Buire. 

The 1/r1oth Battalion of the 166th Brigade had also been relieved on the 
11th, and with other units of the brigade had moved back to a camp near 
Ribemont. 

1§tout Trench was the support trench immediately behind Porter Trench, the right front-line 


trench of the brigade. 
*Died of wounds on the 13th September, 1916. 
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Thus Ginchy also passed into our hands, and although it had not been 
captured by King’s men, the attacks of the latter had had a contributory effect 
on the operations. 


(vii) THE BATTLE OF FLERS-COURCELETTE: 15Tu-22Np sePTempar 


On the 15th September the third phase of the great battles on the Somme 
began at 6.20 a.m. “The general plan of the combined Allied attack..... was 
to pivot on the high ground south of the Ancre and north of the Albert-Bapaume 
road, while the Fourth Army devoted its whole effort to the rearmost of the 
enemy’s original systems of defence between Morval and Le Sars. Should our 
success in this direction warrant it, 1 made arrangements to enable me to extend 
the left of the attack to embrace the villages of Martinpuich and Courcelette. 
As soon as our advance on this front had reached the Morval line, the time would 
have arrived to bring forward my left across the Thiepval Ridge. Meanwhile, 
on my right, our Allies! arranged to continue the line of advance in close co- 
operation with me, from the Somme to the slopes above Combles, but directing 
their main effort northwards against the villages of Rancourt and Fregicourt, 
so as to complete the isolation of Combles and open the way for the attack upon 
Sailly-Saillisel.’”? 

No battalion of the King’s Regiment went “over the top” in the intitial 
stages of the battle, i.¢., at “Zero” hour, but the 12th King’s of the 61st Brigade, 
20th Division, took part in the operations on the 16th September as their 
Brigade was attached to the Guards Division. The 55th Division was in reserve 
and the 1/sth, 1/6th, 1/7th, 1/8th, 1/9th and 1/1oth King’s are, therefore, 
entitled to “Flers-Courcelette” as one of their battle honours. The 11th King’s 
(Pioneers of the 14th Division) were also in the battle area, for, as their records 
show, they were detailed to make good the road between Longueval and Berna- 
fay Wood and on towards Flers, and in doing so lost 13 other ranks killed and 
Second-Lieut. Bowman and 39 other ranks wounded, whilst 8 were wounded 
and remained at duty. The gallant Pioneers well deserved this battle honour. 

That part of the battlefield, therefore, in which the King’s Regiment took 
a hand in the fighting between the 1 5th and the 22nd September, was principally 
south-west and in front of Les Boeufs and Flers. 

At “Zero” hour on the 15th September the divisions in line from right to 
left were the 56th (south-west of Combles and Leuze Wood), 6th Division, 
Guards (from the eastern outskirts of Ginchy), 14th Division from the left of 
the Guards Division, and holding a portion of Delville Wood, 41st Division 
north-west of Delville Wood, New Zealand Division, 47th Division (on the 
southern outskirts of High Wood), soth, 15th and 2nd Canadian Divisions 
south and south-west of Martinpuich. 


1Sir Douglas Haig’s reference here to “our Alhes” is teresting. The German attacks at Verdun 
had ceased and their reserves were being thrown in on the Somme where our attacks were causing the 
enemy serious losses. The French were, therefore, able to take a’larger part in the Somme battles. 


From the Official Despatches. 


1 /sth, 1 /6th, 
1/7th, 1/8th, 
t /gth, 1 /roth, 
11th and t2th 
Battalions 


1sth September 


11th Battalion 
15th September 
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From 6 a.m. on the 12th the guns had steadily and uninterruptedly 
bombarded the area of attack, and when at 6.20 a.m. on “Z” day the infantry 
assault began, the attack on the left was immediately successful. By 10 a.m. our 
troops had reached the northern side of Flers, and by mid-day had occupied the 
enemy's trenches some distance beyond. In the centre the British line was 
advanced to within assaulting distance of the strong line of defences fronting 
Morval, Les Boeufs and Gueudecourt; only on the extreme right were our 
troops held up; the 6th Division was unable to capture a very strongly-fortified 
area known as “The Quadrilateral.” In the afternoon both Martinpuich and 
Courcelette were captured from the enemy. 

As a result of one day’s fighting “we had broken through two of the 
enemy’s main defence systems and had advanced on a front of over six miles 
to an average depth of a mile.” Three large villages, each powerfully organised 
for a prolonged resistance, had been taken. 

For the first time in the Great War our “‘tanks” were brought into action. 
They are variously described in the records as “‘heavily-armoured cars” or 
“caterpillars,” but they soon became known as “‘tanks’”—a name which stuck 
to them. Each tank carried a garrison of six men, and was armed with machine 
guns and 6-pounder guns. The utmost secrecy had been observed by those who 
garrisoned these huge machines or had anything to do with them, but in spite 
of the utmost precaution the Germans apparently became aware of their existence 
and that we intended using them on the 15th September. Their troops were 
warned, but these warnings could not stay the terror which inspired the German 
soldiery as the formidable monsters wobbled ludicrously across the fields, stood 
up, as it were, and then fell upon hostile machine-gun nests, crushing the guns 
and teams to the earth, or tore huge gaps in the enemy’s wire and then passed 
over his trenches with the greatest ease. If they came to a building of any sort 
they just leaned against it and the building no longer existed. 

Their appearance on the battlefield was at first a source of great amuse- 
ment to the British soldier, for their ungainly antics were such as to bring forth 
all the inherent wit of “Tommy.” 

An officer of the 11th King’s (Pioneers) wrote of them thus in his diary of 
the 15th September: “A great advance to-day. Courcelette, Martinpuich and 
Flers with 2,500 prisoners, all largely due to the armoured caterpillars, “hush 
hush’ machines or tanks... .. ” One telegram during the day states: “A tank 
was observed proceeding up High Street, Flers, followed by troops cheering 
wildly. Another walked to the Sucrerie and back.” 

The tanks were first in Flers, having entered the village by 8.40 a.m.; 
they were followed closely by the infantry, by whom they were chiefly regarded 
as a practical joke. They did not make the success of the day, but they did 
splendid service and gave admirable help in breaking down the enemy’s 
resistance. A captured German officer said it was impertinence to use them; he 
could not understand the enthusiasm of our soldiers who cheered their new 
comrades and called them all sorts of names. 

Another innovation—the creeping barrage—may also be credited to the 
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Battle of Flers—Courcelette. Probably there were previous instances of the guns 
putting down a screen of fire which moved slowly over the enemy’s positions, 
but the creeping barrage as such may be said to have come into use on the 
15th September. Certainly the attacking troops were now instructed to get as 
close as they could to the barrage, so that when the guns lifted off the enemy’s 
trenches they had but a little space to cross before they reached the Germans, 
the latter being unable in so short a time to mount their machine guns and bring 
them into action against the attackers. 

At “Zero” on the 15th the 20th Division was in Corps Reserve—sgth 
Brigade at Billon Farm, 6oth Brigade at the Citadel and the 61st Brigade at 
Talus Boise. But as the operations had been successful the division began again 
to move forward, the 61st Brigade being ordered to Waterlot Farm and the 
6oth to Talus Boise, as the 59th Brigade was to remain at Billon Farm. 

At 5.12 p.m. that evening 61st Brigade Headquarters received orders that 
the brigade was placed at the disposal of the Guards Division. A few minutes 
earlier the following report had been received from Divisional Headquarters: 
“Situation still uncertain, but believe Guards have entered Les Bocufs. 6th 
Division still held up, presumably on first objective. 61st 1.B. is to be placed at 
disposal of Guards Shivision with proviso that it is to be used on south flank 
towards Morval. Intention later to interpose 20th Division between Guards and 
6th. Definite orders not yet received.” 

At 11 p.m. Operation Orders were received at 61st Brigade Headquarters 
from the Guards Division. The latter, with the 61st Brigade co-operating, were 
to attack the enemy on the following morning at 9.25 a.m. The 61st Brigade 
was to be on the right and the 3rd Guards Brigade on the left. The first objective 
followed the line of a part of Ox Trench, thence Cow Trench to the junction of 
the latter with Needle Trench, i.e., a south-east to north-west line south and west 
of Les Beufs. The second objective was Les Boeufs itself and the sunken roads 
east and north of the village. 

The 61st Brigade was to leave its position (then north of Trénes Wood 
and south of Delville Wood) at 12 midnight, and move to assembly positions 
which were to be pointed out by guides from the 2nd Guards Brigade. The 
Brigade was to attack with the 7th D.C.L.I. on the right, the 7th Somerset L.I. 
on the left, the 12th King’s in support, and the 7th K.O.Y.L.I. in reserve. 

The 12th King’s were entrenched along the Waterlot Farm—Longueval 
road, and they remained in that position until 2 a.m. on the 16th. At the latter 
hour they moved off in single file to their assembly trenches, which were 1,000 
yards east of Ginchy. They reached this position just before daybreak. 

Apparently before “Zero” hour the enemy put down a heavy barrage, and 
his trench mortars poured a continuous fire upon the area over which the troops 
were moving to their assembly positions, for the King’s state that there were 
“heavy casualties among attacking battalions before ‘Zero’ hour owing to them 
not being in position by daybreak.” At 10.45 a.m. the King’s were sent up to 


1T his was incorrect. 


12th Battalion 
1sth September 


12th Battalion 
1gth September 


22nd September 
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reinforce the attacking troops. Machine-gun fire was heavy from front and right. 

Les Boeufs was not captured, but a line was Laie west and south-west of 
the village, the 7th D.C.L.I. reaching the fork of the sunken roads just south- 
west. The position occupied by the 12th King’s is not stated, but they were in 
the front line of the attack apparently, and probably reinforced both the Corn- 
walls and the Somersets of their brigade. 

At 3.30 p.m. orders were issued from 61st Brigade Headquarters that no 
further attacks would be made and that the Guards Division and troops of the 
former would consolidate the ground won which (according to the brigade 
order) extended from the fork in the sunken roads south-west of Les Beeufs, 
southwards along Ox Trench to its junction with Bovril Trench, thence west- 
wards along Hogs Back and Serpentine Trench.! Special steps were taken to 
protect the right flank, which was open to enfilade fire and attack, 

That night the Guards Division and 61st Brigade were relieved by the two 
other brigades of the 20th Division. The 12th King’s moved back to Dummy 
Trench, where the battalion remained until 4 p.m. on the 17th September; they 
then marched back to Carnoy and went into the Craters. On the 19th they left 
the Craters and again moved forward. They were met by guides from the roth 
K.R.R.C. at Guillemont Station at 8.30 p.m. Through mud knee-deep (heavy 
rain had fallen throughout the 18th) the King’s men moved round the north 
side of Ginchy to the front line opposite Les Boeufs. By 1.30 a.m. they had 
relieved the Rifles. So far as the battalion was concerned the 20th passed quietly, 
though the 1st Leicesters of the 62nd Brigade (on the left) attacked the enemy 
successfully. The King’s men were not, however, engaged and during the night 
were again relieved, on this occasion by the 3rd (Guards) Brigade. At the close 
of the Battle of Flers~Courcelette (22nd September) the 12th King’s were 
billeted in Meaulte. 

From the records it is impossible to gain any information concerning the 
extent of the casualties suffered by the battalion between the 15th and 22nd 
September; nor does the Brigade Headquarter’s Diary give the losses. 

The 55th Division was at rest in the Ribemont area on the 15th September, 
when the battle opened, and it was not until 10 p.m. on the 16th that the 
Divisional Commander received a warning order from Corps Headquarters to 
hold his three brigades in readiness to relieve the 41st Division in the centre 
sector of the line on the evening of the 17th. 

At 11 a.m. on the latter date the 165th Brigade moved forward, followed 
by the 166th Brigade. They proceeded via Fricourt and Montauban, and after 
dark began the relief of troops holding the support and front lines. The 165th 
Brigade relieved the 64th Brigade, and the 166th Brigade the 122nd and 123rd 
Brigades; the former relief being completed at 3.40 a.m. and the latter at 
7.55 a.m. on the 18th. The 166th Brigade was, apparently, in support, for 
during the night 17th/18th the Brigadier-General commanding was ordered 
to take over the line held by the 165th Brigade on the night of 18th/19th. 

a Ps potition in co-ordinates is given as “from T.3.d.2.5 to T.9.d.6.8. and from there west to 
8.4.5.5.” 
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- No battalion of the King’s Regiment of the 53rd Division attacked the 
enemy during the period 17th-22nd September, but with the exception of the 
1/8th, who with their brigade (164th) were in Divisional Reserve, they all went 
into the line about Flers and suffered casualties from the very heavy shell-fire 
to which the enemy subjected the village and neighbourhood. The 1/7th and 
: / gth Battalions went, apparently, first into the front line north and east of 

ers. 

The 1/7th went in on the 17th. Rain was falling heavily, which continued 
for twenty-four hours, and the line was in a horrible condition. Dead and 
wounded lay about the battered village and churned up ground in the area 
where heavy fighting had taken place; what trenches there were already in 
existence had become mud alleys. As soon as they were in the line the 1/7th 
began the digging of a line of strong points, which, when the battalion was 
relieved on the 18th, had been completed. The battalion then moved back into 
support to Carlton and Savoy Trenches until the 20th. On the latter date the 
1/8th Battalion arrived to relieve them and they marched back to Pommiers 
Redoubt, having during the four days in the line lost one other rank killed, 
sixteen wounded, and sixteen missing. 

The 1/gth took over the line from a battalion of the Queen’s Regiment 
during the night 17th/18th. Two companies went into the front line and two 
remained in support, but with orders to dig a line of strong points in front of 
the existing line. The enemy, evidently nervous of further attacks, put down a 
very heavy barrage, but without inflicting serious losses. During the night of the 
18th the sth King’s Own relieved the 1/gth and the latter moved back to York 
Trench—a filthy trench owing to the heavy rain which had fallen. On the 20th 
the battalion moved back to the bivouac area at Pommiers Redoubt. Their 
losses in the line were four other ranks killed, Second-Lieut. H. R. Mansergh 
and fourteen other ranks wounded and eleven other ranks missing. 

The 1/sth had moved up on the 17th and relieved the roth K.O.Y.L.1. 
in Flers Trench. “The trench,” they record, “was in a shocking state”; dead 
and wounded lay about in the mud and water—a horrible sight. On the 18th 
they moved to Green Trench, north-east of Delville Wood, having suffered three 
other ranks killed and nineteen wounded from shell-fire. Onthe 19th the battalion 
was hard at work deepening and improving trenches and in making shelters. 
Their diary also mentions heavy shell-fire throughout the day, during which 
twelve more men were wounded, Relieved during the evening, the 1/5th moved 
back also to the bivouac camp at Pommiers Redoubt. 

The story of the 1/6th Battalion during these four days closely resembles 
the others. They were first in support in Fosse Way, just east of Flers. They dug 
strong points and improved the existing defences. On the 18th Major R. 
Wainwright left the battalion, having been wounded the previous day. Capt. 
J. B. McKaig then assumed command. Two other ranks were killed and ten 
wounded on the 18th September. At night they were relieved by the 1/roth 
Battalion and moved to York Trench, thence on the 20th to the same bivouac 
area as the other battalions of the brigade. 


1/7th, 1 /8th 
and 1 /oth 
Battalions 
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t/sth, 1 /6th, 
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The 1/1oth Battalion (166th Brigade) had relieved the roth Royal West 
Kents in Switch Trench on the 18th before taking over Fosse Way and Flers 
Avenue from the 1/6th King’s. In this uncomfortable spot they were located 
until the night of the 23rd September, digging trenches and widening a com- 
munication trench. 

Thus, so far as the King’s Regiment was concerned, ended the Battle of 
Flers-Courcelette. The 5th Division generally was congratulated on the 
amount of work done on the defences during the period 17th—22nd September— 
praise well deserved, for the whole area about Flers and the village itself was in 
a deplorable condition. The constant heavy shell-fire to which the place was 
subjected, combined with heavy rain, produced almost a shambles, for the dead 
bodies of British and Germans still lay about everywhere, and even wounded 
men were still lying out in shell-holes. 


(vii) THE BATTLE OF MORVAL: 2sra-28ra SEPTEMBER 

THE CAPTURE OF COMBLES, LES BEUFS AND GUEUDECOURT 

The results of the Battle of Flers-Courcelette included not only the capture 
of the villages of Flers, Courcelette and Martinpuich, but the advancement 
of our line to within assaulting distance of the strong line of defence running in 
front of Morval, Les Boeufs and Gueudecourt. High Wood had also fallen into 
our hands, and on the 18th the 6th Division had captured the Quadrilateral. 

Morval, Les Boeufs and Gueudecourt were now to be attacked, while 
Combles was to be simultaneously surrounded by the French and British; 
the French were to advance on Sailly Saillisel. 

The abominable weather which had marked the close of the operations 
between the 15th and 22nd September continued and it was not possible to 
launch the attacks against the above-named villages until mid-day on the 25th. 
On that date the British and French assaulted the enemy’s line from the Somme 
to north of Martinpuich. On the British front the objectives were “the villages 
of Morval (sth Division), Les Boeufs (6th and Guards Divisions) and Gueude- 
court (21st Division) and a belt of country about 1,000 yards deep curving round 
the north of Flers to a point mid-way between that village and Martinpuich 
(55th Division, New Zealand and 1st Divisions).” 

“Zero” hour for the attack was 12.35 p.m. 

Operation Orders issued by the XVth Corps states that the sa (21st, 
ssth and New Zealand Divisions) was to capture Gird Trench as far as its 
junction with the Gueudecourt-Factory Corner road, and Gueudecourt village. 

To the 21st Division, on the right, had been allotted portions of Gird 
Trench and Gird Support and the village. The 55th Division, in the centre, 
was to capture Gird Trench and Gird Support on its front and join up with the 
21st Division at the north-west corner of Gueudecourt at the cross-roads, and 
with the New Zealand Divisions, on the left, at the Factory Corner cross-roads. 
The New Zealanders were to capture Factory Corner and establish a line thence 
to the spur running north-east. 

The 16¢th Infantry Brigade was to attack the objectives allotted to the 
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sth Division; the 1/7th King’s were to be on the right, the 1/6th King’s in 1/6th, 1 /7th and 
the centre, the 1/9th King’s on the left and the 1/sth in Brigade Reserve, with '/9% Battalom 


two companies in Fosse Way and two in Flers Avenue. As soon as the assault 
had begun the 1/sth were to move up and occupy the trenches vacated by the 
attacking troops. 

The assembly line from which the three attacking battalions were to 
advance was a north-west to south-east line north-east of Flers. 

In addition to the creeping barrage there were to be a standing barrage and 
a heavy artillery barrage on fortified points, trenches, etc., the Divisional 
Operation Orders having the following interesting notice: “Both of these 
(barrages) will keep always on the enemy’s side of the creeping barrage. There- 
fore the infantry have only to pay attention to the creeping barrage and to keep 
very Close to it.” 

It will be observed that warfare was becoming more scientific; it shows 
itself in more lengthy and more-closely detailed operation orders. A year 
previously and it would have been impossible to find in any divisional diary such 
comprehensive orders as were issued in September, 1916. For one thing maps 
were now astonishingly accurate and detailed; every day aeroplanes were busy 
photographing the enemy’s positions and trenches; even the artillery were 
supplied with photographs showing the latest German strong points, trenches, 
defended areas, wire, etc., in order that they might be bombarded before the 
infantry assaulted them. 

Amongst orders issued to the infantry the following were the most impor- 
tant: the attack was to be in four waves, the first two being the assaulting waves, 
the last two the consolidating waves. (Later it will be observed that this method 
also was changed.) Each man was to carry two bombs and two sand bags; 
consolidating material—spades, etc.—were to be carried by the third and fourth 
waves. Company bombers were to act as clearing parties. Battalion bombers 
were to accompany the fourth wave and be posted on the flanks of the battalions. 
Captured positions were to be consolidated at once and wired; strong points 
were to be constructed by the R.E., attached to the infantry but assisted by the 
latter. 

During the night of the 23rd/24th the 165th Brigade relieved the 166th 
Infantry Brigade in the front line north of Flers. 

The 1/7th King’s, on the right (Lieut.-Colonel C. K. Potter commanding), 
took over the line from the 5th Loyal North Lancs., two companies in the front 
line, two in support, the relief being completed at 1 a.m. on 24th. They spent 
the latter date in improving trenches, patrolling, and in final preparations for 
the attack. During the day Second-Lieut. A. L. Chalmers was killed. 

The 1/6th Battalion, in the centre (Major J. B. McKaig commanding), 
took over Flers Avenue, Fosse Way and Switch Trench on the night of the 23rd, 
where they remained until 7.30 p.m. on the 24th. At the latter hour, however, 
they took up their battle positions in front of Flers, i.e., north-east of the village, 
in four lines of trenches in column of half-companies on a company front, 


“A” (Second-Lieut. Eastwood) on the right, “B” (Capt. Herschell) on the left, 
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“C” (Lieut. Ronald), and “D” (Lieut. Rome) in close support, forming the 
consolidating waves. The battalion bombers were in the centre of the first 
assaulting wave, while Major McKaig had his battalion headquarters at the 
eastern end of Fosse Way. Three other ranks of the 1/6th were killed and 
nineteen wounded during the assembly operations. 

The 1/9th King’s (Major H. K. S. Woodhouse) moved up to their assembly 
trenches (on the left of the 1/6th Battalion) during the night of 23rd. They 
disposed in four lines, “A” Company on the right and ‘‘B” on the left, “C” and 
“D” being in support. Battalion Headquarters were at the four cross-roads east 
of Flers. The 24th was a fine day and comparatively quiet, only a few casualties 
being suffered from shell-fire. 

The 1/5th Battalion (Lieut.-Colonel J. J. Shute commanding) moved on 
the evening of the 23rd to Green Trench. At 8 p.m. on the 24th they went 
forward to support trenches, “‘A” and ‘“‘B” Companies occupying Fosse Way, 
“C” Company and the Battalion bombers Flers Trench, and “D” Company 
Switch Trench; Battalion Headquarters were also in Flers Trench. 

The preliminary bombardment began early on the morning of the 24th 
September, and aeroplane photographs of Flers and Gueudecourt and the 
country between these two villages, or rather remains of villages, show an 
extraordinary spectacle. The whole area is pock-marked with thousands of 
shell-holes, so close together as to break up the cohesion of any infantry advance, 
to say nothing of trenches and roads to be crossed and negotiated. The villages 
themselves appear to be in a terrible condition; nothing in the nature of a roof 
to any single house or cottage remains; indeed, there are scarcely any walls 
left standing. Desolation is everywhere—the poor remains of places in which 
men, women and little children once lived. 

There is no mistaking the powerful nature of the two trenches which the 
division had partly to capture, i.e., Gird Trench and Gird Support! The photo- 
graphs show them to be well dug and protected in places by broad bands of 
wire entanglements. But our guns had dealt with the latter, and by the time the 
assaulting troops of the 165th Brigade were due to advance on the 25th, the 
two trenches had been terribly knocked about and had lost much of their 
defensive properties. 

Our barrage fell at 12.35 p.m. and the enemy’s barrage followed soon 
after, chiefly on Fosse Way and north of Flers. At once the assaulting troops 
began to move forward. 

The Brigade Narrative states that the first phase of the attack, i.e. the 
capture of Gird and Gird Support trenches, to where they joined the Gueude- 
court road, thence along the road to Factory Corner cross-roads, was successful 
in the anticipated time, and red flares were seen indicating that the first objective 
had been captured. 

Turning to the narratives of the attacking battalions: that of the 1/7th 
King’s is disappointing: “Attacked and gained possession of Goat and Gird 
Trenches, Gird Support, Sunken Road—Gueudecourt Factory Corner. Re- 
inforced by one company sth K.L.R. in sunken road at 11.15 p.m. and 8th 
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K.L.R. in Gird Trench at 1 a.m. 26/9/16. Second-Lieuts. Lewis, Patterson, 
Turnbull killed in action. Lieut.-Colonel C. K. Potter, Lieut. and Adjutant 
Toone, Lieut. Nesbitt and Second-Lieuts. Lace, Bell, Tanner, Roberts, Halsall, 
Lieut. J. N. Cruickshank (R.A.M.C.) wounded in action. Capt. Roper and 
Second-Lieut. Rawcliffe wounded, shell shock.” 

The 1/7th then set to work to consolidate their position. “A” Company 
of the 1/sth King’s moved up into the sunken road at 11.15 p.m., and at I a.m. 
(26th) the 1/8th Battalion began to arrive in Gird Trench to relieve the 1/7th. 
The relief was completed by 1.45 a.m. and the latter battalion moved back to 
Carlton and Savoy reach. 

The 1/6th King’s (in the centre of the attack) speak of the creeping barrage 
as being “highly successful.” The troops kept as close to the screen of fire as 
possible, the guns lifting fifty yards every minute. The objectives allotted to the 
battalion, i.e. (@) Gird Trench and Gird Support; (i) the sunken road from 
Gueudecourt village to Factory Corner, were captured. Many prisoners were 
captured by the 1/6th, including five German officers. The battalion bombers, 
ably assisted by the Royal Engineers, did splendid service. The records state 
that there were many deeds of great bravery, and one instance of indomitable 
ey is given: Sergeant W. C. Broster, who had already won the D.C.M. and 

.M., was hit in the stomach while advancing. But even in his great pain and 
agony he would not give in. Throwing off his equipment he continued to 
advance until he fell, dying subsequently of his wounds. 

The 1/6th were relieved also by the 1/8th at 9 p.m. on 26th and moved 
back to York Trench. They lost during the attack on 25th September: 9 officers 
wounded (Lieuts, E. Herschell? and Ronald and Second-Lieuts. Buckley, 
Withers, C. H. Buttery,? Bisset, Penrice, Harrison and Gardner), 15 other ranks 
killed, 110 wounded and 18 missing. Lieut. Brownell was wounded on 26th. 

The objective of the 1/gth King’s was from Seven Dials to Factory 
Corner, which entailed an advance of 1,000 yards. As soon as the order to 
advance was given, the attacking waves—a distance of 100 yards between each— 
went forward some 150 yards from the creeping barrage. The advantage of 
keeping close to the barrage was soon evident, in that the enemy’s guns when 
they opened fire caught only the rear wave of the battalion, though of that last 
wave scarcely a man survived. With bomb and bayonet the 1/gth soon cleared 
Grove Alley and the objective was shortly afterwards reached and consolidated. 
Fight officers killed or wounded,‘ and 165 other ranks killed, wounded and 
missing, were the losses of the battalion. At 8 p.m. on the 26th the 1/gth were 
relieved by the 1/8th and moved back to York Trench near Green Dump. 


1T he losses of the 1/7th in other ranks are given on 27th September a3 43 killed, 197 wounded, 
3 shell shock and 21 mussing. 

"Died of wounds, 26/9/16. 

Died of wounds, 1/10/16. 

*Killed—Capt. N. L. Watts, Second-Lieuts. W. G. Hansen, A. C, Challener and E. G. Podmore; 
died of wounds, Second-Lieut. A. R. Henshill-Wood (27/9/16); wounded, Second-Lieuts. E. W. 
Thompson, T. Vicars and Major H. K S. Woodhouse. 
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The 1/sth King’s not only reinforced all three attacking battalions, but 
during the night of 25th/26th dug a communication trench from the old 
British front line to Gird Trench. The enemy’s guns were extremely active 
throughout, but few casualties were suffered. At one period he set alight a dump 
of Véry lights, bombs, etc., and was so attracted by the blaze that for an hour 
afterwards he steadily shelled it. The battalion was relieved by troops of the 
164th Brigade on the night of 26th and moved back to Green Dump. One officer 
(Second-Lieut. Patterson) and four other ranks were killed, Capt. Russell, 
Second-Lieut. Morris and forty-five other ranks were wounded; Second-Lieut. 
Macintosh was for a while put out of action by shell shock. 

On the 26th the 164th Brigade relieved the 165th Brigade in the line 
captured by the latter. At 2 a.m. on 27th, orders were issued by the former 
brigade for an attack on the remaining portions of Gird and Support Trenches. 
The attack was to be carried out by the 1/8th King’s Regiment (Liverpool 
Irish). “Zero” hour was to be 2.15 p.m. on the 27th. 

The objective of the 1/8th is thus given in the Battalion Diary: “From 
Flers—Ligny Thilloy road on left to junction of Gird and Gird Support Trenches, 
with Factory Corner~Gueudecourt road on right. Length of objective 800 yards 
from left to right.” 

But again (as during the first phase of the attack) the narratives are colour- 
less. The story of that attack as told by the Liverpool Irish is as follows: 
“2.16 p.m. ‘Zero’ hour. Heavy barrage commenced and attack launched. 
Weather ideal. Our men carry enemy positions and attain objective. Several 
positions taken. Casualties light. Heavy loss inflicted on enemy, who appeared 
very demoralised. Captured trenches contained many German dead, Enemy 
machine gun captured. New Zealanders attack objective.” 

At 5 p.m. Lieut.-Colonel H. Leech (commanding 1/8th King’s) received 
the following message from the Divisional Commander to the Brigadier: 
“Please convey my hearty congratulations to Major Leech and Liverpool Irish 
on their success and accept the same yourself. Brig.-General commanding 
adds his heartiest congratulations.” 

The 1/8th King’s had very gallantly done all that was required of them, 
but their casualties can hardly be described as “‘light,” for 1 officer (Second- 
Lieut. C. W. Richards) and 12 other ranks had been killed, 4 officers (Second- 
Lieuts. E. C. Gilbert, C. A. Bean, K. E. J. Smith and E. B. Palmer) and 130 
other ranks wounded, 34 other ranks missing and 8 suffering from shell shock. 

At 2 a.m. on the 28th the Liverpool Irish were relieved and moved back 
to the support trenches, whence at 11 o'clock that night they marched back 
to Mametz. 

Apart from giving valuable assistance in digging and improving trenches 
before the battle opened, the 1/1oth King’s took no offensive part in the 
operations between 25th and 28th September. 

By the 30th September all three brigades of the 55th Division had been 
relieved in the line, and on the 1st October moved to the following areas: 
164th Brigade, Longpre; 165th Brigade, Argoueves; 166th Brigade, Pont 
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Remy, Eaucourt and Epagne. The division had seen its last battle on the Somme 
in 1916, but the foregoing chapters show how well all ranks had fought and 
carried out their orders, 

The 20th Division was in reserve during the Battle of Morval, and the 
12th King’s (61st Brigade) took no actual part in the fighting. 

The 12th Battalion, after billeting in Meaulte on the 22nd September, 
did not move into the front line until the 26th, when they marched up to Maltz 
Horn Valley and later relieved a battalion of the left brigade of the sth Division 
in the trenches 200 yards west of Morval. 

The battalion lost Lieut. H. H. Dunn killed, 10 other ranks wounded 
and 6 other ranks missing, in a heavy barrage which the enemy put down over 
the area occupied by the 61st Brigade. This heavy shell-fire had to be endured 
during the 27th, but on the 28th the battalion moved back to bivouacs near 
Maricourt, and on the 29th at 9.45 a.m. to a rest area between Longueval and 
Bazentin-le-Grand. This respite lasted but a few hours, for at 5.30 p.m. the 
King’s men moved forward again to the support line near Gueudecourt, where 
they relieved a battalion of the 62nd Brigade. 


(ix) THE BATTLE OF LE TRANSLOY: 1s1-18tx OCTOBER! 


The general situation on the Somme after the Battle of Morval may be 
summarised briefly as follows: the whole of the ridge between the Rivers Ancre 
and Tortille, with the exception of the high ground in the neighbourhood of 
Sailly-Saillisel and about Thiepval, was in our hands. North of Thiepval and 
between the villages of Miraumont and Hamel the Germans were making 
desperate efforts to cling to their positions, for the high ground gave them 
observation over the valley of the Ancre. For the moment they were allowed to 
possess that advantage. In the centre of our line, from Gueudecourt to west of 
Le Sars, we were well down the forward slopes of the ridge, and for the time 
being it was inadvisable to make further efforts in this part of the line. On the 
right flank, however, it was important to make further progress, for here the 
enemy still possessed a strong system of defences covering the villages of Le 
Transloy, Beaulencourt and Bapaume. On this right flank our line ran round the 
eastern outskirts of the villages of Combles, Morval, Les Boeufs and Gueude- 
court. 

October dawned fine but soon the wet weather again set in, and the 
operations, designed for an early date, had to be postponed until the 7th. In the 
meantime the troops holding the front line were ordered to push forward strong 
patrols under cover of the guns and dig in and consolidate whatever positions 
were attained, for the purpose (#) of obtaining good jumping-off positions for 
future operations, and (#) in order to observe where the enemy’s artillery 
barrage was placed and might be expected during the next attack. 

he 20th Division had taken over trenches south-east of Gueudecourt 


1Jn the ninth battle (the Battle of Thiepval, 26th-28th September) of the series of operations 
which form the Battle of the Somme, 1916, no battalion of the King’s Regiment was engaged. 
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from the 21st Division on the 29th of September, the 61st Brigade relieving 
the 62nd Brigade. 

On the 1st October two battalions of the 61st Brigade pushed forward 
strong patrols to within 200 yards of the crest of the hill on which Rainbow 
Trench was situated. Here, after consolidating patrol posts, a trench was dug 
forming a new line. On completion of this operation the 6oth Brigade relieved 
the right of the 61st Brigade, the 7th Somerset and 12th King’s of the latter 
brigade relieving the 7th D.C.L.I. on the left sector of the divisional front. 

On the 6th October Operation Orders for the attack on the German 
positions covering Le Transloy and Beaulencourt were issued. The Fourth 
Army was recommencing the attack on the following day (7th). The 56th 
Division, on the right, and 20th Division, on the left, were to carry out the 
attack of the XIVth Corps. The 12th Division (XVth Corps) was to attack 
on the left of the 20th Division. 

The attack of the 20th Division was to take place in two stages. In the 
first, Rainbow Trench along the divisional front was to be captured, and in the 
second Cloudy Trench, and a road which ran south and east from the south- 
eastern end of the trench. The two objectives were respectively the Green and 
Brown Lines. 

The 60th Brigade was to attack on the right and the 61st Brigade on the 
left. 

Of the 61st Brigade the 7th K.O.Y.L.I. were to be on the right and the 
12th King’s on the left. Both battalions were to be supported by the 7th Somer- 
sets, the 7th D.C.L.I. being in Brigade Reserve. 

There was a road running south-east from Gueudecourt, and north of this 
road the attacking battalions of the 61st Brigade assembled on the night of 
6th October. 

The few days delay in the operations, occasioned by the inclement weather, 
had been utilised by the enemy to strengthen his position and put out new wire; 
also (this information was obtained from a captured German) he had dug and 
occupied a trench between Rainbow and Cloudy Trenches, the presence of 
which had not been reported by our Intelligence. 

“Zero” hour had been fixed for 1.45 p.m. on the 7th. Throughout the 
morning the divisional artillery placed a very heavy bombardment on the 
enemy’s positions, and his trenches were badly knocked about and the wire 
entanglements in front of them successfully cut. One minute after “Zero” hour 
the German guns opened fire and heavily bombarded Gueudecourt and the 
sunken road south-east of it. Rose and Leek Trenches, south of the road and 
behind the assembly trenches, also came in for heavy shell-fire. But apparently 
the waves of troops, waiting to go forward, did not suffer heavily. 

As the hands of watches touched 1.45 p.m. steady barrages fell on Rainbow 
and Cloudy Trenches, and immediately the troops ‘went over,” following the 
creeping barrage which fell at “Zero + 2,” towards the first objective. 

A report was sent back by observers that the troops advanced splendidly 
“as though on Salisbury Plain.” 


1916) RAINBOW TRENCH 339 


At 1.51 p.m. large numbers of the enemy, dazed and demoralised by our 
barrage, came out of their trenches holding up their hands. An extraordinary 
spectacle then presented itself. The two lines of troops (British and German) met, 
there was a moment’s hesitation, and then back towards our trenches, under 
escort as prisoners of war, came dozens of the enemy—shaking, gibbering 
almost, in their obvious gladness to be out of the grim fighting which they 
knew would most certainly follow after our troops entered their trenches. 

But on the left and on top of the ridge more resistance was offered by the 
enemy, and stiff hand-to-hand bayonet fighting took place, which finally resulted 
in the retreat of those of the enemy who were able to get away. 

Protected by a very heavy barrage from their guns in front of Gueudecourt, 
which prevented all excepting the immediate night of the 12th Division (on the 
left of the 20th Division) from advancing, the German machine gunners and 
riflemen poured a very heavy fire on the left flank of the 12th King’s. Yet the 
C.O.s of the latter battalion and of the K.O.Y.L.I. report that Rainbow 
Trench was taken quite easily. As soon as the line had been re-formed the 
advance was continued to the second objective, both the King’s and K.O.Y.L.I. 
having left behind a party to deal with any Germans who might appear. Of the 
party of King’s men left behind, the N.C.O. in charge (the name of this gallant 
fellow is not recorded) located a hostile machine gun in action, which he and 
his bombers attacked and captured. 

About 250 yards in front of Rainbow Trench the King’s came to a newly- 
dug trench, covered with wire netting but unoccupied. On reaching Cloudy 
Trench it was found to consist of little more than a line of disturbed earth from 
two to three feet deep on the left, and nothing but new earth on the right; it 
was, therefore, difficult to restrain the men from advancing beyond the objective 
and into our own barrage. Some of the King’s did actually get through the 
barrage and pushed forward some 400 yards. One party of the battalion went up 
the trench, Milky Way, and captured a trench mortar with its entire crew. 
The mortar was too heavy to be removed, but the crew—an officer and six 
men—were brought back as prisoners. 

In the meantime Rainbow Trench was being consolidated by the 7th 
Somersets. 

In the advance the 12th King’s and the K.O.Y.L.I. had lost very heavily, 
both in officers and men. Both battalions had only one officer forward, i.e., 
Capt. Millican of the King’s and Lieut. Wright of the K.O.Y.L.[1. These two 
then took stock of their surroundings and their situation. They found that both 
their flanks were in the air, the 60th Brigade on their right being some 300-400 
yards to the right rear, and the brigade on their left apparently held up almost 
entirely. They therefore ordered their men to dig in, having first thrown back 
their flanks in case of counter-attack. The position on the left of the 12th King’s, 
especially, was very difficult. The ground to the left rear of Cloudy Trench was 
swept by a perfect storm of machine-gun and rifle bullets, and as Capt. Millican 
had had to throw back his flank for a considerable distance, casualties were 
severe. A message was sent back for supports, and two platoons of Somersets 
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were sent up to the left and one company of the same battalion to the right. 

At 7 p.m. the 12th King’s, on the left of the brigade front, held a line just 
in rear of Cloudy Trench with troops both on their right and left, both flanks 
being thrown back. The 7th D.C.L.I. were moved at 9 p.m. to take over and re- 
organise the front-line system, but dawn of the 8th had arrived before the relief 
could be carried out. The day, however, passed quietly (in comparison). On the 
night of 9th/1oth October, the 16th Infantry Brigade relieved the 61st Brigade, 
the latter marching to Meaulte via Montauban. 

In the stiff fighting which had taken place between the 6th and 9th October, 
all ranks of the 61st Brigade had fought splendidly, and the Corps Commander’s 
subsequent congratulations were well deserved: “I may tell you,” said that 
officer in his speech to the 61st Brigade, “that you were the only division 
(20th Division) in the whole of the Fourth Army who gained and held its 
objectives on that day (7th October).” 

But again a heavy price had been paid for victory. The 12th King’s had 
lost 6 officers (names not recorded), 19 other ranks killed, 125 wounded, 
4 missing, believed killed, and 67 missing. 

In Meaulte the battalion set to work to “clean up,” with prospects of 
several days out of the line in comparative ease and rest! 

On the 12th October the Fourth British and Sixth French Armies con- 
tinued the attack, and among the assaulting divisions was the 3oth. The latter, 
after the second attack on Guillemont, had been withdrawn from the line and 
moved up north, first to a rest area to refit and reorganise and train the new 
drafts which arrived to fill the depleted ranks, and then to front-line trenches 
near the La Bassee Canal. 

The 21st Brigade of the Division entrained at Longpre on the 3rd of 
August, and by nightfall on the 4th was billeted in the Robecq area, where 
training began immediately. The 89th Brigade entrained at Huppy on the 
3rd for Calonne-sur-La Lys, in which area all units received drafts and spent 
several days in training the new arrivals and in other ways fitting themselves for 
duty in the front-line trenches. The brigade moved to Locon on the 18th, and 
on the following day received orders that it was to relieve the 21st Brigade in 
the Givenchy sector on or about the 24th August. 

The 21st Brigade had relieved the 116th Brigade in the Givenchy sector 
on the 11th, the 18th King’s taking over the right (Canal Bank) sub-sector 
from the 11th Royal Sussex. Early on the morning of the 12th the enemy 
opened heavy and accurate fire with rifle grenades on the left of the line, killing 
one other rank and wounding Second-Lieut. F. Lawless and six N.C.O.s and 
men. The effect of these casualties on the battalion was immediate, for thereafter 
the unfortunate Bosche received three rifle grenades into his trenches for every 
one he fired at the King’s men. “Sniping, patrolling, rifle grenade and observing 
work continued,” records the Battalion Diary, “every endeavour being made to 
keep the enemy down and gain command.” 

During their second tour in the front line which began on the rgth, the 
enemy exploded a mine in front of the trenches of the King’s men. It “went up” 
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at 7.50 p.m. on the 2oth, and with the exception of several casualties (four other 
ranks were killed and four wounded by the explosion) the only result was to 
provide the battalion with a good observation post, for the King’s had im- 
were E occupied and consolidated the crater, much to the chagrin of the 
Bosche. T'wo days later we exploded two mines in the neighbourhood of K Sap 
and again consolidated the craters. On the 22nd Second-Lieut. A. C. Slaughter 
died of wounds, On that date also the 18th Battalion was relieved and moved 
back first to billets at Pont Fixe and then to La Panniere, where the remainder 
of the month was passed. 

The 89th Brigade began the relief of the 21st Brigade on the 26th of 
August, the 19th King’s taking over the support line (Windy Corner—Pont 
Fixe); on the 27th the latter relieved the 19th Manchesters in the right sub- 
sector of the front line, the 2oth King’s moving up into support and the 17th 
King’s to reserve. 

The 19th King’s completed the relief by 7.30 p.m. on 27th, Second-Lieut. 
W. A. Barton being wounded during the operation. On the 28th Major Trant 
and Lieut. P. S. Pemberton were wounded, the former remaining “at duty.” 

The Givenchy sector at this period was by no means quiet. The 19th King’s 
also found that the enemy was very free with his rifle grenades. On one occasion 
he fired thirty into the King’s trenches, but his ardour was considerably cooled 
when he received one hundred in reply. The guns of both sides were always 
more or less active, and retaliatory shoots were Rendon 

The 19th Battalion was relieved by the 17th Battalion on the 31st, while 
on the same date the 20th King’s relieved the Bedfords in the left sub-sector. 
The 17th King’s spent an uneventful three days in the front-line trenches and 
were then relieved by the 19th Battalion. 

At II p.m. a raiding party of the latter crossed “No Man’s Land” with the 
intention oF entering the German trenches and securing an identification. The 
enemy’s wire had been reached and a space cut through which the party were 
going to enter, when unfortunately one of the men clanked his rifle. This drew a 
volley of rifle-fire from the Bosche, one man being wounded. The cries of the 

oor fellow attracted more fire, during which other casualties were suffered. 

he party then had to return by the best means possible to their own trenches. 
This was the only incident of note to record during September,! for during the 
middle of the month the 30th Division had again moved southwards towards 
the Somme. 

Orders to join the Fourth Army were received by the division on the 
18th September, and on the following day the 21st Brigade entrained for 
Doullens. Eventually, on the 21st, the brigade was located in the Naours— 
Wargnies area, and training with “intensive digging” began. The 89th Brigade 
had preceded the 21st Brigade, and on the 21st were in billets in the Vignacourt 
area. 


Another raid carried out by the 19th King’s, who sent up a party whilst the battalion was in 
billets, was also unsuccessful. In this raid Lieut. R. G. Lloyd was killed and Second-Lieut. N. L. 
Taylor wounded (d. of w. 18-9-16). 
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The 30th Division was in reserve during the operations of the 7th October 
and following days, but received orders to relieve the 41st Division in the 
front line north-west of Flers on the night of roth/11th October. On the 4th 
the 89th Brigade moved to Dernancourt, and the 21st to Coisy. On the 7th! the 
latter Brigade again moved, on this occasion nearer to the front line, i.¢., to 
Pommers Redoubt on the Mametz-Montauban road. On the night of the roth/ 
11th, the 89th Brigade took over the front line from the 123rd Brigade (41st 
Division). 

“We went into quite a different part of the line than we had been told to 
go into only the day before,” said the Brigadier commanding the 89th Brigade 
(Brig.-General the Hon. F. C. Stanley), “but that sort of thing we were getting 
quite used to now, and we did not worry our heads about a trifle of that 
description.” 

During the following day orders were received which stated that the Fourth 
British and Sixth French Armies were to continue the attack on the 12th 
October. The 30th Division was to have the 12th Division on its right and the 
gth Division on the left. 

Of the 30th Division, the goth Brigade was to be on the right and the 
89th Brigade on the left. The Bedfords on the right and 17th King’s on the 
left were to be the attacking battalions of the 89th Brigade; the 20th Battalion 
was to be in support and the 19th Battalion in reserve. The 21st Brigade was in 
reserve trenches about Flers. 

“Zero” hour was to be 2.5 p.m. on the 12th October. 

The 17th King’s were accommodated in Gird Trench and Gird Support, 
in which they had relieved a battalion of the 123rd Brigade on the night of 
1oth/11th. At about midday on the 11th the British preliminary bombardment 
began, and the enemy’s guns replied. Their fire was intermittent throughout the 
day, but it was fairly accurate, for Second-Lieut. N. Smith and seven other ranks 
were killed and Second-Lieut. J. H. Fearon and twenty-two other ranks 
wounded. 

At “Zero” hour the whole line went forward to the attack gallantly enough. 
On the right and in the centre little progress was made; the enemy’s defences 
were strong, and he evidently expected an attack as his trenches were observed 
to be full of troops. On the extreme left of the attack the 17th King’s found the 
enemy’s wire uncut, which held up the assaulting troops during which hostile 
machine-gun fire took heavy toll of the attackers, who were finally forced back 
to their original trenches. 

The lie of the ground in front of the 17th Battalion, over which they had 
to make their attack, was dead against them. There was a rise in the ground 
against which the waves of men were clearly silhouetted, providing fine targets 
for the enemy’s riflemen and machine gunners, The losses in crossing “No 
Man’s Land” were, in consequence, very heavy. 


1On the 7th October Lord Derby again visited the 30th Division; he took very great interest in 
the King’s Regiment. 
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Generally the attack was a failure, largely caused by the skill with which 
the enemy employed his machine guns. Instead of being placed in his trenches 
they were distributed all over the country behind his trenches and so sighted 
that by indirect or long-range fire he could place a machine-gun barrage on 
“No Man’s Land.” These guns had not been put out of action by our artillery 
barrage and were the principal cause of the failure of the attack. 

During the afternoon the supporting battalion—the 2oth King’s—began 
to arrive in the front line. Capt. H. Beckett was the first to arrive with No. 1 
Company; he had a few casualties. No 2 Company lost its commander—Lieut. 
R. D. Paterson—and also some men before reaching the front line. The 20th 
Battalion then proceeded to consolidate the small gain of ground, some 150 
yards, taken by the 17th King’s. 

The 17th Battalion was relieved by companies of the 19th and 20th 
Battalions during the night of the 12th/13th. They moved back to Flers Support 
and later to bivouacs at $.26 central, otherwise a camp just west of Montauban, 
arriving at that place at about 5.30 p.m. 

Their losses had been very heavy: Capt. S. C. S. Horser and Second-Lieuts. 
K. G. Collin, S. J. Ireland, W. Hornsby, J. G. Dixon and 38 other ranks had 
been killed; Lieut. I. V. H. Campbell, Second-Lieuts. A. P. Watson,! A. S. 
Boston, J. R. Whittle, F. H. Thravers, and about 225 other ranks were among 
the wounded and wounded and missing. 

On the 13th Lieut.-Colonel H. W. Cobham (commanding 2oth Battalion, 
King’s Regiment) was ordered to take over the whole of the brigade front, 
and his battalion relieved the 17th King’s and 2nd Bedfords. Until about 
8 p.m. the enemy heavily bombarded the trenches and swept the whole area 
with intense machine-gun fire, but he did not line his trenches. “We wish he 
had,” records the Battalion Diary, “for every preparation had been made to 
receive him.” 

The 20th King’s were relieved during the night of the 13th/14th by the 
18th King’s and 2nd Wiltshires of the 21st Brigade. They then marched back 
down Crest Trench, the relief being completed at about 4.30 a.m. on the 14th. 
Later in the day they moved still further back to between Montauban and 
Bazentin. They had made no attack but came out of the line having, in addition 
to the losses already mentioned, lost Second-Lieut. G. L. Grennan and twenty 
other ranks killed, Capt. G. Brighouse, Second-Lieuts. A. E. G. Griffin, J. E. 
Maclean Hayes, C. Buttemer and seventy-six other ranks wounded and seven- 
teen other ranks missing. 

The 19th King’s, as the 20th Battalion left their support trenches, moved 
forward, taking over the latter. They later sent up a composite company 
to reinforce the 17th King’s. Their losses on the 12th October were two 
other ranks killed, Capt. J. C. Matthews, R.A.M.C., Second-Lieut. C. H. 
Sedgeley and eight other ranks wounded, and four other ranks missing. 

The r9th Battalion stayed in the line until the next attack—on the 18th 


1Died of wounds, 13/10/16, 
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October—was launched. The objectives in this attack were practically the same 
as in the operations of 12th Oetober, but the 89th Brigade was to be on the 
right and co-operate only with fire attack, while the 21st Brigade, on the left, 
attacked the enemy’s trenches. 

The 2nd Green Howards were to be on the right, the 18th King’s in the 
centre, and the 2nd Wiltshires on the left. There was, however, a gap between 
the Green Howards and the 18th King’s which was to be filled by bombing 
parties, which were to work forward up the enemy’s trenches, covered by our 
trench mortars. The Green Howards were to capture Bayonet Trench and Gird 
Support along their front. | 

“Zero” hour on the 18th was fixed for 3.40 a.m. 

The 18th King’s, after relieving the 2nd Green Howards on the 13th 
October, were relieved themselves on the latter date and proceeded to Flers 
Trench in reserve. On the 15th they moved to support trenches west of Goose 
Alley, and on the 17th to their assembly trenches. 

Something should be said of these assembly trenches; they were poor 
indeed, affording little accommodation. The enemy’s bombardment was heavy 
and continuous, which made movement difficult. To add to the difficulties of the 
unhappy 18th Battalion, our guns had been ordered to bombard the German 
lines for two hours, so that the King’s men had to clear out of their trenches 
and find what accommodation they could whilst the bombardment was carried 
out. Already tired out with trying to flounder through mud, weighted down by 
heavy equipment, this extra move undoubtedly added to their fatigue. Then at 
about 6 p.m. on the 17th, rain began to fall and continued falling all night. 
To say that the trenches were uncomfortable 1s to describe the conditions in 
very mild terms indeed. Moreover, the Divisional Staff had calculated on a 
light, moonlight night, but the moon was obscured by thick clouds, and what 
with the rain and darkness the attack would have to take place under very 
difficult conditions. 

At 6.30 p.m. Capt. G. Ravenscroft and an N.C.O. left the front line in 
order to tape out the forming-up line for the first wave of the attack. Shortly 
after Very lights went up from the German lines signalling an “S.O.S.” Im- 
mediately the enemy heavily barraged our front trenches and communications, 
and Capt. Ravenscroft was killed and the tapes lost. Lieut. Heywood was then 
sent out to proceed with the work and succeeded in laying the tapes. 

At “Zero” hour the 18th King’s advanced steadily enough, but the 
German barrage checked the first wave so that it became merged with the 
second wave, the two waves advancing together. On the right uncut barbed wire 
was encountered, and the enemy’s bombers and machine gunners held up the 
attack, Along the remainder of the front there was little difficulty, but for some 
unaccountable reason the men hesitated to jump into the enemy’s trenches; they 
then began to filter back. The bombing attack from between the Green Howards 
and right of the 18th King’s failed to make headway in the face of strong 
opposition. 

There is no doubt that the failure to go on when the German trenches 
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had been reached was due entirely to the men’s strength being utterly worn out. 18th Battalion 
They had been shelled and shelled continually, they had been moved here and 
there (and all moves under such conditions were trying in the extreme) and 
they had had no sleep owing to many of them being employed on carrying 
parties up to 2 a.m. on the 17th of October. It is impossible to get the best out 
of troops who are tired out before an attack takes place. 

he state of the ground was appalling. Here is a description of it on that 
horrible night: “The ground was covered with shell-holes. These, combined 
with the sodden and greasy state of the ground and numerous dead men, made 
the going exceedingly dificult. There were no objects visible on which troops 
could march and so maintain direction. The mud and slime clogged the rifles 
and Lewis guns, and would have absolutely prevented them from being fired.” 

During the night of 18th/19th the 18th King’s were relieved by the 19th 
Manchesters, and took up position in support trenches west of Goose Trench. 
They also had lost heavily—14 officers and 212 other ranks.? 

In Goose Trench the 18th Battalion was relieved by Australian troops, and 
the King’s men marched back to Pommers Redoubt, and two days later to 
Dernancourt, where they billeted. 

The gain of ground in the Battle of the Le Transloy Ridges was not as 
great as was hoped for. The weather had broken and had interfered considerably 
with the operations. Moreover, conditions on the Somme were by now appalling. 

The 89th Brigade® was relieved on the 22nd October by Australian troops, 
fresh from Egypt; poor fellows, the terrible weather and mud and horrible 
ae in the line were vastly different from the warm climate of Northern 

rica. 

On the joth of the month the 3oth Division took over a new sector oth October 
opposite Bienvillers and Berles—a quiet part of the line; but that is another 
story. 


(x) THE BATTLE OF THE ANCRE, 1916: 
13TH-18TH NOVEMBER 


Winter had now set in on the Somme; such a winter as even those old 
inhabitants who still remained in the back areas said had not been seen for 
fifty years. The rain was prodigious, the mud awful. Four months had passed 
since the great assault had been launched on the 1st July; four months—and 
the face of Nature had changed completely; not even her lamented form re- 
mained, for stretches of ground, thick in mud of the consistency of porridge, 
great pools of water, holes and excavations in the ground, hillocks disappeared 
that once were, others which had not been, erected by the huge upheaval of 


1With the exception of Capt. Ravenscroft, the names of officer casualties are not given in any of 
the diaries. 

®T hese casualties were from the 11th to z2nd October inclusive. 

*The 20th King’s, before they were relieved, and between the 17th and 23rd October, had the 
following casualties: Capt. G. S. Sutton, Second-Lieuts. Ashton, Walker and Lancaster, wounded; 
16 other ranks killed and 32 wounded. 
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mines and bursts of gigantic shells, the area honeycombed by humans who 
found safety only in the bowels of the earth—all these things were unnatural. 
Yet they were part of war—the war that had grown so terrible, the war that was 
getting day by day ever more scientific and the slaughter greater than man had 
ever envisaged. 

And what had we achieved in these four months, what had we gained 
by that vast expenditure of life? Were the gains in ground comparable at all 
with the loss of so great a proportion of the country’s manhood? To argue from 
that standpoint is to ignore the stratagems of war. And yet it is desirable to show 
what those gallant King’s men, who had given their lives in almost every corner 
of the bloody Somme battlefield, had died to help to win. 

By the end of September our line ran round the eastern outskirts of Morval, 
Les Boeufs, Gueudecourt—thence just north of Martinpuich, Courcelette and 
the heap of rubble, once the village of Thiepval. In October (as already des- 
cribed) further gains of ground had been made; Le Sars had fallen into our 
hands and progress made which would facilitate the next attack on Le Transloy 
when the weather permitted. But it did not permit, and although the whole of 
the high ground between the Ancre and the Tortille Rivers had been cleared 
of the Bosche and was in our hands, the enemy’s defences before Le Transloy 
defied capture. 

Alone, this gain of ground would seem but a small thing to barter against 
the lives of the hundreds of thousands who had figured in the casualty lists up 
to this period; but they had not given their gallant lives or suffered grievous 
wounds for that alone. To save the French line at Verdun, to take the pressure 
off our Ally, and to prevent the enemy capturing that great fortress, the fall of 
which would have had a tremendous, adverse moral and political effect on the 
French people and the Allied cause generally, was one of the objects for which 
we fought on the Somme; we had to attract the Germans to the Somme to 
prevent their restrves from being sent to Verdun, to kill as many of the enemy 
as possible and to wear down his strength. And that was done, was still being 
done when the last great battle of the Battles of the Somme, 1916—the Battle 
of the Ancre—was fought. 

Persistently bad weather during the remainder of October and the early 
days of November made offensive operations on a large scale impossible, but 
local successes were gained east of Les Boeufs and Gueudecourt. Our footing 
on the crest of the Le Transloy Spur was extended and secured. The enemy’s 
counter-attacks were numerous and fierce, but they were mostly broken up by 
artillery fire or by the infantry in the front-line trenches, severe losses being 
inflicted on the Germans. 

About the 9th of November, however, the bad weather took a turn for the 
better. Frosty nights and cold, but dry conditions, made the final preparations 
for attack easier. 

The official despatches thus describe the objectives of the attack: “The 
enemy’s defences in this area (Beaumont Hamel) were already formidable when 
our assault on the 1st of July was made, and the succeeding period of four 


1916] TRAINING THE “NEW HANDS” 347 


months had been spent in improving and adding to them in the light of the ret and r3th 


experience he had gained in the course of our attack further south. The hamlet 
of St. Pierre Divion and the villages of Beaucourt-sur-Ancre and Beaumont 
Hamel, like the rest of the villages forming part of the enemy’s original front 
line in this district, were evidently intended by him to form a permanent line of 
fortifications while he developed his offensive elsewhere. Realising that his 
position in them had become a dangerous one, the enemy had multiplied the 
number of his guns covering this part of his line, and at the end of October 
introduced an additional division on his front between Grandcourt and 
Hebuterne.” 

The front of the attack selected was from east of the Schwaben Redoubt 
to north of Serre. Seven divisions were to be in the front line of attack. These, 
from right to left, were the 19th and 39th south of the Ancre, and 63rd, 51st, 
2nd, 3rd and 31st north of the river. With only two of these, however, is this 
narrative concerned, #.¢., the 2nd and 3rd Divisions, for the former contained 
the 1st Battalion of the King’s Regiment, and the latter the 13th Battalion. 

After their terrible losses in the attack on Guillemont in August, the 
Ist King’s left the Happy Valley on 12th and marched to Meaulte. From the 
latter village the battalion proceeded by train to Saleux, marching thence to 
Yzeux, Bernaville and Bois de Warnimont. On the 20th of August the King’s 
men reached Couin, where reorganising, refitting, the absorbing of drafts and 
training was to be carried out.! 


10n this day Lieut-Colonel S. E. Norris arrived and assumed command. His story of the arrival 
of a large draft of disgruntled officers and men of another regiment (who were annoyed at not being 
sent to their own), and how, by a knowledge of regimental history, he was able to pacify them, is 
interesting: 

“When I reached Battalion Headquarters J found a handful of young officers and other ranks (all 
that was left of the four companies after the recent severe fighting), the band and drums and Quarter- 
master’s Stores personnel. The C.O., Second-in-Command, and (I think) all the company commanders 
had been killed. I was told that a draft of 20 officers and 750 other ranks was on its way to bring the 
battalion up to strength, and that I should be given four days to reconstruct and get ready to go into the 
line. The draft, which arrived a few hours after I had taken over command, consisted of Manchester 
Territorials, all thoroughly discontented at being sent to a strange unit instead of their own. 


“I remembered my regimental history, and this gave some hint of the best thing to do in the big 
task of pulling the battalion together again. I assembled the whole of the new officers and men and told 
them how closely the King’s and Manchesters were related, in addition to their recruiting areas being 
neighbours in South Lancashire. How, in 1758, the 2nd King’s was constituted a separate regiment 
and became the 63rd Foot, the 63rd Foot now being the rst Battalion, The Manchester Regiment. 
Instead of being drafted, as they imagined, to a strange regiment, they were simply coming back home 
again, and the old 8th Foot welcomed them back as the descendants of its 2nd Battalion which went 
away so many years before. 


“Before I had spoken many minutes I could see the men were thoroughly interested. The impression 
my remarks made was profound, and company commanders told me later that when censoring letters 
home they noticed that nearly every man mentioned the incident. The new officers and men settled 
down quite contentedly,and in a very short time the 1st King’s was again an effective fighting battalion. 
I was greatly assisted in the above incident by Second-Lieuts. Bannatyne and Walsh, both of whom 
had read and remembered the Regimental History.” 
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Only five days were, however, spent in training behind the line, although 
the battalion had been practically re-formed and the greater proportion of 
officers and men (the new draft) had had no experience in trench warfare. On 
the 26th the rst King’s relieved the 17th Middlesex in the front line in the 
Serre sector, south of Hebuterne; Serre was in the German lines, Immediately 
the battalion was settled in the line means were taken to get the men used to 
conditions in the trenches and to being out in “No Man’s Land.” Wiring 
parties and “listening posts” were formed and sent out in front of the line; 
other parties crossed “No Man’s Land” to examine the enemy’s wire. Work of 
every description was carried out in their own trenches, and very soon the new 
arrivals got accustomed to being in the line. The enemy was, at this period, 
fairly active, and casualties were frequent, though not numerous. On the 28th, 
for instance, a working party was making a deep dug-out when a large “Minnie” 
fell on the dug-out burying most of the party. Four men were killed and about 
twelve more were wounded or severely wounded. 

On the 3oth the battalion was relieved and moved back to Couin. During 
the latter part of this tour “A” and “‘D”’ Companies, who were in the front line, 
were turned into a “School of Instruction in Trench Routine,” officers and 
N.C.O.s from the other two companies who had had any experience in trench 
warfare, being lent to the two forward companies to act as instructors. This 
innovation proved of considerable benefit to those officers and men of the 
battalion who had had little or no previous experience in the front line. 

Several weeks (of little interest) now followed of alternate tours in the front 
line, or in Couin and other villages. But gradually the battalion was reaching a 
high state of efficiency. A successful raid was carried out on the enemy in 
September, during which Second-Lieut. Scutt was wounded. October similarly 
was barren of more than normal activities in the line. 

On the 1st November there was a conference at Brigade Headquarters 
during which the coming operations on the Ancre were discussed. The King’s 
were then at Acheux; they moved to Bertrancourt on the 6th and on the 9th 
took over the front line west of Serre from the Middlesex. The next day Second- 
Lieut. Wase and eight other ranks were wounded; the guns were very active 
on both sides. On the 11th the King’s men were relieved by the 13th Essex 
and marched to billets in Mailly-Maillet until the night of the 12th. 

The bombardment of the enemy’s lines began on the 11th and a short 
period of intense fire put the enemy on the alert, as it was intended to do, but as 
no infantry attack developed his guns and trench mortars ceased fire. The same 
procedure was adopted on the 12th with similar results from the enemy, which 
was rather surprising, for our artillery were using shells of all calibre—8 in., 
9.2 in., 12 in, and 15 in.—on Serre, which was in flames and burning fiercely, 
while the enemy's rear communications and observation posts were being 
“shelled to blazes” as an artillery officer of the 2nd Division said. 

At nightfall on the 12th all units were notified that “Zero” hour was to be 
5.45 on the following morning. 

At 8 p.m. the 1st King’s marched out of Mailly-Maillet ex rouse for their 
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assembly positions. Before midnight the battalion was in position for the 
attack, though owing to the bad state of the assembly trenches the troops had 
to be disposed on the open ground parallel with the frontage of attack. A dense 
fog generously hid them from the enemy’s observers. 

The general disposition of troops in the immediate neighbourhood of the 
1st King’s were as follows: the 3rd Division, whose objective was the village of 
Serre, was on the left of the 2nd Division, the latter was to carry the enemy’s 
trenches from north of the Caves of Beaumont Hamel to Ten Tree Alley; the 
gist Division was on the right of the 2nd Division, with Beaumont Hamel as 
its objective. 

The sth Brigade, on the right, and 6th Brigade, on the left, were to carry 
out the attack of the 2nd Division. Of the latter brigade the 13th Essex, on the 
right, and 2nd South Staffords, on the left, formed the first attacking waves; 
the 1st King’s supported the Essex and the 17th Middlesex the South Staffords. 

The objective allotted to the 13th Essex and 1st King’s was through a 
strongly fortified position on the northern flank of Beaumont Hamel, known as 
the Quadrilateral, which lay in a hollow between the slopes leading up to Serre 
on the left and Beaumont Hamel on the right. It formed a salient in “No Man’s 
Land,” powerfully protected with thick belts of wire out in front of it; altogether 
a particularly difficult place to capture. 

‘No Man’s Land” was in a deplorable condition; the rain and constant 
shelling had turned that dread space between the two lines of trenches into an 
almost impassable morass. Yet, despite the awful conditions under which they 
were to attack, all ranks were very cheerful. 

At 5.30 a.m. on the 13th the fog was so thick that it was impossible to see 
more than twenty to thirty yards ahead. Fifteen minutes later an intense barrage 
fell on the enemy’s trenches and the troops advanced to the attack. So keen were 
all ranks to get at the enemy that two companies of one of the front-line battalions, 
in a “‘devil-may-care” fashion, went “over the top” playing mouth organs. 

The right flank of the 2nd Division, i.e., the sth Brigade, met with little 
opposition aa the German front line and quickly gained its objective. The 
attack of the left flank, i.e., the 6th Brigade, was, however, practically broken in 
half by the Quadrilateral, which lay opposite the inner flanks of the two front- 
line battalions, the Essex and South Staffords. From both sides of the salient 
of this powerfully-fortified position a galling machine-gun fire caught the troops 
as they made gallant efforts to cross ““No Man’s Land.” A party of about sixty 
succeeded in reaching the Green Line, but their left was under heavy fire from 
the Quadrilateral. Another party of about fifty men of the Essex were lined up 
behind a bank a hundred yards in front of our wire, unable to move owing to 
heavy fire. 

The story of the battle so far as it affected the King’s Regiment is as 
follows: The battalion advanced in good order, “C’” Company (Capt. Jamieson) 
on the right supported by “A” Company (Capt. Hutson), and “B” Company 
(Capt. Paton) on the left supported by “D” (Capt. Soden). Touch was main- 
tained with the Oxford and Bucks’ Light Infantry (left support battalion of the 
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th Brigade) on the right. It soon becamé apparent that the 13th Essex, whom 
the King’s men were supporting, were in difficulties owing to the bog in “No 
Man’s Land.” The King’s immediately reinforced the Essex, and together the 
two battalions made many and desperate efforts to penetrate the bog and get 
into the enemy’s trenches. Several small groups succeeded but were held up by 
wire in front of the enemy's immediate support line, which had not been cut by 
our artillery. The whole area, “No Man’s Land” and the British front-line 
trenches, were at this period swept by a violent machine-gun and shell fire, and 
many casualties were suffered. 

Soon after the attack began Colonel Norris sent forward Capt. Derviche- 
Jones and Second-Lieut. Box with a small party of men to report on the situation 
and to establish an advanced headquarters. At 7.45 a.m. this advanced party, 
which had established headquarters just off the front line, sent back a report 
containing information gathered partly from observation and from wounded and 
runners, Capt. Jamieson, on the left, had collected odd groups of men and lay 
in shell holes in “No Man’s Land”; Company Sergt.-Major Pickering of “A” 
Company (all the company officers being casualties) had also collected parties 
of men who were digging themselves in behind a small ridge about thirty yards 
from the enemy’s front line. Orders were then sent to these parties to hold on 
to their positions in order to draw the enemy’s machine-gun fire from the right 
flank, which was reported as advancing over the enemy’s lines without material 
opposition. 

The situation of these gallant fellows can be better imagined than described: 
they were to act as targets and draw the enemy’s fire while their comrades, 
further south, pushed on! 

Little wonder that the records state that those positions “were held for 
many hours under the se pk discomfort and considerable danger, and great 
assistance was thus rendered to the advance on the right.” 

By this time it had become abundantly clear that a further frontal attack 
on the Quadrilateral was not likely to be successful. For the left battalions of the 
6th Brigade had failed to capture the enemy’s trenches, though they had most 
gallantly penetrated the hostile front line and then had been forced back. Two 
battalions from the 99th Brigade (the reserve brigade of the 2nd Division) had 
been ordered to pass through the first line and attack the Quadrilateral. But 
Colonel Norris, knowing more about the situation out in “No Man’s Land” and 
the chances of success, suggested that in place of a frontal attack the two 
battalions should pass through on the right flank and then work their way in a 
northerly direction across the Quadrilateral. This course was adopted and led 
subsequently to the capture of the greater part of this stronghold with relatively 
few casualties. 

Meanwhile, a mixed party of King’s men and Essex, on the right, had 
made a successful advance to their objective. At 10.30 a.m. an officer of the 
latter battalion reported to Colonel Norris that there had been little opposition 
on the right to this party, but the left flank was in the air. A defensive flank was 
therefore formed, the troops on the extreme left throwing back their left 
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to the enemy’s old front line. This flank then faced north and a trench 
was dug across “No Man’s Land” connecting up with advanced Battalion 
Headquarters. 

he formation of this flank occupied the remainder of the day; indeed 
throughout the night of the 13th/14th and the whole of the latter date the work 
of digging and consolidation went on. Gradually the men in “No Man’s Land” 
were collected and withdrawn to form defensive posts and reinforcements from 
the Sapping Platoon, 1st King’s, and other men who had straggled back were 
sent up to assist. 

On the night of the 14th Capt. Jamieson was sent forward with fifty men 
to hold the trench across “No Man’s Land,” and in conjunction with the 22nd 
cele Fusiliers (ggth Brigade) push through at daybreak into the Quadri- 
lateral. 

This manceuvre was successfully carried out. Advancing in a northerly 
direction Capt. Jamieson’s party cleared the enemy’s trenches, blocked com- 
munication trenches, and formed strong points which were held until relief 
came. The main position of the Quadrilateral was cut off, and other troops were 
enabled to advance from the right flank and push through to their objectives. 

On the morning of the 16th the King’s were relieved and marched to 
Mailly Wood. 

The foregoing narrative is collected from the official records of the battle, 
but the following extract from a letter, written by an officer’ belonging to the 
1st King’s to his mother, gives a closer insight into the desperate fighting of the 
13th and following days, not contained in the Battalion Diary. This officer, 
writing on the 13th of November, said: “Fog still so thick that we can only see 
about fifty yards. Artillery opened sharp on ‘Zero’ (5.30 a.m.), very intense. 
Several casualties from troops of 99th Brigade in support trenches, but no word 
of attack. First “walking cases’ arrive at dressing station at about 6.15 a.m. 
Corporal with small wound on finger, full of alarmist ramours—‘whole 
attack failed and prisoners being taken in hundreds.’ Second lot report quite the 
reverse—‘Bosche front line taken and pressing on.’ Overheard message on 
divisional cable that sth Brigade attack on right was going well—4o0 prisoners. 
Paton brought in wounded, painful but not dangerous. Hutson wounded in 
neck, states that Essex have failed to take front line and that troops on right have 
lost connection. Written report from Soden that all troops on left have been 
held up by uncut wire and machine guns in the Quadrilateral, that this strong 
point had been entered twice by first waves of “D’ and ‘B’ Companies (King’s), 
but fire too heavy, that men at present digging themselves in about centre of 
‘No Man’s Land.’ Further reports and rumours up to 12 noon, when situation 
seems to be as follows: 3rd Division, on left, failed to take Serre and have 
returned to original front line. Division on right doing well and still pressing on. 
Beaumont Hamel taken, 6th Brigade therefore stands between a success and a 
failure. Companies on the left have been entirely held up by the Quadrilateral. 





1Lieut. N. J. Bannatyne, rst King’s Regiment. 
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A certain number of men are believed to have got through on the right. A 
defensive flank to those on the right will be formed . .. No tanks used on account 
of fog. Heavy shelling of our lines all afternoon. Casualties through aid posts 
continue. Clearing of stretcher cases started immediately after dark. Message 
brought in about 8.10 p.m. from Baxter states that he reached the Yellow Line 
with a mixed command of about 1 50—certain number of King’s—that he found 
himself unsupported there, so retired to Green Line and consolidated. Most of 
night spent in organising rations and reinforcements for Egg Street and 
defensive flank. Our casualties estimated at 40 per cent.” 

Lieut. Bannatyne, who was then acting Adjutant of the 1st King’s, was 
despatched on the 14th by Colonel Norris to reconnoitre the general situation. 
He went out, he stated, on a “free lance reconnaissance,” with orders to “go as 
far as I like, stay out as long as I like with roughly the following objects: (£) to 
find out as far as possible the general position of our troops in German lines; 
(#) get in touch with Baxter and find out his dispositions; (é#) locate all stragglers 
and odd men of the brigade.” 

Taking Sergeant Hilton and a man named Moss with him, he started out 
“over the top” to White City:! “Great changes here; two batteries have moved 
up to within about twenty yards of the headquarters and the whole place is 
being shelled beyond recognition. The artillery have had two guns knocked out 
since 9 this morning and do not dare to fire more than three rounds rapid 
from any one gun. The place is strewn with dead Bosche and a great number of 
horses. [t was used on the first day as a collecting station for prisoners and 
many were killed by their own people’s fire. Went up Fourth Avenue to point 
near our original front line, where we struck the tail end of a battalion of War- 
wicks. They had been moved up at short notice, marching since 6 that 
morning, and were to attack in about an hour. They were spotted by Bosche, 
who is on higher ground, as they debouched to cross ‘No Man’s Land,’ But 
before they were half-way across enemy opened concentrated machine-gun fire 
and ‘whizz-bangs’ on them, killing and wounding a great number. At the rear 
the fire was most intense and accurate, so (we) took to earth in half-finished dug- 
out shaft. After short wait, as there was no sign of barrage lifting and heavier 
stuff seemed to be coming, we decided to make a dash for it, almost an open 
500 yards to Bosche front line, very heavy going, and an extremely ‘heavy’ 
time all round. 

‘Reached Bosche line a little to the left of Beaumont Hamel, all that seems 
to be left of the latter seems to be two odd tree stumps and a bit of brick wall. 
Enemy lines very much battered and in worse state as regards mud than our 
own; quite impossible to walk along without sticking or losing boots and 
ace Lieut. Bannatyne then describes the German trenches. “Found 

eadquarters of H.L.1. (sth Brigade) in one of front-line dug-outs, about 
thirty steps deep and a clear 500 yards in length under front-line parapet. 
Accommodation is provided for about 400 men, dormitories, mess rooms, bath 


1White City was in the British lnes. 
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‘see and separate rooms for the officers and N.C.O.s. Officers’ quarters most 't Battalion 
14th November 


uxurious—papered—with great quantities of wine, cigars, beer and soda-water. 

“Got little information from H.L.I., but was peters to Headquarters of 
Fusiliers. Went north along front line to Headquarters of latter, where inform- 
ation was more definite..... Went further along front line, then to right to 
second lines where Hun opened intense fire and counter-attack was suspected. 

“All ranks ‘stood to,’ and after about five minutes our barrage for the 
Warwicks’ attack opened. Most remarkable attack; no attempt at line or 
following barrage, but odd groups of fours and fives walking towards Beaucourt 
road. Under normal conditions they would have been wiped out, but in reality 
hardly a single machine gun was opened on them, and little artillery. 

“Went as far with them as third line where they went on and took fifth 
and sixth lines up to Beaucourt road. (I) struck certain number of 6th Brigade 
in third line, chiefly Essex and King’s. Lieut. Hayes and complete team, and 
Sergeant Parkinson, bombing sergeant. Both these working with the Fusiliers. 
Went on to fourth line and spent about an hour trying to find Baxter. Had to 
give up search after dark and returned to Battalion Headquarters over top, all 
quiet. Struck parties of prisoners on return journey, now estimated at about 
5,900 on whole show.” 

In a subsequent letter he also describes the defences of the Quadrilateral: 
“Its defences were wonderfully complete; dug-outs 400 to 500 yards long, too 
deep for a shell to batter in, and all trench mortars and machine guns working on 
ifs. The German is a very continuous and thorough worker and has con- 
centrated on this point ever since trench warfare began.” 

The losses of the 1st Battalion in this action were two officers (Second- 
Lieuts. A. Cross and D. A. Green) killed, eight (Capts. Hutson and Paton, 
and Second-Lieuts. Scott-Tucker, Baxter, Kendrick, Gilbert, Wells-Thorpe 
and Goodall) wounded, and 245 other ranks killed, wounded or missing. 

“A feature of the operations was the re-clothing department initiated by 
Colonel Norris, of which officers and men whose clothes were soaked with mud 
and slime fully availed themselves during the action.” 

On reaching Mailly-Maillet Wood the battalion bivouacked, then pro- 
ceeded on its way to Lealvillers, and after a short rest to Vauchelles. 

The 13th Battalion of the Regiment, of the 9th Brigade, 3rd Division, was 13th Battalion 
also entitled to place the Battle of the Ancre, 1916, among its war honours. 

They made no attack it is true, being all day in the reserve trenches, and on the 

14th November relieved troops in the right sub-sector opposite Serre. The 

battalion was relieved on the 15th and marched back to billets in Bus Wood until 

the battle was over. On the 19th the King’s men then moved to fresh billets in 19th November 
Courcelles. 

The Battles of the Somme, 1916, were over. Time, the great Arbiter, can 
surely give no other verdict than that which the British Commander-in-Chief 
himself has given: 


1Battalion Diary, 1st King’s Regiment. 
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“The three main objects with which we had commenced our offensive in 
July had already been achieved at the date when this account closes in spite 
of the fact that the heavy autumn rains had prevented full advantage being taken 
of the favourable situation created by our advance, at a time when we had good 
grounds for hoping to achieve yet more important successes. 

“Verdun had been relieved, the main German forces had been held on the 
Western Front, and the enemy's strength had been very considerably worn down. 

“Any one of these results is in itself sufficient to justify the Somme battle. 
The attainment of all three of them affords ample confirmation of the splendid 
efforts of our troops and for the sacrifices made by ourselves and our Allies. 
They have brought us a long step forward towards the final victory of the 
Allied cause.” 

Lesser minds may conceive and imagine the Somme Battles of 1916 a 
failure; some who should have known better have not hesitated to say that. They 
are discredited not only by Sir Douglas Haig’s words, but by the actual facts. 


1This despatch is dated the 23rd November, 1916. 


CHAPTER XXVII 
THE THIRD WINTER IN THE TRENCHES: 1916-1917 


RE ever the last of the Battles of the Somme, 1916, had been fought 

and won, winter in all its incredible dreariness and horror had settled 

down over the battlefields of France and Flanders. Shell-torn and 

gaping with mine craters, full of stinking, noisome water, as the Ypres 
Salient was, the full depth of misery was perhaps more visible on the Somme 
than on any other part of the battle front. For behind the British line, which, by 
the end of November, 1916, had been pushed eastwards as far as the Le Trans- 
loy Ridge, thence north of Gueudecourt and Le Sars, to the high ground above 
the rubble heap once known as the village of Thiepval, thence across the Ancre 
between Grandcourt and Beaucourt (the latter in our hands) to a point where 
the road from Serre cut our front line south of Matthew Copse—behind that 
line which marked our gains in a five-months’ battle—lay all the desolation 
which man had created; every village in ruins, every wood but a tangled mass of 
gaunt tree stumps, which had the appearance of bare arms thrown out towards 
the skies in mute appeal to Mother Nature to witness their degradation. The 
very word “‘village’’ was now but a mockery of places which had once been the 
habitation of happy village folk. Torn and mangled, frequently beyond use, 
roads had shared the same fate. The mud was awful and in places men, carrying 
rations or ammunition, slowly wending their way along duck-board tracks to 
the front line, would slip every now and then into the depths of a morass from 
which they were lucky if they escaped. 

The Somme was worse than the Ypres Salient at this period, for behind the 
front line the ruination of the country was so recent that it had yet to be turned 
somehow into an area where supports and reserves could “live,” where camps 
could be erected and stores collected, dumps formed and all the material of war 
brought up within easy distance of the front-line trenches. 

Piles of bricks and mortar and wooden beams, which had once been houses, 
cottages or farms, had still beneath their poor remains cellars, in which battalion, 
brigade and divisional staffs had their headquarters. Captured German trench 
systems had to be excavated so that the deep dug-outs, after the dead within 
them had been given decent burial, might be made habitable for battalions out 
of the line. In the line itself an enormous amount of work needed to be done 
before anything in the nature of adequate shelters could be provided for the 
troops holding the forward trenches. 

Mud, mud, mud—it was everywhere! And to the dismal aspect of a 
desolated country there was the ever-present spectre of the dead being laid to 
rest; the padre with his burial party was a sight which seemed never to be 
absent. 
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Even the elements—rain, frost and snow—appeared to compete with one 
another in making existence utterly damnable! 

In an attack against the enemy’s positions overlooking the villages of Pys 
and Grandcourt, launched on the 18th November, no battalion of the King’s 
Regiment took part. The 1st Battalion, after the 2nd Division had been relieved 
in the front line, moved to the Brailly area, the King’s men being billeted in 
Argenvillers, where they immediately began training. On the 31st of December 
they were still in the same village. They at least were out of the Somme mud! 

The 4th King’s were, however, not as fortunate. With their brigade 
(98th of the 33rd Division) they had reached Dernancourt on the 31st of 
August and were out of the front line until the 19th of September, upon which 
date they relieved a battalion of the Lincolnshire Regiment in the trenches in 
front of Hebuterne. This tour, which ended on the 25th, was very quiet; it was 
followed by another period of training out of the line, first at Bayencourt and 
then at Ivergny, until finally, on the 22nd October, they arrived at Meaulte 
under orders to go into the Les Boeufs sector of the front line. Their troubles 
began on the following day, when at 8 a.m. they set out for Trénes Wood, en 
route for Les Boeufs. Heavy mist covered the old battlefield across which they 
were passing, and they had to move over duck-board tracks to Trénes Wood, 
where they arrived at 8 p.m. 

The condition of Trénes Wood after the attacks of July has already been 
described; by October it was in an appalling condition. No shelter of any kind 
existed, and the unfortunate King’s men, who were not due to go into the front 
line before the next day, had to make shift the best they could throughout the 
remainder of the 23rd. Heavy rain fell during the night and the conditions were 
wretched in the extreme. 

Rain was still falling when, at 1 p.m. on the 25th, two companies of the 
battalion moved off for the trenches at Les Boeufs; the remainder of the 
battalion marched at 3.30 p.m., and some idea of the terrible conditions may be 
gathered from the fact that it was 5 a.m. on the 25th before the relief was 
complete. The morning of the 25th was dull, but even so the enemy’s guns 
heavily shelled the front and reserve lines, three other ranks were killed and 
Second-Lieut. C. D. Rees and two other ranks wounded. Again in the afternoon 
the Bosche subjected the trenches to heavy shell-fire. The 26th was a similar 
day, though the casualties increased to three other ranks killed and fifteen 
wounded; on the 27th eight men were killed and two wounded. On the latter 
date the 98th Brigade received orders to carry out a small attack on the 
morning of the 28th. 

The objectives of the attack were Dewdrop and Rainy Trenches, also 
trenches and dug-outs in a sunken road north-east of Dewdrop. The 1st Middle- 
sex, on the right, and 4th King’s Regiment (Lieut.-Colonel E. M. Beall), on 
the left, were to carry out the attack. The 2nd Argyll and Sutherland High- 
landers were in support in Cow Trench, west of Les Boeufs, and the 1/4th 
Suffolks in reserve in Trénes Wood. Under an excellent barrage the attacking 
troops went forward at 6 a.m. “A” and “C” Companies of the King’s in the 


an 
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front line in four waves, “D” Company in support in two lines and “‘B” Company 

carrying stores. By 10 a.m. Lieut. Patey (O.C. “A” Company) reported Dew- 

drop Trench captured, and Second-Lieut. Corridge, who was in charge of the 

bombing party detailed to deal with the dug-outs in the sunken road, had 

accomplished his task. By 5 o'clock that evening the newly-captured trenches 

aaa for the Middlesex had also gained their objective—Rainy 
rench. 

The whole attack had gone splendidly, but the King’s men had numerous 
casualties. Four officers (Second-Lieuts. J. Stewart, R. H. N. Murdoch, E. 
Bailey, and St. Eaton-Jones) and fourteen other ranks were killed, two officers 
and sixty-three other ranks were wounded and fourteen other ranks were 
missing, probably killed. 

After the King’s had consolidated the positions won they were relieved by 
the Argyll and Sutherland Highlanders and moved back to the huts at Carnoy 
highly pleased with their success. 

They had only a day or two’s rest out of the line, and on the 31st moved 
back again to that place of dreadful memories—Trénes Wood. On the Ist 
November, still in heavy rain and a heavy German barrage falling on the line, 
the battalion relieved the Highlanders in the Les Boeufs trenches. This tour 
ended on the 4th, when the King’s moved back to the Bricqueterie, where they 
were accommodated for the night in tents. The next day they marched to the 
Sand Pits at Meaulte, where they had a general clean up; and after floundering 
in the mud about Les Boeufs, it may be imagined that they needed it badly. 
On the th the battalion entrained at Dernancourt for Huppy, the 33rd Division 
having moved back out of the line for training and rest purposes. 

In Huppy the 4th King’s stayed until the sth December, on which date 
they entrained at Pont Remy for Mericourt L’Abbaye. 

On the roth December the battalion relieved French troops in the front- 
line trenches half mile north of Bouchavesnes. These trenches were abominable. 
The Battalion Diary records on the first day that the mud was very bad; they 
were also filthy. In spite of hard work it was difficult to clean the trenches, and 
when the battalion was relieved on the 14th the men were very fatigued, which 
is a mild term for what amounted to exhaustion. 

The King’s men were in the Rancourt trenches on Christmas Day, but 
were relieved during the evening and moved back to trenches and dug-outs in 
the Maurepas ravine, in brigade reserve, and on the 27th to Camp 111, about a 
mile north of Bray. Once again they entrained on the 29th at Dernancourt for 
Longpre, whence they marched to billets in Bethencourt St. Ouen. 

The 4th Battalion was still in Bethencourt St. Quen at the close of the year. 

The story of the first period of the third winter in the trenches turns now 
to the Ypres Salient, whither the six battalions of King’s men and other units 
of the ssth Division had journeyed at the end of September, from the Somme 
battlefields. 

On the Division reaching the Ypres area the 165th and 166th Brigades 
relieved troops of the 29th Division in the line from the Bellewaardebeek to just 
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north of Wieltje Farm on the night 4th/sth of October, the G.O.C. Division 


taking over command on the 6th. 

From a close reading of the diaries of all six battalions of the Regiment 
during October, November and December, 1916, it is impossible to select 
more than two or three incidents of outstanding importance. The general con- 
dition in the Ypres Salient at the end of 1916 was one of comparative quietude, 
for the enemy had had to move some of his artillery further south, and although 
his guns shelled the British trenches heavily, such shelling was periodical rather 
than continual. It was sufficient, however, to cause battalions holding the front 
line a great deal of extra work, for the defences consisted mostly of breastworks, 
i.e., sand-bag revetments held in position by wooden frames over which expanded 
material had been spread. These frames were known as “A” and “Z” frames, 
the former being used for preventing narrow ways from staving in and the latter 
to “face” sand-bag walls. They were not easy to use and the King’s men, who 
had not handled them before, had to be instructed in their use; they also 
necessitated much “carrying.” The breastworks were divided into fire bays by 
traverses, situated every few yards. In the fire bays (which were all numbered) 
were firing platforms made of wood or well-revetted sand-bags. The parapet 
gave good command over the ground in front, but in the winter under the 
continual heavy rain it frequently silted down and became less bullet-proof. 
For shelter the men had small recesses, like dog kennels, made in the parapet 
or  roisiaad they were usually roofed by corrugated iron and were very small 
and uncomfortable, and not infrequently rats soon put in an appearance. But 
even of these poor shelters there were not sufficient to accommodate the men, 
and the surplus had to sleep as best they could on the firing platforms with 
only greatcoats as coverings. 

Between the opposing lines of trenches “No Man’s Land” was water- 
logged and pitted with shell-holes and mine craters, overgrown with dank grass 
and weeds. Trees, lopped of their branches and blasted almost to stumps, still 
dotted the battlefield. One-time “woods” had been almost blotted out. The 
enemy apparently kept to a programme of “strafing”; he would, for instance, 
open fire regularly about 4.30 p.m. with his trench mortars and pound our 
trenches until we silenced his guns by “retaliation” shoots. 

But perhaps the thing which tried the men more than anything else was the 
constant work required on the trenches: In and out of the line there seemed no 
end to the hours and hours which had to be put in either in carrying up materials 
for the repair of trenches or else in actually repairing them. It became a practice 
for battalions out of the line to carry for those in the line, and it was not un- 
common for a unit which had left the forward trenches for a few days’ “rest’’ to 
have to put in almost all that period in training by day and in carrying by 
night. It was a hard life! 

The two incidents mentioned above worthy of note which took place during 
the period under review, both occurred on the night of the 27th of November. 
They were raids on the enemy’s trenches. One was carried out by the 1/6th 


King’s (165th Brigade) and the other by the 1/1oth King’s (Liverpool Scottish). 
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The 1/6th Battalion (Lieut.-Colonel J. B. McKaig) was to raid the enemy ; /éth Battalion 
trenches opposite Railway Wood, and the 1/roth (Lieut.-Colonel F. M. Drew) 27th November 
a salient in the German lines known as Kaiser Bill and its support trench. 

To deal first with the raid by the 1/6th King’s; the salient to be raided 
in the enemy’s lines lay just north-west of Bellewaarde Farm and south of the 
Ypres—Roulers railway. “No Man’s Land” in this part of the line was much 
broken up, and there were at least seven large craters out in front of the trenches 
of the King’s men, who held command of each, with the exception of one which 
lay at the point of the German salient in which the enemy was known to have a 

ost. 

. The “scope of the operations,” as described in the operation orders, leaves 
no doubt in the mind as to the object of the raid, First and foremost this was the 
intention—‘‘to capture or kill the enemy.” The next declared intention was “to 
damage enemy’s moral,’”’, and in turn follow the injunctions “to procure 
identification, to penetrate as far as the supposed trench-mortar emplacement 
in the enemy’s support line, to destroy every post in the crater at the point of 
the salient, to destroy and damage as much as possible the enemy’s front line 
‘which he doubtless uses for observation purposes,’ to search for signs of gas 
preparations and to observe the damage done by ourartillery.” There was to be 
no preliminary bombardment, the absence of which it was hoped would surprise 
the enemy. But the guns were to place an encircling 18-pounder barrage (a 
“box barrage” it was called later) which would have the effect of shepherding 
the enemy from the outer fringes of the area to be raided towards the western 
part of the salient, and “thus afford a good opportunity for the heavy artillery 
to kill him.” Stokes guns, machine guns and 2-in. trench mortars were to 
co-operate. The wire in front of the 1/6th Battalion’s trenches was to be cut by 
Bangalore torpedoes placed in position on the night of the 28th/29th of 
November. And parties bearing Bangalore torpedoes and wire cutters were to 
precede the attacking infantry in order to cut the enemy’s wire should the 
trench-mortar bombardment not have achieved this object. 

There were to be two parties—right and left. Both were to assemble in a 
large crater known as “No. 2 Crater,” which lay due south of the salient to be 
raided, but joining up with the battalion’s trenches. So large was this crater that 
shelter for the parties was specially erected. “Great caution should be observed” 
in entering the crater “‘to avoid being seen or being heard,” says the operation 
orders. 

Thirty minutes was allowed for the two parties to remain in occupation of 
the enemy’s trenches, at the expiration of which they were to return to their own 
lines on the single word “withdraw.” 

Every officer and man taking part in the raid was to remove his titles, 
papers and identity discs; each man was to write his number and name only on 
an envelope which he was to carry ‘in the left breast pocket of his tunic. The 
raiders were to wear white bands round both arms. The following injunction 
then occurs under the heading of “challenging and shouting”: “Men must be 
particularly warned that the enemy may shout orders, challenge in English 
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and shout ‘Retire.’ No notice must be taken of such orders and the word ‘retire’ 
is on no account to be used by any officer, N.C.O. or man.” 

As soon as Colonel McKaig had been informed by Brigade Headquarters 
that his battalion was to raid the enemy he called for volunteers. Three officers 
(Second-Lieuts. Moss, Colley and Pitt) and seventy-seven other ranks were 
selected, and the records state that “many others were disappointed at not being 
chosen.” This was on the 17th of November. On the 18th the raiding party 
went into billets in “A” Camp, Vlamertinghe, and daily, until the day previous 
to the raid, practised the operations over model trenches, 

_ On the night of the 27th the party moved to Ypres and slept in the 
Ramparts. The raid was timed to take place originally at 4.50 p.m. on the 28th, 
but owing to heavy fog it had to be postponed until the afternoon of the 29th. 

Half an hour before the artillery put down the encircling barrage the 
raiders were ready assembled in No. 2 Crater, which, being only about 150 yards 
from the point the “heavies” were bombarding, had been specially provided 
with shelters placed along the lip of the crater to prevent the raiders being 
struck by shell splinters. 

First, the 18-pounders opened fire beyond the area to be raided, and then, 
when it was supposed that the Germans had been driven towards the salient in 
their line, the “heavies” shelled the latter very heavily. 

At 4.50 p.m. the parties of raiders (the left party leading) advanced on the 
German trenches. The “going” across “No Man’s Land” was very heavy and 
there was considerable loss of time in the advance. There are no actual “details” 
of the fighting in the enemy’s trenches, only various “general” reports of the 
actions of each party. Apparently, however, the guns had done their work 
splendidly, for the enemy’s trenches were found to be so knocked about that 
some of the raiders, detailed to block the enemy’s trenches, found their work 
already done for them by our guns. 

Three Germans were killed in the trenches by the raiders, four more were 
found dead, killed by the artillery fire, and thirteen Germans were brought 
back as prisoners, two of whom were killed while coming across to the British 
trenches. The story of the raid as told by the battalion is as follows:— 

“C.O. in advanced headquarters near front line, Major Gordon at head- 
quarters. At 4.50 p.m., after preliminary bombardment, the enemy’s trenches 
were successfully entered. Eleven prisoners were taken and some booty. Much 
damage done to enemy lines and dug-outs bombed. Results of raid successful 
in spite of enemy fire and immense difficulties of the ground. Second-Lieut. 
Moss and three other ranks killed; 13 other ranks wounded and Second-Lieut. 
Colley reported missing. Raiders return to billets in Ypres. Four attempts made 
by parties under Second-Lieut. Phillips and Sergeant Handley to recover Second- 
Lieut. Colley.! These failed owing to enemy opposition. Rest of night quiet. As 
enemy raid expected battalion was reinforced by one company of sth King’s 
(Liverpool) Regiment.” 


1Second-Lieut. D. J. Colley was afterwards found to have been killed. 
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On the 3oth the raiders were heartily congratulated by the G.O.C. Division :/éth Battahon 
(General Jeudwine) and the Corps Commander wired his congratulations also, _3°t November 
“In the course of the evening” (30th), records the Battalion Diary, “Bat- 
talion was relieved by the sth King’s (Liverpool) Regiment, after seven extremely 
arduous days in the front line, full of considerable hardship owing to the severe 
weather.” 
The Kaiser Bill salient lay south-east of Wieltje and was believed to be 
strongly held. 
Orders issued by Lieut.-Colonel F. W. M. Drew, commanding the Liver- 1/1oth Battahon 
pool Scottish, cover seven typewritten sheets of foolscap. The objects of the raid 
were the same as those of the 1/6th Battalion, but are expressed in more concise 
language: “(a) to kill or capture the enemy; (4) search localities and secure 
identifications; (c) destroy dug-outs, machine-gun and trench-mortar emplace- 
ments.” In this area also the artillery was first to form a “box barrage” round 
Kaiser Bill “with such intensity as to render passage through by the enemy 
impossible.” The barrage was to herald the Germans gradually towards the 
salient when the “heavies” and the Divisional Artillery were to pour a merciless 
fire on the area with the object of exterminating every German above ground 
in the space enclosed by the guns. 
The raiding party (divided into two parties) numbered three officers and 
seventy-four other ranks. For some days previously they also practised the raid 
over facsimile trenches by night and by day. 
Of the actual fighting by individual members of the raiding party there 
are no details, the reports merely giving the general results of the raid, which, 
like that of the 1/6th, was very successful. Fourteen Germans were known to 
have been killed or wounded by their own artillery as they were being escorted 
across “No Man’s Land.” 
The salient, Kaiser Bill, excepting for a trench running along the southern 
side, was completely demolished by the “‘heavies.” 
The Battalion Diary of the 1/1oth is even more brief than that of the 1/6th. 20, November 
It merely states that: ‘‘as arranged the raid took place on the 29th inst. After a 
preliminary bombardment by the field artillery, the heavy artillery opened up 
and fired on the objective—Kaiser Bill—for about twenty minutes. At 4.50 p.m. 
the raiding party (which was divided into two parties) advanced to the assault 
and entered the German trenches at Kaiser Bill and proceeded to carry out the 
programme previously arranged. The raid was a great success and much useful 
information and identifications were obtairled.... The Divisional General 
inspected the raiding parties the following day and congratulated them and the 
battalion on the results of the raid.” 
The casualties suffered by the 1/1oth were one other rank killed, sixteen 
wounded and one missing. 
These two events are the only items of outstanding importance in the 
diaries of the King’s men with the 55th Division for October, November and 
December, 1916. 
For nearly a fortnight the 11th King’s (Pioneers of the 14th Division) sth Battation 
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were out of the line, resting and training, but on the 13th of September they 
went back to Fricourt Wood, the division having gone into the line again for a 
short tour. During the Battle of Flers-Courcelette the battalion was detailed to 
make the road between Bernafay Wood and Longueval good for traffic after 
the attack had begun. On the 1 sth thirteen other ranks were killed and Second- 
Lieuts. Bowman and Hill and thirty other ranks wounded. 

Towards the end of September the 14th Division was withdrawn again 
from the line and left the Fourth Army. In a message to the division the G.O.C. 
said: “On completion of a second tour of duty in the Battles of the Somme, the 
G.O.C. congratulates all ranks of the 14th (Light) Division on the high 
character they have earned for dash, discipline and hard work. The division has 
proved that the New Army is in no way behind the Old Army in fighting 
qualities, and the records of the famous regiments represented in the division 
have, by the hardships endured and sacrifices triumphantly made, acquired 
new and undying honours.” 

The XV Corps Commander also wrote: “The 14th (Light) Division 
leaves the XV Corps to-day (24th September) and I wish to express to you, 
the Brigadier-Generals, Commanding Officers, and indeed every officer, N.C.O, 
and soldier, the very high opinion | have formed of the efficiency, discipline, 
moral and fighting value of the division. The division has accomplished every- 
thing which it has been called upon to perform and done it well.” 

The Pioneers moved to Ivergny, thence on the 26th to billets in the 
Arras area, companies being located in Agny, Bernaville, Wailly and Arras. 
The battalion was to work on the ground and trenches in the neighbourhood. 
Throughout October and until the 5th of November, the 11th King’s remained 
at Bernaville, but on that date moved to Gouy-en-Artois, and on the 8th to 
Buneville, remaining there until the 19th December when they returned to 
Bernaville, relieving the 5th Northants. In this area the Pioneers stayed until 
the close of the year. 

There is always very little to say concerning a Pioneer Battalion; their 
duties are, as a rule, full of details of work performed, punctuated here and there 
ea teiegel returns, showing that their labours were by no means carried out 
in safety. 

i Meaulte, whither the 12th King’s had moved back after the attack on 
Rainbow and Cloudy Trenches on the 7th of October, six days were spent in 
cleaning up, resting and training. Four days (16th-19th) at Corbie followed, 
then the battalion moved to Fremont on the 20th and spent the remainder of 
the month in that village. Another move took place on the 1st of November, 
to Molliens-Vidame, where three weeks’ training occupied the battalion before 
orders arrived for the King’s men to proceed to Vaux-sur-Somme, They were 
not, however, to escape from the Somme trenches, for after yet another move to 
Meaulte they marched to Mansel Camp, near Carnoy, on the 11th of December, 
and on the following day took over front-line trenches about 1,000 yards due 
south of Le Transloy Cemetery. They were now in a veritable “Slough of 
Despond,” for mud was thigh deep in the trenches and a wounded man falling 
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was apt to drown. Fortunately but one night was spent in that terrible condition, 
for on the 13th the 7th D.C.L.I. relieved the King’s men, the latter moving back 
to a rest camp at Guillemont, ten other ranks being missing. Another tour in 
the front line from the night of the 17th to the night of the 19th was the last 
put in in the forward trenches before the end of the year, and on the 31st the 
battalion was in billets in Meaulte. 

Following the close of the Battle of the Ancre on the 18th of November, 
the 13th King’s of the 3rd Division had moved to Courcelles for a day or two, 
returning to the trenches in the Serre sector on the 22nd. The bitter cold weather 
was somewhat nullified by the issue of leather jerkins, and clean, dry socks were 
issued to all men on going into the front line. Nevertheless, the trenches were 
in a bad state. On the 23rd Second-Lieut. E. F. Scoones was killed. Four days 
in the trenches was the rule at this period, and when out of the line working 
parties were supplied by the battalion for work on roads, etc. Billets were either 
in Bus or Courcelles, the close of the year finding the King’s men in the former. 

After the 21st and 89th Brigades of the 3oth Division had had what the 
Brigadier of the latter brigade (Brig.-Gen. F. C. Stanley) called their “helping” 
from the 13th to the 18th of October, the division was transferred to another 
sector of the line opposite Bienvillers and Berles. This was quite a respectable 
sector, the trenches were not bad and were comparatively quiet. Certainly it was 
a rest from the Somme and all ranks were thankful that they had not been 
transferred to the Flanders front. 

On the 26th the 21st Brigade arrived in the Lucheux area, and the follow- 
ing day the 89th Brigade reached Halloy; all units were billeted in, or in the 
neighbourhood of, that village. The 18th King’s of the former brigade went into 
the line on the 3oth, having moved from Lucheux to Bailleumont, when they 
moved to the front line, taking over the left sub-sector of the Berles sector. 
There is, however, little in the Battalion Diary of outstanding importance. The 
18th appear to have had very few casualties up to the end of the year, and the 
sub-sector (Bailleumont) in which they served their tour in the front line was 
apparently quiet. They were in the trenches when the New Year dawned. 

Of the 89th Brigade the 17th King’s were the first of the three battalions 
of King’s men to go into the forward line in the Berles area. They took over the 
line (right sub-sector) on the night of the 29th with the 19th Battalion in 
support and the 20th in Divisional Reserve. The diary of the 17th Battalion for 
November contains very little other than the words, ‘Battalion in front-line 
trenches,” or “Battalion in billets,” but in December there are two narratives 
of patrol excursions over to the enemy’s trenches. The first was carried out at 
8 p.m. on the 17th under Second-Lieut. Davis; the Bosche trench was entered, 
but for the time being the “birds had flown.” The patrol then returned. The 
second took place at 5 p.m. on the 21st, under Second-Lieut. C. B. Arnold, 
and led to a fight in “No Man’s Land,” during which Lieut. Arnold and four 
men were wounded. 

The 19th King’s also sent out patrol parties to the Bosche trenches. On the 
1gth December Second-Lieut. Anderson and four other ranks “went over” 
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with the idea of entering one of the enemy’s saps, but could not get through 
the wire as no gap could be found. The final entry in the Battalion Diary of the 
19th King’s for 1916 is an account of the Christmas Dinner, which all ranks 
enjoyed on the 31st of December. A goose was provided, also “for wine English 
(note) beer was provided.” And to wind up “The Duds,” the Battalion Concert 
Party, gave a show. 

The 20th King’s carried out a raid on the enemy’s trenches on the 13th of 
December. The raiding party consisted of three officers and forty-seven other 
ranks. A suitable portion of the enemy trench was selected and the three officers, 
Second-Lieuts. R. S. Green (o/c raid), W. M. N. O’Connor and R. R. Rathbone, 
made a careful reconnaissance of the portion of trench to be raided and the 
ground between the opposing trenches. Each officer then explained the plan of 
the raid to the men under their immediate command, for the raids were to be 
divided into three sections. During the daytime the men who were to join the 
raiding party studied the ground over which they would have to pass through 
powerful periscopes. For four nights the sections went out on patrol and made a 
careful reconnaissance. Three shell-holes were found in a suitable position, 
opposite the objective and within sixty yards of it. These were selected as a 
“jumping-off” point. A position for the covering party (1 officer, 2 N.C.O.s, 
20 men and 1 Lewis-gun team) was also selected. 

The battalion came out of the line and a practice ground was selected some 
distance behind the trenches, resembling the slope of the ground in front of the 
real objective. Facsimile trenches (of our own and the Germans) were dug in 
the ground as well as models of the three shell-holes in which the raiders were 
to form up. 

For several days the enemy’s wire was “trench mortared” and was reported 
to be well cut on the night of the raid. 

“Zero” hour was to be 6 p.m. on the 13th. 

Nothing tested a man’s courage more than a raid on the enemy’s trenches. 
In a general attack the enemy’s artillery, rifle and machine-gun fire was heavy. 
But in a raid all that he had in the way of artillery, machine guns, rifles, trench 
mortars, were usually turned on the raiders. Consequently, when these raids 
took place there was considerable excitement in the trenches, for everyone knew 
that those who were to cross ‘‘No Man’s Land” carried their lives in their hands 
—they were on a desperate adventure. 

There was nothing extraordinary in this raid carried out by the 20th King’s; 
it was one of many, but the interest chiefly lies in the preparations, manner in 
which the raid was made, and dress and equipment of the raiding party; from 
which it will be seen that these adventures were gradually becoming more and 
more scientific. 

The raiders were divided into three sections, No. 1 consisting of Second- 
Lieut. O’Connor and twenty-two other ranks—this was the northern party; 
No. 2 (in the centre) consisted of the O.C, Raid (Second-Lieut. Green) and 
eight other ranks—they were to form a parapet party; No. 3 was made up of 
Second-Lieut. Rathbone and seventeen other ranks—they were the southern 
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party. No. 1 was again sub-divided into three “blocking parties” (to block soth Battalion 
certain points in the enemy’s trenches) and a fighting party which was to search 138 December 
dug-outs, etc. No. 2 section—the parapet party—was to remain behind the 

enemy's parapet at about three paces interval in order to prevent the Germans 

getting over the top from their support trenches, also to take charge of prisoners 

captured. No. 3 was formed into two “blocking parties” and the remainder 

formed the fighting party. 

The men were armed as follows: No. 2 Section and one man of each block- 
ing party carried rifles and bayonets, the remainder revolvers, knob-kerries, or 
long knives (carried in their puttees). Each man was to carry two bombs, with 
the exception of the blocking parties, which were to carry ten. 

The faces of the raiders were blacked and all means of identification 
removed. Officers and N.C.O.s carried luminous watches. 

Nothing that was ever written in the official diaries or in reports by C.O.s 
of these affairs could possibly describe the tense minutes in the trenches before 
and during a raid. 

The raiders assembled in the front line under their officers. As the moments 
passed and the hands of the watches gradually neared “Zero” hour, there was 
2 bracing of nerves, handshakes between those who were going “over the top” 
and those who were not. Death stared every officer and man in the face. No one 
flinched, or if he did he somehow managed to hide his fears; he hoped that 
perhaps a wife and children, or some girl in England, would think well of him 
if his “luck was out” and he fell. There was the Company Commander wishing 
his subalterns “good luck”; down below, in a dug-out probably, a C.O. was 
waiting to question German prisoners, if captured. 

The hands of the watches touched 5.45 p.m. Overhead, shells were scream- 
ing towards the German trenches, bursting with a roar. 

Under this fire the three sections of the 20th King’s “went over”; they, 
with the covering party, left their trenches and crawled towards the three shell- 
holes which were to be the “jumping-off” points. This operation took only 
12 minutes and they were then ready. 

Four minutes before “‘Zero” the divisional artillery sprinkled the portions 
of the German trenches to be raided with 18-pounder shells. At “Zero” the guns 
lifted and formed a “box barrage,” i.e., a screen of fire all round the trenches 
on which the raid was to take place. One minute after ““Zero” the raiders rushed 
from their shell-holes towards the German trenches. 

Without difficulty No. 1 Section found the gap in the enemy's wire which 
they had previously reconnoitred, and passed through quickly. But now they 
met an unexpected obstacle; after darkness had fallen the careful Bosche had 
placed two “knife rests” in position behind the gap. Behind these obstacles 
German sentries had been posted. Covered by bombers and riflemen, the first 
of the raiders to reach the “knife rests” made frantic efforts to get through them; 
it was impossible. The German sentries, having given the alarm, were quickly 
reinforced by others and very soon a hot engagement was in full swing. For 
about five minutes there was pandemonium: revolver and rifle shooting, bomb 
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throwing, shouts, screams and cries. Two of the raiders succeeded in reaching 
the German trench, but the enemy’s fire had by now become so intense that 
No. 1 party had to withdraw. 

No. 2 party, following close in the wake of No. 1, hurried forward im- 
mediately the check was experienced and endeavoured to rush the German 
wire. Twice they did this, the second attempt being almost successful. The 
enemy’s rifle-fire prevented a third attempt. 

No. 3 party, on leaving their shell-holes, made straight for the southern gap. 
They alone penetrated the enemy’s trenches, entering without trouble. Then 
began a wild rushing about in search of a German. Dividing up into small 
parties the trench was methodically searched. Four Germans came up out of a 
dug-out. They were challenged and spoken to in English. They made no reply; 
there was no time to parley so all were killed. More Germans were discovered 
in a dug-out. They refused to come out and lachrymatory bombs were thrown 
down upon them, but even these did not succeed in bringing them out, and the 
raiders state that “about twelve Mills bombs completed the task!” These dug- 
outs were very deep, about twenty steps down and under the front parapet. 
The trenches themselves were also deep, some being ten to twelve feet wide at 
the top; they were, however, badly revetted. 

At 6.15 p.m. the O.C., No. 3 party, had completed his task and was 
ordered to withdraw. At 6.30 p.m.a whistle sounded—it was the signal recalling 
the raiders. But by now the enemy’s barrage was falling on “No Man’s Land” 
and the raiding party scattered, making their way back to their own lines as best 
they could. Willing hands were waiting to help them back into their trenches; 
anxious eyes looked for pals or chums who had “gone over.” Three men were 
missing: Second-Lieut. Rathbone, three N.C.O.s and two other ranks had been 
wounded. 

Later a patrol of six men, including two of those who had been numbered 
amongst the raiding party, went back to try to recover the bodies of those who 
had fallen, but they met a strong German patrol, consisting of some thirty or 
forty men, and had to return to their trenches. 

Such is the story of a raid, told not because of any distinguishing feature, 
but as an example of those desperate ventures which battalions at all times 
were Called upon to make. They demanded of those who took part in them the 
greatest courage and determination; they were the cause of the death of many a 
brave and gallant soldier 


1It is impossible to close the story of the King’s in the 30th Division without giving the 
following delightful story told by Brig.~General Stanley: “Our life certainly had its humorous side. One 
of the things which was done on Christmas Eve was a patrol of one officer and about ten men of the 
19th Battalion, which went out and established itself in shell-holes just astride the German line and 
sang Christmas carols to them. They took the precaution, however, to take a couple of Lewis guns with 
them in the hopes that the Bosche might be induced by their melody to come over and try to fraternise. 
They were disappointed, however, as they never had any sign of appreciation whatever.” 


CHAPTER XXVIII 
A RETROSPECT AND THE WINTER OF 1916-1917 


During the latter, which may be dated from the close of the Battle 

of Loos on the 13th of October, 1915, to March, 1916, and even 

through the spring and early summer of that year until the Somme 
Battle began on the 1st of July, there was only one major operation—the 
Battle of Mount Sorrel, 2nd-13th of June—and three minor actions—the Bluff, 
St. Eloi and the German Attack on Vimy Ridge. But the winter of 1916-1917 
was marked almost by continuous operations. The reason is given thus in Sir 
Douglas Haig’s despatch dated the 31st of May, 1917: “My plans for the 
winter already described .... were based on several considerations:—The 
enemy’s strength had been considerably reduced by the severe and pro- 
tracted struggle on the Somme battlefields, and so far as circumstances and 
the weather would permit it was most desirable to allow him no respite during 
the winter. With this object, although possibilities were limited by the state 
of the ground under winter conditions, I considered it feasible to turn to 
good account the very favourable situation then existing in the region of the 
River Ancre as a result of the Somme battle.” 

In his previous despatch’ also, Sir Douglas had written these words: 
“The enemy’s power has not yet been broken, nor is it possible to form an 
estimate of the time the war may last before the objects for which the Allies are 
fighting have been attained. But the Somme battle has placed beyond doubt the 
ability of the Allies to gain their objects. The German Army, as the mainstay 
of the Central Powers, and a full half of that army, despite all the advantages of 
the defensive, supported by the strongest fortifications, suffered defeat on the 
Somme this year. Neither the victors nor the vanquished will forget them: and 
though bad weather has given the enemy a respite, there will undoubtedly be 
many thousands in his ranks who will begin the new campaign with little con- 
fidence in their ability to resist our assaults or to overcome our defence.” 

The last paragraph in the above despatch is of particular interest to the 
New Armies, who had fought so hard and gallantly and had given of their best 
in those first bloody struggles on the Somme in 1916: 

“Our New Armies entered the battle with the determination to win and 
with confidence in their power to do so. They had proved to themselves, to the 
enemy, and to the world, that their confidence was justified, and in the fierce 
struggles they have been through they have learned many valuable lessons which 
will help them in the future.” 


| {HE winter of 1916-1917 was vastly different from that of 1915-1916. 


tDated 23rd December, 1916. 
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The enemy’s position on the Somme, after the Battle of the Ancre on the 
1sth of November, was as follows:—He still held the whole of the Ancre 
Valley from Le Transloy to Grandcourt, and his first line of defence lay along 
the lower northern slopes of the Thiepval Ridge. North of the Ancre he still 
held the greater part of the Spur above Beaumont Hamel. Beyond that point 
the original German front line, in which the enemy had established himself 
two years previously, ran past Serre, Gommecourt and Monchy-au-Bois to the 
northern slopes of the main watershed, then down to the valley of the River 
Scarpe east of Arras. 

Besides the positions held by him on our immediate front, and in addition 
to the fortified villages of the Ancre Valley with their communicating trenches, 
the enemy had prepared along the forward crest of the ridge, north of the Ancre 
Valley, a strong second system of defence. This consisted of a double line of 
trenches, heavily wired, and ran north-west from Sallisel past Le Transloy to 
the Albert-Bapaume road, where it turned west past Grevillers and Loupart 
Wood and then north-west again past Achiet-le-Petit to Bucquoy. This system, 
which was known as the Le Transloy-Loupart Line, both by reasons of its 
situation and as a result of the skill and industry expended on its preparation, 
constituted an exceedingly strong, natural defensive position, second only to that 
from which the enemy had recently been driven on the Morval—Thiepval Ridge. 
Parallel with this line but on the far side of the crest, he had constructed towards 
the close of the year a third defensive system on the line Rocquigny—Bapaume— 
Ablainzevelle. 

In view of later operations the above positions are extremely interesting, 
as they describe the powerful system of trenches which the Bosche was sub- 
sequently forced to abandon. 

On the 18th November, with the idea of advancing our trenches to within 
assaulting distance of the Le Transloy—Loupart line, before the weather made 
further operations impossible, an attack was delivered against the next German 
line of trenches overlooking the villages of Pys and Grandcourt. Valuable 
positions on a front of about 5,000 yards were gained in this attack, and north 
of the Ancre a simultaneous attack also improved the situation in the Beaucourt 
Valley. 

Next, in January (1917) several small operations were carried out with the 
object of driving the enemy from the remainder of the Beaumont Hamel Spur. 
Before the end of the month we had won the high ground north and east of 
Beaumont Hamel and had pushed across the Beaucourt Valley 1,000 yards 
north of Beaumont Village. 

The possession of the Beaumont Hamel Spur gave us valuable observation 
and the western slopes of the spur beyond the Beaumont Valley from opposite 
Grandcourt and Serre now lay exposed to our artillery fire. We then began to 
clear the remainder of the valley south of Serre Hill and to push our line forward 
to the crest. Important German defences were captured on the southern slopes 
of this spur on 3rd/4th February, and by the sth we had gained the whole of 
our objectives. We were now level with the centre of Grandcourt, the enemy’s 
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hold on that village and his more western defences being very precarious. By 
the 6th he had evacuated Grandcourt, and on the night of the 7th we carried 
Baillescourt Farm, about half-way between Beaucourt and Miraumont. 

The advance against Serre began on the 1oth/11th February, and some 
1,500 yards of a strong line of trenches (the western end of which was already 
in our possession) lying on the southern foot of Serre Hill, were taken. 

The advance towards Miraumont was the next operation, and it is at this 
point that the story turns again to the King’s men. 

The King’s Regiment, on the 1st January, 1917, still had fifteen battalions 
in France and Flanders, one in Salonika and the 2nd Battalion in India. The 
numbers of battalions on the Western Front were, however, increased early in 
the year by the arrival of six more, i.e. 2/sth, 2/6th, 2/7th, 2/8th, 2/gth 
and 2/1oth, which landed in February as part of the 57th (2nd West Lan- 
cashire) Territorial Division, so that the Regiment might almost be said to 
have begun the year with twenty-one battalions in France and Flanders. 

New Year’s day found the 1st King’s (Lieut.-Colonel S. E. Norris) at st Battahon 
Argenvillers, whence on the gth January the battalion marched to Heuzecourt-— ™* #7 
fifteen miles; on the 11th the King’s men marched to Puchevillers—seventeen 
miles, and on the 12th to Ovillers—sixteen miles. Seven days were spent at 
Ovillers, where in intense cold and snowy weather, the battalion found large 
working parties each night and training was impossible. On the 2oth the 
battalion relieved the Ox. and Buck. L.I. in the Courcelette sector. The tour 
which followed was terrible. “Colder still,” the Battalion Diary records for the 
22nd January; “intense cold” on the 23rd, and “even more cold” on the 24th. 

It was about the limit of endurance, and all ranks were thankful when at 
9.30 that night the 13th Essex came up to relieve them. The King’s men 
then marched back to Wolf Huts, thence to Senlis, where the weather is des- 
cribed as “painfully cold” and “more cold than ever.” On the 15th of February 
the battalion moved back into the front line of the right sub-sector, Courcelette 
sector, which was the right flank of the 2nd Division; the King’s men had on 
their right an Australian brigade and on their left the 17th Middlesex. The 
relief was completed early on the morning of the 16th of February. 16th February 

The 4th King’s (Lieut.-Colonel E. M. Beall) were also out of the line 4th Battalion 
when the New Year began—at Bethencourt St. Ouen—auntil the 18th of 
January, when they moved to Camp 13, Dernancourt. From the latter place 
they moved to Suzanne on the 22nd, and on the following day, with 22 degrees 
of frost on the ground, they marched up to the front-line trenches east of 
Curlu. They came out of the line on the 27th and went back into the Clery 
sector on the 29th; Second-Lieut. Routledge was wounded on this date. The 
enemy was fairly active, despite the bitter weather, and on the 2nd of February 
fifteen of the King’s were wounded and three missing. 

One thing is evident from the diaries of the battalion (indeed, from the 
diaries of all battalions at this period)—the great amount of work necessary. 

On the 16th of the month the 4th Battalion was in Brigade Reserve in trenches :6th February 
and dug-outs in Suzanne. 


1/sth, 1 /6th, 
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The 55th Division (east of Ypres) signalised the coming of the New Year 


; eer ae by a combined artillery and trench-mortar bombardment of the Bosche lines 
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between the Potijze—Zonnebeke road and the Ypres—Roulers railway, with the 
inevitable result that the infantry brigades holding the line were in their turn 
heavily shelled by the enemy; the latter also attempted to raid our trenches 
but had no luck. The 165th and 166th Brigades were holding the front line 
on the Ist of January. 

Of the former brigade, the 1/sth King’s (Lieut.-Colonel J. J. Shute) 
received one big shell in a dug-out in Beek Trench, which killed five men—a 
bad beginning an the New Year. On the 16th of February the battalion went 
into the Railway Wood trenches. 

There is little to record for the first six weeks of the year concerning the 
1/6th (Lieut.-Colonel J. McKaig), for the diary of the Battalion is singularly 
dry and uninteresting. On the 16th February they were out of the line at “Y” 
Camp. The 1/7th (Lieut.-Colonel C. K. Potter) also records little that makes 
interesting reading, and on the 16th of February they also were in the Railway 
Wood trenches. 

The diary of the 1/gth King’s (Lieut.-Colonel H. K. S. Woodhouse), 
however, is fully descriptive of the trench warfare which was in vogue in 
January and February. There is a full account of the heavy shelling to which the 
enemy subjected the line on the 1st of January. The battalion’s trenches received 
a large dose of the German shells, and in two places in particular, bearing the 
homely names of Piccadilly and Haymarket, the trenches were blown in, 
though no one was killed or wounded. The King’s men worked so well in 
repairing the damage that when they were relieved the orders they had received 
to supply large working parties for the line were cancelled. There is a rather 
speculative entry in the Battalion Diary on the 1oth of January: “A Mr. Dunn, of 
Philadelphia, having sent a cheque to the Corps, the battalion will be able to go 
to the Divisional Theatre in Poperinghe.”” Good! Mr. Dunn, whoever you were! 

February the 1st found the 1/gth out of the line at Proven, where the 
battalion remained until the 23rd. 

The 1/8th King’s (Liverpool Irish, Lieut.-Colonel S. C. Heath, command- 
ing), of the 164th Brigade, did not go into the front line until the night of the 
12th/13th of January, when they took over trenches in the Potijze sector. But 
here again there is little to record, and on the 16th February the battalion was at 
“ B’ Camp” whence “‘reconnaissances (were) carried out with the object of find- 
ing suitable routes for the battalion to move up to the support of the right and 
left divisions in case of necessity.” 

The 1/roth King’s (Liverpool Scottish, Lieut.-Colonel F. W. M. Drew, 
commanding) refer chiefly to the heavy shell-fire during January and the damage 
done to the trenches. Fortunately their casualties were small, four men killed 
and one officer and eighteen other ranks wounded during the month. On the 
sth of February Lieut.-Colonel J. R. Davidson rejoined the battalion from 
England and assumed command. On the 16th of February the Liverpool 
Scottish were halding the St. Jean sector of the front line. 


1917] ‘ALL QUIET’ 371 


Work on communication trenches from the Arras-Doullens road eastwards, 
on communication trenches in the Le Fermont sector, on communication 
trenches and dug-outs in the Ronville sector, on roads, saps, and communication 
trenches generally at Agny and Gouy, sums up the activities of the 11th 
Battalion (Pioneers) (Lieut.-Colonel E. C. Ogle) for the first six weeks of 1917. 
There was a vast amount of work to be done in the Arras area in view of the 
Allied offensive of 1917, and the Pioneers, as usual, were called upon to put 
forth their best efforts, which they continually did. As yet the enemy was com- 
paratively quiet in front of Arras, and there are few casualties recorded in the 
diaries of the 11th Battalion. 


The 12th King’s also saw the New Year in on the Somme, the Battalion 
oe at Meaulte. They began, however, later in the day to move up towards 
the front line, marching to Camp 108 near Bronfay Farm. The next day they 
moved to Combles, and on the 3rd took over front-line trenches at Saillisel 
from the 1st Royal Irish Rifles and 2nd Lincolnshire. It is, however, a mis- 
nomer to speak of the front line as “trenches,” for it consisted in reality of posts. 
fairly dry it is true, but surrounded by shell-holes full of stagnant, stinking water; 
a more dismal-looking sight it would be difficult to imagine. The Bosche was 
peacefully disposed and the line was, as a consequence, quiet. ‘‘All quiet” 
records the Brigade Diary, “and enemy very desirous of friendly treatment. 
Bottles shown over the parapet.” 


The 12th King’s record nothing of interest during those first few weeks of 
1917; they are even silent over the discomforts of the front line and the seas of 
mud and slush through which all who went up to the forward areas had to 
trudge (wade, would be a better term). On the 16th of February the battalion 
was in camp at Carnoy. 


The 13th King’s (Lieut.-Colonel W. J. Cranston) were out of the front 
throughout January and February, billeted successively in Bus, Bonneville, 
Oorton, Houvin and Houvigneul. Training and the supply of working parties 
occupied the battalion during that period. 

On the 7th January the 30th Division was relieved in the Bienvillers and 
Berles sectors and moved back to the Halloy area for a month’s training, the 
18th King’s (21st Brigade) and 17th, 19th and 20th King’s (89th Brigade) 
billeting in the neighbourhood. 

It is impossible to realise the effect on all ranks of the news that the division 
would be out of the front line for a whole month. After floundering about in the 
mud and filth of the forward trenches, the prospect of four solid weeks in billets 
seemed almost incredible. 

The division turned its back upon the Bienvillers and Berles sectors with 
no regrets. In dry weather they were comparatively comfortable, but in wet 
weather they were the opposite! “If we get a spell of dry weather,” said one 
Brigadier, “‘we could make the whole place look quite respectable, and then a 
few hours rain would go and make it worse than ever.” 

About the middle of January Brig.-General Cobham visited the 20th King’s; 
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he was just on his way to take over command of a brigade—he had left the 
battalion in December. 

There is very little to record of that month out of the line excepting that 
the weather took a turn for the worse when the division had settled down in 
billets, retarding training. The consequence was that large working parties had 
to be provided, which prevented training altogether. Also the Divisional 
Theatre at Alloy—an old store with a bit of stage and forms in it—suddenly 
blazed up one night and in a few minutes had completely disappeared. Every- 
thing was lost—theatrical properties, and even the piano which the division 
had only just purchased. However, “The Optimists” (the Divisional Troupe), 
by means of engagements up and down the line, were able to make enough 
money to wipe out the loss. 

On the 4th of February the 30th Division began to move towards the new 
portion of the line allotted to it—in front of Agny, just south of Arras. 

“It was not at all a bad piece of the line. In fact, seeing it as we did, in a 
very hard frost and everything naturally quite dry, we certainly did not see the 
worst of it. It was the intention that we should hold this line and eventually 
attack from it in the spring.” 

The 21st and 89th Brigades completed the relief of the 14th Division 
on the 6th, the former taking over the left, or G.2 sector, and the latter the right 
—G.1. But again this line, for a while, was quiet and there was “‘little doing.”’ 
Out of the line, however, there were the usual large working parties to be 
found, for preparations were already in hand for the series of offensives planned 
by the Allies during 1917, the first of which was due to begin in April. 


+ # * # 


2/sth, 2 /6th, About the middle of February six more battalions of the King’s Regiment, 
atthe F Seth which, for more than two years had been training in England, landed in France. 
"ttahons They were the 2/s5th, 2/6th, 2/7th and 2/8th (Liverpool Irish) of the 171st 
Brigade, and the 2/9th and 2/1o0th (Liverpool Scottish), of the 172nd Brigade, 
ces brigades forming part of the 57th (2nd West Lancashire) Territorial 
ivision. 
The 2/s5th Battalion was commanded by Lieut.-Colonel J. Stanley Cohen, 
the 2/6th by Lieut.-Colonel W. A. L. Fletcher, the 2/7th by Lieut.-Colonel 
W. J. Slater, the 2/8th by Lieut.-Colonel P. H. North. The C.O. of the 2/gth 
was Lieut.-Colonel A. F. S. Leggatt, and of the 2/roth Lieut.-Colonel A. 
Fairrie. 

The 171st Brigade concentrated in the Merris area on the 16th of 
16th February February, the 172nd in the Borre area on the 18th. The division was in the 
II Anzac Corps area of the Second Army, and was due to relieve the 1st New 

Zealand Division before the end of the month. 


1Brig-General F. C. Stanley. 


CHAPTER XXIX 
THE ACTIONS OF MIRAUMONT: 
17TH-18TH FEBRUARY, 1917 


T will be remembered that on the night of the 1oth/11th of February, 

an attack was made on the enemy’s position in the Beaucourt Valley some 

1,500 yards of a strong line of trenches (the western end of which was 

already in our possession), lying on the southern foot of the Serre Hill, 
were captured. The next morning a determined counter-attack from the 
direction of Puisieux-au-Mont was beaten off. Two other counter-attacks on 
the 11th and another on the 12th were equally unsuccessful; we remained in 
possession of our gains. 

It was now time to advance against Miraumont, the position on the 16th 
of February being thus described in the official despatches: 

“The village of Serre now formed the point of a very pronounced salient, 
which our further progress along the Ancre Valley would render increasingly 
difficult, if not impossible, for the enemy to hold. Accordingly, an operation 
on a somewhat larger scale than anything hitherto attempted since the New Year 
was now undertaken. Its object was to carry our line forward along the spur 
which runs northwards from the main Morval—Thiepval Ridge about Courcelette. 
and so gain possession of the high ground at its northern extremity. The poses- 
sion of this high ground, besides commanding the approaches to Pys and 
Miraumont from the south, would give observation over the upper valley of the 
Ancre, in which many hostile batteries were situated in positions enabling their 
fire to be directed for the defence of the Serre sector. At the same time arrange- 
ments were made for a smaller attack on the opposite bank of the river, designed 
to seize a portion of the sunken road lying along the eastern crest of the second 
spur north of the Ancre, and so obtain control of the approaches to Miraumont 
from the west.” 

Early on the pia of the 12th of February, 2nd Division Headquarters 
issued operation orders for the attack. The II Corps (2nd, 18th and 63rd 
Divisions) were to deliver a simultaneous attack on both sides of the Ancre. 
The objectives allotted to the 2nd Division were: (#) Grandcourt Trench from 
the eastern end of Boom Ravine to East Miraumont road; (i) South Miraumont 
Trench between the East and West Miraumont roads; and (###) the road skirting 
the eastern edge of Petit Miraumont. This was the main attack. A subsidiary 
attack was to be made on Desire Support Trench, which formed the south- 
western face of an enemy salient opposite the right flank of the 2nd Division. 
The main attack was to be carried out by the 99th Brigade and the subsidiary 
attack by the 6th Brigade. The South Staffords were to make the latter attack. 
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The 1st King’s had gone into the line on the right of the 17th Middlesex 
and held from Mace’s Post to Post No. 11 (both inclusive), for their front line 
consisted of a series of sixteen fortified posts with twelve Lewis guns. The 
relief had taken place during the night of the 15th/16th, and is thus described 
by an officer of the battalion: “Moved off from Bruce Huts about 4 p.m. Met 
guides from 24th Royal Fusiliers at Pozieres, straight up Bapaume road and in 
by duck boards along Yellow Line. Lost tracks of N....and three posts about 
this period, and remainder of guides decided they had lost their way about half- 
way up Dyke Valley. Found No. 17! post trying to relieve the Australians near 
Le Sars! Ground only half thawed and still very slippery. Men very heavily 
laden with gum boots, rations, etc., and ‘going’ very slow. Left parties and 
managed to get to No. 1 Post via Mace’s Post. Struck across country on my own 
(all tracks being obliterated by thaw) and eventually fell right into Company 
Headquarters.” 

The Courcelette sector, held by the 2nd Division, was indeed a terrible 
place. The shell-hole posts were most difficult to locate and in the mud and slush 
men missed their way and fell into shell-holes. At night time it was almost 
impossible to find one’s way to the front line at all. This particular relief had 
begun at 4 p.m. on the 15th and was not finished until 5.15 a.m. on the 16th— 
just over thirteen hours! “C”’ and “D” Companies had taken over the front line, 
and during the evening of the 16th, “A” and “B” Companies moved up to 
support dug-outs in Yellow Line. 

The night of the 16th/17th was particularly dark. A thick mist also hung 
over the battlefield and the thaw had turned the ground into an appalling 
condition. Before the hour of assault on the 17th (5.45 a.m.) the enemy put down 
a heavy and fairly accurate barrage while the troops were forming up in their 
assembly positions. 

Punctually at “Zero” hour the attack started. The King’s men assisted the 
attack of the South Staffords on their left by opening Lewis-gun fire and rifle- 
fire on the enemy’s trenches. The Germans appeared to be fully on the alert 
and sent up showers of rockets and Very lights by the score, referred to in one 
officer’s diary as resembling a “Brock’s Benefit.” 

The attack of the South Staffords on Desire Trench was unsuccessful, 
but the attack of the 99th Brigade, and the 18th and 63rd Divisions (in that 
order), on the left of the 2nd Divisions, made good progress, and on the right 
bank of the Ancre positions were won within a few hundred yards of Petit 
Miraumont, while north of the river the whole position attacked on a front of 
about half-a-mile, was secured. The 1st King’s had one officer killed during 
the day—Second-Lieut. R. C. R. S. de Segundo—and there were several 
other casualties, ‘““D’’ Company (next to the South Staffords) suffering the 
most. A thick fog fell over the battlefield at about 9 a.m., which was so dense 
that men were able to work on the wire out in front of the trenches in com- 
parative safety. 


1Probably No. 11 Post as there was no 17 Post along the divisional front. 
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On the 18th mist still covered the ground. At night a “heavy” shell fell 


on the Quartermaster’s stores at Aveluy, wounding Lieut. and Quartermaster 
H. E. Stubbings and completely demolishing the buildings. 

Several days were passed by the rst Battalion in the line, and then on the 
22nd the King’s were relieved and marched back down the Bapaume road 
whence companies were conveyed in transport to Bouzincourt. The tour had 
cost the battalion three other ranks killed and thirty-nine wounded. 

On the 27th the battalion moved to Albert where training was carried out. 
On the 3rd March the King’s men moved to Ovillers and Wolseley Huts, 
where company training and the training of specialists occupied them until the 
11th of the month. At 6.30 p.m. on the latter date the battalion moved into the 
front line, taking over the right sub-sector of the divisional front from the ist 
Royal Berkshires, from the junction of Grevillers Trench and Dry Ditch to the 
junction of Grevillers and Coulee Trench. 

The line taken over ran in front of Loupart Wood, so that while the 1st 
King’s were in training the whole front line had been pushed forward a con- 
siderable way. The previous day the 2nd and 18th Divisions had attacked 
Irles and its defences. The whole of the objectives were captured and the way 
was now open for the main operations against the centre of the Le Transloy— 
Loupart Line. This line was so effectively bombarded by our artillery on the 
11th, that during the night of the 12th/13th the enemy again abandoned his 
position and fell back to a parallel system of defences. The village of Grevillers 
and Loupart Wood were then occupied by our troops and preparations were 
made for an early attack on the enemy’s next line of defences. 

The 1st King’s had completed their relief by 2.15 a.m. on the morning of 
the 12th. At 2 p.m. they began work on communication trenches from Gallwitz 
to Grevillers, and from the latter to the jumping-off trench, in preparation for 
the attack on the Loupart Line. At midnight 12th/13th, Second-Lieut. Searle 
and a patrol of regimental scouts went out and reconnoitred the wire in front of 
Loupart Trench and penetrated into a portion of that trench, but on attempting 
a reconnaissance of the wood they came under the fire of our artillery and were 
forced to retire. 

At 4 a.m. on the 13th, “A,” “D” and “C” Companies of the 1st King’s 
advanced and attacked Loupart and Wood, which were captured and occupied, 
two machine guns being taken from the enemy. They then established posts 
round the whole of the Wood. After some delay the Anzacs came up on the 
right of the King’s and the 13th Essex on the left. At 7 a.m. patrols, pushed out, 
reported that the ground in front to about a mile north of the wood was clear of 
the enemy, and the three companies under Lieut. Kynaston then advanced to 
the line Loupart Wood-Beinvillers. But owing to a mistake in orders received 
through the Essex, the three companies fell back to Loupart Wood, leaving 
covering patrols on the Grevillers—Irles sunken road with Lewis-gun posts 
200 yards in advance. This line was later consolidated with “D” Company in 
support north-east of Loupart Wood. 

By this period (13th March) it was obvious that there was something 
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unusual in the enemy’s attitude. The 2nd Division had encountered what 
appeared to be rearguards in machine-gun posts, and these only clung to their 
positions in an endeavour to hold up as long as possible the advance of the 
division. It was so not only on the flanks of the division, but along other sectors 
of the whole front line. 

The Bosche was falling back. 


CHAPTER XXX 
THE GERMAN RETREAT TO THE HINDENBURG LINE 
14TH MARCH to stn APRIL, 1917 


“The decision to retire was not reached without a painful struggle. It 
implied a confession of weakness bound to raise the morale of the enemy and 
lower our own. But as it was necessary for military reasons we had no choice, 
it had to be carried out.” 


General Ludendorff in My War Memories, 1914-1918. 


N the above quotation is to be found one of the justifications of the Somme 

Battles of 1916. The enemy had lost so heavily in men and material that 

he was forced to shorten his line; the Allies had imposed their will upon 

the enemy—he had temporarily suffered a defeat. There is, indeed, almost 
conclusive evidence that the Central Powers expected complete defeat in 1917. 

For King’s men the words quoted are also full of significance. They mean 
that those gallant battalions, which in 1916 stormed Montauban, had passed 
through the bloody struggle for Guillemont, had endured untold horrors in the 
“Devil’s Wood”; had dragged their heavily-laden bodies through the mud and 
slush of “No Man’s Land” to attack the Quadrangle, west of Serre; and those 
who had passed through the terrible winter which followed on the Somme, had 
not given their blood in vain. The living, who still struggled on, the silent dead, 
who lay beneath the battered surface of the earth, had achieved victory. During 
those horrible months between the ist July and the 13th of November of 1916, 
when the struggle was at its height, there were many who openly said we had 
sigs Lost? No! We were winning, as the German retreat to the Hindenburg Line 
shows. 

The German retreat was prepared and carried out with a thoroughness and 
ruthlessness for which the enemy had become famous. The area to be evacuated 
lay between the Ancre and the Scarpe rivers, i.¢., from east of Soissons to south- 
east of Arras. Behind the enemy’s front line, as it existed in February and the 
early days of March, he had prepared an exceedingly powerful new system of 
trenches, known as the Hindenburg Line. This line ran from just east of Crouy, 
in a northerly direction to La Fere, thence just west of St. Quentin following the 
line of the Canal de St. Quentin to Bantouzelle, thence in a north-westerly 
direction crossing the Canal du Nord west of Havrincourt, thence west of Queant, 
Bullecourt, Neuville St. Vitasse to Tilloy les Mofflaines. It, therefore, entailed a 
retreat in places of from fifteen to twenty miles. Not only was this new line 
terribly strong, but it had a support line scarcely less formidable, and both were 
protected by wire entanglements of extraordinary depth. 
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The enemy imagined that he had kept secret the preparation of this new 
defensive line, but it was known to the Allies, and everywhere up and down the 
British front patrols were continually out reconnoitring the German trenches, 
testing their strength and generally keeping a close watch on his movements. 

Under the rubric ‘‘Alberich” the enemy had worked out a programme of 
clearance and demolition to cover a period of five weeks. The work was to begin 
on the 9th of February, and on the 16th March the retreat to the new Hindenburg 
Line was to begin. In his apologia on the German retreat General Ludendorff 
said, “‘If an attack on the part of the enemy made it necessary, we could at any 
moment interrupt this programme and begin our retreat. Our first object was 
to avoid a battle, the second to effect the salvage of all our war material, war and 
technical, and other equipment which was not actually built into the positions, 
and finally the destruction of all high roads, villages, towns and wells, so as to 
prevent the enemy establishing himself in the near future in front of our new 
position. Poisoning of the wells was forbidden’’; yet the wells were poisoned, 

As will be seen later, we established ourselves in front of the Hindenburg 
Line with a rapidity which astonished the enemy. It is true that the “going” 
across the devastated area, where roads had been blown up, trees felled and 
placed across the highways, chateaux, houses, cottages and farms blown up or 
burned to the ground, fruit trees cut down and a great deal of wanton destruction 
committed, which could not be justified as a military necessity, was terrible, 
But back across that area the Bosche was retiring—a beaten foe—and we were 
hard on his heels, hurrying him faster than he had expected to go. The very fact 
that we have since fixed the date of the beginning of the German retreat to the 
Hindenburg Line as the 14th of March, and the Germans planned it on the 
16th, shows a divergence of opinion, but the retirement had already begun on 
the Ancre long before, as the foregoing actions show. 

Still, true to its reputation for theatrical demonstrations, the German 
Higher Command gave the signal to retire on the night of the 16th/17th of 
March. The signal was the burning of red lights in the enemy’s lines; not the 
usual flare which suddenly grew brilliant and then died down, but a steady red 
glare, seen all up and down the enemy’s front line in the area to be evacuated. 

Already the retreat had begun early in March, as the situation in front of 
Loupart Wood on the 13th shows, upon which date the 1st King’s of the 2nd 
Division had reached the Grevillers—Irles sunken road with very little opposition. 
On the 14th four patrols, each of a strength of one officer and twelve other 
ranks, from the King’s Regiment, made a reconnaissance to ascertain the 
enemy’s dispositions in the Biefvillers—Bihucourt Line. The enemy’s machine 
guns and infantry were definitely located and the patrols withdrew under fire. 
Yet these German troops were merely rearguards, plentifully supplied with 
machine guns with orders to hold up an advance as long as possible. 

During the evening of the 14th the 1st King’s were relieved and moved 
back to the Lady’s Leg Ravine. Salvage work occupied the battalion on the 
1sth, and then on the 16th the King’s men moved up to Grevillers Trench to 
support the 17th Middlesex. The 17th was also spent in this position, but by 
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this date the enemy had again fallen back and an advanced guard was formed, 
consisting of the 1st King’s, one company of South Staffords, one section of 
Royal Engineers and one section of the 6th Machine-Gun Company. Lieut.- 
Colonel Norris was in command. The advance was to begin on the 18th. 

At 8 a.m. on that date, therefore, the King’s, as vanguard to the advanced 
guard, began the advance through the Biefvillers—Bihucourt Line on Sapignies 
and Behagnies. Two hours later these two villages were occupied, the advanced 
guard of the Anzacs being on the right and that of the 18th Division on the left. 
At 2.45 p.m. “D” Company advanced on Mory and established a position on 
the high ground south of the village, sending patrols through the village. 
Meanwhile three strong posts, covering Sapignies and Behagnies, had been 
constructed by “A,” ““B” and “C’’ Companies, but in the evening the latter 
company moved forward and took up positions along the north-western, north 
and north-eastern exits of Mory. 

The advance was continued at 6 a.m. on the 19th, the King’s men reaching 
the line Mory—Ecoust St. Mein. By 3 p.m. patrols from the battalion had 
reached a point 200 yards south-west of Ecoust without opposition. But by this 
date the inner flank of the Anzacs and 18th Division had converged to such an 
extent that the 2nd Division was squeezed out of the line, and at 5.30 p.m. the 
King’s were relieved by troops of the latter division and marched back to Bief- 
villers. 

They had lost during this tour in the line one officer and thirteen other 
ranks killed and forty-six other ranks wounded. Speaking of that tense period 
when those who were not better informed expected “anything to happen” 
(for the Bosche retirement was unprecedented), an officer of the 1st King’s in a 
letter said: 

“For the first two days after taking the Wood (Loupart Wood) we were 
stationary, nobody knowing quite what had happened, and wondering where 
Bosche had got to. All through the day the horizon was marked with high, 
rolling columns of black and yellow smoke from the burning villages, and at 
night the whole sky was red. There was sunshine on both these days; by the 
third, the shell-holed country had hardened just enough to let the cavalry 
through. They were chiefly native and passed through just before sunset-—very 
picturesque. The next morning we moved. After we got past the shell-hole 
country, the whole thing was like four days rather strenuous field training, green 
grass, no trenches, trees with most of their branches on, visual signalling, 
heliograph, artillery formation and extended order. 

“All sorts of people rode about on horses and commanded things. There 
was altogether an unprecedented amount of “‘beating of drums and drawing of 
swords,” A pity that there were not more of the enemy to appreciate it! 

“The German guns were so busy packing up and clearing out that they 
didn’t do much firing and we left our own miles behind. So infantry and cavalry 
had the war to themselves. Open warfare seems to be rather the forte of this 
battalion. And the men did well. We got forward about eight miles and occupied 
two villages in as many days. 
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“There was not much to be seen of the enemy, but later we got into pretty 
close touch with his cavalry and sped up his retirement considerably. He worked 
out his retreat with usual German reas gor ee Every tree had been sawn down 
a foot from the ground, fruit trees and all telephone wires taken down and 
crops burnt. 

“In the villages he had started systematically at one end and destroyed 
every single thing that could*ever be of any considerable use to anyone. Craters 
from thirty to fifty yards across had been blown up at intervals along the main 
roads and at every cross-road. Every house had been blown up or set fire to; 
every well poisoned. 

“In one of his engineering yards he had gone to the trouble of breaking 
the handles of every pick and shovel, firing the bags of nails, wetting the bags 
of lime and cement. I went through a village about two hours after the Germans 
had cleared out. It was dark and every house was smouldering or in flames, A 
cat was the only inhabitant. Periodically a fresh bundle of straw would catch 
fire and blaze, or a roof cave in and the tiles clatter down. 

“The main street was a most woefully desolate sight. The whole tour was 
most intensely interesting and full of experience—the first open warfare since 
trenches started.” 

There is no better evidence than that given by “those who saw” the 
desolation of that terrible, devastated area. 

On the 23rd March the 2nd Division was transferred from the II to the 
XII Corps and began to move to the Pernes area, and on the sth of April— 
the official date of the ending of the German retreat to the Hindenburg Line— 
the 1st King’s were at Eps in training. 

Apart from the 1st King’s there were six other battalions of the Regiment 
which followed the retreat of the Germans to the Hindenburg Line. These were 
the 11th (14th Division), 12th (20th Division), and 17th, 18th, 19th and 20th 
(30th Division). 

From the middle of February the 11th Battalion (Pioneers) were hard at 
work in the Arras area, chiefly on the roads in preparation for the coming 
offensive, and it is not until March that there is any mention of the German 
Retreat. On the 18th of that month there is, however, the following entry in 
the Battalion Diary: “‘A’ Company worked on roads south-east of Ronville 
and Arras—Doullens road. ‘B’ Company on Ronville road to old German front 
line—Sap X.15, ‘C’ Company and ‘D’ Company on C.T. from our old front 
line to old German front line. Two casualties (wounded).” So here, at any rate, 
if the German retreat began on the 17th of March, the British were not long 
in following up the enemy. 

A private diary of one of the Pioneers records on the 18th: “Much excite- 
ment to-day. News received that the Germans have evacuated their positions in 
front of Arras. No trace of them can be found. Much of the work of placin 
guns in position is thus rendered useless.” Weeks of labour had to be done all 
over again in finding and preparing new positions for the guns. 

The same diarist, some days le (on the 6th of April) says: “The enemy 
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in his retreat has resorted to numerous ruses to trap our men and cause casualties. 
The following are a few examples of these ruses which had been published to 
warn the troops: ‘A shovel stuck into the edge of a dug-out between trenches. 
The shovel was attached to wires by a battery, and on anyone pulling the 
shovel out a mine was exploded. 

““A French stove with a stove pipe dismantled lying near. Wire attached to 
the pipe. On anyone picking it up we placing it on the stove a mine would be fired. 

“‘A window weight suspended by a fine cord stretching across the 
entrance to a dug-out. On a man entering the cord would be broken and the 
weight fall into a box of detonators in connection with a charge of explosive.’ ” 

Specially interesting is the diary of an officer of the 11th King’s on the 18th 
of March. It is unnecessary to quote all he records, but the following are 
extracts: At 9 a.m. he says: “Our troops seen marching about in ‘No Man’s 
Land’ opposite Ficheux.” Then came news that the 30th Division had occupied 
the German second line opposite Agny without opposition. “Observers report 
that ‘we went over’ five minutes after the last sentry was seen to leave....A 
most joyous feeling in stepping into the old Bosche front line.... His trenches 
in a vile state of disrepair..... In his trenches all dug-out entrances had been 
knocked in, O.P.s and tactical erections blown up. He had no front-line wire 
left, our guns having demolished it all..... We now hold a line some 500 yards 
behind his old front line on the Beaurains—Tilloy road! ..... He had a very fine 
system of listening galleries from his front line into his wire... . 43rd Brigade 
(14th Division) are reported in Neuville Vitasse; it seems he had been rather 
hustled and may not hold on to the Harp after all, but retire into the Hindenburg 
Line from Lens..... Guns have their limbers up and are advancing light. 
All our work of the last six weeks on dug-outs, etc., for the offensive 1s now 
useless.” On the 1gth the officer reports that “‘We are now in Mercatel, 
Croisilles, Achiet and Peronne. The French are advancing too, to Nesle and 
Noyon,” and on the 20th Doiry, Boyelle and St. Leger are added to the number 
of villages occupied by us. In the Blairville area, also evacuated by the enemy, 
the officer gives the following: “The German wire here, uncut by bombard- 
ments, is annoying, about twenty yards broad and two feet high—endless and 
impenetrable. His trenches here are very good, being on high ground and 
boarded and revetted with wood from Blairville in rustic style with poles laid 
behind pickets—very extravagant. Frequent covered snipers’ posts and O.P.s 
built in with three inches of concrete, also a very fine dug-out with three ante- 
rooms and shafts leading down from each into the dug-outs below, well timbered 
and lined with cloth.” On the 31st of March he reports that the enemy is still 
retiring and that on the Ist of April, Henin and Croiselles are to be attacked. 
This attack was made, and although’ our troops penetrated the former village 
they were driven out again. On the 4th of April, the same officer reports that 
“to-day our artillery bombardment began and continued all day’”’—but that is 
another story. 


1T his refers to the 14th Divisional front, the 11th King’s being Pioneers of that division. 
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From Camp 3 at Carnoy the 12th King’s set out for Guillemont at 
3.30 p.m. on the 17th of February, the men during the morning having applied 
“preventive treatment” to their feet against “trench feet.” On the 18th they 
relieved the 7th D.C.L.I. on the right of Morval. The relief passed off without 
incident, but on the 19th the Germans made a flammenwerfer attack on an ad- 
vanced point on the left of the battalion line; six other ranks were wounded. 
That night the Bosche bombarded the line with lachrymatory (‘‘tear’”) shells 
and continued the “treatment” on the following morning, and when the King’s 
men were relieved after dark they had lost four other ranks killed, one officer and 
six other ranks wounded, and three other ranks missing. They returned to 
Camp 3. Another tour in the same sector began on the 25th of February, and 
early on the morning of the 27th a patrol which visited the German trenches 
was seen by the enemy, and as a result Second-Lieut. G. W. Hirst and one other 
ranks were missing, believed killed! and two other ranks were wounded. 
Between the 28th of February and the 15th of March there is little to report. 
On the roth March Second-Lieut. J. A. Parle was wounded at Combles. 

An accident occured on the 15th which had serious results. The battalion 
was then back in Camp 4, Carnoy. At 5.50 p.m. an old mine, situated between 
the officers’ huts and the main camp, exploded, by what means was unknown. 
The explosion completely wrecked the whole camp. Assistance was hurriedly 
obtained and the occupants of the damaged huts rescued. Lieuts. H. V. Gregory 
and H. B. Hobbs, Second-Lieut. J. A. Mitchell and nine other ranks were 
killed and fifty-two other ranks were wounded. The battalion had to move for 
the night to Camps 2 and 5. 

The first mention of the German retreat is on the night of the 17th/18th, 
when the Battalion Diary has the following entry: “Enemy commenced his 
evacuation of trench system on XV Corps front.” The King’s men, not being in 
the front line, but in tents at Guillemont, were employed from the 19th to the 
23rd in clearing roads of obstructions placed acress them by the enemy and in 
cleaning up the territory evacuated in this area. On the latter date they moved 
to Le Transloy working on the communications. Gradually the line was pushed 
forward, the King’s men moving to trenches east of Ytres on the 27th. Patrols 
found the village of Neuville still occupied by the enemy, and an attack was 
arranged. 

The attack took place during the evening of the 28th. The battalion, after 
concentrating at Battalion Headquarters, then at Bus, attacked with ““B” and 
“D” Companies and two sections of battalion bombers in the front line. The 
objective was Neuville—Bourjonval. Although subjected to intense machine-gun 
fire, and having to negotiate three belts of wire which caused difficulties, Neuville 
was entered, the battalion Lewis-gunners assisting in silencing the Germans. 
The village was then systematically cleared by the bombers, and by 2.30 a.m. 
on the 29th of March the whole place was in our hands, with posts pushed out 
a hundred yards beyond the eastern exits. “C’ Company was in support in 


1Later reported killed. 
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Brouelle Trench and “A” in reserve in front of Ytres. One officer—Second- 
Lieut. Rice-Jones—was wounded, and during the heavy shell-fire, to which the 
enemy subjected the village after it had been captured, four other ranks were 
killed and four wounded. No further move took place on the 30th. On this 
date a message reached the 12th King’s from the G.O.C., Division: “‘The 
Divisional Commander congratulates the 12th King’s Regiment. This battalion 
especially distinguished itself and showed great dash.” 

On the night of the 1st/2nd of April the battalion was relieved and marched 
back to Rocquigny, but on the 3rd the King’s men moved up again to the 
“Main Line of Resistance,” Battalion Headquarters being established in Bois 
de Vallulart. At 2 p.m. on the 4th the 59th Brigade (to which the King’s were 
in support) attacked and captured Metz-en-Couture after considerable resist- 
ance, the King’s taking over the new line east of the village on the 5th of 
April. 

: From the 6th of February to the end of that month the records of the four 
battalions of the Regiment in the 3oth Division contain little interest. The 
enemy was unusually quiet, though at times he took to using his minnenwerfer 
vigorously, pounding our trenches with large mortar bombs and causing con- 
siderable damage, fortunately inflicting few casualties. 

On the 22nd, however, while the 19th Battalion was in the front line, a 
large “‘Minnie” fell in the left company headquarters’ dug-out. The dug-out 
was blown in, Capt. C. R. Bolton was killed and Second-Lieut. H. Foster 
Anderson wounded. But gradually the enemy became quiescent—he was 
preparing to move back to the Hindenburg Line and became much more intent 
upon the work of making his new defences impregnable and in completing the 
work of destruction in that area which he knew we would occupy when he 
retired. 

On our side the amount of work to be done was prodigious. Not only were 
units in the back areas engaged in getting ready for the offensive in April, but 
the support and reserve companies of the battalions in the front line were busy 
on clearing, deepening and revetting the front and support lines. The winter 
naturally had caused more work, but everywhere along the whole Arras front 
there was great activity by working parties. 

The diary of the 20th King’s on the 28th of February first mentions the 
German retirement: “In consequence of the withdrawal of the enemy’s front 
positions south of our positions, the greatest vigilance was maintained by patrol 
work, but the enemy line was apparently strongly held during the period under 
review.” (the month of February). 

March began badly for the 18th King’s (21st Brigade). The battalion, on 
relief on the 4th from the trenches in front of Agny, had marched back to 
billets in Achicourt. The next day a large shell fell on one of the billets wounding 
no less than twenty-one N.C.O.s and men. On the 15th the 18th Battalion 
raided the enemy’s trenches opposite Agny, the raiding party consisting of 
five officers and 125 other ranks, under Capt. R. W. Jones. The raiders pene- 
trated the German trenches but could not obtain an identification as the Bosche 
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had decamped. On the 20th Major W. L. Campbell, 2nd Royal Scottish 


Fusiliers, took over command of the battalion. 

The 20th King’s also had a new C.O. during March, Lieut.-Colonel 
J. W. H. T. Douglas assuming command on the 6th. 

About the 18th of the month the Bosche began to “go back” from in front 
of the 30th Division. News reached the division on the 17th that our troops were 
in the enemy’s front-line trenches west of Monchy. Smoke was seen from 
burning houses in Monchy and Blaireville, and in the Cojuel Valley whole 
villages were in flames. It was evident that the enemy’s guns had retired also 
as they were firing from very long range. 

The 18th King’s of the 21st Brigade, and the 17th Battalion of the 89th 
Brigade, were out of the line at the time, but both the 19th and 20th were holding: - 
front-line trenches and very early on the morning of the 18th pushed out patrols. 

The 19th King’s first sent out a small party under Second-Lieut. F. 8. 
Milliken to reconnoitre. They found the Germans had retired, and on receiving 
this information Lieut.-Colonel Rollo ordered the whole battalion forward. 
Advancing cautiously, for all had been warned that the enemy would leave 
“booby” traps for the unwary, the King’s men reached the third line of the 
enemy’s front-line system, only one casualty occurring. This was due to a bomb 
exploding under a trench board, when stepped on—a form of trap which up to 
that time had not been encountered. Still pushing on the battalion advanced 
200 yards further than originally intended, and took up a position west of the 
Madelaine Redoubt, where a halt was called. Patrols then went on to reconnoitre 
the Redoubt, but Colonel Rollo decided to stay in his present position. Later he 
was ordered to fall back and occupy a portion of the old German front line and 
the original British line, the 2nd Bedfords taking over the new front line. The 
Battalion Diary, after recording the destruction carried out by the enemy, 
refers to bombs and “‘crows’ feet” (to impede the cavalry) which had been 
strewn over passable tracks to maim the horses of mounted troops following up 
the retirement. On the 19th the battalion was ordered to move forward again 
and take up a position about half-way between Boiry-Becquerelle and Mercatel. 

The 19th King’s moved off at 4.30 a.m. on the 20th and took over the line 
from a London battalion, from about s00 yards north of Boiry to 500 yards 
south-east of Mercatel, where they joined up with the right of the 2nd Bedfords. 

Meanwhile, the 20th King’s had also advanced, and on the 20th were in 
line continuing the front of the 89th Brigade from the left of the Bedfords, 
round the eastern outskirts of Mercatel, thence about 1,000 yards along the 
Mercatel—Beaurains road. 

The Germans held Neuville Vitasse and the Cojuel Valley generally, 
including the ridge in front of it and the Cojuel Switch Trench; he had, for the 
time being, retired as far as he intended going! 

On the 21st of March the 30th Division was taken out of the line for a 
short “rest,” though there was apparently little leisure for battalions, working 
parties and training occupying most units ies morning till night. “Our period,” 
said one Brigadier, “which was intended to be for training and rest was, as 
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usual, made up in finding working parties, principally for the mending of roads.” 

Nothing embittered the French so much as the terrible devastation 
wrought by the Germans before and during their retreat to the Hindenburg 
Line. General Stanley states that it was a “heartrending sight to see some of the 
French peasants coming back to their villages and trying to find out what had 
happened to their houses, but they found the whole place unrecognisable.” 

What the German soldiery thought of the evacuation of ground which had 
only been won and defended after great bloodshed it is impossible to say, but 
the following order issued by the German General Staff, in order to hearten 
those who looked upon the retreat with gloomy misgivings, shows a mentality ' 
difficult to understand. The order was one of many frequent reports issued by 
the enemy to show the “success of his retrograde movements.” 

“The fact that our movements have been invariably successful during the 
last few days, and have cost us practically nothing, is due to the skill and bearing 
of our troops. Regimental historians will tell us in the future how delighted our 
officers and men were to return once again to open warfare.” 

No historian worthy of the name would dare to record the German retreat 
to the Hindenburg Line in 1917 in any other terms than that of a movement in 
defeat. Skilfully it may have been carried out, but that does not lessen the fact 
that the enemy was forced to retire by the superior will of his opponents. 


CHAPTER XXXI 
THE BATTLES OF ARRAS: 1917 
INTRODUCTION 


N November, 1916, the military representatives of all the Allied Powers 

had met in conference at French General Headquarters at Chantilly. 

There the plan of campaign for the year 1917 was discussed and agreed 

to. It comprised a “series of offensives on all fronts, so timed as to assist 
each other by depriving the enemy of the power of weakening any one of his 
fronts in order to reinforce another.” 

So far as the British Army was concerned, Sir Douglas Haig had formulated 
the following series of attacks: ‘‘In the spring, as soon as all the Allied armies 
were ready to commence operations, my first efforts were to be directed against 
the enemy’s troops occupying the salient between the Scarpe and the Ancre, 
into which they had been pressed as a result of the Somme Battle. It was my 
intention to attack both the shoulders of this salient simultaneously, the Fifth 
Army operating on the Ancre front, while the Third Army attacked from the 
north-west about Arras. These converging attacks, if successful, would pinch 
off the whole salient, and would be likely to make the withdrawal of the enemy’s 
troops a very costly manceuvre for him if it were not commenced in good 
time.” 

“The front of attack on the Arras side was to include the Vimy Ridge, 
possession of which I considered necessary to secure the left flank of the 
operations on the south bank of the Scarpe. The capture of this ridge, which was 
to be carried out by the First Army, also offered other important advantages. 
It would deprive the enemy of valuable observation and give us‘a wide view over 
the plains stretching from the eastern foot of the ridge to Douai and beyond. 
Moreover, although it was evident that the enemy might, by a timely with- 
drawal, avoid battle in the awkward salient still held by him between the Scarpe 
and the Ancre, no such withdrawal from his important Vimy Ridge positions 
was likely. He would be almost certain to fight for this ridge, and as my object 
was to deal him a blow which would force him to use up reserves, it was im- 
portant that he should not evade my attack.” 

The Arras offensive, however, aimed only at securing the objectives 
outlined above, for on attaining them the main offensive was to be transferred 
to the Ypres front, where the positions held by the British Army in the salient 
were far from satisfactory. The Messines—Wytschaete Ridge was first to be 


1General Joffre was, at this period, Commander-in-Chief of the French Armies. He was, however, 
Pasar and when the Alhed offensives in France began in 1917 General Nivelle commanded the 
rench Armies. 
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captured and then the long ridge extending for about seven miles in a north- 
easterly direction through Broodseinde and Passchendaele. 

Although the above plans had been definitely fixed at the Chantilly con- 
ference, “unexpected developments” early in 1917 necessitated certain modifi- 
cations. 

The new French Commander-in-Chief had submitted fresh plans, in which 
the British offensive was to be of a subsidiary nature, the French making the 
principal attack in Champagne. In order to carry out his plans, however, General 
Nivelle asked Sir Douglas Haig to take over a portion of the French line south 
of the Somme. The British Commander-in-Chief was also requested to accelerate 
his preparations and launch his offensive early in April. Sir Douglas Haig, under 
instructions from the British Government, agreed to these proposals. 

While preparations for the offensive were being made, two events of con- 
‘ siderable importance occurred; the first was the revolution in Russia, and the 
second the German retreat to the Hindenburg Line. 

The enemy’s retirement did not greatly affect Sir Douglas Haig’s plans: 
he stated that “‘the distribution of my forces necessitated by the enemy’s with- 
drawal was easily made.” The réle of the Fifth Army was modified, and instead 
of attacking simultaneously with the Third Army, it had only to follow up the 
retirement of the Germans to the Hindenburg Line and establish itself in front 
of the latter. 

The Russian revolution was much more serious; its effects were far reach- 
ing and were felt through the whole subsequent course of the war. The Russian 
Armies were incapable of making the offensives agreed upon at Chantilly in 
November, 1916; the task of the Allies in the west would be much more 
difficult. 

Finally, the new French plan had dislocated the Italian offensive which 
could not begin until some time after the date fixed for the opening of the 
attacks on the western front. 

The whole situation had become very different from that contemplated 
at the Chantilly conference. 

In spite, however, of these serious drawbacks, it was decided to proceed 
with the spring offensive in the west. 

Early in the year preparations had begun for the Allied offensives, although 
hampered again by snow, frost and rain. All along the line of the great section 
from which the attack was to take place, working parties were out night and day 
in constructing new railways, assembly trenches, dug-outs, gun positions, roads, 
and in work on a hundred-and-one things necessary in a vast offensive such as 
would be launched on the 9th of April, the date selected for the initial attack. 

Extensive mining and tunnelling operations were carried out and the numer- 
ous underground quarries and cellars in Arras and its suburbs were fitted so as 
to provide safe quarters for a great number of troops. Caves and cellars were 
wired for electric light, and tunnels were made linking them together, the whole 
being connected by long subways with the trenches east of the town. The 
“staging” of that offensive was at once extraordinary and wonderful. In no 
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other parts of the battlefield and at no other period of the war did our troops 
actually debouch from a town, such as was done at Arras in April, 1917. The 
arrangements for the assembly and movement of the troops before the assault 
and during the progress of the battle was a triumph of staff oy ance 

Prior to the offensive in April, 1917, the German trenches facing the whole 
British line in France and Flanders ran generally in a north-westerly direction 
from St. Quentin to Thilloy-lez-Mofflaines, immediately south-east of Arras. 
From Thilloy the hostile line then crossed the valley of the Scarpe River to the 
Vimy Ridge. This ridge, rising to a height of some 475 feet, dominated the 
country round about and commanded a wide view to the south-east, east and 
north. It was a very desirable possession. From the Vimy Ridge the opposing 
lines then left the high ground, and skirting the western edge of Lens, stretched 
far away to the Channel, crossing rivers, dykes and canals—dead level ground 
broken only by the line of hills stretching from Wytschaete north-east to 
Passchendaele and Staden. 

But on the morning of the 9th of April only that sector of the German line 
from just north of the village of Croisilles (south-east of Arras) to just south of 
Givenchy-en-Gohelle, a small hamlet at the northern end of the Vimy Ridge, 
was to be attacked; the front of attack was nearly fifteen miles in length and 
included some four or five miles of the northern end of the Hindenburg Line, 
which the enemy had built to meet the experiences gained by him in the Somme 
battles of the previous year. North of this portion of the Hindenburg Line the 
German defences comprised three separate trench systems, connected by a 
powerful switch line running from the Scarpe at Famoux to Lievin—a highly 
organised belt, very strong and from some two to five miles in depth. Moreover, 
a new line of resistance, known as the Drocourt—Queant Line from three to six 
miles further east, forming a northern extension of the Hindenburg Line and 
with which it linked up at Queant, was just approaching completion. 

Three weeks prior to the 9th of April the guns began wire-cutting while 
our “heavies” bombarded the enemy’s back areas and communications. Night 
firing, wire cutting, the bombardment of the enemy’s trenches and strong points, 
continued without abatement and with increasing intensity. Letters and 
documents captured subsequently from the enemy show the extent to which the 
defences had suffered; their vivid description of the havoc wrought by the 
holocaust of shell which had swept the German trenches before the attack, was 
an eloquent (but terrible) tribute to the work of our gunners, Gas discharges 
and raids on the German trenches were also carried out by day and by night; 
the enemy was given no rest. 

In the air, the fight for supremacy was grim and constant. Both sides lost 
many machines, but our airmen successfully screened our artillery machines 
from serious interference, and our guns were able to carry out their work 
effectively. 

The main attack was to be made by the Third and First Armies (in that 
order from right to left). The Third Army, from north-west of Croiselles to the 
Vimy Ridge, the First Army (Canadian Corps), on the left of the Third, after 
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capturing the ridge extending its attack as far north as the left bank of the 
Souchez River. 

On this fifteen-mile front fourteen divisions and one infantry brigade were 
to make the initial assault, i.e. from south to north the 21st (between Croisilles 
and Henin), 3oth (from just east of Mercatel), 56th (west of Neuville Vitasse), 
14th (from east of Beaurains), 3rd (from West of Thilloy), and the rath, 15th, 
gth, 34th, sist, 1st Canadian, 2nd Canadian, 13th Brigade (sth Division), 
3rd Canadian and 4th Canadian. The 4th Division was to pass through the 
gth, and the 37th through the 15th and 12th after the initial assault. 

Thus, on the first day of the battle three of the divisions engaged, i.e. 
3oth, 14th and 3rd, contained King’s men, another battalion—the 1st—was in 
the 2nd in reserve. 

The 30th Division began to move back into the front line towards the end 
of March. The 89th Brigade was to be on the right of the attack and the 21st 
Brigade on the left. 

Of the 89th Brigade the 19th King’s (Lieut.-Colonel G. Rollo) was to be 
on the right and the 20th King’s (Lieut.-Colonel J. W. H. T. Douglas) on the 
left; the Bedfords were to be the supporting battalion and the 17th King’s 
(Lieut.-Colonel J. N. Peck) in Brigade Reserve. 

Both the 19th and 20th Battalions moved up into the line on the 7th of 
April. The 19th Battalion set out from Bavincourt to Bretencourt at 10 a.m,, 
arriving at the latter village at about 12 noon. Dinners were then served out 
and during the afternoon extra ammunition, bombs, sand bags, etc., were 
issued, At 5 p.m. the battalion had tea and two hours later again moved forward, 
and by midnight companies were disposed as follows: “B” and “C” in the 
sunken road from just west of Boiry Copse to the Cojuel River, just north of 
Boiry Becquerelle, “D” Company just north of Boisleux St. Marc, and “A” 
Company in Boisleux au Mont. 

The movements of the 20th Battalion were similar, with the difference 
that two companies were on the left of ““B” and “‘C” Companies of the 19th 
Battalion, one company north of Boisleux St. Marc (in rear of ““D” Company, 
19th King’s) and the fourth company in Boisleux au Mont. 

The 8th was a quiet day so far as the infantry work was concerned; but 
the guns were speeding up their bombardment and the noise was terrific. Under 
orders, the 20th King’s relieved the Bedfords during the evening in Nos. 1, 
2 and 4 Posts (‘‘B” Company), and Nos. 5 and 6 Posts (““D” Company), just 
west of Henin. The rgth Battalion similarly took over positions from the 
Bedfords on the right of the 20th King’s. 

The 21st Brigade had been in the front line since the 27th of March, the 
18th King’s relieving the 17th Manchesters in front of Neuville Vitasse on the 
28th. On the night of the 29th/3oth March, the two leading companies had 
marked out trenches to be dug three to 400 yards nearer to Neuville Vitasse, 
the work being continued on the following nights. The enemy’s shell-fire was 
heavy and on the 30th Second-Lieut. W. Heyes and three men were wounded; 
three more men were wounded on the 31st. On the 2nd of April the battalion 
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was relieved and marched back to Blaireville, but their casualties on the Ist were 
two other ranks killed and eight other ranks wounded, and on the 2nd one 
other rank killed and five other ranks wounded. 

In the operations to take place on the 9th of April the 18th King’s were to 
form the left assaulting battalion of the 21st Brigade. On the 7th they marched 
via Wailly to the front line trenches, relieving the 17th Manchesters on the St. 
og eae ee Vitasse road; they had the 2nd Wilts. on their 
right. 

Opposite the 89th Brigade front, and in front of the Hindenburg Line, 
there was a small village, St. Martin-sur-Cojuel, held by the enemy as an outpost 
to their main line, which had to be cleared before the latter could be attacked. 
This operation was ordered to be carried out on the night of the 8th/gth of 
April by the 2nd Bedfords. The 21st Brigade, on the left, was to co-operate by 
assisting in an attack on two mills, which were, however, strongly held. 

St. Martin was captured by the Bedfords, but the mills could not be 
secured, The 20th King’s co-operated in the latter attack. 

The 3oth Division had been ordered not to advance to the attack on the 
gth of April until the 56th Division, on their left, had cleared Neuville Vitasse. 


() THE FIRST BATTLE OF THE SCARPE, 1917: APRIL gtu-14Tx 


“Zero” had been fixed for 5.30 a.m. on the 9th of April. At that hour, 
under cover of a most effective artillery barrage, the British infantry, following 
closely on that awful tornado of shell-fire, swept like an angry flood across “No 
Man’s Land,” into the enemy’s trenches. The terrible effects of our gun-fire 
and the fury of the attack generally, was evident in the dazed and shaken con- 
dition of little parties of German prisoners, who soon began to pass across the 
dread space between the opposing lines to the British trenches, accompanied 
by triumphant escorts. “Within forty minutes of the opening of the battle,” 
record the official despatches, “‘practically the whole of the German front-line 
system on the front attacked had been stormed and taken.” On the extreme left 
a fierce and bloody struggle was in progress for the possession of Hill 145, on 
the northern end of the Vimy Ridge. 

Anxiously awaiting news of the attack on their left the assaulting troops of 
the 3oth Division were assembled in their trenches. 

Meanwhile, at 5.30 a.m. the 14th Division, with the 56th and 3rd Divisions 
on the right and left respéctively, had swept over the German front-line trenches. 
It is, however, with the Pioneers (11th King’s) of the division that this section 
of the story deals. 

The Pioneers, as usual in their diaries, make little reference to actual 
fighting. The work they were engaged on is usually set down quite bare of 
interesting details. On the sth one company was at work on the roads south-east 
of Ronville and the Arras—Doullens road, another company laboured on com- 
munication and assembly trenches, a third on G.S. wagon tracks; one other 
rank killed, four wounded, two wounded and gassed and four gassed, were their 
losses on that date. On the 6th the same work was continued, casualties four. 
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On the 7th they were still working as on the sth and 6th—no casualties. On 
the 8th they had three more casualties. But from the diary of an officer with 
the battalion it is possible to extract details of considerable interest. On the 
4th he says: “All our artillery up to 9.2 in. let loose on carefully-arranged 
targets. The Bosche gave some retaliation mainly into Arras, counter-battery 
and on I Section on our left..... This morning the 9th Brigade (3rd Division), 
on our left, discharged g00 gas cylinders filled with P.S. (the newest and most 
revolting), electrically into Tilloy; they made a great cloud of gas. No retaliation. 
We are now getting into the real thing indeed..... To-night 1.0 a.m., a still 
night, the air smells thick with smoke and shelling and the view of the endless 
gun flashes behind us is very pretty, but there is a beastly continuous noise.” 

On the sth he continues: “Vimy Ridge is a finesight, wreathed in smokeand 
flame with showers of golden rain from the German S.O.S.” His notes on the 
7th of April are rather more full: “Cold again, snow last night. Went up this 
morning to fix notice boards in all the new trenches named after fish knee-deep 
mud in places, very heavy going..... enemy artillery more active to-day from 
the north-east; he does not seem to have gone back as there is considerable 
movement going on in the Harp? An officer of Ist Brigade Heavy M.G. 
Section (Tanks) came in to-night about routes. They will advance at the rate 
of twenty yards a minute, leaving Beaurains at ‘Zero.’ Their final objective 1s 
Monchy le Preux. The life of a tank is about forty miles, and as these are all 
new they may possibly reach their objective. The 8th Brigade on our left 
raided to-night to see if the enemy was still in Tilloy; it seems improbable that 
he will fall further back now. The tide seems to have turned in our favour in the 
air with our new aeroplanes; fifteen Hun planes were ‘downed’ yesterday; our 
artillery has fired to-day 16,000 rounds as against an estimated enemy 
expenditure of 400 rounds; at Ypres we used to get for a ‘show’ an allowance 
of 300 rounds per gun; now it is 2,000 rounds per gun. Some difference!”’ 

Coming generations may read the next entry in this officer’s diary with 
feelings akin to amazement that such things could be in the very presence of 
death and destruction: “8th. Easter Day. The eve of the battle..... We had 
Holy Communion this morning in the cellar which we use as a mess. The altar 
was built of S.A.A. (small arms ammunition) boxes covered with sand bags. 
The candlesticks were whisky bottles; and outside the endless roar of the bom- 
bardment.” 

As if in the very Presence, hell had been let loose! 


1The system of giving trenches what may be termed “serial” names was in wide use and was 
extremely helpful in remembering the locations of other trenches. There was, for instance, in one sector, 
a support trench named Piccadilly. This trench ran parallel with the front line. The communication 
trenches between the support and front lines were named after the various London streets from Hyde 
Park Corner to Piccadilly Circus. Thus when a man was in Bond Street he knew that the communication 
trench on his night was Sackville Streetand that on his left Albermarle Street. London troops, of course, 
named these trenches. 


*The Harp was a very strong position, named after 1ts shape; 1t was situated south of Tilloy lez 
Mofflaines. 
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At 3.15 p.m. on the 8th he records that a practice barrage put down by our 
artillery, in order to find out where the German barrage would fall when the 
attack had begun on the 9th, brought no retaliation from the enemy, the reason 
being that his stock of gun ammunition was none too large! 

Night fell on the 8th on the following picture: “Very quiet at present on 
our front and all guns have stopped. One can imagine the feverish activity 
behind our lines and wonder what is going on behind his. Yet the night is very 
quiet and peaceful. The long wait till ‘Zero’ now began.” 

The story of the operations of the 14th Division on the 9th, as seen by 
this officer, is as follows: 

“Quiet up to 5.30 a.m., ‘Zero’ hour for the attack on Vimy Ridge, and by 
3rd Division on Tilloy on our left; sixteen tanks operating on our front began 
to move at §.30 a.m. in single file across our front. During the day two of these 
were knocked out by direct hits and all the rest except one had mechanical 
failures and the battlefield is littered with them. The one did excellent work, 
mainly on the road, and at 8.30 p.m. was still operating on its own on the 
Cambrai road behind east of the Brown Line, our last objective for the day. 
All prisoners seem to have a healthy respect for them, though they say they did 
little damage. “The Auto’ they call them. The attack went excellently to time till 
the late afternoon, when the 43rd Brigade on our right became hung up about 
the Brown Line by snipers and machine-gun fire. We stayed in the command 
post most of the morning, receiving an endless stream of messages from all 
directions, sorting them and sending them on. My job was to keep a minute 
diary of all messages received. We had in a few prisoners for interrogation; all 
apree that the attack was unexpected and attribute our success to our terrific 
gun-fire, by which they got up no rations for three days. They also say that 
their guns are very short of ammunition, also of S.A.A. A very large explosion 
was caused in Ronville this morning (Achicourt) by ammunition “going up.’ 
Our casualties have been low and we have taken a large number of prisoners. 
A wonderful sight this evening was two divisions of cavalry coming up out of 
Ronville into action. They massed behind Telegram Hill, but never got going 
at all owing to 43rd Brigade being hung up..... 12th Division has (captured) 
twenty-two field guns. 3rd Division, north of us, are in the Brown Line (last 
objective). We have taken some 8,000 prisoners.” 

Thus the view of an officer of the 11th King’s—Pioneers—of the first day 
of the great offensive. To turn now to the front line, pene with the attack 
of the 3rd Division (in which the 13th King’s were contained), for as already 
stated the 30th Division was not in the initial attack at 5.30 a.m., but was under 
orders to wait until the 56th Division (on the a had captured Neuville Vitasse. 

In operation orders, issued by the 9th Infantry Brigade, the objective of 
the VI Corps (to which, with the 12th, rsth and 37th Divisions, the 3rd 
Division belonged) is thus stated: “The VI Corps will break through the enemy 
defences between the northern half of the Harp (inclusive) to the River Scarpe.” 
The 3rd Division was to be on the right of the VI Corps front. The German 
front-line trenches (Black Line) were to be captured by the 76th Infantry 
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Brigade; the German second system (the Blue Line), including Noisy Redoubt, 13th Battalion 
was to be taken by the 9th Brigade, and the third system, i.e, the Wancourt— 9% Arm 
see Line (within the divisional boundaries) was allotted to the 8th Infantry 
Brigade. 

The 9th Brigade was to attack with the 4th Royal Fusiliers on the right, 
the 12th West Yorks. in the centre, and the 13th King’s on the left; the 2nd 
Suffolks (8th Brigade) were attached to the 9th Brigade for the operations. 

The 13th King’s were out of the line during the latter half of February 
and the whole of March, then on the 17th of the latter month they moved to 
Arras (from Denier), supplying large working parties during the preparations 
for the offensive. They were billeted in the town until the night of the 8th of 
April, when at 9.10 companies began to move forward at ten minutes’ 
interval for the assembly trenches via the Crinchon Sewer, Godley’s Avenue and 
Auckland Cave. By 3.40 a.m. all troops of the 9th Brigade were in position, 
Battalion Headquarters of the 13th King’s being established in Iceland Trench. 
One officer—Second-Lieut. A. Wynne—was killed by a shell in the assembly 
trenches. 

At 5.30 a.m. the 76th Brigade advanced to the assault of the first objective 
(Black Line) and captured it exactly to time. 

At 7 a.m. the three Jeading battalions of the 9th Brigade, 4th Royal 
Fusiliers, 12th West Yorks. and 13th King’s (in that order from right to left), 
followed by the 2nd Suffolks on the right and 1st Northumberland Fusiliers 
on the left (supporting battalions), advanced to the assault of the second 
objective (Blue Line). 

The advance to the first objective was carried out with very few casualties. 
At this point battalions extended for the assault, and at 7.39 p.m. were reported 
waiting for our barrage to lift. 

The barrage lifted on the right at 7.42 a.m. and the attack began. By 
8.10 a.m. the 4th Royal Fusiliers had captured first Nomeny Trench and then 
“The String” and Lynx Trenches. The Suffolks then went through the 
Fusiliers and captured Neuilly Trench without much opposition at 8.30 a.m. 

In the centre the 12th West Yorks advanced through Tilloy and reached 
the eastern edge of the village without difficulty, and assisted in clearing out a 
party of Germans who were causing the 13th King’s some trouble. 

The King’s men, on the left of the attack, advanced close on the heels of 
the barrage. Their right company (their advance was on a two-company front- 
age) took Harfleur Trench, but the left company was held up by machine-gun 
fire. The right company then formed a defensive flank facing north, while the 
left company worked round through Tilloy and advanced on Tilloy Wood. 
Sound leadership, and what the Battalion Diary calls, “undeniable spirit of the 
men,” had carried them through so far and they were full of fight. Tilloy Wood 
was the next difficulty encountered, for it was strongly wired, little of which had 
been cut. Hostile snipers, good shots cunningly concealed, picked off man after 
man, until our barrage put an end for the time being to their activities. One of 
the battalion Lewis guns (placed on the roof of the chdteau in the Wood) 
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was also instrumental in shooting down the snipers and in dispersing three 
hostile parties who were endeavouring to bomb down trenches from the Cambrai 
road. 

The King’s men reached their final objective in front of Tilloy by 8.30 a.m. 
Consolidation then began, the C.O. (Lieut.-Colonel Smythe) taking over 
command of the village by orders from Brigade Headquarters. 

The battalion had captured not only its objective line, but had taken 
19 officers and 449 men of the enemy prisoners, as well as seven machine guns, 
two trench mortars, one bomb thrower and vast quantities of machine-gun 
ammunition in belts, §.A.A., bombs and trench-mortar ammunition. 

Casualties were heavy: Second-Lieuts. E. G. Racine and E. B. Flenley 
were killed, and Second-Lieuts. G. K. Price, G. Carson, A. E. Littler, L. A. 
Bane, H. O. Foot, and H. G. Faragher were wounded; in other ranks the losses 
were 170 killed and wounded. 

It will be remembered that the 3oth Division had been ordered to await 
the result of the attack on Neuville Vitasse by the 56th Division before taking 
part in the battle. The capture of the village was reported at about 10.20 a.m., 
and the 56th Division then attacked the remaining portion of the Blue Line 
which ran round the eastern outskirts of the village. This was accomplished by 
11.38 a.m., and on receiving this information the 21st Brigade of the 3oth 
Division advanced to the attack. The capture of St. Martin-sur-Cojeul early in 
the morning had, indeed, made their task somewhat easier, nevertheless the two 
assaulting battalions of the brigade, z.e., 2nd Wilts. on the right, and 18th King’s 
on the left, had a difficult enough task. The objectives of the 21st Brigade were 
Neuville Vitasse Trench, The Egg (a small German redoubt but of considerable 
strength), and a mass of communication trenches which formed that part of the 
Cojeul Switch Line on the Brigade front. The southern boundary of the brigade 
objective was Natal and Nepal Trenches, inclusive to the brigade; the northern 
boundary was Lion Lane (in the 56th Division area). These trenches ran at right 
angles to Neuville Vitasse Trench and if not taken were likely to give infinite 
trouble to the attacking troops. But the latter trench and Zoo Trench, im- 
mediately behind The Egg, were protected by powerful wire entanglements. 
Perhaps the greatest dangers the Wilts. and the King’s would have to en- 
counter were the targets they would affordas they advanced over a wide expanse 
of open ground about 2,000 yards in depth, before they reached the enemy’s 
wire. There were, moreover, those windmills held as German strong points 
with machine guns, which had already defied capture during the operations early 
on the morning of the 9th. 

Nevertheless, at 11.38 a.m. the Wilts, and King’s men, supported by the 
19th Manchesters and accompanied each by a party of 2nd Green Howards 
as “‘moppers up,” advanced gallantly to the attack, intervals and direction 
being well maintained. 

The two assaulting battalions advanced in artillery formation in three 
waves, the two lines of “‘moppers up” being in rear of the first wave. 

Two sunken roads lay across the line of advance; the first was the 
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Henin—Neuville Vitasse road, and the second the road from St. Martin to 18th Battalion 
Neuville Vitasse. of Apa 

The story of the attack, as made by the 18th King’s (Major W. Campbell, 
commanding), is thus related in the Battalion Diary: ‘“‘The battalion formed the 
left assaulting battalion of the brigade, the 2nd Wiltshire Regiment being on 
the right, 19th Manchester Regiment being in support, and 2nd Battalion 
Yorkshire Regiment furnishing ‘moppers up’ for the two assaulting battalions, 
The brigade advance was timed to begin at hour after ‘Zero,’ suited to 
conform with the movements of 56th Division and other divisions on our left 
further north (near Arras). This battalion’s objective was the front-line system 
Lion Lane on the left (exclusive) to Panther Lane on right (exclusive). This 
sector included the strong point known as “The Egg.’ The brigade advanced at 
prearranged time, i.¢., 11.38 a.m., from position of assembly trenches south of 
Neuville Vitasse to German front line. This necessitated an advance across the 
open of at least 2,000 yards, This area up to Neuville Vitasse-Henin road was 
crossed in artillery formation; after this, owing to machine-gun fire and con- 
siderable resistance from German posts forward in the sunken roads, it was 
found necessary to deploy. During whole movement across the open the 
advancing columns had been under considerable artillery-fire from guns of all 
calibres. On gaining the position immediately in front of German line it was 
found that the wire was practically uncut; this wire formed two strong belts in 
front of German trenches. Two small gaps were eventually discovered and 
Second-Lieut. H. F. Merry gallantly led a bombing party through them, but 
his three remaining men were killed as they reached the German trenches. 

“From the moment the battalion was ‘held up’ in front of German wire 
Capt. R. W. Jones, the senior company commander on the spot, at once began 
the work of consolidating in front of German wire. The battalion held on in 
this position for the remainder of the day, until relieved by the 16th Manchester 
Regiment about 3 a.m. on the roth of April, all the time under intense machine- 
gun and rifle-fire. The following officers did particularly well: Capt. R. W. Jones, 
Second-Lieut. H. F. Merry, Second-Lieut. A. Jacob, Capt. and Adjutant G. M. 
Clayton, Second-Lieut. A. W. Brown. The following N.C.O.s and men were 
also recommended for awards: Company Quarter-Master Sergt. G. D. Thomas, 
Company Sergt.-Major W. L. H. Tressider, Privates H. Shimmen, C. Cooper, 
J. E. Oliver, J. H. Smith, Corporal T. Speak and Lance-Corporal S. Greatbanks. 
Capt. Pearce, R.A.M.C. (attached) also did some fine work.” 

In estimating the casualties the Battalion Diary gives the number of 
officers only, i.¢., two killed,! one missing,? eight wounded, but mentions no 
names, Casualties in other ranks are not given, neither could they be obtained 
from the Brigade Headquarters’ Diary. 

During the night of the 9th/roth of April, the goth Brigade took over the 9/1oth Apri 
line held by the 21st Brigade. 
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On the right of the 21st Brigade the 89th Brigade was waiting to attack as 
soon as the order came to advance. But with the 21st Brigade held up there did 
not seem very much chance of the right brigade getting on. However, as the 
Brigadier of the 89th said: ‘“We had to have a jolly good try and if it succeeded 
then it would help the 21st..... if we had not gone on the division on our right 
would not have been able to go.” 

The brigade had formed up for the attack with the 19th King’s on the right 
and the 20th King’s on the left. The 17th King’s supplied the “‘mopping-up” 
parties and the 2nd Bedfords were in close support. 

It was just after 3 p.m. when the advance began. “According to the 
scheduled time,” says the diary of the 19th Battalion, “the waves advanced 
in good style and with determination; everyone was cheerful and in the best of 
spirits.” 

. That advance is described by others as “magnificent.” From the O.P.s 
the observing officers saw a wonderful sight—long lines of men advancing 
steadily up a long gradual slope towards the enemy’s front line. Then suddenly 
they disappeared. The observers, quite pardonably, imagined that the German 
front line had fallen into the hands of the assaulting troops and that the latter 
were on the way to the enemy’s support line. Alas! something very different had 
happened. When the assaulting troops had reached the summit of the long slope 
up which they had advanced the ground suddenly dipped before the German 
front line, and when the observing officers thought they were already in the 
Bosche lines they had not, as a matter of fact, even reached the wire. What the 
observers took to be the front line was really the support line; the front line 
could not be seen—it lay just behind the crest of that slight rise in the ground. 

The attacking waves of the 19th King’s got within 100 yards of the 
German wire but were then held up. They were faced by three belts of entangle- 
ments, practically untouched by our artillery, and nothing could be done but to 
dig in or else take shelter in the many shell-holes with which “No Man’s Land” 
was pitted. By this time the battalion’s losses were very heavy, and when darkness 
fell “A” and “B” Companies (about 140 in all) lay in shell-holes, two or three 
hundred yards north-east of St. Martin, but just south of the Cojeul River, and 
“C” and “D” Companies (140 all ranks) were along the river bank, but on the 
northern side about 150 yards north-east of St. Martin. 

The first wave of the 20th King’s advanced at 3.7 p.m. At 4 p.m. Lieut. 
Beaumont, commanding “A” Company, reported that he had had some forty 
casualties in passing through the enemy’s barrage. The next message, timed 
4.40 p.m., stated that the position of the battalion at that period was on a crest 
in front of the enemy’s wire and about 100 yards from it. On the right the 
21st Division was observed to have penetrated the enemy’s front line, but on 
the left the right battalion of the 21st Brigade (the Wilts.) was on the St. Martin- 
Neuville Vitasse road; the left flank of the 20th King’s was, therefore, “in the 
air.” 

Urgent messages were sent up from Battalion Headquarters to “push on, 
keeping in touch with right.” But little else could be accomplished until those 
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formidable belts of wire had been cut sufficiently to allow the rapid passage of 17th, roth and 
the attacking troops, headed by their bombers, a ria 

At 9.30 that night 89th Brigade Headquarters ordered both the 19th >? 
and 20th Battalions to withdraw, the former to the two sunken roads running 
south-east from St. Martin, the latter to north-west of St. Martin; the guns 
had been ordered to cut the enemy’s wire during the night in preparation for 
another attack during the 1toth of April. 

Of the 17th King’s—the “‘moppers up”—there is little to relate. There 
was nothing to “mop up” so that they did not function. Yet they had shared 
all the perils of the advance, and when, after they had fallen back and at midnight 
held the following positions, “‘B,” “C” and ““D” Companies in and around the 
sunken road north of Boiry-Becquerelle and “A” Company in trenches west of 
Henin, they had lost 2 officers' and 16 other ranks killed, and 3 officers* and 
48 other ranks wounded. 

Thus the operations, so far as the King’s Regiment was concerned, during 
the 9th of April. 

Along the whole front splendid progress had been made, the greatest 
depth of advance being in the centre east of Arras, where the village of Fampoux 
had fallen into our hands; all but the crest line of the Vimy Ridge had been 
captured by the Canadians. 

In his War Memories General Ludendorff makes the following statement: 
“The battle near Arras on April the 9th formed a bad beginning to the capital 
fighting during the year. April the roth and the succeeding days were critical 
days. A breach of 12,000 to 15,000 yards wide and as much as 6,000 yards or 
more in depth is not a thing to be mended without more ado. It takes a good deal 
to repair the inordinate wastage of men and guns, as well as munitions, that 
result from such a breach.” 

Snow fell heavily during the night of the gth/roth of April, not a pleasant 9 jroth Apnl 
prospect for the fighting to be done next day; the weather seemed to have 
definitely broken on the 9th and indeed for many days after stormy weather 
ensued, heavy falls of snow, squalls of wind and rain being frequent. When 
dawn broke on the 1oth, however, the snow had, for a while, ceased. Orders 
had been issued for the attack to be continued all along the line, but it was 
obvious that in some parts of the line at least further bombardments would 
have to take place before the infantry could assault the powerful trench systems 
in front of them with any chance of success. Along the front of the 30th Division 
for instance, any attack was doomed to failure unless the thick wire entangle- 
ments, which had held up the infantry on the 9th, were sufficiently cut to allow 
the passage of troops. 

The Brigadier of the 89th Brigade, realising that in the short time at his 
disposal it would hardly be possible for the guns to cut all of the wire, chose two 
places each side of the Cojeul River and asked the artillery to concentrate all the 
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guns on them in order to cut lanes through which the troops might enter the 
enemy’s trenches, spread outwards and bomb down the enemy’s trenches. All 
the “‘heavies’” were then turned on to the wire for the field guns, owing to the 
advance, could not cut the wire as they were too far off and had not had time 
to move to new gun positions. 

At 6 a.m, the positions of all battalions of the 89th Brigade were as follows: 
The 19th King’s were in the two sunken roads (two companies in each) running 
south-east from St. Martin-sur-Cojeul; the Bedfords held the village with one 
platoon, and also had two companies and one platoon south-east, and six 
platoons north-west of St. Martin; the 20th King’s were north-west of the 
village, two companies in front about 500 yards from Heninel Trench (the 
German front line), with their left resting on Natal Trench. The 17th King’s 
had two platoons on the St. Martin—Neuville Vitasse road, two in the Henin— 
Neuville Vitusse road and three companies behind Boiry Copse. 

The 18th King’s of the 21st Brigade had been withdrawn as the goth 
Brigade had taken over the front line held by their brigade and were located 
in Schlangen Redoubt, west of Mercatel, and were not again engaged in the 
First Battle of the Scarpe. 

About midday patrols went out from the 20th King’s to examine the 
enemy’s wire, but reported it still uncut. At 2.30 p.m. a patrol from the 19th 
King’s, under Second-Lieut. J. R. J. Machale, reported two gaps only—“very 
indifferent’’—one on either bank of the Cojeul River. 

At 3.45 p.m. news was received that Monchy le Preux had been captured. 
The news was false, but deeming it true, the 19th King’s were ordered to occupy 
the Hindenburg Line on their front. Patrols immediately went out, but were 
greeted with heavy rifle and machine-gun fire and had to fall back. At 4.15 i 
the brigade reported that our cavalry were in Heninel (behind the German front 
line). Again the 20th King’s started to cross “No Man’s Land” and reached 
the crest of a hill between the front line and the Hindenburg Line, where they 
were held up by violent machine-gun fire, one man being killed twenty yards 
from the enemy’s wire. The rumour that mounted troops had entered Heninel 
was, of course, untrue. 

Vigorous patrolling was then ordered by Brigade Headquarters, but all 
attempts to penetrate the enemy’s wire were frustrated, and darkness fell on all 
units holding the same positions they had been in all day. 

The 17th King’s ‘made no move, and for the 1oth of April their diary 
records: “Remained in sunken road.” 

At 1.30 a.m. on the 11th, 89th Brigade Headquarters ordered the 2nd 
Bedfords to enter the enemy’s trenches by way of two gaps which were said 
to exist in his wire—a company through each gap. The company on the left 
was to be followed by two companies of the 20th King’s, the latter to attack up 
a communication trench, the former the trench south of Nepal Trench. The 
brigade on the left of the 89th was to bomb down from the north as far as the 
King’s men. This operation completed, the Bedfords were to capture Heninel. 

At 5.56 a.m. our barrage crept up the German line and the Bedfords 
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approached the gaps in the enemy’s wire, but were heavily fired on by machine ith r9th and 
guns and snipers, and made no headway. The two companies of the King’s, 2t Battthons 


advancing in rear of the left company of the Bedfords, reached the crest of the 
hill in front of the wire to await developments. 

The next part of the story is told in the words of the Brigadier of the 
89th Brigade: “And now comes a thrilling part. We got a message to say that a 
tank was coming over the hill, followed immediately by another. Then we 
heard that the Bosche were running like hares, whereupon I turned all the guns 
on to where they were in Heninel. We must have done a lot of harm to them 
because they were seen by all the F.O.P.s. After the tanks had played about a 
bit, our gallant lads made another effort, but with the same result. As a matter 
of fact the 20th Battalion (King’s) made six efforts, but each time with the 
same result. What happened was that each time the tank approached the 
machine gunners got down into their dug-outs and when it had passed they 
immediately re-appeared. The tanks reported that they had been repeatedly 
fired at by machine guns, but could not locate them. Well, the tanks walked up 
and down their lines but the result was always the same; whenever we tried to 
get across the wire up came the machine gunners. The Bedfords tried repeatedly 
but all no good.... Then I sent a message to one of the tanks (by this time we 
had four of them playing about on our front) that he was to walk up and down the 
wire. This he proceeded to do. Then we heard that the front trench was simply 
teeming with Bosches, so being much afraid of a counter-attack, I had to turn 
on all the guns, bidding them to be careful of our gallant tank. The way they 
went was marvellous. As the tank came along each battery in turn lifted aad he 
was never touched. It was a beautiful bit of work. 

“It now became quite clear that there was no chance of getting into the 
trenches as things were, and I was quite at my wits end. All of these gallant lads 
were getting worn out, when about 5 p.m. we heard that the division on our 
left (6th) had got into the trenches and would bomb down. This they did, 
and it was the Queen Victoria’s Rifles—a most splendid performance. They 
came right down our front and the Bosche fled. Then you should have heard the 
guns; they simply poured stuff on to them. It was good. After that it was plain 
sailing.” 

Capt. Lancaster’s company of the 20th King’s made no less than five 
attempts to get into the enemy’s wire, but each time was driven back. The 
Battalion Diary of the 20th King’s puts the time that the news was received 
that the 56th Division was in the Hindenburg Line as at 1.10 p.m., but at 
4.45 p.m. has the entry: “It is now reported that the whole of the Hindenburg 
Line as far south as the Cojeul river is clear of the enemy and that Nepal Trench 
and Hill go are in our hands.” Hill 90 was just in rear of the Hindenburg Line 
and about 800 yards north-west of Heninel. At 9 p.m. the battalion reports: 
“Battalion resting, sentries posted. All cheery, though tired.” 

Fine fellows! 

The roth King’s made no move throughout the 11th of April, but the 
17th Battalion had concentrated in the sunken road running north from St. 
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Martin and Nagpur Trench. At 2 p.m. they sent forward a patrol which 
seater the Hindenburg Line and obtained touch with troops of the 56th 

ivision then bombing down from the left. One officer—Second-Lieut. H. L. 
Gardner—was wounded. 

On the 12th the 89th Brigade was relieved. Before they went out of the 
line, however, they had the satisfaction of seeing the enemy on the run, for at 
8.10 a.m.the 20th Division reported that the Germans were seen leaving their 
support line. The guns were then turned on to the retiring enemy to hurry his 
departure. 

On relief the brigade moved to Blaireville for the night, bivouacking or 
using whatever dug-outs were available. The weather was terrible—snow, 
sleet and rain fell alternately—and conditions were very bad. The next day the 
brigade marched to the Bailleulmont-Bailleulval-Basseux area. 

Later examination of the line which the King’s men and Bedfords had had 
to attack revealed its extraordinary strength. The trenches were very deep and 
in the support trench there was one long continuous dug-out about thirty-five 
steps down, running for certainly not less than 2,000 yards underground. It was 
about eight feet wide, capable of holding large numbers of men, The wire in 
front of the enemy’s trenches was of the thickest type, and opposite the front 
held by the brigade, was uncut. There were concrete machine-gun emplace- 
ments sticking up only a little above the ground. One had been hit by a large 
shell, but beyond chopping off a small portion of concrete it was undamaged. 

The casualties of the three battalions of the King’s men in the 89th 
Brigade during the operations from the 9th to the 13th of April, inclusive, were: 
17th Battalion—2 officers (names already given) and 16 other ranks killed, 
3 officers and 48 other ranks wounded; 19th Battalion—6 officers! and 217 other 
ranks; 20th Battalion—s other ranks killed, 5 officers (Capt. Lancaster and 
Second-Lieuts. J. H. Worsley, G. H. Huntriss, J. W. Long and C. B. Henry), 
go other ranks wounded, 4 other ranks missing. 

Meanwhile the 14th Division on the oth had attacked the Wancourt- 
Feuchy Line (the Brown Line) along the divisional front and had succeeded 
in occupying it. The 11th King’s, however, all excepting one company which 
had been sent forward to work on the roads through Neuville Vitasse, were 
engaged all day in making wagon roads and mule tracks in order that the 
transport might be able to keep step with the advance. But on the 12th the 
Pioneers moved to Dainville from Arras, and on the 14th had reached Grand 
Rullecourt where they billeted, the 14th Division having been relieved from 
the line. 

On the left of the 14th Division the 8th Brigade, 3rd Division, on the roth 
April, attacked and captured that part of the Wancourt—Feuchy Line on its 
front. The 13th King’s of the gth Brigade made no move (though Battalion 
Headquarters were transferred to the village of Tilloy), and all units of the 
brigade spent the day in consolidating their gains of the previous day. At 
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about 10 p.m. orders were received to be ready to move at fifteen minutes’ 
notice. At 2.30 a.m. on the 11th movement orders came to hand and the 
battalion set out to occupy reserve trenches in front of Bois de Boeufs, Battalion 
Headquarters being established in some disused German gun pits. The 9th 
Brigade was now in Divisional Reserve, the 76th Brigade having been ordered 
to attack Guemappe at 5 a.m. The hour was later changed to 7 a.m., at which 
hour the operation was launched. It was, however, only partially successful, and 
at nightfall the 76th Brigade dug in about 500 yards west of a sunken road in 
front of Guemappe. 

At 9 p.m. orders were received which stated that the 9th Brigade would 
relieve the 76th Brigade in the front line. These orders did not affect the 13th 
King’s, who, with the 4th Royal Fusiliers, remained east of the Bois de Boeufs. 
while the 1st Northumberland Fusiliers and 12th West Yorks took over the 
front line. On the 12th Capt. H. V. Briscoe (13th King’s) was wounded. 

Just before midnight a fresh attack on Guemappe, to take place on the 
13th of April, was ordered, in conjunction with an attack by the VII Corps on 
the high ground south-east of the village. The 9th Brigade was ordered to 
carry out the attack on the front of the 3rd Division. 

At 6.44 p.m. (13th April) the rst Northumberland Fusiliers on the right, 
and the 12th West Yorks. on the left, supported by the 4th Royal Fusiliers and 
13th King’s, advanced to the attack. The two leading battalions crossed the 
sunken road west of the village after being subjected to considerable shell-fire. 
But little progress was made for the enemy’s resistance was severe. The attack 
reached a line 200 yards east of the sunken road, but when darkness fell all 
that could be held was the sunken road itself, which was consolidated. 

The 13th King’s were not called upon to go into the front line. Their 
casualties during the day were Lieut. A. F. Robertson and Second-Lieut. E. M. 
Gardner wounded; casualties in other ranks were forty. 

During the night of the 13th/14th of April, the 9th Brigade was relieved, 
the King’s men handing over their trenches to a battalion of the 87th Brigade 
(29th Division) and marching back to their old positions east of the Bois de 
Boeufs. At 11 a.m. they moved back to Arras with other units of the 9th Brigade. 

Two other battalions of the Regiment, #.¢., 1st King’s of the 2nd Division 
and 4th of the 33rd Division, were in the area of the First Battle of the Scarpe, 
1917, though they did no actual fighting. 

The 1st Battalion, when the offensive opened on the 9th of April, was at 
Chamblain—Chatelain in training. The 2nd Division belonged to the XITI Corps 
which came into the line on the 12th, the 2nd relieving the 51st Division north 
of the Scarpe. The King’s had marched to “X” Huts near Acq, on the roth, but 
on the following day moved to dug-outs south-east of Ecurie. Here they were 
employed (with other units of the 6th Brigade, the 5th and 99th Brigades holding 
front-line trenches) until the 17th of April. 

From Suzanne, where the 4th King’s were in dug-outs and tents on the 
17th of February, the battalion went into the front line for two more short tours 
which were uneventful. On the 9th of March the King’s men marched to 
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“Camp 12,” Chipilly, which they occupied until the 22nd, moving on that date 
to Sailly Laurette, where a further period of nine days’ training was spent. 
On the rst of April the battalion moved to La Houssoye, on the 2nd to Pierregot, 
on the 3rd to Talmas, on the 4th to Gezaincourt, and on the sth to Pommera, 
where a day’s rest from marching was given. On the 7th the march was resumed 
2 Coigneux, for the 33rd Division was moving gradually towards the Arras 
ront. 

On the 8th of April the battalion marched into Berles Aubois, from which 
place the C.O. and Adjutant set out to reconnoitre the Cojeul Valley. The next 
day, when the offensive opened, the battalion was placed under an hour’s notice 
to move, and all surplus kit and greatcoats were stored in the brigade dump. 
But no move took place until the 11th when the brigade moved to Ficheux, 
where it arrived at 2 a.m. on the 12th. During the day they relieved the 17th 
Manchesters of the goth Brigade (30th Division) in a sunken road south of 
Mercatel, where they were in support. In this position they remained throughout 
the 13th and 14th. 


(ii) THE SECOND BATTLE OF THE SCARPE, 1917: APRIL 23np anp 247TH 


By the 14th of April the British advance had reached a point at which the 
difficulty of maintaining communications and of providing adequate artillery 
support for the infantry began seriously to limit progress. ‘The enemy had had 
time to bring up strong reinforcements, and he had somewhat recovered from 
the temporary disorganisation occasioned by our first attacks. Indeed he had 
begun to launch heavy counter-attacks, of which one particularly violent assault 
was delivered on the 14th against Monchy le Preux; this was repulsed with great 
loss, but it demonstrated that we could not develop our success further without a 
return to more deliberate methods. 

Already the offensive had been a great success; our line had been rolled 
forward four miles east, and all the dominating features forming the immediate 
objectives of the attack had been gained. The following significant statement 
then occurs in the official despatches of Sir Douglas Haig: “So far, therefore, 
as my own plans were concerned, it would have been possible to have stopped 
the Arras offensive at this point, and while maintaining a show of activity 
sufficient to mislead the enemy as to my intention, to have diverted forthwith 
to the northern theatre of operations the troops, labour, and material required 
to complete my preparations there.” 

But the French offensive on the Aisne was on the point of being launched. 
Originally planned to open within two or three days of the British attack at 
Arras, bad weather had forced General Nivelle to postpone his offensive until 
the 16th April. In order, therefore, to assist the French attack the offensive at 
Arras was to be continued and the necessary preparations were put in hand for 
again attacking the enemy. 

The above points are important, for they explain why we continued the 
attack east of Arras, whereas it would have been very much to our advantage 
to rest content with the considerable gains already to our credit. 
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The following week saw little change in the British positions on the 4th Battalion 
Arras front. But everyone was hard at work improving communications, 
digging trenches, cutting wire, forming dumps of bombs and ammunition 
and working generally under conditions which demanded the highest qualities 
of courage and endurance. For the enemy’s shell-fire was very heavy and his 
guns vigorously and incessantly shelled the whole area he had lost and which he 
knew we were consolidating. 


The next attack was planned first of all for the 21st of April, but the 
weather conditions were so bad that it was necessary to postpone operations for 
two days. At 4.45 a.m. on the 23rd, however, the second battle opened on a front 
of about nine miles from Croissilles to Gravelle; south-west of Loos, also, a 
minor operation was launched. On the extreme right of the attack, south-east of 
Arras, the 33rd Division had been ordered to seize the high ground west of 
Fontaine lez Croissilles and the Hindenburg Line as far as, and astride the 
Sensee river. 


The tooth Infantry Brigade was to attack on the right and capture that 
portion of the Hindenburg Line which lay immediately south of the river, 
while the 98th Brigade (with two companies, 19th Infantry Brigade attached) 
was to attack on the left, seize the Hindenburg Line on its front just north of the 
river, and also the high ground west of Croisilles. 


The 4th Suffolks and two companies 19th Infantry Brigade, on the right, 
were to bomb down the Hindenburg Line to the Sensee, while the 2nd Argyll 
and Sutherland Highlanders (centre) and 1st Middlesex (left) were to attack 
the high ground. The 4th King’s (less one company) were to be in Brigade 
Reserve. The detached Company (“A”) was to assist the Suffolks in bombing 
down the Hindenburg Line. 


The 4th King’s had moved up into the Hindenburg Support Line on the 
night of the 17th of April, and for several days were engaged in carrying bombs 
up to the front line and in preparing generally for the attack. 


At “Zero” hour on the 23rd both the right and left attacks went forward 23rd Apni 
in fine style and reached their final objectives. Unfortunately, the right attack 
(by the Suffolks assisted by “A” Company, 4th King’s) was driven back to its 
original starting point by a violent bombing attack. This uncovered the right 
flank of the left attack. The result was that the enemy was able to occupy his 
original front line, cutting off one company of the 2nd Argyll and Sutherland 
Highlanders and one company of the 1st Middlesex which had reached their 
final objectives. But these gallant fellows held out until dawn of the 24th, when 
the enemy withdrew hurriedly to the Sensee river. 

The 4th King’s say very little of this attack in their diary: “33rd Division 
takes part in a general attack. ‘Zero 4.45 a.m. Battalion in Brigade Reserve. 
‘A’ Company attached to 4th Suffolks engaged in bombing down the Hinden- 
burg Support Line. All available men engaged on bomb carrying to forward 


1The battalion is not stated. 
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companies. Second-Lieuts. L. W. A. Black and H. S. Aslachen killed, Second- 
Lieut. R. Reid! wounded; estimated casualties other ranks fifty.” 

On the 24th the battalion was relieved and marched to a sunken road 
running south-east from Hennin-sur-Cojeul, and on the following day to billets 
in Beaumetz, where the remainder of the month was spent. 

On the left of the 33rd Division the 30th Division had also attacked the 
enemy, having received orders to capture the high ground west of Cherisy. 

The 30th Division, after the First Battle of the Scarpe, had moved back out 
of the line for rest. The division had fought hard and well and Third Army 
Headquarters wired orders that “no working parties whatever will be taken 
from troops who have come back from fighting to rest,” an order which was 
greatly appreciated. But by the 22nd the Division was back in the line, and in 
the general attack to take place on the 23rd, the goth Brigade was to be in the 
front line, the 21st Brigade in support and the 89th Brigade in reserve. 

The divisional objective was a line running from south-west to north-east 
along the ridge west of Cherisy. The 21st Brigade was in support in the Hinden- 
burg Line, west and north-west of Heninel, from the Cot northwards; the 18th 
King’s were just east of Neuville Vitasse. 

At “Zero” hour on the 23rd (4.45 a.m.) the attack of the goth Brigade, 
made gallantly enough, was held up by German strong points, particularly one 
in a quarry which had not been properly bombarded. The result was a certain 
loss of direction and eventually the attacking troops were back in their original 
front line. Another attack, made during the afternoon, met with similar results, 

At 3 p.m. a message was received at 21st Brigade Headquarters that the 
goth Brigade was back in its old front line and that the 21st Brigade, with the 
18th Manchesters, would attack at 6 p.m. in conjunction with a general attack 
by the corps. A warning order was at once sent off to all units and operation 
orders issued at 3.25 p.m. The 18th Manchesters were to attack on the right 
and the 19th Manchesters on the left; the 18th King’s were to support this 
attack and also to supply “mopping-up”’ parties. 

The story of this attack, so far as it concerned the 18th King’s, is best told 
by the Battalion Diary, for although the attacking troops were successful and 
eventually gained their objective, i.e.. the high ground west of Cherisy, the 
King’s men were unable to carry out the tasks allotted to them owing to the 
short notice given them and the lack of proper provision of guides to conduct 
them to the battalions they were supposed to support. Their diary related the 
operations thus: 

“On the 23rd of April, 1917, the battalion was situated at N.27.b.8.6 (in the 
Hindenburg Line just west of Heninel). Orders were received at about 4.30 p.m. 
to move the battalion forward to the sunken road N.29.c. (this sunken 
road was just east of Heninel and ran from north-east to south-west) and for the 
Commanding Officer to report personally to Brigade Headquarters at N.22.d.6.2 
(in the sunken road north of Heninel).” 


{Died of wounds 14/5/17 
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“The battalion was clear of this position (N.27.b.8.6) by 4.45 p.m. and 8th Battalion 
in position in the sunken road by about 5.30 p.m. The Commanding Officer was 23*¢ Apni 
present on the arrival of the battalion and called together the Company Com- 
manders, giving them verbal orders at 5.35 p.m. They were then disposed as 
follows: Nos. 4 and 1 Companies on the left, Nos. 2 and 3 Companies on the 
right. Nos. 1 and 4 Companies were instructed to provide ‘mopping up’ parties 
to report to O.C., 19th Battalion Manchester Regiment at their Headquarters, 
to be there before 6 p.m. Nos. 2 and 3 Companies were instructed to provide 
‘mopping up’ parties to report to O.C., 18th Battalion Manchester Regiment at 

p.m. ‘Zero’ was 6 p.m., and at this time the assaulting waves of the roth 
Battalion Manchester Regiment and the 18th Battalion Manchester Regiment, 
on the left and right respectively, were to start the attack. The remainder of the 
companies of this battalion were instructed to move at 6.15 p.m. as supporting 
waves to the attack, with special instructions that on reaching the German front 
and support lines they should consolidate them. : 

“The Company Commanders rejoined their companies at 5.45 p.m. and 
immediately detailed the ‘mopping’ parties required. ‘Zero’ being fixed for 
6 p.m. there was not time for them to report to the respective units to which 
they had been detailed before that hour. Apart from this there were no guides, 
and they had only a map reference to find the spot. Every effort was made by 
the officers to get in touch with the 18th Manchester Regiment and 19th 
Manchester Regiment, respectively, but without success. The officers in charge 
of the ‘mopping up’ parties pushed forward behind where they presumed the 
assaulting waves had gone forward but never got in touch with them. 


“The parties got split up in various directions and occupied temporarily 
various parts of the trenches. 


“The rest of the battalion that had been detailed as supporting waves 
pushed forward. On reaching the old British front line they found the barrage 
so heavy, and not knowing exactly the position of the objective or being in touch 
with the assaulting troops, took up a temporary position in shell-holes and the 
Company Commanders went forward to reconnoitre. 


“As a result of this reconnaissance it was decided to consolidate that 
particular point, having regard to the heavy casualties they had suffered and the 
impossibility of moving the men forward without incurring further casualties. 
There were a few men of other units in the German practice trenches (about 
1,500 yards east of Heninel). The fact of a large body of troops withdrawing on 
the right influenced this decision not to push forward at that particular stage. 

‘‘Later on, under cover of darkness, all the troops that could be collected 
were moved back to the old British front line. Here the ‘mopping up’ parties 
rejoined and companies were reorganised. 

‘At 3 a.m. (24th) the battalion moved forward and consolidated on a line 24th Apnl 
astride the road in N.30.c.” (this road ran just south and in a north-westerly 
to south-easterly direction of the German practice trenches previously referred 
to). Every effort was made to get in touch with any troops that might have been 
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on our flank, but without success. The battalion was at this time approxi- 
mately eighty strong.) 

“At 7.30 a.m. on the 24th instructions were received from the Company 
Commanders that the enemy appeared to have retired from the ground in front, 
over the next crest. 

‘At 8.30 p.m., in accordance with orders which had been received, the 
battalion moved forward to take up a position 0.31.b.01.4§5 to 0.25.b.50.05” 
(this was part of the original objective of the attack). “This was successfully 
accomplished and the battalion occupied these trenches. The front-line trench 
was consolidated and a support line dug 100 yards in rear and the trenches 
joined up with the flanks, 2nd Battalion Wiltshire Regiment on the right and 
the 2nd Battalion Yorkshire Regiment on the left. Three advanced posts were 
put out 100 yards in front. The casualties during these operations were as 
follows: killed —Second-Lieut. C. D. Calcott and 19 other ranks; wounded— 
Second-Lieuts. C. T. Radcliffe, D. Kerrin, F. J. Blythe and 71 other ranks; 
missing—z2o other ranks; died of wounds—1 other rank. Total, 4 officers and 
111 other ranks.” 

The 18th King’s remained in this position during the 26th, 27th and 
28th, until at nightfall on the latter date the battalion was relieved and moved 
back to the Hindenburg Line. On the 26th Major Mostyn Owen (Rifle Brigade) 
arrived and assumed command of the battalion, but he was, unfortunately, 
wounded while going forward to visit the companies. 

Meanwhile the 89th Brigade had moved up behind the 21st Brigade in 
support. On the 24th of April the Bosche was gradually turned out of his 
positions, finally retiring, and orders were issued to the 89th Brigade to take 
over part of the front line on the 25th with a view to attacking Cherisy. But the 
attack did not materialise, and the 30th Division was informed that the 18th 
Division would take over the line between the 27th and 29th. 

The three battalions of the King’s men of the 89th Brigade, however, 
had a busy time while in the line. The 17th Battalion moved up to positions east 
of Heninel on the 23rd, and on the 24th supported the 21st Brigade. On the 
2sth “A” and “C” Companies relieved two companies of the 2nd Yorkshires 
(21st Brigade) in the front line opposite Cherisy. These two companies were 
relieved on the 28th by troops of the 18th Division and moved back to the 
Hindenburg Line west of Wancourt; the battalion lost Second-Lieut. L. Band 
and eleven other ranks killed and eleven other ranks wounded on this date. 

The 19th King’s on the 23rd had moved up to the cross-roads in Neuville 
Vitasse and bivouacked on the open ground near the Sugar Factory. At 
10.25 a.m. on the 24th the battalion moved under urgent orders to the Hinden- 
burg Line south-east of the village. But no orders came until 5.15 p.m., when 
one company (“A”) was ordered to report to the Royal Engineers to act as a 
working party for the construction of strong points in the Blue Line about 

1The strength of the 18th King’s given here in the brigade records 1s “eighty-strong” plus the 


115 casualties (officers and other ranks) given before, and makes the total strength as 195; it seems small 
but such are the records. 


1917] REST, AND REINFORCEMENTS NECESSARY 407 


800 yards east of Wancourt. Just after midnight another party of 100 other 
ranks from “D’’ Company were detailed for burial purposes and to report to 
the Burial Officer at 9 a.m. They went forward to an area east of Wancourt 
and north of the Tower, and although subjected to considerable shell-fire, 
worked hard until 3.30 a.m., when they marched back to bivouacs, and on the 
morning of the 26th rejoined the battalion. 

At 10.15 a.m. the operations against Cherisy were cancelled, and notification 
was received that the division would be relieved between the 27th and the 29th, 
meanwhile, the consolidation of trenches and improvement of observation was 
to be carried out energetically. Next, during the afternoon, another company was 
detailed as a burial party, “D” being sent to an area on the south-eastern out- 
skirts of Heninel. The three remaining companies were detailed as carrying 
parties for the 17th and 20th Battalions in the front line; some platoons of these 
companies did not return to the battalion until 4.20 a.m. on the 27th. Burial 
duties, cleaning up the trenches and generally getting them fit for the incoming 
battalion, occupied the 19th King’s throughout the 27th, and at 4.30 p.m. they 
received orders to entrain at Arras on the 28th. Before 5 a.m. the next morning 
King’s men were on their way back to Arras, where they entrained at 5.30 p.m. 
for Petit Houvin. 

From the Neuville Vitasse area the 20th King’s first moved to the Hinden- 
burg Line, in reserve, at 8.30 p.m. on the 23rd. At 2 a.m. on the 24th strong 
Ree went out in a south-easterly direction to reconnoitre the Hindenburg 

ine as far as Hill 105. They returned at 5 a.m., reporting the line clear of the 
enemy and that they had got touch with the 4th King’s (33rd Division), who were 
200 yards on the right on the 20th Battalion. At 4.15 p.m. the battalion, with 
the 17th King’s, moved forward and took over the support line which then ran 
from north-east to south-west in front of the German practice trenches (already 
mentioned), where they worked hard on consolidating the line. A fairly quiet 
night followed, but at daybreak the guns of both sides broke out into vigorous 
shell-fire. When darkness had passed the 20th and 17th King’s relieved the 
two right and two left companies of the 2nd Yorkshires in the front line. The 
night of the 25th/26th was spent in work on the defences. Both on the 26th 
and 27th the line was vigorously shelled by the enemy, though casualties were 
fortunately light. At 10 p.m. on the 28th troops of the 18th Division arrived 
and took over the line, the 2oth Battalion moving back by companies to the 
Hindenburg Line, where the remainder of the night was spent. Early on the 
29th the battalion marched off via Neuville Vitasse and Beaumain to Arras, 
where they entrained. 

“By the 29th of April,” said the G.O.C., 89th Brigade, “we had moved 
back right away from the fighting, and it was very necessary, after what we had 
gone through, we must have a rest, and what was more necessary than that, 
reinforcements.” 

In the operations from the 23rd to the 25th April, inclusive, good progress 
had been made. Gavrelle, north of the Scarpe, had been taken and held despite 
four desperate counter-attacks on the 23rd, and three on the 24th. Guemappe, 
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south of the river, had also been captured as well as the whole of the high 

nd overlooking Fontaine lez Croisilles and Cherisy. Good progress had also 
seh made east of Monchy-le‘Preax and on the left bank of the Scarpe and on 
Greenland Hills 


(iii) THE BATTLE OF ARLEUX, APRIL 28th-29th 


It is probable that, left to the pursuit of his own plans, Sir Douglas Haig 
would have stopped the Arras offensive after the Second Battle of the Scarpe. 
But the insistent demands of the French Higher Command that the British 
should continue to attack the.enemy with the idea of attracting still heavier 
German forces to the Arras front could not be ignored. For the French opera- 
tions on the Aisne and in Champagne were not meeting with that degree of 
success anticipated by an optimistic French Staff. They had, indeed, come very 
near to failure. Moreover, the enormous losses suffered by our Allies in costly 
attacks made in massed formation, had produced discontent, and even mutiny, 
in the French Armies. Had Sir Douglas Haig been permitted to stop his 
offensive at Arras and then transfer his sphere of operations in the early summer 
to Flanders, those terrible battles—known to many as “Bloody Passchendaele”’ 
—might never have been. 

One finds in the official despatches dealing with the Battle of Arras, 1917, 
this phrase: “In order to assist our Allies ....’’ repeated once more with all its 
terrible significance. Yet in a war of nations allied against nations, the ‘‘com- 
bined offensive” must prevail. 

After the Second Battle of the Scarpe, therefore, Sir Douglas said: “In 
order to assist our Allies I arranged that until their object had been attained I 
would continue my operations at Arras. The necessary adjustments of troops, 
guns and material required to complete my preparations for my northern 
operations, were accordingly postponed, and preparations were undertaken for 
a repetition of my attacks on the Arras front until such time as the results of the 
French offensive should have declared themselves.” 

There was now little prospect of gaining any extent of ground. The 
enemy’s resistance had not only hardened, but he was delivering counter-attack 
after counter-attack with great determination and a lavish expenditure of men, 
so much so that Sir Douglas Haig is constrained to make the statement that 
“the strengthening of the enemy’s forces opposite my front necessarily brought 
about for the time being the characteristics of a wearing-out battle.” 

On the 28th of April the third battle opened on a front of about eight 
miles north of Monchy-le Preux. But the need for economising troops was great 
and the objectives of this attack were, therefore, shallow. Yet, in order to make 
the attack as imposing as possible, demonstrations were carried out southwards 
to the Arras—Cambrai road and northwards towards the Souchez river. 


tAlthough the 3rd Division was in the front line the oth Brigade was billeted in Arras during the 
sone from the 23rd to the 24th inclusive; the 13th King’s Regiment was not, therefore, engaged in 
e battle. 
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The sector in this attack of particular interest to the King’s Regiment was 
that of Oppy Wood and village, and the enemy’s trenches about half-way 
between the latter and Arleux. This was the point of attack by the 2nd Division. 
But although their brigade (the 6th) attacked the enemy on the morning of the 
28th of April, the 1st King’s were not one of the attacking battalions, the latter 
consisting of the 13th Essex, on the right, and the 17th Middlesex on the left; 
the 2nd South Staftords were in support and the King’s men in reserve, though 
ordered to furnish carrying parties during the operations. 


The 1st King’s were last mentioned on the 17th of April, at work on the 
roads and light railway in the neighbourhood of Rollincourt. But the following 
evening the 6th Brigade moved up into the front line in relief of the 5th Brigade, 
and the King’s men took over dug-outs along the railway embankment west of 
Bailleul, where they were in close support. The improvement of dug-outs, 
construction of defensive posts, and the digging of a communication trench up 
in the front line in preparation for the attack on Oppy Wood, kept the battalion 
busy until the 22nd, when companies relieved the South Staffords in the right 
sub-sector of the front line. The next day the 63rd Division attacked Gavrelle, 
the King’s men assisting with Lewis-gun and rifle-fire. The following night 
Major Alban and Lieut. Ward carried out a reconnaissance of the enemy's 
wire in front of Oppy Trench. 


The battalion was relieved in the front line on the night of the 25th and 
moved back to support positions, thence on the 26th to dug-outs in the old 
British line near Roclincourt in reserve. 

The night before the attack opened (27th) the King’s men moved forward 
apain into close support in the railway cutting west of Bailleul. For the operations 
to begin the next morning, four carrying parties were supplied (#) Second-Lieut. 
E. R. Mace and twenty-seven R. and F. for carrying between brigade and 
battalion dumps; (i#) Second-Lieut. A. T. Hunt and twenty R. and F. for 
attachment to the 17th Middlesex; (t#) Second-Lieut. E. W. Lamont and twenty 
R. and F, for attachment to the 13th Essex; (#v) Second-Lieut. G. Pollard and 
twenty R. and F. for attachment to the 6th Trench Mortar Battery. 


Of the attack, which was launched at 4.25 a.m. on the 28th, the King’s 
men thus saw little, for the carrying parties left no records of their labours, The 
records of the attacking battalions make thrilling reading, yet in a regimental 
history it is undesirable to describe the doings of other units unless such des- 
cription assists the story. It may be assumed, however, that the carrying parties 
carried out their duties with their usual devotion, for upon their labours in 
getting supplies of ammunition and bombs forward, the successful issue of a 
stiff fight often depended. 

The general result of the attack by the 2nd Division was the gain of a 
small section of ground on the northern side of Oppy Wood and a slight advance 
of the line in front of it. But that was all. The struggle was intense and both sides 
lost heavily. 

Late at night on the 28th the 1st King’s were relieved and moved back to 
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the same old dug-outs near Roclincourt, where they remained in position until 
the end of the month. 

Another battalion of the Regiment (13th King’s) of the 3rd Division was 
billeted in Arras during the operations, but took no part in them. 


(iv) THE THIRD BATTLE OF THE SCARPE, 1917:’3nv-47H MAY 


Five days after the Battle of Arluex another attack, similar to that of 
the 28th of April, was made by the Third and First Armies from Fon- 
taine-lez-Croisilles to Fresnoy, while the Fifth Army was engaged in flanking 
operations by attacking the Hindenburg Line in the neighbourhood of 
Bullecourt.1 The operations which opened on the 3rd of May, therefore, covered 
a front of over sixteen miles. The extended front of attack, #.¢., the Fifth Army 
operations, was again occasioned at the request of the French, who were to 
deliver their attack against the Chemin des Dames on the sth of May. 

Three battalions of the King’s Regiment were engaged in the battle which 
opened at 3.45 a.m. on the 3rd of May. They were the 1st Battalion (2nd 
Division), 13th Battalion (3rd Division), and the 11th Battalion (Pioneers of the 
14th Division). 

The sector of the front to be attacked by the 2nd Division lay between 
Oppy and Fresnoy. The first objective was the line of Fresnoy Trench from a 
point where the Oppy—Fresnoy road cut Fresnoy Trench to the southern part 
of Fresnoy Wood. A portion of Oppy Support Trench, and the establishment 
of strong points on the road running north-east from Oppy Village, were other 
objectives of the attack. 

The Battle of Arleux had left the 2nd Division so weak in numbers, and 
the infantry so exhausted from the heavy fighting, that the division should have 
been withdrawn at once to a rest area to be made up to strength and recuperate. 
But one of the penalties we gained by keeping on the offensive longer than we 
should have done, in order to assist our Allies, was that divisions, already 
weakened, were bled still further, almost to the last gasp. Such was the case 
with the 2nd Division, which, for the first time in the war, found itself so short 
of men that when, at a conference held on the 30th of April, at which the forth- 
coming operations were discussed, the division was given 1,000 yards of frontage 
to attack, the G.O.C. was forced to explain that the only way in which he could 
attack was to form a composite brigade from the remnants of the three oh rae 

The formation of the composite brigade was ordered on the 1st of May. 
There were to be four battalions—‘A,” “B,” “C” and “D”—the Brigade 
Commander being the Brigadier of the 99th Brigade. The battalion of special 
interest to King’s men is “B” Battalion, for it was formed of two companies of 
the 1st King’s, one company 2nd South Staffords, and one company 13th 
Essex, the C.O. being Lieut.-Colonel S. E. Norris, of the King’s Regiment. 


1The Battle of Bullecourt, 3rd-17th May. 
3 *On the 1st of May the combined fighting strength of the three infantry brigades was only 3,581 
ranks. 
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All told the composite brigade numbered roughly 1,800 all ranks, who were to 
attack a frontage of at least 1,400 yards—a formidable task indeed. 

The composite brigade was ordered to relieve the sth Infantry Brigade 
in the front line on the night of the 2nd May, “B” Battalion taking over the 
right of the line, “C” Battalion the left, with “D” in support and “A” in reserve. 
In this formation they were to attack the enemy at 3.45 the next morning. 
The 31st Division, on the right, was attacking Oppy, and the Canadians, on the 
left, were to capture Fresnoy. 

The particular objectives allotted to “B” Battalion were Fresnoy Trench, 
along the battalion front, and portions of Oppy Support Trench and Crucifix 
Lane, to the southern divisional boundary! With something less than 400 men 
at his disposal the C.O. of “B”’ Battalion had no easy task before him. 

On the night of the 1st/2nd of May the ground over which the attack was 
to be made was reconnoitred. This reconnaissance (it may be mentioned) was 
carried out by Major A. E. Winter of the 23rd Royal Fusiliers, under heavy 
shell and machine-gun fire and through several barrages—it was a most gallant 
feat. 

On the night of the 2nd the forming-up line was taped out by the Royal 
Engineers. 

At 9 p.m., as the troops were moving up to their assembly positions, the 
divisional artillery put down a Chinese barrage on the enemy’s trenches, which 
drew retaliation on all the lines of approach to the forming-up area. The result 
was delay, many casualties and interference with the carrying forward of 
ammunition and supplies. Both “B” and “C” Battalions were, in consequence, 
late in getting “lined out,” for at 1.30 a.m. the enemy put down a heavy barrage 
on the forming-up area, which continued until 2.30 a.m. At 3 a.m. he again 
opened fire, and finally, at 3.44 a.m., one minute before our “Zero” hour, he 
put down yet another barrage which gradually increased in volume until about 
three minutes after “Zero” when it became intense. 

The bright moonlight had no doubt revealed the troops as they moved up 
to the taped line and lay down ready for our barrage to open. The right and left 
attacking companies of “B” Battalion consisted of the two companies of the 
Ist King’s; the other two companies, #.e., South Staffords and Essex, had lost 
their way and were late in reaching the forming-up line. 

At “Zero” hour, therefore, the two companies of King’s men advanced 
to the attack. They had to pass through heavy shell-fire and were met by 
machine-gun and rifle-fire from the enemy’s trenches. They suffered heavy 
casualties, but succeeded in capturing the left half of their portion of Fresnoy 
Trench, where they gained touch with the right of “C” Battalion (i¢., the 
Berkshires). The right of the King’s, however, was held up and could not get on, 
the enemy’s machine-gun and rifle-fire being terrific. The two companies which 
had lost their way, i.e., the South Staffords and Essex, arrived a few minutes 
after ‘‘Zero,” but on reaching the Oppy-Fresnoy road, caught the full blast of 


1Without giving co-ordinates it is impossible to describe the boundary marks. 
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the enemy’s artillery and machine-gun barrage and were forced to take shelter 
in shell-holes, and whatever cover they could obtain. 

Meanwhile the left of the King’s, having gained a footing in Fresnoy 
Trench, turned southwards and began a bombing attack down the trench. They 
took some fifty or sixty prisoners and a machine gun. Lewis guns were then 

ushed out to the front and the trench (especially that portion of it near the 
junction of Oppy Support and Crucifix Lane) was prepared for defence. 

The enemy’s counter-attack was launched almost immediately. Down 
Oppy Support and Crucifix Lane the Bosche bombers swarmed in large numbers. 
By 5 a.m. their snipers and bombers, covered by a galling machine-gun fire, 
were heavily attacking the southern portion of our line. Still fighting des- 
perately, ““B” Battalion clung to its position, but after thirty minutes’ resistance 
against heavy odds, the bomb supply having run out with little chance of 
replenishing it, and their losses being heavy, the survivors were obliged to 
evacuate the trench and fall back. The battalion and its attached company ‘‘D” 
Battalion, then dug in astride the Oppy—Fresnoy road (which fortunately was 
a sunken road) and consolidated a position facing south-east. On the right of 
“B” Battalion the 31st Division had failed to capture Oppy, and the heavy 
counter-attack against the right of the composite brigade was the result. The 
right of “C’’ Battalion, on the left of “B,” had also captured the line of Fresnoy 
Trench along its front, but had been similarly forced back to the sunken road; 
the left of “C,” however, clung to its gains and held Fresnoy Trench to the 
southern part of Fresnoy Wood. 

No further advance along the front of the composite brigade was made 
during the day, and when darkness had fallen the 13th Brigade (sth Division) 
relieved the worn-out troops of the 2nd Division. The relief was completed at 
3.40 a.m. on the 4th of May, and the whole of the 2nd Division was withdrawn 
to the Bajus Chateau-Dieval-Bray—Barjus area, the 1st King’s moving to a 
camp between Arras and Roclincourt. 

The casualties of the 1st King’s in this action were heavy. Before the 
battle the battalion was so weak that it had been formed into two companies— 
“A” and “B” (commanded by Capt. F. R. Hutson) and “C” and “D” (com- 
manded by Capt. N. J. Bannatyne). Two officers, Capt. N. J. Bannatyne,! first 
reported wounded and missing, and Capt. R. G. Bland, reported missing, were 
afterwards found to have been killed. In other ranks the losses were 106, killed, 
wounded or missing. 

In the meantime the 3rd Division (8th Brigade on the right and gth Brigade 
on the left) had assaulted the enemy’s line east and south-east of Monchy le 
Preux. The 9th Brigade was to attack from a north and south line just east of 
Monchy—the 4th Royal Fusiliers on the right and 13th King’s on the left— 


1Capt. N. J. Bannatyne was seriously wounded early in the fight, but gallantly remained in com- 
mand of his company in the front line. He was the grandson of the late Lieut.-Colonel J. Millar Ban- 
natyne, grand-nephew of Lieut.-Colonel W. Bannatyne, and nephew of Lieut.-Colonel W. S. Bannatyne, 
killed at Ypres in October, 1914, whilst commanding the 1st Battalion; all were “King’s men.” 
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forming a front line of the attack whose objective was a north and south line 
east of Bois des Aubepines and Infantry Hill. 

On the night of the 1st May the 13th King’s moved from Arras by com- 
pe at intervals of fifteen minutes, the first company marching off at 8.15 p.m, 

hroughout the night of the 1st/2nd of May and during the 2nd the battalion 
remained in the front-line trenches, but at about 1 a.m. on the 3rd moved to 
their assembly positions for the attack. At 9.35 on the previous evening 
(2nd) the Bosche had placed a heavy gas-shell, shrapnel, and high-explosive 
barrage on the whole area west of Monchy and the ground south of it. The 
barrage gradually increased in intensity through the night, and was in progress 
when an attack was launched the following morning. This barrage threw the 
back area into confusion. The two supporting battalions of the 9th Brigade 
(1st Northumberland Fusiliers and 12th West Yorks.) having to wear their box 
respirators, in the darkness, lost direction. Many officers and men were sick 
from the gas fumes. Casualties were numerous. All telephone wires were cut and 
visual communication impossible owing to smoke and gas, and runners with 
messages were greatly handicapped, getting through the barrage with difficulty. 
Brave fellows, their’s was an unenviable task. 

At 3.45 a.m. on the 3rd our barrage, in spite of the gas and lachrymatory 
fumes which hung about the batteries near Monchy, opened punctually. It was 
followed almost immediately by the enemy’s barrage. 

The attack then took place. The advance of the 13th King’s is told in their 
own words: “‘At 3.45 a.m. the two leading companies moved out of the front- 
line trench. Strong Lewis-gun fire was maintained on the enemy’s front line to 
prevent his escaping the barrage by leaving his trenches. 

“Notwithstanding the difficulty presented by the darkness which had not 
lifted, the leading companies hugged the barrage, although assailed by heavy 
machine-gun fire, and the attack progressed to a line running north and south 
about 100 yards east of the Bois des Aubepines. 

“A hostile counter-attack was launched at the leading companies from the 
north and north-east. It was completely beaten back, but the line was greatly 
depleted by machine-gun and rifle-fire from the northern flank and also from a 
north-westerly direction which took it in the rear. 

“A second and strong hostile counter-attack, which was delivered from 
the northern flank, was met very gallantly, but the line was by this time so thin, 
no supports having come up, that a withdrawal was necessary to prevent the 
troops being cut off. The withdrawal was carried out in good order in 
conjunction with the 4th Royal Fusiliers back to the original front-line 
trenches.” 

Throughout the remainder of the 3rd of May and the following days, 
until relieved, the King’s men consolidated their position though constantly 
under heavy fire. 

The battalion lost ten officers in the above attack, four of whom (Capt. 
H. E. Coates, Lieut. J. A. Phillips and Second-Lieuts. H. B. Williams and 
A. J. Innes), were killed, five wounded (Capts. G. W. Byng and J. Hunter, and 
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Second-Lieuts. W. M. Lee, E. Harris and D. F. Wilkinson) and one (Second- 
Lieut. Mc. C. Daly) missing. 

The Battalion Diary does not give the casualties among other ranks, but 
the Brigade Headquarters Diary for May, 1917, records the total losses of the 
13th King’s from the 2nd to the 12th of May as 12 officers, killed, wounded? 
and missing, 46 other ranks killed, 139 wounded, and 32 missing—total 
217. 

The battalion was relieved on the night of the 11th/12th and moved back 
to trenches north of the Cambrai road. 

The 11th King’s, Pioneers of the 14th Division, had returned to Arras 
after a well-earned rest out of the battle area from the 14th to the 27th of April. 
But no sooner were they back again than off they went out into the forward 
area for work on assembly trenches in the Guemappe area and on the Tilloy- 
Wancourt road. 

During the operations on the 3rd and 4th the Pioneers moved to the 
Wancourt area, but little work could be done owing to the situation. Communi- 
cation trenches were dug and lorry and wagon tracks made to the R.E. dump on 
the Tilloy-Wancourt road. 


ACTIONS ON THE HINDENBURG LINE: 2orn MAY-16rx JUNE 


On the sth of May the French attacked the Chemin des Dames, north of 
the Aisne, and gained a footing on a front of forty kilometres, ‘‘This,” records 
Sir Douglas Haig in his despatches, “brought to an end the first half of our 
general plan and marked the close of the Spring campaign on the Western front.” 
At a conference held at French General Headquarters on the 4th and sth of 
May, it was decided to give immediate effect to the British plan for a northern 
offensive, and, in the course of the despatches quoted above, the British Com- 
mander-in-Chief says: “I was at length able to turn my full attention, and to 
direct the bulk of my resources, to the development of my northern plan of 
operations. Immediate instructions were given by me to General Sir Herbert 
Plumer, commanding the Second Army, to be prepared to deliver an attack on 
the 7th of June against the Messines~Wytschaete Ridge, the capture of which, 
owing to the observation from it over our positions further north in the Ypres 
Salient, was an essential preliminary to the completion of the preparations for 
my principal offensive east and north of Ypres.” 

But “a necessary part of the preparations for the Messines attack was the 
maintenance of activity on the Arras front, sufficient to keep the enemy in doubt 
as to whether our offensive there would be proceeded with. I therefore directed 
the armies concerned to continue active operations with such forces as were left 
to them. The required effect was to be attained by a careful selection of important 
objectives of a limited nature, elaborate preparations for attack, concentration 
of artillery and economy of infantry.” 


10n the gth Second-Lieut. A. Wiles was wounded, and Capt. E. B. Collin was wounded on the 
roth, 
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Roeux and Bullecourt were attacked, the first falling into our hands on the 4% Battaboa 
night of the 13th/14th of May, the second on the 17th of May. 

“On the 20th of May fighting was commenced by the 33rd Division for 
the sector of the Hindenburg Line lying between Bullecourt and our front line 
west of Fontaine lez Croisilles,’”” 

In this fighting the 4th King’s were actively engaged. The battalion 
remained out of the front line, billeted in Beaumetz lez Loges until the 2nd of 
May, when a move was made to Douchy les Ayette, where until the 11th 
training was continued. On the latter date, however, the battalion returned to the 
front line, relieving the roth K.O.Y.L.I. in the Hindenburg Line near Fontaine 
lez Croisilles. But the enemy was comparatively quiet, and after four days the 
King’s were relieved and marched back to Boyelles until their turn came again 
(after four days’ rest) to go into the forward trenches. This tour began on the ‘9th May 
19th of May, the day before the attack. 

On the 16th, 98th Brigade Headquarters had issued operation orders,* of 
which the opening paragraph states: ‘“The enemy’s retirement to a line of 
defences further in rear is reported to be imminent.” The rgth Infantry Brigade, 
on the right of the divisional front, was to attack The Hump and then form a 
defensive flank facing south-east; the tooth Brigade in the centre was to attack 
that portion of the Hindenburg Line which lay between the Croisilles~Hende- 
court and Croisilles—-Fontaine roads (inclusive); the 98th Brigade on the left 
was to attack down the Hindenburg Line from a block in the line as far as the 
Croisilles—Fontaine road. 

The attack of the 98th Brigade was to be carried out by the 4th King’s 
Regiment. “Zero” hour was fixed at 5.15 a.m. on the 20th of May. As already 
stated, the battalion moved up into trenches south-west of Fontaine lez Croisilles 
on the night of the rgth. 

Half a minute before “Zero” hour the next morning the barrage opened oth May 
and a mine was exploded beneath the Hindenburg Support Line. 

The King’s men advanced rapidly behind the barrage and at once began to 
bomb their way down the Hindenburg Line. By 5.50 a.m. they had made good 
progress, though the early morning mist made it impossible to say how far. At 
6.25 a.m. the C.O. reported his companies working down Fop Lane from the 
Hindenburg Front Line to the Hindenburg Support Line, and later he sent 
another message back with the information that he had consolidated in the latter 
line thirty yards north of its junction with River Road. About 4 p.m. the 
battalion, reinforced in the meantime by two companies of the 1st Middlesex, 
reorganised. At this period the position was that the division had captured the 
Hindenburg front trench, but the Support Line south of River Road was still 
held by the enemy. A second attack was launched at 7 p.m. by the 2nd Argyll 
and Sutherland Highlanders, the King’s men and Middlesex remaining in their 
positions. This attack succeeded in gaining some 200 yards of the support line, 
but was then held up. 

1Official Despatches. 
*The attack was originally intended for the 17th of May. 
BB 
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Late on the 20th the 4th King’s were relieved and moved back to Boyelles, 
which they reached in the early hours of the 21st. Their losses in the attack were 
Capt. R. T. Patey and Second-Lieuts. H. R. Hubble, A. Corbridge, F. James 
and J. Robinson killed, and Second-Lieuts. Burton, Ager and Moore wounded. 
Fifteen other ranks were killed and seventy-nine wounded. 

On the 27th the 33rd Division again attacked the enemy, .e., 19th Brigade 
on the right and 98th Brigade on the left. The 4th King’s carried out the attack 
of the latter brigade. But, barring the capture of a machine-gun emplacement 
which was held against all attempts to turn them out, the King’s men made little 
advance. Their casualties were twenty-four other ranks killed and wounded. 
On the 28th they were relieved and moved back to camp at Boyelles. On the 
3oth the 98th Brigade was relieved and moved back as a whole to Blaireville. 
Only one tour of four days (from the 20th to the 24th of June) in Brigade 
Reserve was spent by the battalion in the forward area during June) and on the 
30th they were back again in Boyelles. 

Step by step that portion of the Hindenburg Line, which lay between 
Bullecourt and our front line west of Fontaine lez Croisilles, was taken from the 
enemy, and by the 16th of June touch between those two points had been 
gained. By which time also the first phase of the Flanders offensive (the Battle 
of Messines, 1917) had been launched with conspicuous success. 


CHAPTER XXXII 
THE SUMMER OF 1917: TRENCH WARFARE 


F the twenty-one battalions of the King’s Regiment in France and 

Flanders at the time the Battles of Arras, 1917, were in progress, 

only eight were engaged in that great struggle; the remaining thirteen 

battalions were engaged in trench warfare in other sectors of the long 
line of sand-bagged trenches which stretched from the Belgian coast to the 
southern banks of the Somme river. 

Their lives, or rather their existence, may paradoxically be described as 
both normal and abnormal, according to the point of view one takes. Normal 
trench warfare was purgatory, for abnormal trench warfare there was no name 
sufficiently descriptive. So far as living in the trenches was concerned, deeper 
dug-outs and a greater provision of “comforts” made life more bearable than it 
was in 1914-1915. But against the question of comfort was the increased (and 
steadily increasing) “science of killing’; death had become more horrible, more 
frequent and more like scientific murder in 1917 than in any previous year. 
Even the period under review—the summer of 1917—witnessed a thing which 
had no comparison in any previous war, i.¢., the simultaneous explosion of nine- 
teen mines beneath the German trenches on the Messines front, which shook 
the earth miles from the scene of operations and created unprecedented havoc 
in the enemy’s positions. In the construction of these mines no less than 8,000 
yards of gallery were driven and over 1,000,000 Ib. of the most powerful 
explosive used. Little wonder that the despatches reported: “The simultaneous 
discharge of such an enormous aggregate of explosive is without parallel in land 
mining, and no actual experience existed of the effects which would be produced.” 

The world’s greatest scientists and inventors were harnessed for the killing 
of men! 

While the grim struggle at Arras was in progress, the Germans down on 
the Somme were being harassed in the last stages of their retreat to the Hinden- 
burg Line, for they were not allowed to settle, unhindered, in their new defences. 

The narrative turns first to the 12th Battalion of the King’s Regiment, 
which on the sth of April had relieved the 11th K.R.R.C. in the new line east 
of Metz-en-Couture, which had on the previous day been captured by troops 
of the 59th Brigade (also of the 20th Division). 

Three companies of the King’s men had taken over the front line, which on 
this date ran round the eastern and north-eastern outskirts of the village, thence 
westwards and north-westwards, embracing the villages of Neuville Bour- 
jonval and Royaulcourt. 

The Bosche was slowly falling back but was contesting our advance. His 
new defences—the Hindenburg Line—ran in a south-east to north-east direction 
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through Havrincourt, crossing the Canal du Nord some 2,000 yards north 
of the village. This line, of enormous strength, consisted of front and support 
lines, both heavily wired and connected with communication trenches, Havrin- 
court itself (with the enemy’s usual ingenuity) had been embodied in the 
defences. 

To get to this line one had first to capture Havrincourt Wood, which lay 
south of the village and was not included in the Hindenburg Line. Between 
the wood and the village was a wide expanse of scrub, broken here and there by 
clumps of trees, a waterway called the Grand Ravin, and cut across by roads, all 
of which had, of course, been destroyed. Moreover, the trees at the northern 
end of the wood had been felled to provide a clear field of fire from the Hinden- 
burg Line. 

At present, however, the enemy was in no mind to allow us to settle down 
quickly in front of his new defences. Perhaps the latter were not quite ready. 
Anyhow, we had to fight our way forward and were only now outside the 
southern exits of the wood. As usual, the Bosche made things as uncomfortable 
as possible. He shelled Metz throughout the night of the sth/6th, and con- 
tinued intermittently during the 6th. At 5 p.m. he put a heavy barrage on the 
western entrance to the village and an attack appeared imminent, but did not 
materialise. The weather was beastly. Heavy rain and hail had fallen from noon 
onwards. On the afternoon of the 7th Capt. F. G. Cangley was wounded. 
“D” Company, as outpost company, carried out active patrolling, which 
resulted in the capture of four Germans, two of whom were Company Sergt.- 
Majors. 

At night the 7th Somersets relieved the 12th King’s, the latter moving back 
to the support line near Vallulart Wood. 

Several days were spent out of the front line in hard work. Each night 
parties of officers and men went up to dig and wire new defences. On the 12th 
the battalion moved back to Neuville Bourjonval in Brigade Reserve, but still 
working parties had to be provided; indeed it was something of a relief to get 
back again into the front line, beyond reach of the incessant call for workers. 

When the King’s men returned to the front line on the 25th of April the 
line had by that time become somewhat stabilised. The Bosche had betaken 
himself to his new defences, and the 20th Division had advanced and held from 
the western exits of Trescault village, thence a line which curved north-west- 
wards to the southern banks of the Canal du Nord. For six months and more 
there was to be little variation in the positions of both British and Germans in 
this sector. 

For just on three weeks the 12th King’s were in the front line along the 
northern edge of Havrincourt wood. “‘Normal activity” is a fair description of 
the life of the battalion during that period. To be sure, there were the usual 
exciting moments out in “‘No Man’s band,” when patrols of both sides met and 
fought each other. But there were no attacks and no raids. If we were busy con- 
solidating the line and making it secure against attack, the Bosche was similarly 
engaged, though his new defences were already extremely powerful. There was 
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no mistaking the strength of the Hindenburg Line; it was admirably sited, the rath Battalion 
trenches were deep and splendidly dug; the barbed wire in front of them was of 

a very formidable character and the enemy’s machine-gun and trench-mortar 
emplacements were concrete built. 

Odd incidents sometimes happened, as on the night of the 7th of May. 7th may 
An officers’ patrol went out at 11.30 p.m. and located an enemy post near one 
of the many cross-roads along the northern exits of the wood. A man was seen 
standing about twenty-five yards in front, and in the darkness he was mistaken 
for one of our men. The patrol then advanced towards the post and was chal- 
lenged. The officer-in-charge answered “friend” in German, which evidently 
caused much excitement in the post (the officer’s German was probably bad), 
from which there came loud cries of “Herr Haupton.” The Germans then tried 
to close in on our patrol but the latter threw bombs, and after being bombed 
if return, plus a certain amount of wild machine-gun fire, escaped back to our 

ines, 

Night after night patrols went out, and practically every corner of the new 
“No Man’s Land” was reconnoitred. 

Companies took turn and turn about in the front line until the 19th of May, 
when the 12th King’s were relieved and marched back to billets in Ytres. After 
about a week out of the line they returned to a new sector—Lagnicourt—where 
they relieved the roth Rifle Brigade on the night of the 28th/29th. The 20th 
Division had now received orders to join a new corps, and on the 2oth, after the 
division had been withdrawn from the line in front of Havrincourt village, the 
Corps Commander addressed representative battalions of the 61st Brigade 
(which happened to be the 12th King’s and 7th D.C.L.I.) and said: “The 
20th Division has driven back the enemy from the trenches in front of Morval 
and Les Bceufs to the Hindenburg Line, a greater distance than that achieved 
by any other division on this front. The 20th Division has seen much hard 
fighting and has never failed to gain its objectives. The division has not only 
distinguished itself in fighting, but also in the fine amount of hard work they, 
have done during the advance and in digging themselves in before the Hinden- 
burg Line, and you two battalions, whom I now have the pleasure of addressing, 
have done splendidly.” 

It was good to know that the efforts of the King’s men and their comrades 
were appreciated. 

On the joth of May gas was discharged on Quednt village. This gas joth May 
“business” was not at all popular in the front line. It was carried up in cylinders 
and installed in the trenches, and there was always the chance that the enemy 
might take it into his head to put a sudden heavy bombardment on the front line, 
with the almost certainty of bursting some of the cylinders, which would then 
discharge their noxious fumes on the unlucky occupants of the trench. No! gas 
was not very popular. 

The tour in the Lagnicourt trenches lasted only four days and was followed 
by a few days in support trenches in the Beugny—Y pres line, and then eight 
days in camp near Beugnatre. 
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On the 22nd of June the battalion went back into the front line to yet 
another new sub-sector—Noreuil. Here we held part of the Hindenburg Line, 
for in May the Bosche had been turned out of Bullecourt, and thence north-west 
to Arras the Hindenburg Line had been wrested from him. The trenches of the 
King’s men were, therefore, in the Hindenburg Line due south of Riencourt. 

The battalion was barely settled in before more gas was discharged and 
the C.O. was informed that an identification was badly wanted. In this instance 
it was obtained quite easily. Three patrols were sent out but did not encounter 
any Germans. One patrol, however, entered a German dug-out and found there 
a man’s overcoat from which the shoulder strap was cut, bearing the number 
és 9 8.” 

On the 24th, however, three more patrols went out. They had instructions 
to secure identifications “dead or alive.” 

The first patrol, consisting of one officer and seventeen other ranks with a 
Lewis-gun team, made for a point on a road some 400 yards south-west of 
Riencourt.! At that point, however, they encountered a large German working 
party. Taking whatever cover offered itself, the patrol and the Lewis gunners 
settled down to await a favourable opportunity. But further away on the lett of 
the line the neighbouring corps opened a heavy bombardment just after mid- 
night which caused the German party to cease work and “‘stand to.” At 1 a.m. 
the patrol was spotted by the enemy who sent a party of six men towards it, a 
bomb being thrown. The officer in charge of the patrol shot the foremost man 
dead at five yards range and one of the patrol party threw two bombs into the 
midst of the remaining five Germans, three of whom fell. The patrol then with- 
drew, presumably with identifications. 

A second patrol went out to attack a German post in front of the line. 
But the post was found well wired with four thick belts of entanglements in 
front of it. The patrol was spotted and bombed, and having returned the com- 
pliment, retired, as the enemy’s machine guns had taken a hand in the contest. 

The third patrol, which went out to cover the left flank of the second patrol, 
was also observed by a German working party, which evidently sent back a 
message to their trenches, for soon a party of the enemy was seen coming through 
their own wire towards the patrol. The latter opened fire with a Lewis gun and 
dispersed the enemy. 

The casualties of the three patrols were one other rank killed and one 
officer and three other ranks wounded. 

On the 25th “B” Company raided the enemy and obtained an identifica- 
tion, #.¢., a shoulder strap numbered “362.” 

The battalion was relieved on the 28th of June, and after marching back 
to Beugnatre, moved on the 29th to Bihucourt. 

In Roclincourt camp, Dieval and St. Aubin, the 1st King’s spent the better 
part of May after withdrawal from the Oppy front. They received drafts of 
officers and men to bring them up to strength, and these had to be trained. But 


1And just south-east of the Star cross-roads, 80 called because of six roads which met, forming a star. 
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on the 30th the battalion moved from St. Aubin to relieve the 1st Royal Berk- 
shires in support in the Arleux sector, where they were principally employed in 
work, digging front-line trenches. On the gth of June they took over the right 
sub-sector of the Arleux front. “Very quiet tour in the front line,” is the record 
of this five days’ tour, after which the battalion, on relief, marched back to billets 
in St. Eloy. The 2nd Division, as a whole, had now been withdrawn from the 
Arras front, and on the 19th the King’s men, journeying by motor ’bus, found 
themselves once again in Bethune. There were not many with the battalion who 
remembered the town in 1915, nor the Givenchy sector into which the King’s 
men moved next day. But there were some who had already made the acquaint- 
ance of Windy Corner and knew also the Red Dragon crater, andthe Ducks Bill. 

From the 21st to the 24th the line was very quiet and the battalion was 
engaged in improving trenches and patrolling. A rifle range at Windy Corner 
was constructed and musketry training had begun. 

On the 25th the enemy raided the battalion. 

At 7.30 in the evening the enemy suddenly began a very heavy bombard- 
ment with “Minnies,” spraying all the communication trenches in the area 
plentifully with shrapnel. For three hours the air was thick with fumes and smoke 
from bursting Minnenwerfer bombs and shrapnel shells as they lashed the front- 
line trenches, blowing in emplacements and creating havoc. Then at 10.1§ p.m. 
the “Minnies” slackened off, in place of which a heavy shrapnel barrage was 
put down just east of the village line. 

The enemy then attacked in three places: (4) the Red Dragon crater; 
(4) Northern crater; and (c) in the gap between Prince’s Island and Warwick 
south. 

Lewis-gun and rifle-fire broke up his attack on points (4) and (c) and not a 
German entered the front line. 

For some extraordinary reason the C.O., when the battalion took over the 
line, had received orders to place all four companies in the front and support 
lines, the consequence was that he had no immediate reserve in case of attack. 
On the 25th (the night of the raid) they were disposed thus: “C” on the right, 
“A” right centre, ““D” left centre, and “‘B” holding Prince’s Island and the left, 
somewhat separated from the rest of the battalion. In front of “C,” “A” and “D” 
Companies the German line ran fairly close to ours, but then dropped back to 
about 300 yards in front of “B.” 

In front of “‘C’” Company lay the Red Dragon crater, and it was at this 
point that the German trenches were nearest our own. 

At 7 p.m. the company commanders of “‘C,” “‘A’”’ and “D” were down at 
Battalion Headquarters holding a conference with Colonel Norris. The con- 
ference ended, the commanders of “A” and “C” had only just left Battalion 
Headquarters when the enemy opened with his Minnenwerfer bombardment. 
The O.C. “‘D” Company was unable to get back to his company, and the fire 
was so heavy that all communication between the front line and Battalion 
Headquarters was cut and no information could be obtained as to what was 
happening in the forward area. 
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At about 9.15 p.m., however, Second-Lieut. S. Lockhart (“C” Company), 
having got through the barrage, reported that the front line had been knocked 
in in many places and that damage had been done to the communication trenches. 
Simultaneously, an officer of the 17th Middlesex (on the left of the 1st King’s) 
arrived and reported that a party of Germans were massing for attack opposite 
“D” Company. And at 9.45 p.m. a company of the roth D.C.L.L. (the Divisional 
Pioneers), coming up as a working party, reported at Battalion Headquarters, 
where they were halted and told to get ready for immediate action. A little later 
also a company of the 2nd South Staffords was brought up from the village 
line to Battalion Headquarters. But by the time they arrived the situation was 
well in hand, and they were sent back immediately. 

As already stated, the enemy’s Minnenwerfer fire slackened at 10.15 and 
he attacked at three places, at two of which he was driven off. 

Owing to the close proximity of the opposing lines at the Red Dragon 
crater, and to the fact that he followed close on the heels of his own barrage, 
the enemy penetrated ““C” Company’s front between “A” and “B” sap in front 
of the crater. Capt. F. F. Ryan (commanding “C” Company) seeing the enemy 
working down the trench from “A” sap, collected a few men and attacked the 
Germans with bombs. But he was killed at the junction of “‘C” sap. At the time 
heavy rain was falling; it was a pitch dark night which made the subsequent 
collection of details of the narrative of the fight very difficult. 

While these events were taking place two young subalterns (they were 
I'ttle more than boys), Second-Lieuts. Lockhart and Tarran, who had only 
joined the battalion two or three weeks previously, this being their first “scrap” 
of any kind, organised a counter-attack with the supporting platoons in Gunner 
Siding. 

The Germans had already penetrated to a point just north of Marie Re- 
doubt (some 150 yards behind our front line) when the two subalterns and their 
men came upon them. Then ensued a fierce fight. With bomb and revolver the 
two youngsters led their men on, driving the enemy back and pursuing them 
with such vigour that a number of Germans were cut off and subsequently 
captured. Having regained the front line, Second-Lieut. Lockhart immediately 
began reorganising the posts in the front line while Second-Lieut. Tarran, with 
what men he could find in Piccadilly, organised a support line. 

By the time that Capt. E. R. Mace, who had been sent up by Colonel 
Norris to ascertain the situation, arrived, the lost portion of the trench had been 
retaken and reorganisation had begun. The whole of the operation of counter- 
attack and reorganisation was carried out unaided by “C’’ Company under the 
command of Second-Lieuts. Lockhart and Tarran. 

From ‘“‘C” Company’s trench Capt. Mace proceeded along the fronts of 
“A” and “D” Companies, and although the trenches had been badly knocked 
about, all was correct. 

Immediately the successful counter-attack was reported the company of 
D.C.L.1. at Battalion Headquarters was sent up to assist in consolidating the 
line, where they did very valuable work. By “stand to” on the 26th the whole of 


1917] ‘STORM TRUPPEN” 423 


the original position had been re-occupied and communication established with 
battalions on both flanks. 

Twelve unwounded and one wounded prisoners were captured by the 
King’s men, and two days later the battalion which relieved the rst King’s 
captured another German in the Commanding Officer’s dug-out at Battalion 
ape aa He still had his rifle and bayonet. How he came there is not 

own. 

Several incidents of gallantry in other parts of the line occurred. One con- 
cerned the garrison of “E” sap, consisting of a corporal and three men. These 
stout-hearted fellows remained in occupation of the sap-head throughout the 
whole of the operation, though the Germans were all round them. With rifle 
and bomb they beat off all attempts at capture. 

The German prisoners stated that the raid had been made by the famous 
“Storm Truppen,” the raiding party consisting of one officer and forty other 
ranks. They complained bitterly of their officer, “who ran back as soon as they 
reached our line.” 

The casualties of the King’s men in this affair were one officer and ten other 
ranks killed, thirty-three other ranks wounded, and seven other ranks missing. 

On relief on the 26th the battalion marched back to Gorre in Brigade 
Reserve, where the 3oth still found them training and refitting 

Meanwhile, the six first-line Territorial battalions of the Regiment of the 
ggth Division, i.e, 1/5th, 1/6th, 1/7th and 1/gth (165th Brigade), 1/8th 
(164th Brigade) and 1/toth (166th Brigade) were passing a strenuous existence 
in the Ypres Salient, where trench warfare was always active. Possibly with the 
idea of attracting more attention to that part of the huge front, the Bosche 
artillery was never silent, though always effectively dealt with. 

Patrol fights were frequent, raids by both sides took place more often than 
usual, for both sides were busy securing identifications for the purpose of 
following movements. We exploded mines under the enemy’s trenches, he did 
likewise beneath ours, and there was a good deal of crater fighting. 

Some idea of the nature of activity in our trenches may be gathered from 
the following entry in the diary of the 1/s5th King’s for the 2nd of March, 1917: 
“At 12.20 a.m. our artillery continued bombardment for ten minutes. A 
fighting patrol of one officer (Second-Lieut. W. J. Shields) and fourteen other 
ranks left our ‘renches at 12.30 a.m, to enter enemy trenches at I a.m. about 
I.11.b.9§.50” (i.¢., 2 point between the north-eastern corner of Railway Wood 
and the Ypres—Roulers railway). ““Objective—to locate position of crater caused 
by our mine explosion,* thoroughly reconnoitre same and to kill or capture any 
of the enemy or to obtain identifications.” The patrol entered the hostile trenches 
successfully, and after reconnaissance, was ordered by Lieut. Shields to with- 
draw. They returned safely to our lines, but the officer and a rifleman who 


1The rst King’s received a message of congratulation from the Corps Commander on the repulse 
of the German raiding party, and he also praised the fine soldierly qualities of the two young subalterns. 
2At 11.30 p.m. on the Ist (i.., about an hour previously), a mine had been exploded at the point 
mentioned above. 
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accompanied him failed to return. Patrols were out all night till daybreak, but 
failed to trace the missing officer and rifleman. 

The missing officer had been killed. 

Sometimes the enemy's efforts at mining were not conspicuously successful. 
On the 25th of February, for instance, he sprang a mine at 5 a.m., which the 
1/6th Battalion immediately consolidated without suffering a single casualty. 
The 1/6th also took part, with the 1/sth, in the small enterprise already men- 
tioned, but withdrew without casualties. Corporals Riley and E. D. Jones are 
mentioned as doing good work on this occasion. 

On the 11th of May the battalion (being then in the Railway Wood) 
had quite a small ‘“‘show.” In front of the line held by the 1/6th King’s the 
Bosche had occupied a crater (“‘Cotter Crater” by name) which they had fortified 
and barricaded against attack. There was also another crater near by known as 
“New Cotter Crater.” For several days mining and counter-mining had been 
in progress. The battalion began on the 8th by exploding a mine to the west of 
Cotter Crater, which was immediately occupied and consolidated by a p 
under Second-Lieut. C. H. Vernon. The next day the enemy sprang a small 
mine near Cotter Crater to which the 1/6th King’s replied by blowing a large 
camouflet near Gordon Crater. It was then decided to raid Cotter Crater. 

At 3 a.m. on the 11th the Stokes rhortars opened a hurricane bombard- 
ment of the crater. This lasted three minutes, and as the mortars ceased firing 
Sergeant Horan and nine other ranks (all of “B’’ Company), covered by rifle, 
Lewis-gun and rifle-grenade fire, rushed forward from “‘T” sap through the 
new crater to Cotter Crater, where they began to pull down the Bosche barricade 
on the western lip. Two Stokes bombs were placed under the barricade and 
Second-Lieut. Vernon, who had been directing the operations, gave the order 
to withdraw. During the withdrawal, however, he and Sergeant Horan, besides 
six other ranks, were wounded. 

This was the first stage of the operation. Just after 11 o’clock that night the 
Stokes and two trench mortars again placed a hurricane bombardment on Cotter 
Crater and a raiding party, consisting of two officers (Capt. G. D. Tyson and 
Second-Lieut. H. P. Robinson) and thirty-four other ranks (followed by a 
demolition party of two officers and eleven other ranks of the 177th Tunnelling 
iad rushed forward from “'T” sap and took up a position in New Cotter 

rater. 

Then ensued a desperate struggle. In the New Cotter were German mine 
shafts on which the enemy had spent many hours work; he was in no temper to 
allow them to be tampered with. He therefore tried to rush the King’s men and 
the Tunnellers in the crater. But while the latter laid mine charges in the shafts, 
the King’s men kept the furious enemy at bay with rifle grenades and Lewis- 
gun fire. The charges laid, the raiders returned to their lines bringing with them 
six German prisoners. Casualties incurred in this small affair were five other ranks 
wounded and one missing, believed killed. 

After the Railway Wood sector the 1/6th Battalion went into the Potijze 
trenches and on the last day of June carried out an unsuccessful raid, the O.C. 
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Raid——Second-Lieut. F. G. Cowman—and fourteen other ranks being wounded. 
The 1/7th King’s record nothing of interest, even when in the trenches 


their diary merely states: “In trenches, usual routine.” How many could look ' 


back upon that time now and say that things were ‘“‘usual’’! 
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The 1/9th begin their diary for March, 1917, with the words, “wind 1 /oth Battalion 


dangerous,” and for the benefit of those who might wonder what that cryptic 
statement meant, it may be explained that the wind was in such a direction that 
if the enemy discharged asphyxiating gas the fumes would blow over our trenches 
and gas our men. In 1917, to be “gassed” was a very terrible thing, for new and 
more virulent gases had been produced than that first used by the Germans at 
Ypres in April, 1915. 

The battalion raided the enemy on the 4th of March, and took two German 
prisoners. The fighting patrol which carried out the raid was commanded by 
Second-Lieut. R. C. Wilde, who, however, was wounded. Lieut. R. Darling, 
who directed the operation from the front-line trenches, was also wounded. 

On the 20th the enemy raided the battalion, the losses of the latter being 
twenty-five killed, wounded and missing. 

An extraordinary quick and successful raid was carried out by the 1/9th 
on the Germans on the night of the 1st of April. In front of the trenches of the 
1/gth was a hostile post. This was the objective, the fighting patrol having 
received orders to capture the post, kill or capture its occupants and obtain 
identifications. 

The patrol, consisting of Second-Lieut. A. M. Adams and seven other 
ranks, left the trenches at 10 p.m., a barrage having been placed on the enemy’s 
trenches at 9.28 p.m. This little party moved quickly across ‘““No Man’s Land,” 
entered a German sap and the head of the sap and the German front line. About 
ten yards up the trench two sentries were encountered; these were overpowered 
and taken prisoner. The patrol then returned, having been absent only thirteen 
minutes. 

A big barrage was placed by the enemy on the British front line at about 
10.28, but the raiders were safely back in their own trenches without having 
suffered a single casualty. 

Another successful raid was carried out by the 1/gth on the 11th of May, 
by Second-Lieuts, S, H. Randall and A. G. Warde and forty other ranks. Five 
unwounded and one wounded Germans were taken prisoner and at least a 
dozen killed; the raiders had only two men slightly wounded. 

From the Railway Wood sector the 1/gth King’s went to the Potiyze 
trenches, where casualties in other ranks were fairly heavy. On the 3oth of June 
Capt. E. Ashton was wounded. 

The 1/8th King’s (Liverpool Irish) of the 164th Brigade, went into the 
Potijze trenches on the 21st of February. The next day their Medical Officer— 
Capt. J. E. Milne, R.A.M.C.—was killed by a German sniper. On the evening 
of the same day also a reconnoitring patrol, under Second-Lieut. Mallinson, 
failed to return, and Second-Lieut. A. E. B. Sutton, who accompanied the 
patrol, was also wounded by bomb fragments. Apparently the patrol reached the 
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Bosche trenches but was attacked and dispersed. Three other ranks were lost 
with Second-Lieut. Mallinson2 

The Liverpool Irish record little of further interest until the 18th of May, 
the battalion being then in the St. Jean—Wieltje sector. On that date the enemy 
shelled the trenches on a wide front throughout, and at 9.20 p.m. put down an 
intense barrage, under cover of which he attempted to raid the King’s men at 
Warwick Farm. But he was quickly driven out, though two other ranks were 
missing. On the 29th Second-Lieut. Hill was wounded when out on patrol. 

On the sth of June the 1/8th retaliated on the enemy by successfully 
raiding his trenches; the officer in charge of the raiders, Second-Lieut. C. S. 
Whitehead, was, however, wounded. The close of June found the battalion at 
Quercamp in training. 

Of the 1/roth King’s there is nothing to record, for their diaries contain no 
information of any incident of outstanding interest. They state that things went 
generally quiet in the line at this period, but “quietude”’ was a variable term and 
could be interpreted in several ways. 

In the Guemappe and Wancourt areas the 11th King’s (Pioneers, 14th 
Division) spent practically the whole of the remainder of May and the first 
fortnight of June. Their work, in areas recently captured from the enemy, was 
hard and difficult. Working parties were always a mark for the enemy’s artillery 
observers, and the Pioneers were frequently heavily shelled; indeed they suffered 
casualties almost daily. On the 8th Second-Lieut. J. E. Acheson was wounded. 
On the 15th Major G. S. Mitchell and Lieut. P. H. G. Pye-Smith were killed, 
and Second-Lieut. G. F. M. Thomson wounded. On the 11th of June the 
battalion came out of the line and marched to Agny, thence on the following day 
to Beaumetz. On the 14th the Pioneers were at St. Leger-les-Authie until on 
the 28th they entrained at Saulty for Bailleul, and on reaching that place marched 
to Locre where they were attached to the IX Corps, finally, on the 30th, moving 
to dug-outs near Kemmel. 

Three days in support trenches north of the Arras-Cambrai road were 
spent by the 13th King’s (3rd Division) after their withdrawal from the front 
line on the night of the 11th/12th of May. Their duties were to supply working 
parties for the line. They then marched to rest billets in Simencourt, thence on 
the 18th to fresh billets in Beaufort, where training occupied the battalion until 
the 31st, on which daté they moved to Lattre St. Quentin. They were there, 
however, but a very short while, for on the 2nd of June they returned to the 
Brown Line (reserve line), and from there proceeded to the front line to relieve 
a battalion of the 29th Division. This tour was the first of several which, un- 
eventful as regards contact with the enemy, were nevertheless spent in hard 
work as working and carrying parties; also in consolidating the line. On the 
19th Second-Lieut. M. Segal was killed by a shell. On the 20th the battalion 
moved back and enbussed to Fosseux until the 30th, when a move was made 
towards the Somme area, the King’s men arriving in billets at Achiet le Petit at 


1Presumably a prisoner of war as his name is not given in the Official List of Officers’ casualties. 
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2.30 p.m. The 3rd Division had now been transferred from the VI to the IV 


Corps. 

The 30th Division (and with it, of course, the 17th, 18th, 19th and 20th 
King’s), after the heavy fighting of April, had moved back to a rest area near 
Vaulx. “It was very necessary,” said Brig.~General Stanley, “‘that after what we 
had (i through we must have a rest, and, what was more necessary than that, 
reinforcements.” 

On the 3oth of April the 17th King’s were at Haute Cote, the 18th at 
Maisnil St. Pol, the 19th at Sibiville, and the 20th at Sericourt. In this area the 
King’s men, with other units in the surrounding villages, began to reorganise, 
train hard and get fit for their next job, for no one knew how soon that might be. 
The new Corps Commander visited the division in May and expressed himself 
very pleased with all he saw of the training carried out by the division: “I must 
say it was wonderful the way these fellows turned themselves out after all that 
they had been through. There really was no getting to the bottom of them.” 

But by the 20th of May the division was again on the move and its des- 
tination that city of the dead—Ypres—and the neighbourhood. The division 
moved by route march, halting occasionally for a day or two. On the 29th of May 
a sector just south of Hooge was taken over. Only one battalion of the King’s 
men went into the trenches before the close of the month, the 19th King’s 
taking over support trenches. The 17th relieved the 19th on the 29th, but even 
in so short a while the latter had lost Second-Lieut. E. J. Mackie, killed, and 
four other ranks wounded. 

June opened with the 17th King’s? still in support, the 18th in huts at 
Brandhoek engaged in training, the 19th in the front line, and the 20th in 
Ypres furnishing working and carrying parties. 

‘We were certainly not favourably impressed with our new piece of the 
line..... We were much struck by the trenches, or rather in some places, by 
the lack of them. On our piece of front there were two large gaps which we 
proceeded at once to put in good order. But the whole place was in a most dis- 
gusting state. Just before we had come in the Bosche had given the artillery 
behind our piece rather a bad pounding. Our task was to prepare for an attack, 
but the date of this was quite unsettled. We set to work at once and got through 
a considerable amount. Altogether the place had a most depressing effect on one. 
I suppose that in ordinary times, lying low as it does, it cannot be exhilarating, 
but now, with the whole town in a complete state of ruin and all the surrounding 
country torn up by shells, one certainly was not attracted to it..... The way 
the men have worked has been perfectly splendid. Everything has to be done at 
night under the most difficult conditions and with plenty of shelling—gas and 
lachrymatory ones—as well as every known brand of others. But there is one 
thing to be said: if we are having a bad time the Bosche is having it ten times 
worse.” 


1Brig.-General F. C. Stanley. 
'‘$On the 31st of May Second-Lieut. J. C. N. Clinton-Abbot was wounded. 
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The above extract from the History of the 89th Brigade gives some idea of 
conditions in the line south of Hooge (and indeed in all the Ypres sectors) 
during the early Dad of June. 

The 3oth Division was not actually engaged in the Battle of Messines, 
1917, which opened on the 7th of June, but the 89th Brigade was on the left 
flank of the attack, being then the only brigade of the division in the front line. 

The brigade on that date held the line with the Bedfords on the right and 
19th King’s on the left, the 17th were in support trenches and the 20th in 
reserve. 

The story of the 19th King’s as contained in their diary is as follows: 
“Attack on the Messines Ridge by the Second Army, this battalion (and the 
and Bedfordshire Regiment) holding the line on the left of the attack. Im- 
mediately after “Zero” (3.10 a.m.) four patrols under Second-Lieut. J. Ross, 
Second-Lieut. G. W. Sharples, Second-Lieut. A. S. Calvert and Second-Lieut. 
C. W. Crackett, went out. The first patrol, under Second-Lieut. Ross, got to 
within forty yards of the German front line. Second-Lieut. Ross then left his 
patrol and went forward to reconnoitre. On climbing over the parapet he found 
that the front line was strongly held. With great difficulty he got his patrol back 
to our front line, having suffered only one casualty (wounded). A report was 
immediately sent in with the result that the artillery commenced to bombard 
the enemy’s front line. The other three patrols were unable to get far owing to 
the heavy machine-gun and rifle-fire. One patrol leader—Second-Lieut. G. W. 
Sharples—was killed and his patrol suffered casualties, two other ranks killed 
and four other ranks wounded. In Second-Lieut. Calvert’s patrol one other rank 
was killed. During the day repeated Ay le were received of the progress of the 


‘attack on the right, and late in the afternoon reports were received that most 


of the objectives had been reached. Artillery on both sides continued to be active 
during the day, but everything went quiet towards evening and the night was 
very quiet.” 

On the 8th, throughout the day, the guns of both sides were active, and 
at night the enemy’s infantry attempted a counter-attack on the right of the 
89th Brigade, but was repulsed with shell and machine-gun fire. 

By the roth the 89th Brigade had been relieved and moved back to the 
Dickebusch area, but at the end of the month the King’s men were back again 
in the front line or in that neighbourhood, the 17th Battalion holding front-line 
trenches, the 19th Battalion in Canal Reserve camp, and the 2oth, also in the 
front line, in the Zillebeke sector; the 18th Battalion (21st Brigade) was at 
Canal Reserve camp. 

The six second-line Territorial battalions of the King’s Regiment, i.c., 
2/sth, 2/6th (Rifle), 2/7th, 2/8th (Irish), 2/9th and 2/1oth (Scottish) of the 
57th Division, had in the meantime, in February, settled down to trench warfare 
first in the Fleurbaix sector, later extending its line northwards as far as 


1Officer casualties during the month (not already mentioned) were Second-Lieut. A. W. Brown, 
18th King’s, wounded 13/6/17, Second-Lieut. J. C. Jacob, 18th King’s, wounded 20/6/17. 
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Armeritiéres, some 16,000 yards of front, where for several months the three 
brigades held front-line trenches. 

The 172nd Brigade consisted entirely of King’s men (2/sth, 2/6th, 
2/7th and 2/8th Battalions). 

Fleurbaix was thus described by an officer! of the 2/6th Battalion: “Fleur- 
baix itself was a ruined village, though some of the surrounding farms were 
intact and flourishing. The church was a mere skeleton and whole sides of some 
of the streets were in a state of collapse. Windows were few and far between, 
and the spaces usually covered with glass were now mostly filled with canvas, 
or in a few privileged places with oilskin, which let in the light. According to the 
local report the enemy shelled the place heavily at regular intervals, gas shell 
being particularly plentiful in the previous bombardment. We hoped, secretly, 
that the next bombardment would be deferred for a while, and inspected our box 
respirators carefully before turning in that night.” 

The 2/sth (Lieut.-Colonel Stanley Cohen) took over the right sub-sector 
at La Boutillerie on the 21st of February. The next day they suffered their first 
casualty, one man being killed. This first tour lasted until the 1st of March. 
The next was in the Bois Grenier sector (28th March-sth May), where they 
suffered their first officer casualty, Second-Lieut. C. N. Hudson being killed 
on the 29th of March. Thereafter, until the end of June, front-line or support 
trenches in the L’Epinette sector, or billets in Armentiéres, sums up the life 
of the 2/sth Battalion. Their diaries for the five months contain little infor- 
mation concerning their life when in the front line, though one knows it was of 
a fairly strenuous nature. In the third week of June there is a brief reference 
to the repulse of an attempted raid by the enemy, who did not even succeed in 
reaching the battalion’s trenches. 

There is more information concerning the 2/6th (Rifle) Battalion, com- 
manded by Lieut.-Colonel W. A. L. Fletcher. The battalion relieved New 
Zealand troops in the front line on the 22nd of February. Previously the C.O. 
and Adjutant reconnoitred the line, and the following is a description of that 
reconnaissance :— 

“As we cleared the village.(Fleurbaix, where the 2/6th were billeted) 
evidence of hostile activity became more apparent, and our own 18-pounders 
were found in houses on either side of the road, their front being screened with 
hangings painted to resemble a brick wall. The country looked depressing 
enough, flat as could be and intersected with sluggish ditches full of dirty water 
and fringed with stunted willows. Remains of farms and flopping canvas screens 
stood about, looking strangely gaunt in this empty wilderness. The grass was 
rank and overgrown, while here and there lay remnants of Fleurbaix. Suddenly 
our guide pointed to a notice ‘steel helmets were to be worn forward of this 
‘gees which seemed to remind one (if a reminder had been necessary with shell- 

oles all around) that the Germans were within a distance measurable in yards. 

“After a few minutes’ ride a large farm, to which had been added huts and 


1Capt. C. E. Wurtzburg. 
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also some defences, appeared in view. This, our guide informed us, was Elbow 
Farm, where the reserve company was located, likewise the best water supply 
and the gum boots store. Still we went on till we came to a forked road with a 
large sand-bag wall. This was Sand-bag Corner, and here we left our horses. The 
enemy, it appeared, was a bit free with overhead machine-gun fire at night, and 
this screen had been put up to limit the flight of the bullets. A few minutes 
brought us to Wye Farm, in front of which was a large pond, and round this we 
skirted on duck-boards. On the right lay the military cemetery, where several 
figures were lying wrapped in blankets. We had met the walking wounded 
from the night’s raid as we marched to Fleurbaix. These silent figures were 
those whose luck had not brought a ‘Blighty,’! but a more permanent rest in a 
foreign land. 

““The Headquarters at Wye Farm were, in a sense, commodious, but hardly 
of a description to inspire much confidence in a new arrival. Imagine an ordinary 
block of farm buildings with barn and cowshed attached. Knock holes in the 
roof till all the tiles and most of the beams are down, put one layer of sand-bags 
to protect the ceiling of the first floor in the house itself and add sand-bag walls 
where walls of the usual description had ceased to exist and you will have a fair 
idea of the Battalion’s Headquarters. There was one small sand-bag ‘bivvy,’ 
late a stable for a couple of horses; and the regimental aid post was situated in a 
small brick outbuilding beyond the cemetery. In front of the house was a double 
duck-board track which wandered round the corner into the farmyard behind. 
The officers’ mess consisted of a low room with a fine fireplace, and the com- 
manding officer’s sleeping room was of a reasonable size and contained R.E. 
bunks for the commanding officer and second-in-command. Here we were intro- 
duced to the second-in-command, the adjutant and other headquarters’ officers 
of the battalion we were relieving, and then under the guidance of the Adjutant 
we set off to have a look at the line. All the way from Fleurbaix, and, in fact, the 
whole time we were going round the sector, the enemy preserved an entire and 
complete silence, due perhaps to the inoffensive nature of our particular oppon- 
ents, or more probably to their rather harrowing and costly experience of the 
night before. 

“City Avenue, the communication trench we were to use, had one branch 
which started from Wye Farm through a hole in the wall at the back of the 
farm. As in most communication trenches in that part of the world, the track 
rested on ‘A’ frames to keep it above water level. Bown this track we moved, 
experiencing for the first time the impression of endless duck-boards beneath 
our feet, and a few yards of trench, with an occasional glimpse of bushes or rank 
weeds as the prospect before the eye. The air was damp and strange, stale 
odours filled the nostrils. Everything was symptomatic of death and decay. 
Water and mud predominated, and everything looked dreary and unkempt to 
the last degree. 


1Thove who do not understand the word “Blighty” may like to know that it meant a wound 
sufficiently serious to necessitate evacuation to hospital and convalescence in England. 
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“The support line round Hudson Bay looked fairly bright, with quite 
reasonable ‘bivvies,’ but the mud was there, and now empty tins and refuse of 
every sort began to add to the wretched aspect of the place. 

“As we neared the front line in the left sector—we were now in Bay 
Avenue—water and mud became still more plentiful, the ground ever more 
bare, and the general sense of desolation ever more pronounced. Suddenly we 
found ourselves in the front line—a sand-bag breastwork, looking old and 
weather beaten, with a duck-walk running along it and a sudden descent of two 
or three feet to a continuous chain of pools of green and stagnant water. A few 
sand-bag ‘bivvies’ among the traverses, an occasional roof consisting of a single 
sheet of corrugated iron—here was ‘home’ for the next eight days. Whichever 
way you looked along the line you saw the same endless bays and traverses, 
most of them more or less fallen in; the same pools of evil-smelling water; the 
same stretches of shell-churned ground; the same old litter of tins and debris. 
If you turned your gaze backwards towards Wye Farm the scene was hardly 
more inspiring. Overgrown bushes, stunted willows and mud ill concealed by 
discoloured grass, were all that met the eye; and the landscape was only broken 
by the irregular lines of trenches which showed up in the distance like Brob- 
dingnagian mole runs. 

“We visited the scene of the raiding party’s exit from the line, and the 
smears of recent blood on the duck-boards and the pieces of field dressing lying 
about, similarly stained, told their own story. We also heard how our advanced 
party, which left us at Woking, had been initiated during the last few days into 
the mysteries of trench warfare. We then returned to Battalion Headquarters, 
where all the details of trench routine were gone into and explained with great 
clearness and precision. No one could have been more kind or helpful than those 
New Zealanders, from the Commanding Officer downwards.” 

The relief of the New Zealanders was completed on the 22nd, but sufficient 
description of the sector—La Boutillerie—has already been given. The tour 
lasted four days: “On the last night (2 5th) we had our first casualties, a ‘minnte’ 
falling right on to a post, killing three men and wounding two. The fortune of 
war is very curious; some men go for months and even years unscathed through 
dangers of every description; others, like these three, are killed on their first 
tour of duty in one of the quietest sectors in France. We buried them next day 
in the cemetery by Battalion Headquarters, and it was melancholy to realise 
that the dissolution of our happy band had now commenced in grim earnest, 
and was likely to proceed more rapidly in the days to come.’” 

On the 29th of April the 2/6th, being then in the Houplines sector, gas 
was released, but the wind dropped suddenly and the fumes nn about the 
trenches and in “No Man’s Land,” so that three R.E.s and five of the King’s 
men were ‘“‘gassed,” one of whom died, The 2/7th were raided by the enemy 
on the 7th of May, and the 2/6th, then billeted in Armentiéres, were ordered 


1 *From the History of the 2/6th (Ryle Battalton) The King’s (Liverpool) Regiment, by Capt. C. E. 
Wurtzburg. 
DD 
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to “stand to,” ““D” Company being sent up to report to the O.C. of the former 
battalion at 10.15 p.m. The company returned after midnight without casualties. 

The coming attack at Messines early in June gave the battalion, and all 
battalions in the line in the neighbourhood of the offensive, a considerable 
amount of extra work. The Bosche was continually subjected by our artillery to 
“shoots,” while patrol work and small operations were continually carried out 
to test the strength of the enemy’s front line. 

On the 20th of May Lieut. P. F. Alcock was wounded, dying later; 
Second-Lieut. J. H. M. Little became a casualty but remained ‘“‘at duty.” 

June witnessed a further increase both by ourselves and the enemy in the 
volume of shell-fire; in the front line light trench-mortar bombs and rifle 
grenades were used to combat the frequent use of “Pineapples,” with which the 
Bosche very frequently deluged the trenches. The 2/6th were in the front line 
(Houplines sector) when the offensive took place on the 7th, but do not mention it. 

On the night of the 21st/22nd of June, the battalion raided the enemy. 
Three officers and ninety-seven other ranks (divided into three parties) “went 
over,” the objects of the raid being to continue a harassing policy and prevent 
the enemy from withdrawing troops, killing and capturing as many of the 
the enemy as possible, obtaining identifications, and gaining information 
regarding the enemy’s system of defence. 

Two of the three parties got into the enemy’s trenches and killed several 
Germans, but no identifications were obtained. Two men of the 2/6th were 
killed, Lieut. Parker and six men were wounded and two were missing. On the 
30th of the month the battalion was once more back in Armenttéres. 

The 2/7th King’s (Lieut.-Colonel J. W. Slater) went first into the La 
Boutillerie sector on the 26th of February, but there are few details of that first 
tour of special interest. Casualties (three other ranks) are first mentioned on the 
1st of March. From the Battalion Diaries it 1s evident that the 2/7th were taking 
to the trench warfare “‘business” with intelligence. There are no reports of 
exciting incidents, but all the while the ceaseless waging of warfare went on— 
for the time being it was a battle between individuals as against actions by large 
bodies of troops. For instance, it was possible for snipers on both sides to absorb 
the whole of the battalion’s time in watching the duels between the two op- 
ponents. Those who know the trenches in France and Flanders will know also 
how, on looking back on those extraordinary days, it was often little things 
which interested men and kept them busy all day, all night too sometimes. 

On the 17th of April, at 3.20 a.m., a party of sixty of the 2/7th under 
Capt. Dorning raided the enemy’s trenches. The battalion had been relieved 
in the line (Rue du Bois sector) on the 14th and had moved back to Erquinghem 
laundry, where preparations for the raid were made. 

There is among the appendices to the Battalion Diary of the 2/7th the 
following account of the raid, given in full because it is the actual document 
written after the operation, and is, therefore, of historical interest to the King’s 
men:— 


“Capt. E. S. Dorning, Lieut. G. U. Addy and Lieut. A, L. Cowper, 
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together with sixty other ranks, were chosen to represent the battalion in forming 2/7th Battahon 
the Brigade Raiding party. 14th Apr 

“Now started sixteen days’ strenuous training, including bayonet fighting, 
physical training, rehearsing our ‘revue’ over the replica trenches by day and 
by night, and football and games, all of which were with the object of developing 
the first of those great essentials for raiding, viz.: physical fitness. The second 
of these essentials 1s to inculcate the fighting spirit. This, however, had been 
bred and developed in them to a state of perfection during their preliminary 
training at home, and so, at the end of the sixteen days there was nothing left 
to be desired of them and they were not only keen, but anxious, for ‘Der Tag.’ 

‘Meanwhile, every man had been allotted his task and could do it. Patrols 
had been out in ‘No Man’s Land’ night after night, and the men, although 
chilled to the bone and grovelling for hours together in the half-frozen mud, 
had gone about their work with the utmost patience and cheerfulness. 

‘Everything, even to the merest detail, was in order, and thanks to the 
untiring efforts of the Colonel and Capt. Dorning, nothing that would add to 
the comfort and security of the men had been overlooked. When the motor 
lorries arrived in their billets about midnight to take them to their depot, every- 
one was in high spirits. They arrived at their depot about twenty minutes late, 
where Lieut. Feriton and his staff issued to them steel waistcoats, shrapnel 
collars, bombs and various other articles of equipment. 

“By 1.30 a.m. the men with their blackened faces and ‘Elizabethan’ 17th Apri 
collars, etc., were all ready for a final inspection. Everything was in perfect order, 
and so the hour’s march along the duck-board trail was commenced. At 2.30 
(a.m.), according to scheduled time, they arrived at the assembly trench in 
J.26.1. At four minutes to three the first party of matmen, bridge men, etc., 
under Lieut. Addy, ‘went over the top.’ Following them was the assault party 
under Lieut. Cowper. The whole of these parties were clear of our parapet in 
just five minutes. Then commenced the difficult task of moving 200 yards into 
‘No Man’s Land.’ This needed the utmost care and caution, as it 1s no easy 
matter to move sixty men about under the very nose and lights of the enemy 
without discovery. This, however, to the great relief of all, was safely accom- 
plished, and just as they reached the pre-appointed place our guns opened up 
their fire and placed a magnificent barrage on the enemy front line. With one 
great shout the men jumped up and rushed forward like some irresistible body — 
it inspired everybody. 

“They closed up under our barrage as near as they safely could and waited 
for it to lift. The barrage lasted ten minutes and then lifted to enemy supports. 
That was the supreme moment. The party under Lieut. Addy immediately 
went forward and put down the mats and bridges, and the storming party, under 
Lieut. Cowper, surged forward towards the trenches. A group of Bosche which 
had survived the onslaught of the guns, made a feeble resistance by lobbing a 
few bombs at us (it was, no doubt, one of those bombs that killed the only man we 


1Usually translated from the German as “The Day.” 
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lost during the actual assault), and then they broke up into two parties, one going 
along the C.T. and one along the supervision trench. The right party, under 
Sergt. Baker, immediately gave chase to the first party and put two of the three 
out of action. They also partially destroyed a dug-out in which was a gun 
resembling a Lewis gun, which they destroyed. They then proceeded in the 
direction where the two Bosche were lying to obtain some article of identification, 
but unfortunately at this moment the two leading men of the party were put out 
of action, presumably by a Bosche rifle-grenade, and as the time to evacuate was 
up both identification and gun had to be left in order to remove casualties. 
Meanwhile, Lieut. Cowper was in chase of the second party of two Bosche, and 
a bombing duel ensued in which Lieut. Cowper got a shrapnel wound in the 
wrist. The enemy then brought rifle-grenades into play in this section of thetrench 
which blocked further progress. He (Lieut. Cowper) went back and rejoined 
the right and left storming parties under Sergts. Pryar and McVey, who were 
holding the junction of the above two trenches and the three island traverses. The 
left block party, under Sergt. Aindow, being unable to enter the trench at the 
appointed place, owing to heavy wire entanglements inside it, proceeded to 
bomb the enemy from the parapet. At 3.35 a.m. the signal to withdraw was 
ven. 

Zi “Then commenced the difficult task of getting back through the enemy’s 
barrage which extended right across our front in ‘No Man’s Land.’ This 
barrage consisted of a sea of shrapnel, very heavy high explosive and machine- 
gun fire, and the way the men faced it was splendid, and not a single wounded 
man was left out. 

“The spirit of the men at this moment was grand. The whole scene was 
illuminated by the Bosche parachute lights until it was like brilliant sunshine, and 
in the middle of ‘No Man’s Land,’ with death in its most terrible form falling 
all around them, some men, whose voices could just be heard faintly above the 
din of battle, commenced to sing: 

“We all go the same way home.’ 

‘‘Here and there were to be seen men helping along wounded comrades, 
others joking and helping each other out of the mud that was encountered and 
which at times threatened to drag the boots off their feet. Eventually all the men, 
including the wounded, were inside our parapet, and it was then discovered that 
the man who had been killed had not been brought back, and so Lieut. Addy, 
together with a man from the 1oth, went and fetched him in. During the 
subsequent bombardment of our front trench we suffered another casualty. 
Four men had taken cover in a dug-out on which a ‘Minnie’ got a direct hit and 
killed one man outright, the remainder escaped absolutely unhurt. 

“When the realtor on our front line, which lasted about twenty minutes, 
had ceased, all men were despatched to the roll-call station where all casualties 
were reported, which totalled two killed, nine wounded, and one subsequently 
died of wounds. All casualties were sent with the utmost despatch to the dressing 


1Communication trench. 
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station, while the remainder of the party were taken in motor lorries back to their 
billets, where a good hot meal and rum were issued to them. 

“A few items to note in connection with the raid were: Military Medal to 
Sergt. Baker, Certificate of Commendation from Lieut.-General Broadwood to 
Corporal Kevelighan. This party was the first in the brigade to enter the enemy 
trenches.” 

May opened with the enemy’s artillery active; shell-fire was becoming 
more heavy all along the line. On the 2nd Lieut. J. Dickinson was accidentally 
wounded. 

Very early on the morning of the sth a small German patrol got into a 
disused portion of our old front line, about 100 yards from a detached post, but 
was driven back; no loss was reported on either side. At 2 a.m. on the 6th another 
party of the enemy attempted to raid the trenches of the 2/7th, but were driven 
off by the battalion listening posts; a steel helmet and a length of tape were found 
out in “No Man’s Land.” 

These two incidents preceded a raid made by the enemy on the 2/7th. 

At 7.30 p.m. on the 7th the enemy’s artillery put down a heavy barrage on 
the whole of the left company sector, i.e., Front Line-River Lys-Hobbs Farm- 
Irish Avenue, Cambridge Avenue and Support Line. Such havoc was created 
that all communication between the front and support lines was cut and no 
message was received at Battalion Headquarters until the raid was over. The 
Vickers-gun emplacement at River Post was blown in shortly after the hostile 
barrage fell and the gun was moved temporarily back to the subsidiary line. 
After an hour and a half of intense fire the enemy raiders, about 200 in number, 
crossed “‘No Man’s Land,” and captured a Lewis-gun post; they also bombed 
the signal dug-out, wounding two men. They then retired leaving a dead man 
and “one severed leg” in our trenches. They also left boxes of explosives (found 
within two yards of a mine shaft), stick grenades, wire and other material behind 
them. At 10.10 p.m. everything was quiet, but the 2/7th had lost two officers 
(Second-Lieuts R. C. Whiting and C. B. Boak) wounded, one other rank killed, 
thirteen other ranks wounded and eleven missing. 

On the night of the 23rd/24th of May, at 11.55, Lieut. Cowper with 
four men went out on patrol to reconnoitre the best route to reach the Chicken 
Run. Lieut. Cowper had not got more than ten yards when he saw lined up in 
“No Man’s Land” and about fifteen yards from the trenches of the King’s men, 
a party of Bosche estimated at from twenty-five to thirty men. The men of the 
patrol withdrew the pins of the Mills bombs and each threw two into the middle 
of the enemy, then opened rapid fire with their rifles and the officer with his 
revolver. The Bosche at once bolted back to what appeared to be a sap-head, from 
which Very lights were sent up. Lieut. Cowper then withdrew his party to the 
left bombing post, where rapid fire was again opened in the direction of the 
enemy. A Lewis gun was also turned on to the neighbourhood of the sap-head. 
At about 1 a.m. Lieut. Cowper on his return was fired at by Bosche from behind 
our trenches, which fire was returned. Half an hour later this officer again took 
his patrol out, but found no one nor could he detect Bosche behind our trenches. 
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At midnight another small party of the enemy had tried to enter a Lewis- 
gun post in Loc. 15, but was repulsed by Corporal Jackson and a man with him. 

The successful repulse of the enemy in this small affair drew the following 
message of congratulation from II Corps Headquarters: “The Corps Com- 
mander wishes his ae later to be conveyed to Lieut.-Colonel Slater and 
the officers and men of ‘Giddy’ who took part in the skilful patrol enterprise 
carried out in Armentiéres section on the night May 23rd/24th. He considers 
that the offensive spirit displayed is deserving of high praise.” 

On the 29th Second-Lieut. H. H. Stainton was wounded. 

Again, on the 11th of June, the enemy raided the battalion, then in the 
Houplines sector. At 9.30 p.m. he first put down a heavy barrage on the left 
sector, which for fifteen minutes was intense, then continued until 10 p.m. His 
raiders entered the trenches of the 2/7th, but had such a warm reception that 
they soon retired, leaving five men behind them. The casualties of the King’s 
men were two other ranks killed, one officer and three other ranks wounded 
(at duty), nine other ranks wounded. The battalion next raided the enemy on 
the 15th, but the party could not find a gap in the German wire. 

Up to the end of June there are no other incidents of special importance. 
The month had been noteworthy on account of the heavy artillery-fire, and by 
the 30th the 2/7th King’s had suffered the loss of eight other ranks killed, two 
died of wounds, and five officers and one hundred other ranks wounded. 

The 2/8th (Liverpool Irish), commanded by Lieut.-Colonel O. H. North, 
did not go into the line until the 1st of March, when they relieved the 2/6th 
in the La Boutellerie sector. Little of importance happened to the battalion 
until on the night of the 7th of May the enemy raided the King’s men. Three 
parties came over (after the battalion trenches had been heavily barraged) 
but only two got into the line. The stay was short, however, for after five minutes 
they were forced out again, leaving one officer and three other ranks dead behind 
them. The casualties of the 2/8th were five other ranks killed, one officer and 
fifteen other ranks wounded and one other rank missing. 

On the 21st at 11.45 p.m., after returning from a patrol, Lieut. Noel 
Keith was killed. 

On the 12th and 14th of June two small parties of the 2/8th, one under 
Second-Lieut. C. O. Tiplady and fifteen other ranks, and the other under 
Second-Lieut. L. B, Smaudgo and fifteen other ranks, carried out ‘minor 
enterprises’ and entered the Bosche trenches. 

Capt. H. C. Wright was wounded on the 21st of June. 

Both the 2/gth (Lieut.-Colonel A. F. S. Leggatt) and 2/roth (Lieut.- 
Colonel A. Fairrie) of the 172nd Brigade had advanced parties undergoing 
instruction in trench warfare with the New Zealanders in the Bois Grenier 
sector on the 4th of February, and before the main body of the battalion arrived. 

The advanced party of the 2/gth rejoined on the 23rd at Estaires, where 
the battalion remained until the 25th, marching thence to Erquinghem in 
Divisional Reserve. On the 6th of March, at 11 a.m., they began to relieve the 


“Giddy” was the code word for the 2/7th King’s Regiment. 
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2/roth Battalion in the right sub-sector Bois Grenier, Lieut. P. H. Parker being 2th and 2/roth 
wounded during the relief. The whole month, however, was not marked by any Battalions 
incident of importance. 

On the 1oth of April about seventy officers and men of the 172nd Brigade 2/9th Battalion 
raided the enemy. The 2/9th supplied twenty-two other ranks for the raiding *° poe 
party, which did not succeed in entering the Bosche lines owing to the strong 
opposition encountered. The King’s men had seven other rank casualties. 

The battalion patrols were busy during April, but did not encounter the 
enemy in “No Man’s Land.” In May theywere even more active, and the Bosche 
in the Bois Grenier had little rest. 

A special raiding party of two sergeants and twelve other ranks went out gth/roth May 
on the night of the 9th/1oth and, crossing the enemy’s wire, lay up against his 
front line parapet for one and a quarter hours. Jt required a deal of courage to 
do that—lie within a few feet of the vigilant enemy with almost certain death 
as a result if discovered. But none of the enemy came that way and the patrol 
returned. Four other ranks were wounded on the return journey. On the 
11th/12th the enemy’s guns were exceedingly active. On the 12th a special 
patrol tried to raid the German trenches, but, having penetrated his wire, a 
broad ditch some twelve to sixteen feet wide was encountered which effectively 
barred further progress. The following night (12th/13th) yet another party of 
two officers and twenty-six other ranks, with two covering parties, entered the 
enemy’s front line, but they also encountered a borrow ditch, and although 
remaining in the enemy’s front line for one and a quarter hours, did not see any 
of the enemy. 

The 2/gth Battalion was relieved on the 14th but returned to the line on 

the 22nd for another tour. On the 29th a battle patrol (Second-Lieut. A. J. 
Barker and ten other ranks) saw a hostile raiding party of about thirty Germans 
approaching. When the latter were about twenty yards away the patrol attacked; 
two bombs were thrown at the enemy followed by one round of mfle-fire by each 
man. What is described as a “noisy charge” was then made, and it is pretty 
evident that the King’s men had some stiff bayonet fighting, for on their return 
most of their weapons were stained with blood. The enemy fled back to his lines 
precipitately, closely followed by the patrol. 

On the ist of June the C.O., 2/gth, read the following letter of con- ist june 
gratulation from the G.O.C., 57th Division: “The Dtvisional Commander 
congratulates the 2/9th King’s (Liverpool) Regiment on the very few casualties 
they had during the early morning of the 27th of May from the enemy’s gas- 
shell attack. The attack was one of some severity and the promptitude with 
which box respirators were put onand the local alarm given, reflects great credit 
on all concerned.” Reference to the Battalion Diary on the 27th of May reveals 
a ie following entry: ‘Enemy fire large number of gas shells into College 

n. locality.” 

The above letter of congratulation is followed by three more congratulatory 
iin referring to listening patrol work under Second-Lieut. Barker. These 
came from the Corps, Divisional and Brigade Commanders. 


2/gth Battalion 
10th /1ith June 


goth June 


2/1oth Battalion 


26th Februar 


17th Apr 
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On the night of the roth/11th of June, the 2/gth made a “silent” raid on 
the enemy’s trenches, two officers and thirty-six other ranks crossing “No Man’s 
Land” with the intention of inflicting casualties, obtaining identifications, and 
ascertaining the strength of the German front-line garrison. On reaching the 
Bosche trenches, the front line was found occupied in strength and a fierce fight 
ensued. Several of the enemy were killed and others wounded before the retire- 
ment was ordered. On the way back the raiders had to get through a hostile 
barrage put down by trench mortars, but all told the casualties were only one 
man missing and four slightly wounded. 

The C.O. (Lieut.-Colonel Leggatt), who had been watching the operations 
from the breastworks, was slightly wounded. 

On the rath the 2/9th were relieved by Portuguese troops. The Battalion 
Diary has some interesting comments on the tour just concluded. It had been 
noticed that the enemy was more active by day with artillery, trench mortars, 
snipers, etc., while at night also there was a marked difference in his alertness. 
The truth was that German General Headquarters had introduced new methods 
of holding the line, the front line being only lightly held, while the second and 
succeeding lines were held strongly. 

Information had been received that a retirement of the enemy was probable, 
but the rumour did not materialise—the Bosche had no such intention. Never- 
theless, as these rumours were in circulation raids and patrol work became more 
frequent, there being a perfect epidemic of the former, all of which greatly 
increased the fighting spirit of all ranks. 

The remainder of June was uneventful and the 3oth found the 2/gth 
billeted in Erquinghem. 

The advanced party of the 2/1oth (Liverpool Scottish), during the evening 
of the 18th of February, went into the Bois Grenier trenches on attachment to 
the New Zealanders. The same night the latter sent out a patrol, Second-Lieut. 
McGilvray and Sergt. Tyson (both of the 2/1oth) accompanying the New 
Zealanders. The patrol bumped into a Bosche patrol and a bombing fight ensued 
from which only two men returned. Both Second-Lieut. McGilvray and Sergt. 
Tyson were reported as missing. 

On the 26th the battalion, as a whole, took over trenches in the Bois 
Grenier sector, but the remainder of February was uneventful. 

March was apparently a busy month. Snow was on the ground and there 
was a brilliant moon during the early nights. Yet patrol work was constant. 
The guns of both sides were continually active and it is evident that, although 
there 1s nothing which can be culled from the Battalion Diary of special interest, 
the 2/10th were not having a very easy time. 

April brought better weather. On the 17th, the 2/roth being in the Bois 
Grenier trenches, troops of the 171st Brigade raided the enemy from the 
trenches of the King’s, men but did not succeed in obtaining an identification. 
The guns of both sides were even more active and patrols were out nightly. On 
the 2gth a German fighting patrol of about fifteen approached the trenches of 
the battalion and threw bombs which fell among the wire and on the parapet. 
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The patrol scampered back to their own trenches on being fired at. 2/1oth Battalion 
The 2/roth also note a change in the enemy’s attitude during the latter 
art of April. The final entry in the diary for that month says: “We keep 
bane the Hun day and night with rifle-grenades and snipers in answer to 
his ‘pineapples,’ and our persistence is apparently doing much to quieten him 
down.” 
Poor Fritz! 
On the 26th of May Second-Lieut. Mackinnell was wounded while with 26th May 
a fighting patrol (two officers and thirty-eight N.C.O.s and men), which crossed 
‘No Man’s Land” with the intention of entering the enemy’s trenches. The 
atrol was discovered, and what with Very lights and a searchlight which the 
Bosche used to illuminate “No Man’s Land,” the party became a prominent 
target and lost two men killed and one officer and nine men wounded. 
On the 7th of June, when the Messines operations opened, the Battalion 
Diary records: ““Tremour of earth from mine explosions distinctly felt and 
artillery bombardment seen and heard in our lines.” 
The closing incident of the month, and indeed the closing affair in the first 
half of the year 1917, so far as the King’s Regiment was concerned, is the 
account of a raid carried out by the 2/r1oth, the title of which is as follows:— 
“Narrative of a raid on the enemy’s trenches south of the Bois Grenier 
opposite the Bridoux Salient on the afternoon of the 29th of June, 1917, by 
“C” Company of the 2/1oth (Scottish) Battalion, King’s (Liverpool) Regiment, 
being known as “Dicky’s Dash’.” 
“Dicky’s Dash’? alone will recall the incident to surviving members of 
the 2/1oth Battalion. 
Previously, during the early hours of the morning of the 27th, the Bosche 27th June 
had attempted a raid on the 2/1oth close to Bridoux Salient. At the time of the 
raid the battalion had working parties of “C” and “D” Companies making gaps 
and cutting wire. The Bosche first put down a heavy barrage which resulted inten 
casualties to the King’s men. Capt. Alan Cookson and Sergt. Muir and one 
private were killed, Second-Lieuts. H. Hollins, W. Sergeant, and five men 
being wounded. The enemy was beaten off. 
The raid, which took place during the daylight hours of the 29th, had been agth June 
ordered as early as the 20th of June, orders stating that the operations were with 
the object of “destroying as many of the enemy as possible, taking a few 
‘areal for identification purposes, destroying his defences and bringing back 
"Whe raid was to be made under cover of an artillery barrage placed on the 
enemy’s front-line trench from Incomplete Trench to Near Trench, with an 
intense bombardment on that portion of the enemy’s front and support lines 
which the raiding party was to enter. The artillery barrage was to be strengthened 


10ne of the curious things during the War was the various names adopted by us for the German. 
“Hun” was the first name given him, then it became “Fritz”: this was followed by “Bosche” and 
finally he was known as “Jerry.” 
*So called as Capt. A. P. Dickinson was the O.C., “C” Company, and in command of the raid. 
EE 
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roth Battalion On the flanks by medium and light trench mortars; there was also to be a 


2gth June 


machine-gun barrage co-operating with that of the artillery. 

“Zero” hour was fixed at 3.5 p.m. 

The narrative (or rather that portion of it of special interest) is as follows: — 

“On the night before the raid our own wire was cut. At dawn on ‘Z’ day 
our trench mortars cut the enemy’s wire until 8 a.m., at which hour the Brigade 
Intelligence Officer reported that he was not quite satisfied. Therefore, as 
previously arranged, 18-pounders carried on the wire cutting until the Intelli- 
gence Officer reported that all was satisfactory. 

“ ‘Zero’ hour was fixed for 3.5 p.m. The men had a meal at 11 a.m. with 
a ‘tot’ of rum, and were equipped and ready to move off at noon, when watches 
were finally synchronised. 

“Half the raiding party then proceeded via Hudson Bay Avenue and the 
other half by Shaftesbury and Tramway Avenues, in sections of 200 yards 
interval, Both parties reached the salient at opposite ends and crawled into their 
ey positions, reaching the same half an hour before ‘Zero,’ according to 
orders. 

“Our 18-pounders opened on the enemy’s front line with intense fire at 
the portions to be entered. Machines of the Corps Squadron, R.F.C., dropped 
bombs on the flanks of the raid area. Howitzers opened on selected spots, on 
which they fired during the whole operation. An observer in an O.P. states that 
the men ‘went across in magnificent style’ in two waves. They reached the 
enemy line without a casualty, no rifle or machine-gun fire being opened on 
them. Our men got close up to our own barrage, waiting for the moment that it 
lifted at ‘Zero’ plus 2, when they simultaneously rushed the trench, finding no 
difficulty with the wire which was completely obliterated. 

“A few casualties were suffered by a few of our men, who got too close to 
our own barrage.” 

The above was the first phase, i.e., ‘Zero’ to ‘Zero’ plus 2. The next phase 
of the operation was from ‘Zero’ plus 2 to ‘Zero’ plus 7. 

“Barrage lifted to enemy support lines. The right party met with little 
opposition; a block on the right front trench was formed immediately. The 
right communication trench party, whose objective was the enemy’s support 
line, failed to find the right-hand communication trench down which they were 
to travel, as it was obliterated. This party met with a little opposition, which was 
immediately dealt with, Many enemy dead and wounded were lying about in 
this locality. The Lewis gun with this party got very quickly into a good position 
on the parados, from which they immediately found a target of a body of the 
enemy in the open, who had been ejected from some shell-holes by our bombers. 
This gun then knocked out a hostile machine gun which had been mounted on 
the support line, described as being half-right. 

“The left party entered the trench, but found considerable resistance, especi- 
ally behind ‘Ihe Nose, where a bombing fight ensued in which all the enemy 
were killed. A Lewis gun had come into action and silenced a hostile party of 
the left flank, 
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“‘Hereabouts a deep dug-out was found with a steel door, into which a ‘P’ 
bomb was thrown just as the door was about to be closed, upon which many 
Germans rushed out, ten or twelve being killed as they emerged. Two prisoners 
were taken here, and on refusing to get over the parapet, were killed. 

“This dug-out had two entrances; out of the second another party of 
Germans emerged, who ran down the left communication trench down which 
a party of our men had already gone, half being astride and half inside the trench. 

“All ranks of the left party state that on entering the trench they found a 
great many enemy dead lying about as the result of our artillery fire. 

“Corporal Lister, in Lieut. Jowett’s party (Lieut. Jowett being killed in the 
first phase), states: “I went through the third gap in the Bosche wire from the 
right; six Germans looked over the enemy front-line parapet and were blown 
up by a shell. I saw a lot of dead Bosches in a concrete dug-out; two prisoners 
were sent back to and from the left, but before reaching me suddenly dashed 
behind the traverse on to the traverse behind. I at once pursued and succeeded 
in shooting the rear man, who wore a white band round his cap. The first man 
was dealt with by some of our people who were on the tram line.’ 

“Lieut. Jowett, just before he was killed, exchanged shots with a German 
officer with his revolver and killed him, Lieut. Jowett being killed by two bombs. 
The centre party, detailed for the enemy’s front line, rushed the trench im- 
mediately the barrage lifted, a general bombing fight ensued and all Germans 
found in the trench were bayoneted, those remaining in dug-outs were ejected 
by ‘P’ bombs and killed as they emerged.” 

The third phase is thus described, i.e., “Zero” plus 7 to “Zero” plus 30:— 

‘The left communication trench party proceeded half over land and half 
down the trench according to orders. The bombing party formed a block at the 
entrance to Index Drive, and the remainder proceeded up the support line 
where considerable resistance was encountered. Second-Lieut. Blencowe, in 
charge of this party, was last seen proceeding overland along the outside of the 
support trench, where an officer had been seen directing the German operations 
from the parapet until one of our men shot him. Sergt. Kelly, who was with the 
supports of this party, states that he saw a German very coolly mounting an 
automatic rifle in the support line; the sergeant fired and killed the man. The 
se communication trench party were unable to carry out their full programme 
of the third phase owing to the destruction of the trench.” 

There 1s little more to describe up to the withdrawal at “Zero” plus 30. 
Some casualties were suffered from the enemy’s barrage and, in all, the losses 
of the battalion were Second-Lieuts. A. Jowett and L. C. Blencowe and fifteen 
other ranks killed, eight other ranks missing, believed wounded; one officer and 
fourteen other ranks missing and forty-eight other ranks wounded. The German 
casualties were estimated at certainly no less than from sixty to seventy. 

Thus ended a memorable raid, so far as the 2/1oth King’s were concerned. 
The enemy’s barrage was heavy on our lines and caused a deal of damage, but 
his own broken and battered trenches he made no attempt to repair immediately; 
he appears to have been too demoralised by the raid and its disastrous results. 


2/1oth Battalion 
zgth June 


3oth June 
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AWARDS—V.C. 


Baxter, Second-Lieut. E. F., 1/8th Battalion, Liverpool Regt. (T.F.), Gazette, 
26/9/16. Theatre, near Blairville, France, 17-18/4/16 (posthumous). 
For most conspicuous bravery. Prior to a raid on the hostile line he was 
engaged during two nights in cutting wire close to the enemy’s trenches. 
The enemy could be heard on the other side of the parapet. Second-Lieut. 
Baxter, while assisting in the wire cutting, held a bomb 1n his hand with 
the pin withdrawn ready to throw. On one occasion the bomb slipped and 
fell to the ground, but he instantly picked it up, unscrewed the base plug, 
and took out the detonator, which he smothered in the ground, thereby 
preventing the alarm being given, and undoubtedly saving many 
casualties. Later, he led the left storming party with the greatest gallantry 
and was the first man into the trench, shooting the sentry with his 
revolver. He then assisted to bomb dug-outs, and finally climbed out of 
the trench and assisted the last man over the parapet. After this he was 
not seen again, though search parties went out at once to look for him, 
There seems no doubt that he lost his life in his great devotion to duty. 


Procter, 3156 Private A. H., 1/sth Battalion Liverpool Regt. (T.F.) 
Gazette, 5/8/16. Theatre, near Ficheux, France, 4/6/16. 
For most conspicuous bravery. Private Procter, noticing some movement 
on the part of two wounded men who were lying in the open in full view 
of the enemy at about 75 yards in front of our trenches, went out, on his 
own initiative, and, though heavily fired at, ran and crawled to the two 
men, got them under cover of a small bank, dressed their wounds, and 
after cheering them with the promise of rescue after dark, and leaving 
with them some of his clothing for warmth, regained our trenches again, 
being heavily fired at. At dusk both men were brought in alive. 


Cuavassz, Capt. N. G., M.C., M.B., R.A.M.C., att. 1/1oth Battalion 
Liverpool Regt. (T.F.), Gazette, 26/10/16. Theatre, Guillemont, France, 
9/8/16. 

For most conspicuous bravery and devotion to duty. During an attack he 
tended the wounded in the open all day, under heavy fire, frequently in 
view of the enemy. During the ensuing night he searched for wounded on 
the ground in front of the enemy’s lines for four hours. Next day he took 
one stretcher-bearer to the advanced trenches, and under heavy shell-fire 
carried an urgent case for 500 yards into safety, being wounded in the 
side by a shell splinter during the journey. The same night he took up a 
party of twenty volunteers, rescued three wounded men from a shell-hole 
twenty-five yards from the enemy’s trench, buried the bodies of two 
officers, and collected many identity discs, although fired on by bombs 
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and machine guns. Altogether he saved the lives of some twenty badly 
wounded men, besides the ordinary cases which passed through his 
hands. His courage and self-sacrifice were beyond praise. 


Jonzs, 14951 Sergeant D., 12th Battalion Liverpool Regt. (posthumous). 
Gazette, 26/10/16. Theatre, Guillemont, France, 3/9/16. 
For most conspicuous bravery, devotion to duty, and ability displayed 
in the handling of his platoon. The platoon to which he belonged was 
ordered to a forward position, and during the advance came under heavy 
machine-gun fire, the officer being killed and the platoon suffering heavy 
losses. Sergeant Jones led forward the remainder, occupied the position, 
and held it for two days and two nights without food or water, until 
relieved. On the second day he drove back three counter-attacks, inflicting 
heavy losses. His coolness was most praiseworthy. It was due entirely to 
his resource and example that his men retained confidence and held their 
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THE KING’S REGIMENT (LIVERPOOL)— 
CASUALTIES 


OFFICERS 


(The Theatre of War is France and Flanders unless otherwise indicated ) 


“k” = killed in action 


“‘d” = died of wounds 


“dh” = died, home 


Note —Small number before name denotes Battalion. 


18 Adam, Arthur de Bels, Capt (Tp), k, NFHS 
12 Ainshe, Montague Forwood, Lt 17/8/16 
13 BTN Max Edward Alwyn, an pt, d, 


13 Ane es Srmuth, Harold Edward, ate , 23/7/16 
13 Ashburner, Damel, Temp 2/ ; 10/12/ /16 
Ashcroft, Fredenck, 2/Lt (Tp), oe) /4/ a (ats 18th Bn ) 
4 Aslachsen, Hector Shields, 2/ it (Tp), k ait 17 
4 Atkin, Geor, te e Dawson Hope, 2/Lt,d, 1 ee 
; Back, ‘Lous Wi Iliam Alexander, 2/Lt (ty » 23/4/17 
ar Bailey, Ernest, 2/Lt (Tp ), k , 28/10/16 
3 Baines, Kenneth James Mackenzie, ae k , 2/1/16 
17 Band, Lawrence, 2/Lt {Tp). k, 28/4/ af 
Barlow, Lovel Hardwick emp 2/Lt, k, 16/8/16 
; ara Norman Arthur Southard, 2/ Lt (Tp), k 
aa Base, Francis, 2/Lt (Tp Md ; ais 
8 Baxter, Edward Felix, VC , L 18/4/16 
3 Beck, Bernard, Temp ree ‘ bs ai 
> Bell, "Sydney James, 2/Lt, 1A/ 10/16 
1 Bennett, William Frank, ee ( P)k, 23/4/17 
as Blake, Francis Seymour, Temp Capt, k, 1/7/16 
(att 2nd South Wales een) 
3 Bland, arf Richard, Capt , k 3 5/17 
10 Blencowe, Lawrence Cave, 2/Lt , Epos /17 
13 Blnch, Wilfrid ad foseph Hs Hastings, 2 Pe iat 
7 Bodey, Alan Ral » 28/6/16 
22 Bolton, Cecil | Rawl ey, ee Capt , k , 22/2/17 
6 aes, Reginald Herbert Swinton, 2/Lt, k , 8/8/16 
| Boundy, Frank Everard, Temp Lt,d, 30/7/10 
Brockbank, poe Norman, Capt (Tp ), k, 1/7/16 
9 Brodbelt, Guy, »k, 14/4/16 
10 Buck, Arch be Watson, eres 5 9/8/16 
6 Buckley, Edmund Cecil, Capt, d , 5/8/16 
2 Bulkley, Edmund Burke Mabbot, Capt , died, Feed 
s Sia Fossey Thackaberry, 2/Lt (Tp), d 
16 Burt, Frederick Stanley, Temp Lt, d, 21/2/17 (att 
6th N Lancs 


) 

20 Butcher, Richard Norman, 2/Lt (Tp ), d, 5/8/16 

6 Buttery, Charles Henry, 2/Lt,d, 1/10/ 16 

15 Calcott, Charles David, Temp Lt } , 23/4/17 

g Carr, Alfred caso hes 2/Let k re! 4/17 

13 Carter, William Henry Seaman, Temp k , 14/7/16 
19 Carver, Harold Quinan, Lt (Tp), k ), k, 30/7/16 

g Challener, Arthur Cecil, Lt, K » 25/9/26 
9 Challiner, William Henry, 2/L t,d, 13/8/16 
97 Chalmers, Arthur Ek 2/Lt, k, 23 9/16 

13 Coates, Harold Edward , Temp’ Major, k , 3/5/17 
20 Cockey, John Edmund Percy, aie k, 30/9/ 1b 

6 Colley, Douglas James, 2/ p/n 11/ A 

12 Collin’ Kenneth Glenfeld, ery (Tp ) » 13/10/16 
16 Cook, "Arthur Chifford, Temp ae k, PG 

a Cook, Bernard, 2/Lt, k sh 

© Cookson, Alan, Capt, k, 27/6/17 
3 Coo r, Edward George, Cope. k, 4/8/16 (att 1st 
s Afr Rifles) 

4 Corbridge, Arthur, MC , Temp beak k , 20/5/17 

12 pouleuy a ee os 2/Lt,k, 16/ 9/16 
4 oupe rt, Capt 17 
Cox, Henry 3 nove "Capt ata ) k , 8/8/16 

fred, 2/Lt, k, as 16 

I Crowder, Harry, 2/Lt, /3/17 
10 Davidson, John Philip, vie 7 9/8/16. 


18 Davies, Lindsay Ramsay, bet 2/Lt,d, 5/7/16, 

4 Davies, Robert a rake Bsn ty ie ‘ " 14 8/16 
12 Davison, Robert, one 
18 Dawson, Gerald ie Temp L » 1/7/16 
14 Day, Norman Leslie, Temp eft oa » 14/9/16 

I “ee Berne Robert Charles Edward Stewart, 2/Lt, 

19/2 
17 Dixon, Nance Galloway, Temp 2/Lt, 

5 Dudley, Noel Montague Charles, 2/ Lt, 

5 Duncan, Henry John, Major, 5 8/8/ 
13 Dundon, Sydney Jack, 2/Lt, k, 16/8/16 
to Dunn, Ernest George, 2/Lt , k, 10/6/17 (M G.C.). 

12 Dunn, Herbert Harman, Temp’ Lt ,k, 26/9/16 
22 eerie Stafford Thomas, "Temp 2/Lt., k 
28/10/16 
14 Eddison, Tom Denton, Lt , k , 30/7/16 
12 Edwards, Harry, 2/Lt, k, 7/10/16 
1 Elhot, Hugh, Lt , died, re 16 (att 14th) 


Fé 12/10/16 
-» 11/10/16, 


8 Elks, William Forrest, a/Lt,k , 9/9/16 

1 Evans, Douglas Osmond ae Le . 

18 Ewing, Harold Gordon, Temp att {1 
17 Fars, Sturton Johnston, Temp a ee hl 16 


7 Fearnhead, John Hayes, 2/Lt, d 4 ay 
8 eres Herbert Learoyd Harimond: a Ps ‘a 8/8/16 (and 


) 
§ Flenley, Edmund Bernard, 2/Lt,, k, 9/4/17 
19 Fraser, Wallace, Temp Capt , k , 30/7/16 . 
1§ French, Bertram St George, Temp Capt, k, 1/7/16 
(att R Innis Fusiliers) 
18 Fritzbrown, Eric, Temp Ager » 1/7/16 
9 Fulton, Andrew Wilfred Malet (tp y k , 12/8/16 
19 Furlong, Philip aie ¢K "30/7 16 
4 oer aaa Steen N eed ish, Temp 2/Lt, 


17/16 
3 Gaulite” Charles Pendrick 2/Lt » k, 18/8/16 
13 Gibbons, Alfred St Hill, Men Lt to rae ey Ag 
Charles Edward, t-Col, k , 8/8/16 
18 Gold, Gordon Brewer, Teme 2/Lt, i. 21/7/16 
13 Golln, Edgar Bearman, Temp 2/1 — 14/3/17 
4 Goodman, Claude Pendarvis, 2/Lt, k , 18/8/16 
8 Gordon, Robert Hope, Lt , k, oe 16 
3 Gray, Vivian, 2/Lt, k, 18/8 A 16 
3 Green, Damel Abbott, 2/Lt, & , 13/11/16 (att rst Bn), 
20 Green, Robert Edward, 2/Lt, k , a ret 
12 Gregory, Henry Vincent, Lt, k, 15/ g/t7 
20 Grennan, Gerald Lismore, Temp 2/ ‘ k , 12/10/16. 
18 Gnffin, Douglas Morley, nk 2/Lt,d , 16/7/16 
9 Gummer, Basil Austin, ale 12/8/36 re 
10 Guthrie, Robert cl haat Capt, Kk. 9/8/ 
14 Hames, Ernest Edward Cc, thks 2/ Lt died, 
11/2/17 
16 Handyaide, John, Temp 2/Lt, : 5 rere 
3 Hannon, John Coulson, 2/Lt, k : 1 
9 Hansen, William George gia ty ; naa 16 
4 Harrison, Wilham, Lt , “a a 9/ {16 
9 Hartt, Harold, o/it | Is/7 
16 Haworth, a/Lt, k, 19/7/16 (att. 
Machine ‘Gun a, te 
Henshill-Wood, Alexander Russell wi¥ ee /9/1 6 
18 Herdman, George cree Bare 2/ Lt., k es 16, 
: Eerschel Wilhed Ales ra tat i - 6. 
5 He 1 exander, 2/Lt , k., 23/5/1 
19 Hick, Harold Crispen, ig 2/Lt , k » 12/7/16. 
17 Higgins, George Frederick,Temp Major, k , 10-12/7/16. 
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14 Haldatch, Richard, Temp. Es 14/5) 86. 
3 Hirst, Gerald Wilham, =] it: /2/t7. 
a0 Hobbs, Henry Seine 
3 Hollins, James P, Temp ¥y 5 & Qr Mr., died, 3/2/16. 
% Hood-Rowan, Maxwell, a/Lt., k., 12/8/ 16, 
4 Horbury, George Squire, Temp. a/Lt, k, 21/5/16. 
a Hornby, Wilham, Temp 2/Lt,k, 12/10/16 
7 devo aad Cottrell Seymour, Temp. Capt., k., 
12/10/1 


. 3 Sperling, 3 , k., 10/9/16. 
3 abt ae Tel Archer Ronald, 2. Le, k ; ere att 4th 


ge ) 

5 Hudson, Cuthbert Newton, Lt., k , 29/3/17 

14 Humphrey, betes Ben, Temp 2/ Ae ,d, a 16 
4 Hutchings, nneth Lotherington, a k, 3/9/16 
1 Hutchinson, Willam Murray, Capt , » 27/4/16 
13 Innes, Alfred James, 2/Lt,k, agit 

17 Ireland aie pasting Temp 2/Lt,k, 12/10/16 
3 Irving, ‘Thomas ry, 2/Lt,k, 19/8/1 6 

4 James, Fredenck, Tem 2/Lt, k, aos)? 
14 Jenmson, Alfred Denzil, Temp 2/Lt., died, p7fone 
17 Johnston, William Holden, 2/Lt,k, 30/7/16 

2 os Enc, os 2/7/16 

tree a , 30/7/16 

% ones, W Nie feos Lt, 28/6/16 
10 Jowett, Alan, 2/Lt a Pe 
20 Jowett, Willam all Tees z Lt,d, 28/6/16 


8 Keith, Noel, Ee. E k., 22/5/17 
King, Frank 2/Lt, k, 14/9/16 


14 
1 Lauder, George ay ett 2/Lt, k, 30/7/16 

55 Laughlin, James Courtnev, Temp 2/Lt, k., 1/7/16 

13 Leak, Reginald, Temp 2/Lt,d, 14/9/16 

g Lee, Charlea Fredernck, 2/Lt, d. a7iaita 

8 Levene, Nathan Newille, 2/Lr ,k , 8/8/16 

Z Lewis, Harns, 2/Lt , tie 

»2/La ,d, 11/8/16 


Lilley, William Dena H 
wn German hands) 
8 pli Paul Osborne, Lt , k , 12/9/16 
19 Lioyd, Richard Glyn, Lr, k, 13/9 16 
4 Lomas, John Henry, Temp 2/Lt, k, 30/8/16 (att 


98th Me 
Donald Hough, 2/Lt, k., 8/8/16 
‘7 Lonely. be Leshie Gordon, Temp 2/Lt., k, 12/9/16 
(att roth Lan Fus ) 
1s Leah Arthur Towers Tem aie Sait 19/8/16 
10 McConnan, George, Capt. (Tp ), 16 
13 McDonald, Alexander, Temp 2,Ltr,k, 14/97/16 
10 MacLaren, artic at nig 2/L rp k., 29/6/19 
10 MacNae, Robert, MC, 2/Lt 10/10/16 
19 Mackie, Frank sanes Temp 2 "Ue. » 29/5/17 
12 Mackie, James Temp Capt,h, 10/4/16 
Re Mc\icker, John Wilham Temp 2 mie » 14/7/36. 
Mahon, James Harold, Ca » 13/9/16 
§ Mahon, Oswold Sydney ison, 2/Lt , d., 14/4/19 
1 Mansergh Harry Read, Temp: Lt, d, 12/11/16 (att 
9 
9 Mason, George William, oon a k , 9/4/17. 
ic Mather, Norman, 2/L1 .k, 9/8/16 
7 Matthews, Edwin Harcia2 ioe k., 8/8/16 
uy Adrian Robson, yi eS 8/9/36 
Sir magetye Albert Neo ca Ao Aa 
ao Melly, Reginald Ernest, Lt, k, i 7/16 
18 Merry, Ralph Valentme, Temp 2/Lx,k , 1/7/16 
10 Mill, Leonard Binning, Le, k , 9/8/16 
19 Milliken, Frank Stevens, Tem, 2/La.d, f/5/17 
13 Mitchell, Clement Alexander, ‘Tem Capt : Bo tsvro/ae 
3 Mitchell, Guy pte sha et Temp ajor, k, 15/8/17 
13 oes. cate ibe . Tem ny Seat cao: 
10 Montgome aa it 1 
s Moore, Willem tear 1/8/16 
"7 Morns, wrooee Meche. Teng sk d , 7/9/16 
Morris, Wilham Oliver Ernest, Temp 2/Lt, k, 17/6/16 
6 Moss, Morrice Edgar, 2/Lt., k , sis 4h 16 
7 Mottram, Osborne ene, Capt, k , $/8/16 
10 Muir, Allan, Lt, k., 15/5/16 
11 Mulroy, Thomss Bernard, bly 2/Lt , dyed, 23/1/16 
2: Murdoch, Ronald Hamulton Wilham, Temp 2/Lr,k, 
2& sgl ts {att 4th Rn ) 


20 M oeeph Walter, Temp 2/Lt,k , 30/7/16 
12 Myer. ilfnd Herman, Temp Capt . cr 10/4/16 
4 Nickalls, Edward Gilbert, Temp ain, » 16/8/16, 


19 Nickson, Wiltam, Capt, k , 30/9/16 
zo Orford, Ernest Charles, Temp ap! Kk, 30/7/16 


1g Parry, John bert Bena Tem lex : 14/9/ 16. 
zo Paterson, Robert Denz: an Lk ; we 
H ae Robert uM rdon, a/Lt A a 
t Patey, ty, k , 20/§ 
12 every Evelyn Henry Maleolens jest ok Capt F Shed, 


13 Phillipe, Joseph Alexander, Lt, & , 3/5/17 


19 Porritt, Edward Radcliffe, k, Temp 2/Lt., 30/7/16. 
» Porter, Edgar Wardle, 2/Lt, d., 32/6) 16. 
13 Purdon, Robert Gordon, 2/ sit? ; 
11 Pye-Smuth, Phillip Howson oy, emp Lt, k., 18/$/27. 
ro Racine, ag Guy class k., o/a/r7 
18 Ravenscroft, G 7 as Tem cape ,k, 38/10/16. 
5 Heeve, Matty 2a/Lt, 18/5/16 
4 Reid, John, ‘Te emp aie t, Me 18/8/16 
10 Reid, John Lavens, 2/Lt, » 12/9/16. 
1/2 Reid, Robert, 2/Lt,d, aie {197 
8 Richa rds, Charles Walter, ait, i, 27/9/16. 
Rideal, Samuel, 2/Lt,k , 27/6 /t 17 
9 Riley Herbert ‘Angus, ri re k , 28/6/16. 
9 Robinson, James, 2/Lt,k, 20/5/17. 
4 Ross, John Edgar, Capt, d, as acre 
5 Rowe, themes. 2/Lt, k, 23/ 5/16 
Ryan, Finley Francis, M C , Capt , k, 25/6/17. 
6 St George, Harold Edgar, 2/Lt, : 13/8/ 
5 Saunders, William Gulbert, Capt ap’ ) k, 6/9/16. 
13. Scoones, "Earl Foster, Temp 2/Lt na af 
17 Scott, Dudley Holme, Temp rags ‘ d ‘ 2 /7/16. 
13 Segal, Marcus, 2 Rak (Tp), k, (0/17 
a9 Sergiades, John Nicholas, Lt 4 k , 30/7/16 
Sharpe, John Sutton, 2/Lt , 8/8/16 
19 ae George ‘Woods,’ mos 2/Lt. (A/Lt), k., 


{o; 
6 Shield, V Wilham James, 2/Lt, k 2/3 /19 
13 Simkin, Horace John, Capt (Tp. )d, Leité 
4 errr Allan James Spencer, pt (Tp), k., 
1 I 
18 Sinclair, William, 2/Lt (Tp), k, pe ieii6 
16 Slaughter, Arthur Charles, 2/Lt (Tp), d, 23/8/16. 
10 Slocock, Lancelot Andrew Noel, 2/Lt ,k, 9/8/16. 
20 Small, Hugh rare 2 Lt (T p)k, 10/7/16. 
12 Smethurst, John, 2/Lt (Tp), k, 16/0/16 
9 Smith, Ailan Wenman, Lt , killed, 18/3/17 (and R.F.C ). 
rs Smith, Jas Norman, 2/L ¢ (Tp ), k » 31/7/16 
17 Smith, Ralph Henry, 2/Lt (Tp), k 30/7/16. 
4 Soden, Harold Corbet, Li k, 22/5/16 
17 Sproat, James McCosh, z/la.k ‘ 17/7/16. 
3 Stainforth, George, 2/Le (Tp), k ears 
18 Statton, Percival Graham, 2/ Lt (Tp),d, ea! 17 
97 Stephenson, Arthur Thomas, Lr,k, 876/16 
BA Stewart, mage 2/Lt, k 24/10/16 
§ Stewart, John Nelson, 2/Lt,k , 9/4/17 
t Swallow, John Reginald, nits eT ghee 
7 Taylor, Edward Staveley, 2/Lt, d, 19/8/ 
19 Taylor, Norman Leopold, 2/Lt (Tp). d. “iB/o/s6 
13 Thomas, Bryn Atherton Brodie, a (T Ps » 16/8/16 
7 Thomas, Edward Palgrave, 2/Lt, k , 9/8/16 
12 Thompeon, pens pene! 7 La Te Dey 3/9/16. 
12 Thompson, rge Eric, 2/Lt P Pe. 
11 ed sree George Frederick Maynard Lh | bg (Tp.), 
» 19/8/17 
Thomson, John, 2/Le, k , 18/6/17 
& Tipping, Wilham, 2/Lt , k, 8/8/16 
1 Tees. John Theo St Clair, 2/Le, k., 8/8/16 (att. 
11 Bn) 
18 Tomlinson, Robert Henry, 2/Lt ety) ), d., 19/7/16. 
2 Towers, Grainger Mal Lt,d,20/1/ 116 
Tapp, Arthur William Howard, Brev-Col., died, 
had 7. 
Baha eased Vailham Alfred, an: dK 
18/10/16 


4 a pene Laie efit CF (Tp).d, sty 

20 Va n, John, 2/Lt (Tp), 0/7/16 

19 Vaughan: oberts, Richard wWilhaze Le. (Tp), k., 

40/7/1 
Wainwright, Henry Carrey, Lt (Tp), oe § 

a Waclev, William Norman, 2/Lt, & Shi (att. 

18 A eal ‘lurner Russell, ant (tp. d , 2/7/16. 

18 Wane, Hayward, 2/Lt (T hy we /10/16 
. ’ 


21 Watson, Arthur Paton, 2/ : , 13/10/16 
9 Watson, Harry, 2/Li,k , 12/8/16 


3 Turmbul Henry James, 2/Lt,k, pastor te 
4 Turton, Thomas Charles, 2/Lt ( Tp sh 
1 


g Watts, Norman Luther, Major (To) ), & 35/01) 16. 
Webster, John Robert Ward, 2/ 
; Weld-Blunde!l, Robert Shirburne, 2 Ash ne 
3 Wheeler, Henry iy Ae Camden, Capt:, died 
of ee 16 one oo d Coast). 
we ie Glaiwen, a7kt (Tp), 8/4/19 ages 


9 whhered, Mark, 2/l1 ,k , 12/8/16. 
3 Whiteside, Robert F Park kinson, ne af Lt. (Tp ) 38 aT, 
hy Pe aaasacnad p.), de 
i 


8 
20 whihe, rome, Capt (Tp), pT 60/16. 


13 Whitley, William George, 2/ 
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Wilkinson, Geoffrey Ellison, 2/Lt. 6 
is William, John: Rhanws. es BEE vers ae fe 


8 Wilkens, H arry Benjamin, M C eras > 3/5/17. 
19 Willmer,Waltes, Ca pt (Tp), k, 13 /7/16 
s Wilson, Charles Liniany. 2/Lt » k., 8/8/16. 


toon, E 2/Lt.,k, fied att zst Bn 

8 w thy Baa Li, (Tp a apse f sid ; a 
ter Guise, 2/Lt » k., 30/7/1 

i. Woodend yy Herbert rae gree os ; 9/8/16 

6 Wright, Geo: TEE 2/Lt,d, 19/ of 16. 

13, Wynne, Arnold, 2/Lt. TD ), k , 8/4/17 


2 


SOLDIERS 
DEPOT 


Crompton, Herbert, 19324, L/Cpl, dh, 15/3/17 
Hughes, Thomas Henry, rk Pte ,d 20/11/16 
Jacks, Alfred, 27421, Pte, ,2/ 3/16 1 


McRitchie, Joseph, 70837, Pte, dh, 26/6/17, formerly 


19335, R Lan Regiment 
Newton, Charles, 12704, Sgt, dh, 5/8/16 


ist BATTALION 


Abraham, Joseph, 30307, Pte, k, Baris 
Acton, Albert Edward, 58409, Cpl , k, 3/58/17, formerly 
28477, Manchester Regiment 
adorn, Richard Thomas, 14894, Pte, k, 3 7/5) 17 
Alden, Frederick William, 9862, CSM, d_ 9/8/16 
Allen James, 11919, Pte , k , 27/6/16 
Anderson, Frederick yee 52973, Pte, k 15/11/16 
Anderson, Samuel, 10146, Pte, k, 30/7! 10 
Anderton, Albert, 28226, L/Cpl k, 1/8/16, formerly 
2270, Manchester Regiment 
Anderton, Joseph 28227, Pte, k, 1/8/16, formerly 4604, 
Manchester Regiment 
Armstrong, Fred, 53489, Pte, k, 3/5/17, formerly 4511 
Manchester Regiment 
Arundale, Wiliam, 26648, ee , 8/8/16 
Ashall, James, 47282, Pte, k, ialaler 
Ashworth, Albert, 52 91, hee ‘i 
4654, Manchester ment 
Atheton, George, 29055, Pte, ele A x0 
Bagguley, Hamlet, 26439, Pre es gioise 
Bailes, Sampson, 52496, re , k, 15/11/16, formerly 
3377, Manchester Regiment 
STi Tobin: 9400, Pte, k , 8/8/16 
Ball, Marvel Aubrey, $2497, Pte, k, 15/11/16, formerly 
5058, Manchester Regiment 


nm 1 


‘ rr 1/16, formerly 


13/3/1 
JAttA 


2 , 8/8/16, formerly 
, Manchester Regiment 
Bardsley, "John Edward, 52498, Pte, k 13/3/17, formerly 
395, Manchester Regiment 
Barrett, Thomas, 20891, Pte, k, 11/3/17 
Barrett, Thomas, 27976, L/SEt its she /16. 
Baxendale, Robert, 10605, C - 30/7/16 
Beamer, Leonard, 13681, Pict 
Beever, George, 52507, Pte , k, "2 oe ert 16, formerly 2694, 
Manchester Regiment 
Bird, Thomas, 53000, Pte, k, 15/11/16, formerly 4918, 
‘Manchester egiment 
Boardman, Thomas, 53024, Pte, k, 6/2/17, formerly 
Booth at Manchester ers 
Allan, 30306, Pte , d, 26/5/16 
Booth, James, 12816, Pte. ik, ero 
Bowles, Arthur, 269663, ly , 25/6/17 
Bradbury, Arthur, 52994, Pie k, oe 17, formerly 4892, 
Manchester Regiment 
Bradford, John, 52519, L/Cpl , 
at anchester ceest 
Bra George, 53035, Pte, k, 15/11/16, formerly 5097 
anchester Regiment 
pes Samuel, 48030, Pte, k, 13/3/17, formerly 5374, 
anchester egiment 
Breeze, Charles, 11518, Pte, k , 4/5/16 
Brett, John, 52521, Pte , Gd, 22/3/17, formerly 5195, 
Manchester ane 
Bndson, Frederick William, Bore, Pte , d, 21/4/17 
Brierley, Ernest, 52523, rei , 15/ 11/36, formerly 3125, 
Manchester Regimen 
Briscoe, Thomas, 31573, L/Cpl, k , 8/8/16 
Broadbent, Thomas Dakin, 52 90, Pte, k, 15/11/16, 
formerly 4832, Manchester Regiment 


, 15/11/16, formerly 


Broadbent, William, 53016, Pte, k, 28/10/16, formerly 
5017, "Manchester Regiment 
Broederlow, Oscar, 52276, Pte , Me > 1§/11/16 
Brown, Charles, 52524, Sgt, k, 14/3/17, formerly 2702, 
Manchester Regiment 
Brown, Enoch, 25250, Pte , k , 28/4/17 
Brown, John Thomas, 9738, L/Cpl, £, 8/8/16 
Buckely, William, 28116, Pte, d, 28/7/16 
Bull, John, 14220, Pte , d, hia 
Burgess, John Alex, 38817, Pte ,k , 28/4/17 
Burns Thomas, 52985, Pte, d’, eH 1/16, formerly 4760, 
Manchester Regiment 
Burns, Thomas, 31823, Pte, k, seed formerly 51444, 
RW Fusiliers 
Burrows, Arthur, 243725, Pte, k , 22/6/17 
Bushell, Charles, 28158, Pte, a Ge 17, ee 19560, 
Manchester Regiment se 
utterwort rt, 52523, Pte, k, 23/4/17, formerl 
4686, Manchester eeent Benes sf 
Byrne, Joseph, 26458, Pte , 297 1/16 
affery, John, 52535, Pte » k, 15/11/16, formerly 4182, 
Manchester peor 
Cain, James, 11906, Pte , k , 8/8/16 
Callaghan, George, best Pte, k, 15/11/16, formerly 
2577, Manchester Resumen: 
Callaghan, Robert, 8262, Be » 3/5/17 
Campbell, James, 9911, Pte , yi 
Capewell, James, 27811, Pte, 7 , 1/6/16 
Carr, Charles, 14699, Pte , 27 6/16 
Carter, William, goo2, i » 8/8/16 
Cartmell, John 52538, Pte, a 30/11/16, formerly 4670, 
Manc ester Regiment 
Cartmell, Richard, 201004, Pte, k , 25/6/17 
Carty, Michael, 12829, Pre, k, 31/1 /16 
Cassidy, Martin, 27292, Pte, k, ee 1/16 
Catherall, Arthur, 53015, Cpl , » 3/5/17, formerly so12, 
Manchester Regiment, M 
Chadwick, Harry, 58495, Pte, d, 4/3/17, formerly 37915, 
Manchester Regiment 
Chambers Stanley, 52282, Pte, d, 13/3/17 
Chorlton, Willie, 52543, k, 15/11/16, ‘ornetlg 4604, 
Manchester Regiment 
Christy, William, 22003, Pte, k , 3/5/17 
Christy, Charles, 12731, Pte ke ; 19/4/ 16 
Christy, John William, 52988, Pte, k, 17/1/17, formerly 
4775, Manchester peaunent 
Christ sty Robert, 52986, Pte, k, 17/1/17, formerly 4760 
anchester Regiment 
Clare, William James, 23748, Cpl , k , 8/8/16 
Clarke, Ernest, 22161, Pte , k ' /8/16 6 
Clarke, Thomas, 11848, sea , 8/8/16 
Clayton, Eli, 56493, Pte, d, "28/ 3/17, formerly 48190, 
neashire Regiment 
Collier, Frank, 52545, L/Cpl., k, 15/11/16, formerly 
4610, Manchester Rot 
Collins, James, 52546, Pte, k, 15/11/16, formerly 2432, 
Manchester Regiment 
Collister, Robert Clague, 27878, Pte, d, 8/8/16. 
Commons, Perc a7 John eee 242527, Pte, k, 25/6/1 
Compton, Fred, 52547, Pte, k, 13/11/16, formerly 2 
anchester Regiment 
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Cooke, Francs, 28000, oe ig Shah 8/8/16, MM 

Cooper, Thomas, 52989, » 18/11/16, formerly 48a5, 
ey Was Mea L/Cpl, /11/16 

Cooper, am 53011, Cel k., 15/11/16, 
Gis joke 6, Manchester Regim 

: Frederick 530138, Peek, Bi a/ivi: formerly 

appre Toho Fredencl egiment. 

Crompton, Ernest, 28005, L/Cpl, k, 15/11/16, formerly 


7939s Manchester Repent 
Ciinsangham, Harry, 26967, Pte ik: 28/4/17. 


Codes Soke Noah, 26969, Pte , k 30/ {1 
Curley, John, 9226, ee d , 30/8/16 aks 


Curphy, mas Edward, s7348, Pte ,k , 17/1/17 

Damuth, George, 27821, Pte , , 25/6/t 6 

Daltan, John Richard, 307692, Pe k., 25/6/17. 

Darey, John, 8021, Pte, nt 1/6/1 v 

Dawson, John, 48172, Pt e,k, § git? 

Deariove, Robert Shirley, 9 08, k , 8/8/16 

Deam, Henry, 49481, L/Cpl , k 3/5/17 

Deering, Thomas, 308043. Bie, k., 25/6/17, formerly 
Delete Wile fore Regiment 

ill:am James, 29013, L/Cyl k., 8/8/16 

Dellow, ‘Sydney, 26273, Pte , : , 42 13/19 

Denison, James, 42914, Pte, d, 16/2/17 

Dolan Richard, 26260, Pte ‘a 8 6/16 

Douglas, Wilham Arthur, 241021, Pre, k , 25/6/17 

Donaven, Ben, 52570, Pte, k, 1 5/11/16, formerly 3002, 
Manchester Regiment 

Doolan, Francis, ee Pre, k , 8/8/16, DC M 

Dosle, John, 38805, A 18/11/16 

Draper, Wilham, 202622, Pie: k, 3/5/17 

Duckers, Jess, 14053, Pte, k , 8/8/16 

Duckworth, Walter 53573, Pte, k, 3 5/17, formerly 3484, 
Mauctesice Regiment 

Duffv, Henry, 28055, Pte, k, $/9/16, formerly 23349, 
Manchester Regiment 

Duncan, pole Henr. Moore, £1520, Pte, k., 5/3/16 

Dunkin, Wilham John, 35190, Pte, k, 13/3/ 17 

Dunn, David, 27268, Pte, k, 8/8,’ = 

Durning , Neil, 30527, Pte . k, 31/1/16 

Eatough, John Charles, 0120, Cpl h, 25 10/16, DCM 

Eliens, James Charies, 47257, Pre, k, 3/5/17 

Elis, Joseph, 52582, Pte, k., 2/9/16, ee 2447, 
‘Manchester Regiment 

Erdman, Harry, 2190) Cpl, k, 8/8 16 

Evans, George, 28249, Pre. k, 1, &/16, formerly 16078, 
Manchester Regiment 

Evans, Harold, 49621, Pte, . 25/6/17 

Evans, Juhn, Ge Ne Sgt, 1§‘11/16, formerly 1968, 
Manchester Regiment 

Evans, Peter 32954, de d, 15/3/17 

Everton, Archibald, 9872, Pte, k, 1/8:26 

Farrar Emest, 52590 L/Cpl, k, 13/11/16, formerly 
4776, Manchester Regiment 

Rarreil, Patrick, 20212, Pre. k , 8/8/16 

Ferrom Robert, 30553, Pte, k, 8,8, 16 

Finn, Joan, &7 756, Pre, k , 88 Wy 


Finneran, 30903 Pte, ee 
Fusher, Viilltam Henry, 10316, "Pie. fH 16 
Fletcher, Thomas Dickson, 11650, com 8/8/16 


Flood, Arthur Patrick, 1 790. Sgt,k, 15/11/16 

Fiynn Wilham, 27273, »k, 3/97/16 

Forrest, Join, 52594, Pte d, 18/4/19, 
Manchester Regiment 

Foster, Fredernck, 25042 Cpl, d, 3:/7/16, M Mi 

Foster, Wilharm, 12299, “gt, k, 21/1/16 

Francis, Frank, giao ig . ‘k , 30/7) 16 


formerly 4823, 


Fraser, Jarnes, 53045, Pt 15/11/16 
Gallagher, Richard, 200283, Leal be k., 25/6/17 
Csarland, 8, 10301, F 1 46/1 16 


Csarner, Edvard, 11200, Pre ‘ i 8/8/16 

Gere, Walsam, 28254, Pre, k, 8/8/16, formerly 4570, 
Manchester Regiment 

Gilbertson, William James, 59033, Pte, k, 26/1/17, 
formerly 24972, Border iment 

Gill, James Patnck, 28192, 
16703, Manchester Regiment 

Glew, Walter Edward, 9831, ae k 8/8/16 

Glover, Bertram 11931, Pte,d, 11/8/16 

Goddard, Roy Arthur ries , 26393, Pre, d ,t4/7/16. 


» k, 3/8/17, formerly 


Croldie, Vilbam, 5862 23/3/17 
Goodall, , 10828 or. ea 
Gomball John, 13228 Bee $/8/ 16 


Guvey, James, 11752, Litpi k, 1/6/16 
Csrant, Ate 0636, Pre , k., 55/11/16 
Grayson, Elhs, Beeak. Pte , k., 18/3/17 
Grays ohn, $2974, Pte. d, 23/8/17 
ccrameee: Chari O50 ees Bo TSI AM 
reaves, Percy, 35/11/16, fosmer : 
Manchester heganaot : mony 


h, John va 25118, Pte., k , 8/8/16 
Guest, George, 241918 t} 0/5/17 
Habsscoutes pee eres oe 28/4/17, formerly 


24270, 
Hall, laa ee Pte, 
Hall, Frank, 14383, Pte ei "3/ /16 
Hal Goouse,” wae Col Peay: formerly 466 
ree, $2 » 12/5/17 form 
a oe Reinet : k, 3/3/ ile 
1873, Ce 23 5 Hy; 
hea reer 11713, Pte h, 12/8/16 
Hesaiie | Alexander da aed Pte, k, 1/6/16 
Harding, Arthur, 30444, Pte E357 
saree; Ernest, 53051, | "18/11/16 formerly 
514, Manchester Re ment 
Haras, > Ebomas, 105315, , 8/8/16, 
Harnson, Alfred, 28187, Pte. a At Sea, 9/8/16, formerly 
15946, Manchester Regiment. 
Haskayne, "Charles William, 47289, Pte ,d , 17/2/ aA 
Hayward © Charles Joseph, 11943, L/Sgt , gene C.M., 
cay, George, 52612, L/Cpl, k, 3/5/17, formerly 3360 
anchester Regiment 
Heasley, Alexander, 9127, Pte, k, 3/5/17 
Henderson, Joseph, 49478, Pte , x 24/3/17 
Hesford, James, 27782, Pte, d, da/t/16 
Hetherington, Harry, 2 8264, Ei ph 
2487, Manchester Regiment 
Hewitt, ‘Thomas, 52619, Pre, k, 
oe Manchester Regiment 
ee Wilham, 52618, Pte, 
Manchester Regiment 
eke; Horace Harold, 57006, Pte, k, 15/11/16, formerly 
son: Manchester Regiment 
Higginson Charles, 52209, L/Cpl, k, 25/6/17, formerly 
3397, “Mlanchester Re meor 
Hignert, Thomas, 27755 Pte ,k, 1/6/16 
ighton, Walter, 31595, Pte. c. = 35/11/16 
ditch, Samuel, 30780, Pte, k , 1/6/16 
Hitter Harold, "20298, Rae Hy , 21/6/16 
Hindle, Joseph, 49604, Pte , k , 25/0/17 
Hodges, Fred, 37530, Pte, es 3/8/19 
Hoerty, James, 2 193, Pte ,k, ra/itsibs formerly 16784, 
Manchester  Reament 
Holding, Alex, 11923, Pte, k, a7 0/16 
Holding, William, 56522, Pre , . 21/1/17, formerly 27355, 
East Lancashire Regiment 
Holland, Wilham, 28011, Pte, k, 1/8/16, formerly 2853, 
Manchester Regiment 
Holt, Herbert, 52628, Pre, dh, 27/8/17, formerly 4694, 
Manchester Regiment 
Hont, Frederick, 10941, Pte, ot 
Hopkins, Albert Henrv, eas sat, k, 35/31/16 
Houghton, John, 28264, Pte, d, 4/6/16, formerly, 2175 
M fanchester Regiment 


, 31/1/%6, formerly 
15/11/16, formerly 
» 15/11/16, formerly 


Howard, Augustine 37553, ia » 13/41/16 
Howard, John, 41967, Pte, : ee 17 
Howard, A slham, 9533. Pies arene 


Bowe Richard, 41198, Pre, . 1/3/17, formerly 136889, 
Hughes, Charles, 12041, we > k , 8/8/16 
Hughes, Christopher, 106 te, k, 8/8/16 
Hughes, Creorge, 203689, ,d, 16/3/19 
Hulme, George “Stanley, sjo10o, L/Cpl, 
formerly 4985, Manchester Regiment 
Hunt, Stephen, &38s, Pte, d , 28/8/16 
Hurst George, 63039, Pre, k., 3/5/17, formerly 51009, 
; Nig iestd tet ge t e 
sham, Edward. 9194, Set, 
Isherwood, Chartes, 52634, i y k. 15/11/26, formerly 
3062, "Manchester peaemient 
esate John, 52295, Pte, g 23/4/17 
— sind ye 8254, be 13/3/17 
chael, 112 os, Pie k, abi ali7 
lobhing. a Valter Carr, 41302, Pte ,k, 20/1/16 
lohnson, Frederick, 30048 48, Pre, pK 8/8/16 
lohnson, Creorge, alos 0689, Pre , 27/4/16 
; ny 


ohnson, James ti ; hy 
Johnson, John ohn jen, gost4, Pe , 30/5/17, formerly 
Jones, Joh ET homas, eg ste a. 19/11/16, formerly 
aad 9, Manchester 
eter, S745, C. * 8/8/ 16, M.M. 


plone Robert, 279914, oF ‘ rie 6 
ones, Wilham, 52637, Sgt , k, 21/4/17, formerly 3088, 
Manchester Regiment 


Kelly, Albert, 28208, Pte, k., 26/8/16, formerly 56485, 
Kelly, James Patrick, 52638, Pte., k., 19/11/16, formerly 
ancheste: 


‘ s ¥ 
Kelly, Joseph, 18293, Pten d , 9/6/16. 


k, 23/4/17, 


THE KING’S REGIMENT (LIVERPOOL)—CASUALTIES 451 


Kenwnght, Albert, via E/col xy 2 gi 
Kenyon, Samuel, 2 ee 8/8/16, formerly 16294, 
Manchester Resanen 
Kerr, aig 1812, L Set k »K, ie 
Kingsley, Ellis, 522 i xk P 18/13/16 
, George, 32 , 9/10/16 
Lees ‘Herbert, Ebay. Pea a 3/5/17, formerly 4848, 
Manchester Regiment 
pe Wuiham, 30477, Pte » Pte, ee 13/11/16 
b , 53180, Pte, k, 15/11/16, formerly 4705, 
Fey ancheater Beeupest 
Lewis, Peter, 23325, Pte, k., ig 16 
Lisle, Arnold, 52 55, Pte, k , 15/11/16, formerly 2492, 
Manchester Regent 
Little, William John, 838, Pte ,d, 9/8/16 
Lloyd, James, 29697, rd, 18/5/17 
Lloyd, Lioyd, 1060s, Cpl i" 1/8/16 
Logan, George, 10396, e,k, pee 
Lomas, Frederick, 3056 1, Pte, k, 8/8/16 
Ludlow, Wilfred. awson, iy Cpl, k, 15/11/16, 
formerly 2749, Manchester Regiment 
Lunhan, Stephen, 49470, Pte ,d , 14/3/17 
Macine, Harold, 11998, A/Cpl , k , 19/2/17 
Maher, Richard, 30011 »k, 1/9/16 
Mallinson, Frederick Wallan, 30625, L/Ce, k, 8/8/16 
Marren, James, 30944, Pte 8/8/16 
BP el fii Leicesters Heaimen 
en, Roger, 11532, A/Cpl » 3/6/16 
Mone » Harry, 268418, Pte, k, ose formerly 4247, 
chester Regiment 
Mather, Wilham Henry, 27017, Pte Sie 1/6/16 
McCabe, Alexander, 9162, L/Cpl ,d, ere 16 
McDonald, Thomas, 55693, Pte, dane 


McFarlane, Riesadce, §2301, Pte 15/11/16 
McGrath, Wilham, 32405, Pte ; x, /16 
McGregor, Wilham, 11900, Cpl, k , 23/4/16 


McHarrie, Charles, 41887, Pte, g , 7/ 1/17 
McKeown, John, 11708, Pte » 14/3/16 
McLean, | David, , 8770, Pte, cus ’ 18/6/ 17 | 


RAKE 


ee James, 52304, Pte, k, 24/ uf 17 
Charles, 1 462, Pte, , 8/8/16 
Mellen William Henry 52663, Pte , k , 15/11/16, formerly 
3701, Manchester Regiment 
Mules, Leo Joseph, 35373, L/Cpl,k, fee 
Molland, sae ohn Henry, 27126, Pte. ‘ k 4 8/5/16 
Mooney, ohn Wilhe, 52673, Pte, d, 17/5/17, formerly 
2641, Manchester Regiment 
Moorcroft, William, 12008, Pte, d, ha 
Moore, Francis, 37626, Pte , k, 
Moorecroft, John, 42865, Pte, k aisha 
APS se Wilham Rosser, 29375; Pte 
Morley, James, 30055, Pte , d R 4/5/% a: 
Morris, Charles, 10521, Pte , #898 /16 
Moss, Albert, 32586, Pte , k, ery 1/16 
Munroe, Alexander, 10217, Pte , k , 8/8/16 
Murphy, a ha 7490, Pte, a 28/4/17 
Murt hn, 30455, Pte, d, 31/7/16 
Naylor, "Patrick, 6481, Pte . ee 17 
Neal, Frank, 11402, Bet rd 29 17/16 
Nolan, Ja ay dem es, 8971, P » 1/6/16 
ilham, 2 ors, vent ok » 23/4/17 
Oakley, Frank, 10844, Pte, k, Braye 
O’Connor, Patrick, 19349, bs ,d, ax( 3/49 
Orr, Thomas, 11974 te, k, 8/8/16 
Osborne, Albert dward, "316 Pte , d, 14/3/17, formerly 
21350, mr one Gat Re iment 
Parkes, Ernest, 8985, Sat 3/5/17 
Partington, oseph ; 1538 Br, ag Pay 28/4/17 
Paul, Alex Garlshore, 34488 m "3/5/17 
Peake, George, 34537, feoh | /16 
Pearson, John Will:am, 28068, be ; d's 8/8/16, formerly 
Manchester Regiment 
Peatfield, William Bell, ie ge Pte, re 25/6/17 
Peel, Arnold, Boge {o/r6 
Pennill, George Alfred, 28043, Pre, » 15/11/16 
Perry, Edward Griffith, 26170, Pte, k , 28/4/17 
Petherbridge, Witham, 1 11899, aes ‘ t , 1/8/16 
Philbin, James, 9892, Pte , a /16 
Ehilpay alter, 19832, Pte , 


» 30/7/16 


, ery 17 

atry, 11614, A/Cpl, ne I ae MM 
Plant, Percy, 52309, Pte k as 
Poe, Edvon Clegg, 28018, 

Manchester Reeumen 
2/8/16 
peed 16 

, 3/5/17, formerly 


k, 7/3/16, formerly 


Powel, j John, 14524, Pte 
ton, Bernard, 14226, Pee’ 
Price, George, Henry, 41223; peg 
136790, RFA 


Pritchard, Hugh, 9978, Pte, io 3/s/17 

Proudfoot, J $2308, Pte xk, 45/12/36 

Pugh, leg eee a Pte, d, oAlib 

Quiulliam, Henry, 18231, be vafaly7 

Rae, Wilham, 10131, Pte > a7 Ye 

Reardon, Arthur, 278 Sy bre, 15/11/16 

Richards, Thomas, 27816, Pte , Pe 

Richardson, Willkam Charles, 18 6, nee , d., 22/1/16 

Rigby, Peter, 26408, Pte , /6)18 

Riley, James, 27155, Pte , 

Riley, William, 11234, Cot, » 25/6/17 

Rimmer, Richard, 11803, hs 8/16 

Roberts, Joseph, 32745, Pte , k, 23/4/37 

Robertson, James, 57566, Pee formerly 849, 
Highland Drvision Cychat ' 

Robinson, Joseph Wilham, 56524, Pte , k , 3/5/17, formerly 
27342, East Lancashire Regiment. 

Rooney, Edward, 31361, Pte , k , 8/8/16 

Rooney, John, 11323, Pte, a’ » 9/6/16 

Rossiter, James, 9975, Pte, k, 1/8/16 

Royle, Samuel, 58518, Pte, d, 10/5/17, formerly 23246, 
Manchester egiment 

Ruffell, Henry, E , 46751, L/Cpl, d, 14/3/17 

Rushworth, John, 52718, Pte, k, 3/5/17, ee 296s, 
Manchester Regiment 

Ryland, Harold, 28044, Pte, d, 7/6/16, formerly 23576, 
Manchester Regiment 

Rylands, Joseph, 30371, Pte, d, S76) 16 

Sanderson, George, 27986, Pte 9/6/16 

Saunders, John Wilham, 52721, ae , 15/11/16, formerly 

4777, Manchester Regiment 

Saunders, Joseph, 270301, Pte , k , 30 a7 7/16 

Schofield, Ben, 52722, A/L /Cpi ; , 15/11/16, formerly 
2662, Manchester Ree 

Scott, Wilham, 52726, Pte, k, 3/5/17, formerly 1453, 
Manchester Regimen t 

Scragg, Arthur, 28022, Pte, k, 8/8/16, formerly 23372, 
Manchester Regiment 

Seddon, Peter, 52729, Pte, 
Manchester Regiment 

Sephton, Wilham, 30604, Pte, d, 4/5/16 

Sharp, Anthony, 23570, Pte, d j 13/12/16 

Shepherd, Henry, 10962, Pte Pe 7/7/16 

Shipley, William, 10353, Pte , 8/8/16 

Slater, Joseph, 6983, Pte, k ic aoe pete 

Smith, George, 26060, Pte ,k, 14/7/16 

Sparks, Robert, 9739, ‘Peee k, 28 /4/ 17, MM 

Speedie, Peter, 46606, Pte , k, 23/ 1/17 

Spink, Edward, 57574, Pte , kK, 13/3/17, formerly 782, 
Highland Divisional Crchst Corps 

Stafford, Ernest, 37217, Pte, k, 26/3/16 

Starkey, John, 52739, Pte, k , 15/11/16, formerly 4680, 
Manchester Regiment 

Startin, Arthur, 9028, Pte, dh, 5/2/16 

Steele, James Ibbeson, 23707, Set. d, 12/8/16 

Stemp, George, 52740, Pte, k, 1s/ 11/16, formerly 4899 
Manchester Regiment 

Stenson, John George, a Pte, k, gas 16 

Stewart, John, 20730, Pte 5 paras 

Stones, Thomas, 28283, Pte, ghia ty, 16, formerly 5257, 
Manchester Regiment 

Strange, Herbert, 11233, Pte, k, 29/7/16 

Summerfield, Thomas, 9338, Pte , d, as 16 

Sumner, Charles Arthur aspt Pe Pte «J fe asf 11/16 

Sumner, James, 29954, L Li) 

Sutcliffe, Harry, 52745, Pte, k ; Pi Se: formerly 4822, 
Manchester Regiment 

Tattersall, Alfred, 25109, Pte, k, ie 1/16 

Taylor, Edmund, 11521, Pte, 8/8/16 

Taylor, George, 11890, ie Bae z a 23/6/17 

Teale, Charles, 11717, Cpl,d, 13/8/1 6 

Thomas, John Robert, ee Pte , d, 20/2/17 

Thompson, Robert, 49463, Pte, d, 30/4/1 17 

Thorniey, Wilham Jonas Albert, "6/80 Pte, k, 2/8/16 

Thorpe Walter, g1o9, L/Cpl, k 

Timms, Thomas, 10650, Pte , k, 

Tomlinson, William Edward, a a: ria: d, 26/1/17, 
formerly 36573, Manchester Peer 

Tongue, James Liverpool, 11850, Pte, d , 8/1/17 

Toolan, Hugh, 37222, Pte, - 28/4/ . 

Toole, Andrew, 25164, Pte , , 8/8/16 

rnceys Frank, 31014, Pte, i "3/5/17 

ute Joseph, 11922, Pte, ‘d Z ax/t1/16 

Turner, Abraham, 52753, Pcs k., 3/5/17, formerly 

2546, Manchester Regimen 

Turner, George, 24879, L/Sgt , 4 , 10/6/17 

Turner, George, 28914, Pte, k, 3/6/16, Gocapas 2919, 
Manchester Regiment 

Turner, Harold, sre oe LSet k., 15/11/16, formerly 
2970, Manchester 


‘Balahey 


, 12/3/17, formerly 2389, 
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Tweedale, Charles, 204781, i k., 25/6/17, formerly 

Twyferit ae anchester ge eat /8/ F 
‘o: ohn, 10525, Pte 16, 

Tynan, Wilham, ars, ote - ek 8/8/16, formerly 16880, 
Manchester Regim 

Urie, Matthew, go2r, oe, Pte, e hades 

Urmeson, Rawlins, is, Sera »k, 14/7/16 

Valentine, Wilh chard, S737. ; pay : /11/16, 

Walsh, penta Francis, 9816, ae 

Walsh, Francis, 52761, Pte, k bene: formerly 4765 
Manchester giment 

Walters, Viilliam Charlies, 2 a te ber 2 }Sia/n7 

Warren, qone Albert, Peg esd 

Watson, Walter Wilham, 53178, Pie *” Mabey 16, formerly 


4577, Manchester R 
Webster, George, 33705, ae “a. a0 07 
West, Arthur Douglas, 52763, Sgt , 


3034, Manchester een 
Whalen paape s 8, Pte, k, 1/6/16 


, ne/it/i6. formerly 


Whelan, z, Pte, k oe! 16 
Whelan, Thomas, 27768, Pte , , 8/8/16 
Whelan, Thomas, 29377, Pte, k, 1/6/16 


White, Charles, 1oz51, Pte, d, ne 
Ma had Cyril, 11729, A/Cpl, k’, oft 16 
, James, §2706, Pte , k., 14/6/17, formerly 3689, 
Munchester Regiment 
Whitfield, William, 38290, Pte, k, 1/8/16, formerly 2426 
Manchester Regiment 


Wilkinson, Ed ames, 584 roan ty 11/2/1 
pee Henry, 3 age 88, Pte, very a 
Percy, 59032, Pte., k., tends, formerly 24191, 
e Bonde: Re Regiment 


Willams, Thomas, 52 52775; Pte Pte, k, 15/11/16, formerly 
210, Manchester Regiment 

Wiesham, Frederick, 28292, Pte, d, 22/3/17, formerly 
ma ‘Manchester Re rg 


Wilson, F pan a a »dadh, 14/10/16 

Wulson, dicen pone Pte , d, 28/3/16, formerly 2978, 
Manchester Regiment 

Wilson, Robert Henry, 34968, Pte 27/9/16 

Nhe William ee WSU, bie k, 15/11/16. 

ood, Thomas, 9200, 

Woodhewe, James, $2785, Pee k, Ler 17, formerly s2o04, 
Manchester Regiment 

Woodward, Reginald, 9920, Cpl k , 27/7/16 

Woosey, James Shearer, 243875, Pte, d » 26/6/ #4 

Worthington, Richard, 52756, Pte ;: k , 15/11/16, formerly 
2980, Manchester ‘Regiment 

Wright, John, 28289, Pte, d, 5/2/17, formerly 2734, 
Manchester Regiment 

Wynn, James, 28291, Pte, k, en formerly 2792, 
Manchester Regiment 


Young, Charles Will:am, 28074, Pte , k , 15/11/16, formerly 
16831, Manchester "Regiment 


and BATTALION 


Andrews, Wilham Robert, 23722 Mesopotamia, 
28/6/16, formerly 9664, Utahns Ramen 
Barlow, Henry, 10033, Pte,d, wat tana jzo/11/16 
Bridson, John Henry, 8662, Pte dia, 20/12/16 
Dennington, Charles, 9176, Ase d, India, 13/1/16 
Hughan, Alexander, aS » India, 24/9/16 
Jenians, Arthur, 23733. {Col » Mesopotamma, 24/8/16, 
formerly 10294, Roounent 
Loughlin, George, ees one od. India, 29/2/16 


Nicholls, William, 23724, Pte , d, Mesopotamua, 12/12/16, 
formerly 9851, ddlesex Regiment 

Pare, ors Henry, 10034, Pte, d, India, 
11/12/1 

Row bottom, Joseph, 2 + 23732, , Pte ae Mesopotamua, 13/10/16, 
formerly 1042, ddlesex Regiment 

Walker, David, 10683, Pte , d, India, 6/1/16 

Wilhams, Arthur, 23731, Pte , d, India, 24/1/16, formerly 
10995, Muaddlesex Regiment 


3rd BATTALION 


Hawker, Arthur Samuel, 13650, Pre , dh, 14/4/17 
Holme, Herbert, 42237, Pre , dh., 20/3 /17 
Bascombe, Henry, 12528, Pte , he 5/8/16 

Moss, Richard Joseph, 25173, Pte, dh., 3/2/16 


Murphy, John, 23749, Pte , d ee 30/12/16 
Owen, Peter Guy, 56666, Pte , At Sea, 20/3/17 
Roberts, Christmas, 65071, Bie d h, 31/5/17 


4th BATTALION 


Alcock, Richard Berry, 24 Pag eae Pte, er ate 
Anderson, Alfred, 21178, 
Appleton, Thomas, 10565, Pre , a 8/8/16. 
Armstead, William, 52488, Pre, k, 23/4/17, formerly 
3439, Manchester pire plata M 
Ashcroft, Leopold, 10853, Cpl, k, 18/8/16 
Ashcroft, Samuel, et Pte, k Ce 
Ashworth, Frank, 27452, Pte, k, 18/8/16 
Atherton Richard, 27947, Cpl, k ; 2/11/16 
erton, James, 20856, Pre, k » 15/8/16 
Richard, 13765, Pte, k, 9/2/17 
prapbec, Harry, 35497, Pte , 28/10/16 
Atkinson, Robert Danson, 11409, Pte , k , 18/8/16 
Baines, Edward Birchall, 51508, Pte , k, 29/8/16 
Haines, John, 49436, Pre , d, 2/5/17 


Baldwin, Vallam Henry, 29017, Pte, , 28/8/16 
Ballanune, John Charles, 515133, ‘ae pis /16 
Bamblett, Wilham, 9771, Cpl, 


Bardsley Fred, 35482, Pte , bs 38 Te 
Barnes “dward, 20085, Pre, k , 29/8/16 
Heamuh Herbert, ee Pte : ‘ , 18/8/16 
Beaton, stanley 8o60, Pte, d, 18/8/16 
Beattie Arthur Patrick, Boake Megh 23/4/19 
Beatue, Edward, 298 Pre , i ris 16 
Bell, Peter. 18988, L/ ae 
Benson, pt sagpe,” E . &., 18/8/16, formerly 
_ Machine © un 


Bibby, ising setieg 29303, Age ets I bat YY : 
,, George enry, 115 5 1 
bet oie Pee k., 18/8/16 


Boardman, Harold, cdi Ela Cpl Ps ee 
Booth, Edward, 10622, 
Boothman, Wilham, 13115, Pe, oe SiG 
Bowe, William, 26344, ace 18/8/ 16 
Bowler, Alfred, 306628, a 6/3/17 
Bowman, Alexander, ae ee k, Jae 16 
Bradshaw, John, 10374, Set , bat ra vs 
pracy John, 28147, Cpl, /8/16, formerly 6152, 
anchester Regiment 
Brennan, James, 11700, Cpl, d, 2/11/16 
Broady, James, 25950, Pte, k » 7/716 
Brophy, James, gi, Pte, d, 20/5/17 
Broughton, Richard, 407583, Pre, q m 78/8/16 
Brown, Edward, 307248, Pte paes 18/8/16 


Brownhill, John. 11587, Pre, k, Bed 

Budge, Robert Nelson, 14347, Pte 5/4/19 
Bul eld, John, 7672, Sgt, , 26/4/1 

Burke, Edward, 200090, > k, 23/4/17 


Burns, Francis, 12329, gay k x 18/8/16 

Burns, Michael, 30235, P : por7 ie 

Burton, Fred, 51505, Pte, es 28/10/16 

Burton, Sam 70S, Pte , ke , 18/8/16 
Cadogan, Pierce enry, 307259 sec ie 18/8/16. 
Cadwell, Thomas, 49423, Pte uf: 3/ 2/ el 
Callan, Thomas, 47437, Pte, k, 20/3/ 
Campbell, Alexander, 25722, Pe oe a ibis: 
Carter, John Thomas, 25072 ree, ¢ h , : / ae 16, 
Charlesworth, Thomas, 1836, Pre 8/8/16. 
Christian, Witham, them, 24467, ad, “aa/a) 8/16. 
Chrustory, W. ward, 269045, Pre., k., 24/2/17 
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Clarke, Thomas, 142 bed Pte, k, ee 

Clarkson, George fhe Pte, k, 3/2/17, 
formerly Si /6asbe9 Royal A ny Service Corps. 

Colebourne, Walter, 307 sh , Pte, k, 18/8/16 


Collins, foimlairs 49431, a Pais 

Colman, Joseph, 5120, Pte, k, "18/8/16 

Comaish, Wilham Henry, 2 239, Pte, d., 23/1/16 

Connell, John, 20509, Pte , k, 15/8/1 6 

Connolly, Henry, $1517, Pte »k, 20/8/16 

Connolly, John, 11993, Pte 7 k , 18/8/16 

Cooke, rge, 9907, Sat, a "18/8/16 

Cookson, Joseph, 7194, Pte >» 12/11/16 

Cooper, John, 44893 Bee » Kk, 28/10/16, formerly 
S/3/027429, Royal Army Service Corps 

Corcoran, Patrick, 51516, Pte , k , 29/8/16 

Corrin, John, 21354, » 29/4/17 

Coupe, Joseph, 18057, Pte, k, 24/4/37 

Croston, Richard, 41134, Pte 5 a's 23/4/27 

Crowe, Albert Bould, 269952, ete > 25/5/17 

Cunningham, Andrew, 51314, Pte, a » 18/8/16 

Dagger, Thomas, 47298, a d , 6/3/17 

Daley, George, 27416, Pte , , 20/7/16 

Davenport, Charles, 34995, Pt ao ry ad 17 

Davidson, ‘Thomas, 13224, Set; »k, 28/10/16 

Davies, David, 30432, Pte, = Dey, 16 

Davies, James, 11981, Pte, k , 24/4/16 

Davies, Richard, 8534, CS M: k , 24/2/17 

Davies, Samuel, 37351, ge? k, 20/5/17 

Davies, Walter, gel4, Pte , ; 15/7/16 

Davies, Wilham, 29353; i k, me/8(36 

Dean, Albert Ernest, 19570, Set , , 18/8/16 

Dempsey, Patrick, 307542, Pte , i , 18/8/16 


Devaney, Lawrence, 10061, Pte Ao: 31/8/16 
Dickenson, Wilham, 9658, — Sy 16 
Dolan, Edward, 7681, Pte , 8/8/ 16 


Dooley, Martin, 31214, Pte > k, 18/6/16 

Douglas, Francis, 8845, Pte , , 1/5/16 

Draper, Frederick Oswald, gosto, rte d , 3/3/16 
Duffy, Charles, 9274, Pte, k, ere /16 

Durrant, Dennis, 9090, pie ,d, 8/8/16 


Dykes, Wilham Francis, fied Pte , k , 28/10/16 
Edwards, David George, 2880, ue Pe 181 16 
Egan, Wilham, 14574, yas ae : 8/6 


E ott, Charles, 19023, Pte, k, abfio/16 

Ells, William Robert, os7, Pe d , 28/2/17 

Elhs, Thomas, 31528, ,d, 23/4/17 

Evans, Ells, 51520, Pte. 5 oe ;: ao/syt 6 

Evans, Willham, 36749, Pte , d , 24/5/16 

Fagan, William, 28056, Pte’, re 23/4/17, formerly 3717 
Manchester Regiment 

Fairhurst, Edward, 20858, L/Cpl , if 20/ 5/ 17 

Ferguson, Edward, 26245, Pte, - 8/16 

Fitzpatrick Henry, 13831, Pte, 27/3) 16 

Flanagan, James Henry, ned oR » 27/3/16 

Flegg, Frederick, 49 9382, ; ay 17 

Fletcher, {oseph, 678, Pte, , 28/10/16 

Fletcher, William, 49397, ae "k, p/2/ 17 

Foote, Frank Wilfred, 11975) Set » 23/4/17 

Ford, John, 7478, Pte , » 21/7/16 

Foster, Walter Barend. 13687, Pte, d, 27/4/16 

Foster, Willam, 11909, Pte, k, 18/8/1 6 

Francis, Wilham Geoffrey, 42847, Pre , k, 25/2/17 

Franklin, Patrick, 34741, Pte, 28/ 10/ 16 

Fraser, Frederick, $381, Sat, 1: ,28/3/ 16 

Gabbott, John Couldrey, 6033, Pte , ‘ ha 16 

Gallagher, David, 11969, Pte, k, Bey 

Gallagher, James, 42619, ee k, 7 Pe 

Garth, Frank, 25240, Pte ‘ 21/4 

Gavaghan, Leo oseph, age, L/eol, k, Be Le 17 

Gawne, William James, 338 eet 1/17 

Gerrard, Samuel, 8856, ; 14/ yy, 16 

pete cue. + Wii , Pte, k, ae; 8/8 

Gledhill 1am, zigza, Pte, 

Glennon, pee 33129, Pte, k, 18/8/ 16 

Gold, Joseph, 11781, Pte, k, 8/8/16 

Gorst, Lous Cha rles, 25193, Pte , k, 2/1/16 

Goshng, William George, 12603, Pte , d, 5/7/16 

Goulbourne, Harold Barnes, 8818, Pte , k, 29/8/16 

Graham, Daniel, 12191, Pte , ae 28/10/16. 

Grim, Parker, 0406 Pte | k , 23/4/17, formerly 31977, 

hester Regiment 


k, 14/5/16 


Green: “Albert 126, Pte, d, Res 
Green, John Charles, 3126 ad Pis , , 28/8/16 
Greenwood, oseph, 18553, BRUGES 
» 75 
Gregory, W Gnaths. George, sa eey a ‘bah we 
; 27/10/1 
vt, ars d’, 28/8/16 


griiehe, Robert, 215 
Grossmit » Wilham, 3254, Be pi 20/8/ 17. 
‘ Thomas, 9019, Sgt., k., 13/8 /6 


GG 


Hall, Harry, 20288, Cpl, 3/2/17 
Halsall, Thomas, 49354, L pag ‘ 0/5/27 
Hamilton, Matthew Thomas, 14502 et » 3/1/16 
Hamlin, Michael, 32541, Pte , 18/8/ 
Hampton, Wilham John, area Pte ,d, aie 

y, James, 14083, Pte, k, 28/8/16. 
Hargaraves, Robert, 11018, Pte, k, 23/5/16 
Harmon, Ps Patrick, 11350, Pte , k. 23/5/16 


Y, omas James, 29814, , 18/8/16 
Hosbex’, Jat ohn, 274: 98, Pte ,d, as/q/'6 | 


Haynes. 'Thomas Walter, 27 357, Pte, t» 20/8/ 16 
Heywood, Harold Wilson, 56393, Pak , 7/3/17, formerly 
31990, Manchester id a gee 
ines , Robert, 30404, Pte , pee ore 
Hill, William, 8960, Pte, k, 28/8 te, 
Hind, Herbert, 47297, Pte, » 2/5/ a 
Hirst, Sidney, 31780, Pte , ayy, 
dgkinson, Wilham, 234 Pte k, eee 
oey, George, 11509, one High 3/1 
Holden, William, 269268 ots a yf 4 17 
Hollands, Albert, 34773, Pte , 7 22/4/1 
Holliday, Charles, 31479, C ie , 28/10/16 
Honan, Martin, 8320, Sgt, Sie 16 
Hopkins, Thomas, 11294, Pte , k , 27/10/16 
Houghland, Arthur, 29930, Pte , k , 18/8/16 
Howard, Hilton, 35925, F Pte , k’ » 4/8/16 
Howarth, Fred, 34965, Pte, k, 22/4/17 
Hughes, Felix, 8920, Pte , ‘d, "27/ 10/16 
Hughes, John, 8995, Pte, k , 29/8/16 
Humphreys, John William, 11888, Pte , kk, 14/5/16. 
Hutchinson, Isaac, 14537, Pte , k yl 5/7/16 
Iddon, James, 36256, Pte, k, 22/4/37 
Ivory, Harry John, 1o690, oe: , 6/7/16 
James, John, 31307, Pte, k, 16 
ennings, Arthur, 9889, L/Set. t 28/8/16 
ohnson, Albert, 30691, Pte, k, 13/8/16 
ohnson, Brown, 27888, Pre, d, 18/8/16 
ohnson, James, 47386, Pte , k, 20/4/19 
ohnson, John, 8942, Pte , d : 20/3/17 
olley, James, 202536, L/Cpl , k , 22/4/17 
fones, Alexander, 11200, fre »d, 23/7/16 
‘ones, Samuel, 8973, hie Ss rik 
Kay, John, 12700, Pte, ; "11/12/16 
Kehoe, Peter, 8773, Pte, ot 4/11/16 
Kelly, Alfred, 12482, Pte ,d, 20/6/ iS 
Kelly, Herbert Douglas, nai Pte, k, 28/10/16 
Kelly, John, 14062, Pte, k, 15/4/16 
Kershaw, Albert Edward, 34808, 8/8 d , 29/10/16 
Kailganff, Patrick, 27871, Pte , 
Kallip, Robert Douglas, 2603, § t on 17 
King, William, 8990, Pte , 5/8/16 16 
King, William, 26426, ee ,d, ae 
Kinrade, Sydney, 29326, og k , 3/3/16 
Larkin, Lawrence, 307541, Pte , k ; us/ 8/10 


Lawley, George James, 29360, Pte , 20/7/16 
Lea, Alfred, 31292, Pte  k, is/eyie 

Leatherbarrow, Edward, 51527, Pte, k, 18/8/16 
Leaver, Thomas William, ears Lice k , 18/8/16 
Leonard, Allan, 23329, hg , 18/8/16 

Lewis, Alfred, 47306, Pte, d, 11/2/17. 


Lewis, Samuel, 8666, Pte , . 28/ me 16 
Lightbown, Wilham, 34145, Pte » 15/5/17 
Laster, Jo 11639, ‘Set , r6 

Loftus, Charles Frederick, 50666. Pte, k, 18/8/16 
Loftus, Michael, 12658, Pte Ks 10/5/1 6 

Lowe, Robert, 32952, Pte , k, sores 0 

Lowe, William Henry, 30052, Pte, k, 18/8/16 
Lund, John, 29048, Pte, d, 22/7/6 

Lycett, Thomas, 34501, Pte , , 18/8/16 

Mack, Michael, 27235, Pte ‘ Be: 

Maguire, Anthony, 11§25, bea’ k , 20/7/16 


Malone, William, 27205, i ; i u 18/8/1 6 
Marsden, William, 244s, Pes , 21/8/16 
Mason, James, 5371, Pte, k, » BELG 


Massam, John ilham, ak Pte , k , 18/8/16 
Mather, John, 56387, Pte, k, 12/5/17 
Maudsley, Robert, 8581 Pte’ , 18/8/16 
Mayes, Walter, 26. 25, Cpl, a aa 
McAlley, Richard James, 6132, ; Bl ba 
McAlhster, George, 7605, S 7 28/ 43/ 
McClellan, Thomas, 49399, Bite . q . Llp 17 
McCusker, Charles, 29965, Pte, d, hee 16 
McCutcheon, Richard Henry, aa 21/4/17 
McDonough, James, 44721, ; a 3/8) a6. ‘ouieriy 
79784, es hn cag « eagle 
McGregor, Willi 75, Beg bey, sar8) 16, 
McGuirk, James, 13 13570, 
McLaughlin, James oveph 5 pele ele ‘, 5/2/17 
McNally, James, 9286. 3/2/1 


McNally, James, 10609, Pak » 18/3/16. 
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a Patnck, 47413, Pu ted Nae {1 
ele, Thomas, 25273, Pte way, 


Monee Witham, 31854, Pre,” “ "20/6 16 
Mercer ‘Robert, 307609 oes f 18/8/16 
ree Frank, 89 1, Pte., <s 16 

23470, Pt 2 
Monr, Aired Witham, 36861 BO? k, 24/2/17 
Molyneaux, Patrick, 18431, Bees, k, 18/8/16, 


Monaghan, Patnck, 9086, ce y 20/5/17. 
Moore, Albert, 10932, ie ‘ 7 7 
Moore, Charles, 32393 r,t is 148 
Moran, James, 10304, pre hg _ 3/% 
Morrisey, Vincent, 10446, 6, Pte, Mee /16 
Morrow, Wiliam, 56227, Pte , re "38/27 17, formerly 16842, 
East Yorkshire R 


egiment 
Moxon, Albert, 4937+, hie k a 27/5¢ 17 


Murphy, James, 112 s/he 8/16. 
Murt, James, 13859, Pre , 
Musgreave, ve, Walter, 30529, pe , 28/10/16 


Nichol, James Patrick, 4 
Nome phrased 6402, 
ment 
31, Pte, k, 20/5/17 
29/8/16 
. 6, Pte, k, 39/7/16 
O'Lo n, John, 9618, Pre. d, 23 /7/16 
Olsen, Auguste, 8946, Pte ‘ k : 13/ 8/16 
pean gone, 6865, Sgt, k, 18/8/16 
Wilham, 366350, pe k, 18/8/16 

OTaie Lawrence, 13108, Pte, k, 23/4/17 
Owen, Hugh, 10347, Pte, k, 20 /7/16 
Owens, James, 32104, Pte., d . 7/8/27, formerly 16, Lan- 

cashire Fusihers 
Owens, Williams, g159, Pte, d, 27/8/16 

er, George, 20326, Pte, k, 21/4/17 
Parker, John, 31800, Pte, k , 21/7/16 
Parry, Josiah, 7582 Cpl, d, leet 
Paterson Archibald, 706949, Pte, k , 8/8/16 
Pearce Emest Viilhiam, 30519 Pre , re 15/5/16 
Pearson, Lawrence, rogsg Cpl »15§ 5/16 
Pepper, "Joseph 2 632, A/L Cpl, d, 16/5,/16 
Phebv Wilham Henry, 20325, Pte , i, 4/9/16 
Platt John, 266548, Pte, k 22/4/ 17 
Poole, Joseph Howard, 241397. Pre Pre , d , 3/6/17 
Postlethwaite John, 3 444, 23/4/17 
Potts, Edward, go62, ee Se 
Power, John, 31550, Pte. k., eer 
Prowse Wiliam, 13 at Pte , , 18/8/16 
Pugh James, 671, A ie 
Radchfle, Frank een Bie . { 14/5416 
Radelitle Tom, 267879, Pre, k , 23/4/17 
Randhs, Samuel, 9025, Sgt. d 30/8/16 
Reddington, Stanley, 268897, Pre, d, 24/4/17 
Rees, Tnomas, 49300, L/Cpl, d , 27/4/!7 
Rennie Horace, 27686, L ‘Cpl, - 33/4/17 
Richards Charles, 32611 eee + 20 ao 


Toten k » 3/2/17 
, kK, 24/2/17, formerly 34434, 


Richards, James, 35401, ies HAY 
Richards, John, 12432, Pre, 
Richardson, 


Walter, 11372, Pre 34 : aa 

Raley, John 30378, Pte, k Ail 

Rimmer Robert, 38438, Pie, pease 

Rimmer Robert, 31210, Pte. a 23/ ae 

Rimmer, Richard, 47325, pe , 13/2/ 

Roberts, Wiliam Henn, 26963, “Col? d, 20/2146, formerly 
5568, 2nd Reserve Cavalry {Regiment 


Rodawav, Frank, 207285) Pte 18/8/16 
Roger, Joseph, 6<24, _k, bs) 
Hone, Herbert Alfred, peat oe 25/4/16 
Rushton James 26450, Pre k,1 "16 


Rutter Mark, 62863, Pre, d, 4 sie) 

Rese, Geurge, 61535, Pte, k 18s 

~atchwell, Thonas 10772, Pre ,k, 26/2/17, 

Scort, Alexander Joseph 49442, Pte d, 1/2 17 

Sephton, George, dies Pre kite 9/16 

shannon Archibald, s42nq, Pte, d » of2ty 

shaw, John 260099, Pe, ¢ 23/4/i7 

shaw Samuel, 42242, Pre , 3, 24/47 

Shaw Walla Huntungton shysg Pee, kh, at /g/t7 
formerly 257293, Manchester Re sips 

Shields, Edward, 49789, Pte. d , 20 

Shinners, Francis Patnck, 10691, CN k., 15/8/16 


Sumcock, Richard, , nee k., 18/8/16 
Simmons, Frederi 8870 ra yf x6. 


SUMUCIL, 12454, DYT, a asec LO, Iva [¥E. 
Shght, t, Herbert Letcon: gate, Pte . 18/8/16 

ee ernck, 0950.8 k, ype B/xé. 
Smuth, George, 26240, Pen , 19/8 
Smith th, Richard, 13422, Pre, cs NG: 
Smith, aobert, 106 Bt Pte , k ; 19/9/16 
Smith, Thomas, 31828, Pte, k, 18/8/16 

th, Thomas, 305259 Pte , d , 26/5/17 
Smyth, Uoay it Sed 3693, | Pte k, 9/8/16 
Snowden, Cha: 27100, Pt 26/ 10/16 
Spencer, Francis ig Sohne i306 7, c 1, k., 28/3/16 
Spencer, amet ATE: Pte, k , 26/2/17 
egies o> , 19868, Bie : k ae yey 

rge, 37355, Pte, a 30 1 

Stansfeld, John, aecs Pic 4b he 


Stephenson, Robert, 18440, bed , 20/6/16 
Stevenson, Thomas, 11879, Pte, : at dtd 
Stewartson, John Edward, Raa » 1/11/16 


Sunchcomb, Wilham Henry, 13975, Pte, d, 15/4/16. 

Stange: ©) Sydney, 52744, Pte, k, 20/5/17, formerly 2543, 
anchester preteen 

Sullivan, Alfred Herbert, $9480 | Pre , x gos! 17 

Sullivan, Herbert, 27295, au /7/t 


Sullivan, John Robert, 46 , Pre ; Ae 17 
Summerskill, Robert, 8678, a ao 16 
Sutherland, Thomas, 12 37 pend , 21/8/16 


Swain, Harry, 28285, , k, oie formerly 4526, 
Manchester Rewinent: 
Swarbrick, John, 306034, Pte, k, 18/8/16 
Tesh George, 9398, Pte, d, 6/t/t 6 
orn, Ernest, 40601, Pte , d, as/biae 
Georee 28 970, Pre, k, 27/8/16 
ree William, 12485, Pre , Sui ante 
mas, James Samue 18047, S ,k, 18/8/16. 
Thomas, William, 39105, Pte, k, wets 
Thompson, Albert James, 8757, Pte , k , 28/10/16, M M, 
preggo Ehas, 42940, Pte ,d, 3/2/ 17 
Harold, 38121, Pre . d , 10/6/77 
Timony, Hugh, 12514, Pre, k, 14/10/16 
a Ralph, ai187, Pte , k , 20/5/17 
ft, Harry, 405662, Pre, k sar 16 
Polite John, 27175, Pte , k , 18/8/16 
Tomians, Charles Fenty, ag0se Pte, = 23/$/16 
Topping Richard, senor ts Te Bef s/ 16 
Trainor, John, 2833, ' - 8/8/16 
Tudor, Christopher boo Lien, k , ee 
Vincent, Michael, oa! DCM. 
Wall, Thomas, date ne as I wee e/Bi16 
Wallace, James, ! » 25/10/16 
Wal aimsley Fdward, 11428, pe k , 29/8/16 
Walton, Edwin aaia8. Pre. d, 30/8/1 6 
Warburton, James, 30094, A/L/Cpl , k , 20/5/17 
Warrender, ohn, 19284, bet , 27/10/ 16 
Watson, Frank, 28072, Pte, og "23/7/ 16, formerly 23375, 
Manchester Regiment 
Webb, Edwin Spencer. 11108, Pte, d, 30/5/17 
Whuitebead, John, 48616, Pte , ha 26/1/1 A 
Wiggins, Arthur 11940, Pte 1 15/7/86 
Wilkinson Frank, 9020, Lice , 28/10/16. 
Willcox, Harry, Are Pte, ry, 16 
Wilhams, Edeard ae 11281, Pte, og 18/8/16 
Viilhams, ames, 18023, Pte, , 18/8/16 
Willams, obert, 4929, Pte, 4 ; "19/816 
Williams. Thomas, $3582, Pee d , 24/7/16 
Wilson, Witham, 51434, Pre, | 132/197 
Winfield, James, 28296, Cpt , 33/8/16, formerly 4536, 
Manchester Regimen 
Winrow, Osmond, 6256, Te, k , 18/8/16, formerly T/1174, 
Royal Army Service Corps 
Winstanley, James, 19236, Pte , 20 ne” 
Wise, George, 36166, Pte , 12/ ta/ I 
Wood Albert, 11129, Pre, eee, aire 
Woodfine, Albert Edward, pI930.) ‘ k., 20/5/17 
Wright, Frank, gost, Pte, k, 18/8/16 
Young, Frederck, 30613, Pte, k, 18/8/16 
Young, Wilharn, 14741, Pte , d, 55/8/16 


sth BATTALION 


Abbort, be laitees stat. Ae ; saved 
Aindow, John ey goats Set presse 
Alexander, lg Toe0: ye 

Alexander, Thomas, 2556, pha! a 16/9/16 


Alexander, Walter, ee Pre , aig rh hat 
Allen, Luther, 2400 

Arnold, William, 202114, ku ; 1 26/41 7 
Ashcroft, Joseph Victor, 1883, Pre., k , 21/4/16 
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Atherton, Wilham, 202777, Cpl , k., 12/6/17 
Ballinger, ‘Thomas Edward 7 = Pes L/Cpl, k, 26/9/16 


Barbour, Wilham, 201767, Pte, 4/7/16 
Barker, Frank, 5189, Pe 
Barker, James, 41 resis 
Barlow, per 5 yg be 2388) 17 

Bs » 2045, S 8/16 


Barrow, , 390 5, Pie, ds, 23! au Za6 
Baxenden, Robert, 202649, L Zafali6 » 31/8/16 
3/4/1 


homas, oe Pte, 
Beet ae Gee George Pat Hea Sgt, k, 8/8/16, MM 
Benbow, John rederick, 4810, gy 9/8/16 
Bisley, rederick, 201497, Pte , k seis 

el, 200400, e,k, 8/8/16 

ak Robert, 201169, Pte , k | ace 
Body, Frederick, 201834, Pte , 1p25/3/17 
Boothroyd, Christopher, 201 a8, Pte ; re 
aiding te Edwin, 3429, Pte es k, ease 
Brady, Alexander, 2968, Pte arias te 
Brazandale, Thomas, 2 201437, Pie joo 
Bridson, Jo: ohn, 202368, Fe 


Brierly, Thomas He 15, Bie 7 19/5/36 
Bright, Rodolph, 2017 nt ifs 8/16 
Broomfield, Richard, 4374, Pre k , 15/9/16 
Broughton, Charles, 3843 Pte, » 25/9/16 
Brown, John, 2765, Pte, kya /16 


Buck, Sidney, 27°76, Set. 2p 
Ee d h, ee 
4 2/7/16 

, 13/8/16 


Buckley, James, 1 
Buftoe, John Ounend aaa 
y, Edwin Harold, 72650, Pt 
rent "Genres; 3794, Pte , , 8/8 a 16 
Cairns, Joseph, 3539 Pe ; ‘2/7/36 
Carey, Thomas, 201483, Pte , k , 31/4/17 
Carter, Olver, 235037, Pte , k Di 19/4/17 
Cartwnri jel Henry, 4406, Pte ,d, 1/10/16 
Casey, John William, 235088, Be! d, 13/6/17, formerly 
19836, Suffolk Regiment 
k, ohn Eddie, 2457, Pte, k , 8/8/16 
Clark, Walter, 201554, Pte, k ; 8/8/16 
Cockerton, Mark, 235089, Pre, k, 18/3/17, formerly 
POND Suffolk Regus 
avid, 4024, Pte, k, Li 
Con Henry Victor, 4781, Pee Foal 10/16 
Connorton, William, 3681, Pte ay 26/9/16 
Connelly Wilfred, 4891, Pte > is 6/8/16 
Connor Thomas, : 2561, Pte _d, "27/8/16 
Cool, Arthur, 3008, Pte , ,28/6/ 16 
oon James Gordon, Ee Sgt. , 8/8/16 
Cooper, Benyamin, 200292, L/ ae ‘d 2/6/17 
William Arthur, 5913 Pte k, 8/8/16 
Coxon, William Lawton, a0.) Pte , d , 6/ 6/16 -* 
Critchley, Adam, 1678, so : 25 isi ae 
Crockett, Henry, 201775, } te, k, 18/6/17 
Cropper, Edward, 3067, L/C a7 dh, 15/1/16 
y, Herbert, 1948, pe ‘ 43/8/1 6 


Crosby, Hug Hugh, 307584, lee 8/8/16 
Cruse, Arthur, 4895, Pte riot 
Cunnington, Ww 


ilham, 200124, Pte , 8/8/16 
Curran, Thomas, 4780, Pte , 878/\ /16 
Curry, Henry Damiel, 29 ad Pe, e 8/8/16 
Curts, Francis, 200765, 1 28/3/ 17 

ilham John, 4529, as : » 13/7/16 
Dand, Robert Jeffrey, 5481, Pre’ k BBG 
Damel, William, 7755, /Cpl , k, 1/1/17, formerly 1522, 
Davenport, Charles, 321 ea /o/x6 

avenport, Charles, 3235; Pl 25/9/x 

Davies, Dan Henry, 5985, Pte, 186 
Davies, Peter, 200412, Pte, k, ‘a8 37 ‘ 
Dodd, John Frederick 3664, Pre, k, 11/8/16 
Doyle, Farnck pat98 6, Pte , d, 11/8/16 
Dumbell rold, nate. re. d, a/0/t8 
Earp, Soba. Henry, 202128, ve ey 
Eason, Thomas, 3620, Pte , 25/9/ 16 
Edwards, Arthur, 3479, Cpl, as 3/8/16, MM 
Edwards, William, 3930, Pte, k, 4/6/16 
Elhott, Wilham Thomas, 201528, Pte, k , 8/8/16 
Elks, Ells, John 640, Pte, k , 24/6/16 

Arehoe Hugh, 1728, Cpl, k, 13/8/16 
Evans, Leshte, 3 3885, Pte be aus /16 
Fagan, W: 34, , 8/8/ a6 
Feerick, Wiltara Poa patsy, gp tTiae 
Ly sale Rh ere 4327, Pte ; io/ 


di 2 se ‘d., 2 forse. 
Finley, Wiliam High Pte : 6/8/16 


3428, 
Fox, r Peek, 878/10 
Fry, Pi Pavcrval PARA Pte, d, 10/5/17, formerly 1821, 
Lan ire Hussars "Yeomanry 


Freeman, rane 2176, S, Pres E » k., ys 
»2 1 

Gainham Peck, 498t, Pe Pee, k use 

Garside, oseph, 3569, Pte oe 16. 

Gelling, John, 3415, ‘a8 

Gilbert, Thomas, 4502, Sie cy 10/8/ 16 

Gleave, Wulhiam Dutton, 2354, Pte, k, 12/5/16 
ch, Wilham, 204467, Pte, k, ay 17, Preneely 1875 
Lancashire Hussars Vercan 

Griffiths, George Richard, 3721, L/Cpl »d, 9/8/16. 


Grundy, Thomas Herbert, 5991, ; Pte, k, 8/8/16 
Ham hares 4150, Pte, k, 2/9/ 16 
d, Thomas, 201655, Pte , k, 24/6/17 

Harding Olver, 17) Pte ,d, 17/ /s/19 
Hea illtam, 200805, Pte, k, 19/9/16 
Hargrave, Harold, 4970, ae k , 2/7/16 
Harper, James, 2699, Pte, d, 3/6/ aS 
Harris, Ernest Edward, oe: » B/8/ 16. 
Harrison, Alfred, 3158, Pte , i 3/ M6 
Harrison, Reynold Hartley, "5720, Pte, F 18/9/16 
Harrison, William Alexander, 4252) Bee » 23/4/16 
Hedges, Sam, 3415, Pte, k,  4/6/ 16 
Henderson, Charles Henry, 1 46, Pte, x, 2/7/16 
Henningsen, John Olaf, 5257, Pte, k, 18/1 6 
Hewitt, Wilham, 201662, Pte ,k, Pet, 16 
Hinds ds, Henry, 201768, Pte , d P 28/4/17 . 


Hodgson Joseph, 4149, Pte, k, 25/9/16 

Holden, Joseph, 202038, Pte’, ny , 18/6/17 

Hornby, Harry, 200940, Pte, k, 25/0/16 

Housden, John, 235091, Pte | d’ » 15/6/17, formerly 19835, 
Suffol Regiment 

Houston, Thomas, 1760, Pte , k , eds 16 


Howard, Wiliam, 2805, L/Cpl, , 8/8/16 
Hoyte, Percy, 202256, Pte, k { ty) 17 
Hughes, John, 202632, Pte , Z 14/6/17 
Hughes, Michael, 2166, lhe _k, r7/s/ 17 
Hughes, Thomas, 200957, L/Sgt, k, rie /17 
Hull, John Henry, 59, Cpl, k, ebb 
~\ckson, Thomas Wilham, ‘1985, Pte, k, eiBy 16 
imes, John Edward, 1362, Pte, k, 8/8/16 
ohnson, Thomas Scott, 223, Pte, "d h, at 12/16 
ohnson, William, 201776, Pte, d, 5/8/16 
ohnston, Samuel, 2138, Set _k 2 6/8/16 
ohnstone, Robert, 1387, Pte , k, 7/9/16 
olliffe, Lambert, 201693, Pte 8/38/16 
ones, Arthur Thomas, 4466, pe’, k, 244 9/16 
‘ones, Charles Herbert, eee Pte, , 8/8/16 
ones, David, 3120, Pte, d, haa 
anes, Ed dward, 201034, me Te 17 
ones, janes 1675, Pte ,k, 8/8 /16 
‘ones, John E ward, 2 57, Pte , k , 2/7/16 
ones, Neville, 64198, te, k, 4/4/¥7 
ones, Percy, 202327, Pte, k P 28/2/17 
ones, Raymond, 4457, Pte , foi 16 
ones, William Wilfred, Kans Pte , , 8/6/16 
zAearns, William, 305186, Soe k, aT 
Keen, Lawrence, 3782, Pte , , 8/8/ 16 
Kelly, John Tamice, 2676, Pte , a h, 1/8/16 
Kenney, Thomas Joseph, 3551, Pte , k, 2/7/16 
Kerr, James, 201606, Pte , , 30/6 /17 
Kilshaw, Robert, 200334, Pie: ; ia? 8/16 
Kinder, Robert Alfred, 202380, re k Foie 17 
Kinrade, Wilham George, 201465, Pte , K 5 2749/ 16 
Kitchen, Alfred, 3431, Cpl, k, 17/9/16 
pale William ‘Andrew, 202623, Pte, k, 26/6/17 
Keough, Albert, 202347, Pte ,d, 8/5/17 
hear, John, 5380, Pte, d a , 14/4/16 
Lawrence, Herbert, 3131, Pte, z 4/6/16 
Lawrenson, James, 201973; 1 Pte ,k , 8/8/16 
Lea, Robert, 202265, Pte , k ty, 16 
Lee, George, 2395, Ste. d, 4/7/16 
Leece, Robert, 200661, Set k, 12/6/17 
Levy, Albert, 202283, Pte, k 16/7/16 
Lewin, Thomas, 202433, L/Cpl, k , 28/2/17 
Lewis, geo 34, Pte, k, 8/8/1 6 
Leyland, John William, ae Sgt,d, 19/3/16 
Liberty, rge, 307435, Pte, k, 13/8/16 
Liptrot, Hilton, 2979, Pte, d’ , 20/7/16 
Longton, Fredenck Wilham, 1485, Sgt, k , 8/8/16 
Tor John, 4131, Pte, k, 18/9/1 
und, Robert Stanley, 201617, Pte, k, 8/8/16 
Lynch Robert, 4554, Pte, k, 25/8/1 6° 
aginsky, Simon, 201185, Pte, k , 9/5/17 
Maher, er ata 201463, Ry 4 26/1/17 
Matland, John, 4189 ,2 Si9/ 38 
Manchester, J John, i, nage, Pe Pte, d, 2/6/17, formerly 
2119, Lan 
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Mangan, Frank, 2835, Pte., k. » 4/6/16 
von Robert, 2156, Pte , ght 
on Hew, (tht _ e., d., 27/6/17, formerly 
Marsiall, james, Regiment 

ames, een Pte , k , 16/10/16 

dney, 955, Pre , k , 2/7/16 
Ree et a pe 

» 3052, a I 

Mason, William, 3460, Pte., d , AE 16. 


Matthews Pome John, 4775, Pte., k , 8/8/16. 
McDonald, Jo hn, 4453, Be , 8/8/16 


» 200956 » Cel, k, SI6rG 
Hered John, §410, Pre. k, 6/8/16 
McGregor, R colm, 1474, Pte, k, 17/2/16 


McLaren, Wilham John, 1995, Pte, d, 18/2/16 

McNeil, Alfred, 202739, Pte, d, 2 6/6/17 

Meadows, Wilham, 2134, Pre . X Maize 

Miller, David, 2859, Pte 18/16 

Milne, William, 2484, L/Cpl. k, aye 

Mitchell, Albert, 3025, Pte , d ‘ rare 

Monkhouse, Herbert, 1429, Pte, ana Are 

Moran, Alan, 4045, Pte , , 8/8/ 16, 

Moon, Beryamin, Marit Pre , ; od we 

Moore, Percival Kermode, ud Po 

Moreland, Wilham, 6200, L, Cpl, es 10/9/16 

Morns, Henry, 2136, Pte , k,8 8/16 

Mormis, Walter Reginald Francas, i hoa. Pre , k , 8/8/16 

Murphy, Edward, A380) Pte, 

Murphy, John, 5710, Pte., hk io/o/re 

Murray, John Ward, 2974, Pre, k, 25/9/16 

Neal, ohn, 2700, Pte , h, ous 

Nevison, Edgar, 31389, Pre , k, 8 8/16 

Newell, Wilham, 200343, Pte ; k, Sreine 

Nicol, David Simpson, 200443, Pte , , 3/8/16 

Oakes, Thomas Stanley, soians, le k, 6/4/17 

O'Bnen, Wiliam 5192, Pte, . 8/8/1 

O’Bnen, Wilham, 200484 a wati3in7 

Olwer, Samuel, 200755, Pte , k ; ona 

O Reilly, Bartholomew, 4130, Pre, k, 7 W/Z 

O'Reilly, Patrick, 4o2c, Pte, dh, 10/4/16 

Owens, Fred 201574, Cp! d 14,0717 

Owen, Herbert Stanley 58:2, Pte, d, 20/12/16, formerly 
1188:9, Roval Field Artillcry 

Owen Robert Henry, 7237, Pte, dh, 13/12) 16 

Parr, Edward 2266 Sgt d, 28/9/16 

Parrs Joseph, 4299 Pre h 17 5 16 

Pearson Thomas William, 201473, Pte, kh, 19/2/87 

Pickett ane 1427, Pre d,10 8 1b 

Polhinghorn, George Dennis is99 Pie, k 4/6/16 

Price cbert Henry, 2cz294 Pte bh oS gf 16 

Pritchard, Alexander, 2712 Pre k, 4/616 

Prichard, William Lawrence 202188 Pre Pe 20/3/57 

Quayle George 254% A Cpl do r4/dys 

Raffe Frank zozigge Pre ob 8 te 

Rawhlinsen Harold 2zogcy2 Pee, kK, 348/19 

Read, Arthur Crone Hnrs, .15055, Pte, k, 246/17, 

formers rgazo saflnik Renment 

Reid, John James 31330 Pre, dd, 21/79/16 

Rie. Rdward 2crtig Pee, k, 12 0°17 

Hice James a43: Pre do org & 10 

Raghy, Walham = gg7t Pre, k o11 738 bb 

Rignes, Joseph g190 Pre hk gg 16 

Roberts Robert James 207552, oe d , 26/6/17 

Robinson, Henrs 200024 Pre ,d, 13/019 

Rooner Thomar, 2715 L/~egt, oe 5 8/16 

Kome John, 201658 Pre h 19g g 16 

Rose Harr g207, Pte ,' 4 4% 16 

Roviands, Cen <814 Puook,b S$, 1h 

Rigrtun, Jobn a2crigs Pu d, ye 07 

Rider, “fichacl, s2fir, Pee Roorrcyah 

Relance, Jack 202326 Pr do2g 2/19 

Ralance, Thomas 4¢- Fi ou 2z2/g 16 DCM 


11/2/17 


Scanlon, Thomas, 4571, Pte., ei 8/8/16. 
Scott, » Joba Alex., pyle "Cpl., k. » 8/8/16 
Scott, John James, 3119, Cpl., k , 8/8/16. 
Scott, Samuel, 3148, +2 ie rf 
harles, 202776, Pre., k » 25/6/17. 
Sellwood, Charles George 880" Pte, k, 8/8/16. 
Sewell, 3. ey, 2002 Te, k ‘ 8/8/16. 
Sharkey, ohn, 4579, te. aa aes 16 
Sinclair, James, 3999, Pt Be tys 16. 
ies =, James, 20213, Pte , ea. 26 /17. 
coms Frederick, gh Prey B/E /26 


Sm amnes, 201909) L/ ne tit 
Henry, Ber ses 5h 8/16 
Smith, neil 4946 


Snod nodgrase, Richard, 1668, tn® A ° 8/8/16 
peakman, John Henry, 201843, Pre , k , 8/8/16 


uo ae 202250, a nda £ 12/6/ I 
epesa Frederick, Tee y 15/10/16, 
Spiers, Wilkam, 60 fete ve 4/16 


Spoor, John, ee Pte ,k, eleite 
Sumner, John Wilham, S04, ng , 8/8/16 
Sunderland, James, 4760, or ‘ ByB/LG 
Surson, Wiliam, 1931, Rte , 8/8/16 
Sutton, James, 2624, Pee ,k, ety /16 
Tague, ceeph hy 4179, Pte, a. 11 so/48 
Teggin, F on, 4495, Pre , 'y 1/8e 16 
Thomas, Tomes enry 2742, as ,d, 7/8/16, 
Thompson, John, ce 8 4s 
Thompson, Richard, 4859, “Bie | +s 8/8/16 
Thornle + joseph, 201148, Pre , d 9/6/17 
Threlf, ohn, 202670, Pte, k, Nags syd 
Tickelpenny, James, 5737, Pte ky r/i/17 
Tilley, Walter, zor819, Pte, k, Tee 
Tolman, Charies, 200315, ah h, ra 
Toole, Thomas, 3056, Pte, d, "8/3/16 
Tracey, Wilham Knowles, " 202065, Pte, k, 25/9/16 
Tully, Francis, 4660, Pte , k , 2/8/16 
Turner, Frederick George, 201508, Pre, d, 13/6/17 
Turner, John, 1462, Pte, k, {16 
Udalde, Gregory, 202201 Pte. . 15/3/17 
Vallance, John, reg © Pte, dh, 3/5/17 
Vint, Fdward, 3609, Pte, k, gi as 

"pond, James Wilham, 1416, /Cpl, k, 8/8/16, MM 
Wakefie Ad, John, 2329, ‘Pte »k, 10°9/16 
Waldron "John, 2846, Pte, k 8 8/16 
Walker, Joseph, 202478, Pte, k, oe 
Walsh, Creorge William, 5751, Pte , , 8/8/16 
Ward, "Richard James, 201407, Pte , - 8/8/16 
Watters, Fhomas 2710, Pte, k, 2/7/16 
Weightman, Christopher, 3833, Pte, k , 8/8/16 
Weston, ‘Thomas, 3917 Pte, k, 4/6/10 
Whalen John Henry 5751, Pr, d, 19/12/16 
Whewell John, zoo1rc 3, Cpl, k, - 3/47 
White, Wilham, 202775 Pte kh, 13/ost7 
Whitehead, Woillham 34185, Pee di, 11/8/16 
Whittaker, Charles 463 Pte k, 8/38/16 
Wilcox, Jamex, zorsig Pau ,k, 10/79/16 
Wilkinson, Harry 235107) Pte, hk, 28/3/17, formerly 

27806, bo Lancishire Regiment 

Wilhams, Mexander 200197, 1./Cpl - , 8/R/16 
Willams, John Bywater, 2354, Pte, ke, w/0/17 
Wilhams, Joseph, 4204 Pre , ,8 erie 
Withams, Joseph 20268, Die hk, 28/9/16 
Wilson, Joseph, 434), Pte k, 157g Th 
Wilson, William, 202427, Pte dd, 26/4/17 
Vinrow, Thomas, 4ie5, Prk, "zh/9/16 
Winterton, James, soo1, Pre, d, 26/8/16 

Wood, Jctfrey Alan, 2oceer, Pee, & 24/6/19 
Woods, Edward George, 4767 Pre ik , 11/8/16 
Woods, Thomas Henry, i¢3691, ase Laan, #7/2/17 
Worthington, Henry, 1841, Pte, k, 8/8/16 


6th BATTALION 


Neoch, Hares, aeg7e Pre di. . 6/16 

Allan, James, y4t. Pre, bk 26 g 1b 

Ambirae Rubert Witham Herty q609 Pre, kh 25/9/16 
Aeruson Harsic Fdmund, assy, Pte, d, 10/9/16 
Argor Robart Heer, are Po ok, 26/9/16 
Asewil Standes Grreemasih aee3g, Pt di, 27516 
Ath ss, Reginald Jo bn 243777 Pre, k. 476/187 
Ayre Charles, ag" Pee kag ylths 

Ba.nes Bie Sater Reg TLC Cpl. dh, 21/8/16 
gaker Walter ~anders 2752 Pte. d, K/B/16 
Harter Brnesr Alfred 2047 Pte, d , 6/8/16 


Barker, Frioderick Jumes, 2¢1466, Pee, ke, 13/8/16 
Hateersby, Pred, 2qzHq0, Pu vk, pfeoaas 
Heecroft, Franc fdward, at Pre, k, 8/5/17 
Heeaton, Frnext, 229s, L/set, bh, WAT .MM 
Bibbs, Thomas 2g1937, Pte, d, 236,17 

Berch, bres rick, 218%, “Pte hy 28/4/16 

Hlake more, John Alber rt, 242890, Pte, ata t. 
Hiundell, William James, 24qrhic, Pre, oe 13/8/16 
Hiythr, Jon, 4076, Pee, k 6/9/16 

Bolton, William, 2390, L./Cpt, d , 18/8/16 

Boyd, Joseph Parry, 4253, Pte, 4 » $/7/t6 
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Boyd, Arthur, 241307, Pte , k , 22/6/17. 
Burrow, John, 243809, Pte., k ; 2/5/17 
Bushell, Arthur, 1675, Sgt , k , 24/9/16 

Bradley, George Henry, 240721, Pte, dh, 2/2/17 


Brierton, Francis, 3557, Pte ,d , 14/8/16 
Briggs, Egbert, 1863, Cpl, k., 7/8/16 
Brindley 


homas Walter, 242214, L/Cpl, k, 22/6/1 
Brostey, ene Cropper, 2061, Cpl »d, 26/9/16, D é M 


an 

Brown, Albert Howard, 3513, Pte , d , 10/8/16 F 
Brown, {ohn, 3970, Pte, k, 9/9/16 

Brown, William Ralph Leigh, 4128, Pte , k , 22/12/16 
Camm, Joseph, 241441, Pte, k , 16/6/17 

» Matthew, 4232, Pte, d, 27/9/16 

Casson, John, 5205, Pte, k , 29/11/16 

Castle, Charles, 4424, Pte, k , 9/8/16 

Caunce, James Edward, 4309, Pte , k , 10/9/16 
Chambers, Thomas George, 242124, Pte, k , 25/9/16 
Clarke, Alfred Henry, 2820, Cpl , k , 9/9/16 

Clarke, Alfred James, 240483, /Cpi »d, 11/5/17 
Clarke, Hugh Allen, 241934, L/Cpl, d, 5/4/17 
Cleator, William Killip, 4433, Pte, k, 25/9/ 16 
Cockburn, Laurence Bernard, 1469, L/Cpl, d, 10/8/16 
Collins, Percy, 3934, Pte , k , 25/9/16 

Conway, John Joseph, 242121, Pte, k , 23/6/17 
Cowell, Joseph, 241889, Pte, d , 12/4/17 

Curwen, Robert, 2063, Pte , d , 8/8/16, MM 
Davidson, Arthur Edwin, 242446, Cpl, k , 29/4/17 
Davies, John Glynn, 3366, Pte, k, 10/8/16 

Davies, Wilham Herbert, 241992, Pte, k , 25/9/16 
Dilworth, William, 4438, Pte , k , 6/12/16 

Dixon, Robert Henry, 242847, Pte , d , 27/5/17 
Dunn, Stanley, 242370, Pte, dh, 10/2/17 

Dutton, John, 240852, L/Cpl , k , 26/3/17 
Eccles, Joseph, 6437, Pte, dh, 28/10/%6 
Eckford, Bernard, 3892, Pte , d , 17/9/16 

Edwards, Arthur Wyn, 1052, Sgt, k , 7/4/16 
Emblem, David Frank, 4223, Pte, k , 22/12/16 
Ferguson, Charics Henry, 240571, Cpl, Kk, 13/8/16 
Findlow, John Walter, 3769, Pte , k , 9/8/16 
Finnegan, Robert, 242098, Pte, Kk , 25/9/16 
Finney, Albert Holt, 241325, Pte, k, 25/2/17 
Fisher, Thomas, 241908, Pte, k , 10/8/16 
Fitzgerald, Charles William, 4099, Pte, k, 1/7/16 
Ford, Frederick Newman, 242074, Pte , k , 25/9/16 
Foster, James Oliver, 241623, Pte , k , 25/9/16 
Foulkes, Fred, 1587, Pte, d, 8/8/16 
Foxcroft, Erncst, 241605, Pte , k , 28/6/17 

Gaddas, Thomas Richard, 242004, Pte, h, 1/4/17 
Garland, Frank William, 3586, Pte , kh , 23/3/16 
Gauntlett, Fdgar Johnstone, 4072, Pte , k , 24/9/16 
Gibson, Alexander Noel, 29%1, Pte, & 27/7/16 
Goodger, Frederick, 243832, Pte, k , 19/5/17 
Green, John Henry, 241437, Pte, k , 4/3/17 
Griffith, Arthur, 927, Sgt, d, 9/10/16 
Guilbert, Sydney, 3666, Pte, k , 9/8/16 
Hall, Wiltred W , 4059, Pte, d, 26/5/16 
Hall, William, 241273, Pte, k , 3/5/17 
Hankinson, Samuel, 242856, Pte, k , 8/5/17 
Hardman, Stanley, 3518, Pte, k , 9/9/16 
Harrison, pf ricwaelad ta Pte ,h, 9/9/16 

Harwood, Percy Harold, 240606, Pte , k , 19/9/16 
Henderson, Arthur Newey, 2895, L/Cpl, d , 9/8/16 
Hill, Charles Douglas, 4215, Pte, d , 25/9/14 

Fill, Norman George, 241609, Pte , k , 13/8/16 
Hull, Thomas Reginald, 2421, Pte , d, 28/9/16 
Hilton, Isaac Lucas, 242828, Pte , k , 27/6/17 
Hinde, Harold Edgar, 2397, sgt, h, 30/0/16 
Hodgson, Mark, 4491, Pte , k , 25/9/16 

Holmes, Reginald, 4476, Pte k, 29/11/16 

Hoose, Rueben, 341362, Pte, k , 12/8/16 
Houghton, Benjamin Rowland, 240995, Pte, hk 10/9/10 
Hudson, Arthur, 3644, Pte, k , 23/5/10 

Hughes, Frederick Tibbott, 4277, Pte, k , 7/8/16 
Hughes, Thomas Alfred, 240907, L/Cpl, k , 25-9 16 
Hughes, Walter, 241498, Pte , d , 22/5/17 

Irwin, Innes Elden, 3468, L/Cpl, d, 15/8/16 
Jack, William, 241108, 1 /Cpl, k , 25/2/17 
Jackson, Robert Archibald, 240442, Pte, h 1 5 17 
Jamieson, Tohn, g50, L/Cpl , d , 2/3/16 

fevons, Elis, 4351, Pte, k , 7/8/16 

Jones, Edward, 242740, Pte, d, 10/5/17 

“ones, Ernest, 4603, Pte, k , 7/9/16 

ones, Ernest, 242198, Pte ,k , 1/6/17 

ones, Ernest Beresford, 241557, Pte, k , 28/9/16 
ones, George Bennett, 240227, L/Cpl, d 19 2/17 
ones, Griffith, 2192, Pte , k , 25/9/10 

ones, Griffiths Parry, 241593, Pte, d , 28/4/17 
lones, Peter Glenny, 240834; Pte, k 22/6/17 
lones, Robert Lloyd, 1230, Pte , k , 11/8/16 


ones, William Martin, 242236, Pte ,k , 28/4/17 
gan, Herbert Joseph, 242023, Pte, k, 25/9/16. 

Kemp, Charles Kenneth Nuthal, 240452, L/Cpl. k., 
Ke rhe te res L/Sgt , d , 9/6/ 

wley, John, 240304, L/Sgt , d , 9/6/17. 
Karkland, Henry, 4051, Pte , d , 26/9/16 
Kitson, Francis Henry, 1745, Fte » kK, 29/13/16 
Lawes, Arthur Hermon, 241939, Pte , k , 25/9/16 
Lee, Harry Taylor, 242743, Pte, k, 8/5/17 
Leigh, Thomas Stanley, 241651, Pte, k, 11/5/17. 
Lennie, George Henry, 2563, Pte , k , 26/9/16 
Litchfield, John Robert, 240534, Pte , k , 25/9/16 
Longstaff, Arthur Millwood, 4307, Pte, d, 10/9/16. 
Lovett, Harold James, 4275, Pte , k , 25/9/16 
Lynch, Joseph, 4646, Pte , k i 50/9138 
Mansell, Harry Leonard, 240565, L/Cpl, k , 10/9/16, 
Marc, Edward, 242194, Pte, k , 22/6/17. 
Marsden, William, 3868, Pte , d , 28/5/16 
Marten, Charles, 3178, Pte, k , 6/9/16 
Marston, Charles Algernon, 241964, Pte, k , 25/9/16. 
Mather, John, Bests. Fie »d, 16/8/16 
Maybury, Richard Leonard, 241635, Pte, k , 25/9/16 
Mayes, Herbert Thomas, 241448, Pte, k , 26/3/17 
Maziere, Alfred, 241272, Pte ,k , 7/6/17 
McAllister, Herbert, 3082, Pte, k, 9/9/16 
McBeath, Brian E , 1673, Pte, k,, 7/8/16 
McCutcheon, James, 242159, Pte , k , 25/2/17 
McDonell, William, 3086, Pte , k , 28/6/16 
McGill, Edward, 1076, Sgt, k , 24/9/16 
McGrath, John Joseph, 2137, Pte , d , 28/9/16 
McGuirk, John, 37031, Pte, dh, 10/2/17 
McLean, Thomas, 2040, L/Cpl, d, 3/7/16 
Millington, John, 242045, Pte , k, 13/8/16 
Mills, John, 3723, Pte , k , 20/11/16 
Morton, William, 4417, Pte, k , 10/9 
Mullray, Joseph, 63520, Pte , d, 10/5/17 
Murdock, Hugh, 2344, Pte, k , 1/7/16 
Nessling, Charles Lewis, 381986, Pte, d , 8/8/16, formerly 

781729, London Regiment 

Nuttall, Fred, 242756, Pte, d , 7/3/17 
Oddy, Charles, 2261, Pte, k, 9/8/16 
Onions, Joseph Wyndham, 3773, Pte, k, 7/9/16 
Ovenden, Charles, 3208, Pte, d, 11/5/16 
Owens, Samuel Norman, 3000, L/Cpl, k , 8/11/16 
Parker, Albert, 241163, Pte, k , 1/6/17 
Parkinson, William Bernard, 3895, Pte , d , 1/10/16 
Parrington Edgar, 241128, Pte , k , 12/8/16 
Parry, Albert Llewellvn, 241405, Pte ,k , 4/3/17 
Paton, Wilkam Lawrie, 1276, L/Sgt, k, 24/9/16 
Pearson, Andrew Victor, 3923, Pte, d, 7/8/16 
Pim, Mortimer, 1658, Pte, d , 26/9/16 
Plant, Joseph stanley, 4182, Pte, k , 13/6/16 
Plumer, John, 4457, Cpl, k, 10/8/16 
Poole, Tom, 4064, Pte, k, 15/10/16 
Porteous, William, 1643, Cpl, k , 7/8/16 
Porter, Harold Morris, 4255, Pte, bh, 9/8/16 
Postlethwaite, Percy, 1967, L/Cpl ,k, 25/9/16 
Potter, John Charles, 240065, Pte, k , 13/8/16 
Pritchard, Albert, 241320, Pte k , 22/6/17 
Proudlove, William M , 1737, Pte, k, 21/9/16 
Railton, Robert Edward, 4048, Pte k, 16/9/16 
Reynolds, Henry Ralph, 1806, Pte, h , 27/6/16 
Rider, Arthur, 3529, Pte , k, 25/9/16 
Rimmer, William) Gordon, 3956, Pte, k , 28/6/16 
Roberts, John George, 241799, Pte, k , 25/9/16 
Roberts, Thomas, 242298, Pte ,d, 30 3/17 
Robertson, William, 1471 Cpl, k, 6/9/16 
Roby, Michiel George, 242215, Pte, h , 22/6/17 
Russell, Hubert Thomas De Blow 242764, Pte ,d ,15/6/17. 
Russell John, 3792, Pte , k , 6/8/16 
Saunders Gcorge, 59421, Pte dh, 10/3/17 
Savage, Ldmund Douglas, 2270, bgt, Kk, 24/9/16 
Scearti, Frank Victor, 241685, Pte , kh , 22/6/17 
Seiler, Christopher, 4423 Pte, h, 9/9/16 
Simuster, Reginald, 4049, Pte , k , 2/7/16 
Skeldon, Norman, 3522, Pte, k , 6'9/16 
Smith, Douglas, 4593, Pte , k , 6/9/16 
Smith, Jreson, 1795, Pte, k, 1/6/16 
Smuth, James, 242875, Pte ,h , 4/3/17 
Smith, Wiliam, 241878, Pte, k , 22/6/17 
Smith, William Edward, 241522, Pte, d, 17/6/17 
Speed, Archibald Gilbert, 4127, Pte, k, 10/9/16 
Spencer, Thomas Harold, 4407, Pte, k, 9/9/16 
Spratt, Harold Francis, 2715, Pte, k, 19/7/16 
Springer, Errest, 241192, Pte, k 4/6/17 
Steadman, "i homas, 3742, Pte, d , 9/9/16 
Strutt, John, 3507, L/Gpi , k , 24/9/16 
Sullivan, Miles Michael, 241419, Pte, d , 17/6/17 
Swain, Thomas Herbert, 243662, Pte, k , 2/6/17 


Jones Stanley, 2165, Cpl, d, 20/10/16, M.M. 
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Teece, John, Pre By iy/B/g 
aad race oa SOT 


T . d, r'7go, yarsa/ 6. Willams, jonn, 241001, rte., 22/0 
Theakstone, Marmaduke, 240340 k, sal aiz6 Wilkams, ohn Hc 1 pat736, Seed 4/8/16. 
Thomas, Wilham Harold, 2239, bee * 12 £9116. Willams, yds k,2 /9/%6. 
‘Thompson, Charles, 20044, Pte, d, ‘10/8/1 Wilhams, Walt Se gous, z Cpl. & i Rs Yort 
Thompson, William, 4380, Pte, f 26 7s. Willams, W: 2279, Pte, d., Ne. 
Towers, Wilham, 4345, Pte, k, 24/9/1 Wilson, alee 3820, Pe ka 5/9/16 
Tyson, ‘Bernard James, 44. = Pte, a 8/8/16 piece, Hens, 1575 : ane 
Tyson, David Albert, 241876, Pre » 11/5/17 Wiles? ohn, 3050, Pee i2 20/ /6/16. 
Verso, chiara Stapleton, 242204, Pre’, k, 1/6/17. Wilson, ohn, 243843, Pte., d " 11/5/17. 
haere . Tos poz 3 Pte , ae 10/9/36 ve Wooes, oun Seonee, a8 2222, ay ay 7Z te 
r, Raymon am, 2241, > k, 13/3/1 t, k 2a/33/t 
Wells, Thomas Dean, 3860, Pie 7d, 27/9/1 3 Pane Syaney Wikem, 1686, Poe ek. 5/8/16. 
Westray, Franas Allan, 3935, Pre, , 28/0/16. 
bott, John, 4461, Pte a 8/8/16 Cross, Frank Dixon, 5033, pyres 
ane we, Berne, 268419, be , k, 25/9/16, formerly 4250, Culshaw, Edward Bee doe © 2 Ss7t0. Set k, 5/5/17 
Manchester Regiment Curphy, Thomas, 2236, Pte ,k, 9/16 
Anthony, Alfred, 4471, Pre, Kk, 4/1/17 Dagger, Richard, ab7a53, Ft Pte , ke s/o /a6 
Arcus, Vilham, 1156, L/Cpl k, 9 18716 Davies, Edwin, 2258, k, 26 6/9/ /16 
Armitage Joseph, 2080, Pre, k, 19/9/ 16 Delamere, John, 269749, Pre, 12/4/37 
Armold, Wilham Joseph 4290, "Bie .k, 8/8/16 Dennis, Joseph, 2033, , k., ey foe 
Bailey, John, 2 aa, iagip" - Digsle, James Henry, ses: Ete +» 23/12/16, formerly 
Bailey, Tom, 5183, _k, “c/a , Manchester ef Regument 
Bali, John Henn, aaa. "Pre, on yae Dodd~ 267419, Pte vt 4/17 
Barker, Fredenck, 5609, Pre, 7 » 12/8/16 Donaghie ames, 3938, Pre’, 28/6/16 
Barnfield, Leonard Ri chard, 209056, Pre, k, 14/6/17 eat ba W: ter, RGR es . ct 
ae Walter, Esa Pte, k ‘ 24/9/16, formerly 4730 Dransfield, Lie i 268467, k, 25/9/16, 
anchester pec 4567, Manchester Re ment 
Batn, Nig tenia 1520, eel, eae 16 Duvall, James, 6267, Pte , k, 4 te/m 
Baxendale, Wilham, 4165, Csi 25/9/16 Eaton, h, $163 bre» k. 
Beard, Arthur, 6945, re, : 25/9/16, formerly 4395, Edwa tds, Rachard Fred ck, 470, Pe, k , 6/9/16 
Manchester Regiment Evans, Send. ager L/C is =] 25/9/ 116 
Loge Samuel, 3360, Pte , i o/9 36 Evans, George, 5104, Pte , 30/ 9 /16 
ohn Coates, 6062, Pte , . 18/7/16 Evans, Harry, 2526, Pre, k., b 3 5!g/8 
Ball, ober: 3886, Pte, k, s/ hol #6 Faragher, John mas, 3966, Pte , k , 28/6/16 
Emest John, 5007, Pte , 13/16 Farrar, George Victor, 3217, Pte, d, 13/8/16, 
Boe. Albert Augustine, pier te, k, 16/2/19 Fazackerley Thomas, 4820, Pte , k., 16/7/16 
Bisckburm, John Wilbe, 7oog Pte, d, ” 28/9/16, formerly Fenna, Willam, 2669 66924, see k’, 25/9/16 
4643, ” Manchester Regiment Fleet, Pid Cec, 48756, L/Cpl , ry 98/6/16 
Biackwood, James, 1994, Pte , k , 10/8/16 Forrester Alfred, 265162, Cpl, k, 9/8/16 
Bhnkhorm, George, 4968, ee k , 25/9/16 Forrester, Harold, 266257, Pte, k, 35/0/16 
Blutcher, John, 3018, Pte, k, 16/8/16 France, John, 49492, Pte, oo 25/13/36 
Blundell, Lawrence, oe S Cpl. k , 29/6/17 Francis, Edwin, 4029, Pte, k, a7orie 
Blundell, Robert, 57 7, 11/2/16 Freckleton, William, £703, | Pee pei y 
Bolton, John, 4745, ‘9/16 Furmston, Thornas Re d, 2365, d , 20/9/16 
Bourne, Charies bee ph: ‘3508 B 24/8/16, Gammon, \ictor, 26 7 5 9/4/17, Morenesly 4647, 
Bourne, George Henr., 5713, Pre, fake 10/2/87 Manchester Regiment 
Bowies, ¢ Charles Arthur, 4169, Pte, k, 12/8/16 Garry, Hugh, 4752, Pte , k , 9/8/16 
Boyce, Wilham, 1468, Pte, k, 25/916 Garside, Robert, 268500, Pte. k , 26/9/16, formerly 4683, 
Bradshaw, Ausnn, 2572, L/Cpl, k. 25/9/16 Manchester a oa 
Bradshaw, Fredenck. 1927, Pte e 19/3/16 Gill, Jobn, 267593. ke, 3s ‘87 
Brathwaite, Arthur, 265466, Cpl, d, 18/6, "7 , Francis, 267017, Pte , 23 3/17 
Braithwaite, Harold, 19, Pte , a 25/9/16, formerly treaven, Richard, 5970 Pte ve ee 
4661, Manchester giment pues Thomas J ane, 4152, Fie a 81038 
Brebner, Alexander Stuart, 1937. CSM, k, 9/9/16 ’ » 13/5/16 
Bnndle, Arthur, 265675, Pre, ‘ 18/4/19 Greenhalgh jenn th rie 5 Soa 6 Fae, 1/6/16 
Brown, Charles, 3029, eae Gre 8/4/ /16 
Brown, Charles Vincent. 2 17, , 9/8/16 Halsall, David. Sih "Col, Ks 35/97 /9/16 
Buckley, Harold, gore? 21/6/17 Han’ Isaac, 5522, Pre, 28/9/1 
Buckley, John, 5174, d, sefasie Halsall, Walter, 30k. Sgt Ba 2s/Q/t 16 
Burns as Joseph, 267632, ine d Hy Dirk Ae Hampeon, oho Wilham, abSs0a, Pte, k , 7/9/16, formerly 
Bueien John Henry, 1 ‘sgt, ke, 11/8/16, 3573, rapa Regiment 
Burs, Harry, 2690 boo, Pte . ‘ r/Briv Hancock, Edward, oneal ae Pree, k, yids 
Campbell, itham, 1503 Pre , peer Harrison, ames, 266 S10, Pte k, . 9/8/ 
Cannon, Matthew, 4232, Pte , oy 29 /9/16 Hartigan, James, 267736, Pte s/t 3 
Cardwell, Samuel Edward, 265443, Pte, d, 26/a/17 Harvey, ales. nf ik, nas dats 
rr, Jobn, HES AAP igi k, 1§/6/17 Harvey, George dot od Vole 5030, Pr . &., 9/8/16 
er John, 432 at Fe Ck, 12/6/19 Hastings Cores Wilson, 204406, Pre ; rh 13/$/t7. 
m, Joseph, 3815, Pre. k, ais Hayes, Francis, news, 4184, Pte « ae 12/8/16 
Chegwin, James Arthur, 267127, , 16/7/16 Haywood, ‘Thoma a wy ok. 9/8/16 
Chew, George, 265270, Pte, k, ae Heptonstall, Cyn 34, Pte, payee 
Clegg. Thomas, 265990, Pre , k, 28/6/16 Hewitt, joke. Heed ed ai/6) 1 
Coleman Edward, 266295, Pre , 'e, 28/6/16 Heyes, Wilham, 2422, Sgt, k., fo/18 
Collins, Joseph, 4915, Pte, d, 23/9/16 Higgs, Jobn, 1586, L/Cpl , d, 5 13/16 
Colville, Robert, 5144, Pre k' 9/8/16 , Robert, 7, Pre, db 17/§/%7. 
n, John, aes , 7/9/16 H , William, 1666 k, /9/16 
ish, 69759, eg re ad Holmes, Harry, 1708, Pte , k ; ears 
Cousins, yess Joegh, 1533, Te /6/ 16, Howard, Ernest, 180, Pre., k., 9/8/16. 
Cousna, John Frederick, 4559, Pte., k., abit Howard, , 265837, Pre, k , 25/9/16. 
Coventry, William Leonard, 267857, Pte., d., 21/4/17 , 4240, L/Cpl , d , 28/9/16 
Cowley, John James, 31536, Pte. k.. 3/9/16 Hoyle, i: 265705, Pee., k., 20/2/17. 
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Habley, Peter, 266027, Pre , k , 25/9/16 
, Hughes, {gho, 6124, Bre., dh. h., seers 


Hi Panes, a » Pte, d, 30/5/17. 

Hulme’ Arnold, s oR gree 

Hust, oseph h Henry, 26 260 ra 535 , Gals! 
ginald, 2427, C 20/816 

Tone. James, &. Pte k 


‘ohnson, Davi ; 1403, E/Gar ve ‘o/8/36. 

ohnson, John, 265908, baa, /9/ 

ohnson, Victor, 7929, Pt gt, 
108, hae 16 


‘ohnston, are 266 
ohnstone pone » 1798, Sgt ,d, 15/6 
ones, W 716, Pte, d, Aye 
ulott, Ernest E mund, pion Pte ,d , 26/9/16, 
yon, Alfred, 6972 25/9 
Kewie John Edwa. fold cae Pe, re 13/17 
pa lee Lovell, 1935, Pte, k, /3)%6 
Kirby, Ri rd, 5273, Pte, ky 24/9 "6 
Knapper, Mar ig 1, Pte, k., Pies ky 2 
Knapton, John Thomas, 2594, Pte, 45/91 1€ 
Langhorne, Ernest, 265627, Je oe /8/16 
Lea, Robert, 3827, Pte, k, 12/ 
Leatherb arrow, Henry, 5579, Pre kK ae 


pag seme Robert, eB et oe! 16 
» Edward James, 508 k, i 

Lee, Thomas, 268440, Pte , k, oe formerly 6915, 
Manchester Regiment 

Lindsay, aco) 267514, Pte, k, Pe sa 

Livesey, Wilham, 7007, Pte, k , 25/ 

Lowe, William, 267476, Pte , kK, 28 Hye 

Love, Harry, 268393, Pte, k ; eesaiis, formerly 3712 
Manchester Regiment 

Lovelady, Thomas Henry, 4832, Pte , re 21/6/16 

Manning, James, 6022, Pte, k, 3/6/16 

Manton, Walter 8 a, | Fre , k | ae 

Marsh, Robert Web 66174, , 28/2/17 

Marshall, Je ohn, 267262, Pte, k, 6) 17 

Martlew, Henry, 267766, Pies k, “isha 

Mason, James, 265736, Pre »k,9/8 

Mawbey, Samuel, 4913; Fe re, 5/12/16 


aye ey Cecil, 553 = / 
Cann, Michae e ee 39, te 6847, pe’: eT 
Morante, 1e ate ‘sie, Pes 


McCormack, Henry, 269356, Pre ‘ ‘d : yo/3/17 


McGaghey, "Alfred, aces | es 9/5/19 
Biche (e {ohn Alex, 1978, vie’ 1 
McKie, William, 2709, Been a : tke 
McMaster, David, 4172, Pte ; cE 4/ 1/17 
McNeilly, Isaac, 266502, ag anal SE 17 


weer John, 5585, Pte, rig/8/i6 I 
Mellor, James, 6986, Bre’ » 25/9/16, formerly 4535 
Manchester Reisen 
Mellor, John Wilham, 6225, Pte , d , 3/11/16 
Mervin, Arthur, 266741, Pte, k, 26/6/17 
Miller, Harold, 41735 te id, 26/9/16 
Miller, Hugh, 397 aire 25/9/16 
Mills, William Edward 6937, Pre, k , 25/9/16, formerly 
4270, Manchester Regiment 
Molloy, Peter, 266879, ee:  17/4/ a 
Morgan, James, 4 4967, 1/ Cpl, rE, 25/9/16 
Morgan, Wright Chadburn, 4692, Pte, dh, 26/2/16 
orns, Griffith, 1830, Pte, k, ae 16 
Murphy, Richard, 3572, Pte, d, 3/8) 3 
Matthews, Samuel, 305562, Bes ,k, 9/6/16 
Nixon, Reginald, 2577, Pte ,k, ‘e/a 
Q’ Brien, Joseph A, see; ‘y ,d, 14/6/17 
O’Dea, Stephen, 4984, Pp ey 9/ fey 6 
O’Hare, James, 266196 Pte’ Pine 21/3/17 
Olvey, Percy, 2207, L/Cpl ,d, © 26/9/10 


O'Neill, John Patrick, 4749, Pte , 8/8/16 
Orr, Robert, 2483, Sgt _k, 2s/9/1 re 
Parker, Peter, 267147, Pte , k , 25/9/16 


Parry, Robert Ernest, 6023, Pie »k, 25/9/16 
Parsonage, Robert, 5136, Pte , , 28/9/16 
Partridge John, 267669, Pte , a 30/5/17 

Pearson, Thomas A Arthur, 266956, we is 31/8/16 
Piercy, arth api fty Pte ee 
Pixton, Her 6081, Pte, xy 1 3 ee 
Platt, es ine stan Pte, "k, 9/8 /16 


Preston, William, 22 2 /9/16. 
Pritchard, Robert, eat Be : eae 9/16. 
Radcliffe, Daniel, 26530 at ae a5 9/16 
Rainford, James, stata ote. et 19/ sf /16, 


Rainford, 24/9/16. 
Rankin Hieber: Perel SL/ep Ge = BU 
Ratcliffe hn, 5054, » 24/11/16, 


Jo 
Renme, Richard, 4562 Pre k, ay/9/38 


Rimmer, John, 5068, Pre at /12/16 

Roberts, Beriah, 204 4306  onglaT 
Roberts, Francis, 3381, Pre, 

Robinson, sane 2420, k., ay %5 
Rogerson rry, 6916, ee k, 25/9/16 
Rowan, bonne 4259, Pte ,K » 19/9/ os 


Scarland, John Henry, 2738, L/Cpl : aw 

Scotton, "Albert, 265397, 18/9 

Seal, Herbert Leonard, 26 ire ua col, ‘a; 26/6/ YB 
PD. 


Seddon John, 165584, L 
haw, George, a6 of, tee ape 
ail John, 267714, Pte , a, ; 30/5/37 
Shaw, Joseph, 4742, Pte 6/9/ a8 


Shaw, Percy, 2714, Pte, Sees 9/16 


Singleton, ifred, 267082, ates 7 Pye da 

Smith, Arthur, 265603, Pte 

Smuth’ Reginald, 2068%1, Oe 5 86716 

Smith, Samuel, 6904, a . > ae formerly 3726, 
Manchester Re 

Smith, Thomas, 5165, Pte , 15/8/16 

Snape, Geo: 454, Cpl, ; 36) 6/16 

Sonneborn, re erick, 3225, Pie » 16/9/16 


Spencer, William, 265372, Pte a , 6/2/27 

Spoor, Samuel Lewis, 3089, Pte ,k, 16/5/16 

Stafford, Henry Victor, 3270, hag k , 15/3/16. 

Stewart, Robert, 265261, Pte, d, 13/8/17 

Stinson, James, 1441, Pte » a, 24/9/16 

Sumner, William, 2565, Pte., k , 9/8/16 

Sutcliffe, Alfred, ‘s221, i , a, 26/9/16 

Sutton, Cyril, 3533, Pte , » 5/9 9/16 

Swartz, Charles, 265341, Pee , 8/5/17 

Tabbron, James, 269500, Pte , .. 5/5/17 

Taylor, Herbert, yors, Pte ; li Hi 

Taylor, Wilham Herbert, 5583; Pre, k, 12/8/16. 
mas, Albert, 3282, Pie’ =F s/a/k 16 

Thompson, secs 3 267763, ats “i 5/17 

Thompson, George H ath 3348: "6 7 ey 16, 

Todd, Edward, 267741, L/ z 

Todd. Boberts 265914, Pte , ab) % 

Turner, Ge orge J £345) Pte . k : 14/7/16 I 

Vernon, Arthur Bi estone, 5350, Pte, k , 26/9/16. 

Wade, James, 1689, Cpl, d, 9/8/1 

Walker, William, Dbkaas. Pte , k , 25/9/16, formerly 4416, 
Manchester yee mae 

Wallace, Joseph, 2304, Sgt , k , 25/9/16 

Walters, Charles, 3756, tol ie 25/9/16 

Warburton, Jack, 2497, Pte, d, 30/6/ 16, 

Watson, {oseph, 5466, Pte, k, sei ie ’ 

Watson, Wilham, 2251, Pte , d, 14/8/16 

Webster, Thomas William, 267436, Pte , 

Weeks, Francis John, 2965, Pte , d, v/iori6 

Wharton, Harry, i 20, Pte, d, 26/9/1 

Wharton, James William, 265738, Set, 4 ; 18/6/17 

Wilcox, Fredenck Henry, sage Pte, k , 16/6/16 

Wilks, Frederick, 1824, Pte , k , 10/8/16 

Willder, Theophilus Alfred, 1765, Pte , k, 25/9/16 

Whiliams, Hubert, 2806, Pre , k, 9/8/1 16 

Willams, Hugh, 260857, Pte, k, Han 

Wilhams, Jo fone, 265083, ae 3 19/4/17 

Williams, William George, 44241 Pte : , 8/9/1 

Wilhamson, Harold, 26842 e, k, eh, 4 formerly 
4394, Manchester Regiment 

Wilhamson, John Wilham, 2650947, Cpl, iE 28/6/16, M.M. 

Williamson, Wiham Hugh, 2556, Pte, k, "25/9/ /16 

Wilson, George, 267389, Pte, d, 4s 17 

Wilson, Herbert, 2972, Pte, k ; 9/8 /16 

Woodman, Morris, 269457 hag k , 26/6/17 


Pelee 


Woods, William, 267055, | , 19/ 6/17 
Wootton, Wilham aaa , Pie k, 25/9/ 16 
Yates, Tom, 267683, /Cpl, d, 16/7/16 


8th BATTALION 


Adcock, Stephen, 305789, Pte , k , 8/8/16 
Addison, Robert, - x 7, Pre. . ‘g7/91 v6 
Axnsworth, dh, 7/9/1 


Alderson, Ralph, ped ogg k, 9/9/16, oe 5320, 
Manchester Regiment 


Allsop, stay «ev rs k, Pata Ay 

Anderson, Al Fte > &, 1/6/16 

Anderson, Edward Bitslck, aor) 15, Pte, k , 8/8/16 
Andrew Robert, agg, Fite : 16 

Andrews, Wilham David, ae Pte , d., 26/9/16 
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, Asran, 30834 7 Pte, k, 8/9/16, formeri E 
chester eau fa 9 Y 4547 


“Col , d., 22/ 
Beker, Charlie, i, Pre, 0). 6 tonmetyanas: 


chester eqpment 
Ball, Nore. 307828, Pte , k , 26/9/ 
Bamber, ohn’ Frederick - 305408, /Os M,k, 8/8/16 
red, 306832, Pre, be 27) 4/9/16 
Barker, Robert Edward, » 295 sat Pte ,k , 8/8/16 
Barrett, Albert, 307638, 1 30/3/ 7 
Barrett, Frederick, 29 4, Pre, {1 
Barrett, Peter, 5425, te k, ae /16 
Barrett, Walter, 2892, Pt te, dh, 20/5/16 
Barrow, Ernest, 6393, Pre 
Manchester Regiment 
Bartlett » 308120, Pte, d, 22/5/17 
Batten, "John Thomas, 300742, Pre, k, 8/8/16. 
Hew, eee 307831, eee rear : 
teson, Joseph, 6338, Pte., k, 9/9/16, formerly 4405, 
Manchester Rootent 
Beaumont, Edgar, 6118, Pte, 
Manchester Regiment 
Beswick, Fred, 308725, Pte. k , 7/5/17 
Bibby, James Edward, 308077, Up Z, 27/9/16, formerly 
4416, Manchester tegument 
Babby, {ceeph, 1451, Pte, x 1/6/16 
bby, William, 3055, Pte eee 
ckerton, John, 27521, ben k. 30/7/16 
Bills, Edward Albert, 307200, L. Cpl » 8/8/16 
Bimson, John, 5848, Pre, k, 19/12/16 
Burtles, 6407. Pre., k, 22/10/16, formerly 4612, 
Manchester egiment 
Blears, Harry, 6306, Pre, 
Manchester Regiment 
Beoceiey, Joseph, 5105, Pte, d, 26/8/16 
19, Pte, k, 26/5/17 
Bowker, peed ames, 3162, Pre , eoenere 
Bradbum, John 305638, tpl. k, Baie 
Bradley, Harold, 305939, Pte, k, WS 
Brady, Leo, 307215, Pre ,k, 27/9 /16 


Bramle . ohn, 305214, Pte, F 8/16 


, d, 26/9/16, formerly 4555, 


» 10/1/17, formerly 4632, 


» 10/9/16, formerly 1522 


Bray, rt Samuel, 27569, Pie k, 2/7/16. 

ur, 307841, Pte ! k _ 9/2/17 
Bretherton, sora, hn, $419, Pre, 9/ sy 
Brierley, » 30/5/17 


rold, rpobiss. Pe, 
Bnitt Cha rer ty Sgt, 16 
Brophy, F Francis William, 711, Sgt d, EOC, MM. 
Brophy, Richard, 4194, Pte, 
Broug. , Wilham Rose, aN Pre , ae 9/9/16, formerly 
496! "Manchester Regiment 
Broughton, Charies, 2398, Pte, d, 26/8/16 
Buchanan, Landsey Blair, 307845, Pre , k , 28/9/16 
Burns, Alexander, 2679, Cpl, d, 29/ 9! 16 
Burns, James, 308011, Pte , k, . 6/9, 
Burns, poses, F Pte, Bey 16, formerly 4627, 
Manchester Reuse . : /6fr6 
Byrne, James, 4962, Pre, k, 1/6/1 
Byrne, John, 5420, Pte , d , 19,8/16 
Byrne, John, 305133, Pre , k , 8.8/16 
Cairns, Patnc , 305247, Pte , k , 8/8/16 
hen, Wiliam, 6473. Pte , +: 27/9/16, formerly 2104, 
eroha poi ers eer Pt , 8/8/16 
Callaghan, John, 30115 €, t 
Cameron, John, 305686, "Sgt, fe "8/8/16 
Campbell, Henry, 307770 L, Cpl. k Per 
Capon, crass 307840, Pre, k , '26/9/ 16, formerly 3214, 
a Ii Ms Reg: Nabe Col., k., 7/8/16 
we ‘om, 30631 pl., k., 7/8/1 
26310. ( ie ty ae 
” Daniel, 1519, Pre pas eye: 
Carey Patrick, 5479, teal 
Cerroll. ohn, 305095, Pte kk, eh 
Cerroll, imothy, 306866, Des Sy, oe 
Carter, "Robert, 165 outs 
. Thomas, 6, 7 ise Pit: formerly 5064, 
Casey, googie aiment Pred. 28/10/16 
o yoney, § e, 2§ 
Cattermole, Francis Bernard, 306578, Pre, k , 8/8/36 
Challoner, Wilfrid, 305806, Pre. k , 8/8/16 
Chamberlain, Arthur, 3073 o Pre , k, aevels6 
pean Harland, 307147, . : 8/6/16 


rk George ames, ee ‘; Sor 8/8/16 
eugte Car anes so se6 i Pik i! 8/16 
Coates, George, pestis Pte ; aa 


Condon, James, 3541, Pre. d, ie 

Connaughton, Patrick, 307111, Pte, k., Rabe 

Cooke, Fredenck Gooding 1880, Pte , k., a del 

Cooke, Jobn Alfred $8330" Pre d, 5/8 

Cooper, Frederick » Pre., ‘ ie a/s6. 
y, Bernard, 5604: Peas k., a/8/ 


Corkish, Robert, 307858, Pte , k , 28/9/16 
Harry, Y, 306585, Lieb, k, 878/16 
Coverdale, Th » 3078 61, Pte , k , 28/9/16 
Cowle Meiaean 308365, Pte, k, 3/6/37, formerl? 4623 
anchester ment 
porey bedidea Biginaa, wis Pte, k, 10/6/17 
Cragg, A 47" ta. Fete 
Craig, tone oF an k, Bat 
Croasdale, Robert, pC 253s 
Crompton, Albert, 6 348, Pte, 
Manchester Regiment 
Cruickshank, Arthur Lewis, 307283, hog 
Dale, Edward Ambrose Lous, 4524, Pte, 
Dalton, Wilham, 6294, Pte, d, 9/1 es 
Davies, William, 306966, Pte , k hat /16 
Davies, Walter Henry, i 88, ‘Col 19/8/16, MM. 
Deegan, Damel, 305112, ; 
ars, Frank, 306983 L/Cpl 3) 20/5/17 
Dickie, Harry 306989 89, Pte , 
Dillon, Patnick, 300145, Pte , “, 8/8/16 
Diskin, Frank, 307338, Pte, /8/16 
Dixon, Arthur Stanley, ee be, k , 20/2/16 
Donlan, Michael, 308304, Pte , k, 9/9/ 16, formerly 41781, 
Manchester Regimen 
Donnellv, Joseph, ses Pre ,k, B/E /x6 
Dooley, Michael Sarsfield, 4923; Pte, d, 14/8/16 
Dootson, John, 308455, Pre , k, pay aib, formerly 50061, 
Manchester See mene 
Doran, John, 307344, Pte, k, 11/9/16 
Dovle, Rober, 4000, Pte os "8/8 ae 
Duckworth, Wilham, posont L/ ele 
Duffy, Thomas Char 6375, Pte, 
4515, Manchester Regiment 
Duggan, Michael, §559, Pte, k , 8/11/16 
Dummett, Wilham, 87, Pte ‘ dh, 29/12/16 
Dunn, Matthew, 3074386, Pte, d, 29/5/17 
Dunn, Thomas, 307244, Pte ; ‘k 8/8/16 
Durkin, Bernard, 307174, Pte, k hehehe 
20/6/17 


k., iad formerly 4451 


, 8/8/16 
I, e/a 


, 8/8/16 
» 9/9/16, formerly 


Edmondson, Frederick, 307752, Pre, ; 
Egan, Clarence, 307005 uae k,7 / - 
Egan, Thomas, 5477, Pte, 
it, William, Me oe 

Elhs, Robert, 3562, L/Cpl, k, 27/91 16 

Emmett, Albert, 3257, en, 

Evans, Damiel, 4156, Pte , Sn Rice 

Evans, James, 307232, Pte ,k, 8/8/16 

Fairhurst, Fred, 6041, ne. d, 8/10/16 

Farrer, Roger, 4151, Pre , k , 19/12/16 

Finnegan, Peter, 305507, I Pte , , 8/8/16 

Firth, Fred, 6493, Pte, k, 10/9/16, formerly 4579, Man- 
chester Regiment 

Fisher, Rachard, 307243, Pte , k , 8/8/16 

Fletcher, John, 307070, Pte , k , 8/8, - 

Fhint, George, 307563, Pte, d, "4/6/) 

Fogell, Wilham, 308366, Pte , k, 46/9/%6, formerly 4625, 
Manchester Regiment 

a as Da..d, 307021, Pte , k , 10/6/19 

Ford, Frederick, po8ass, F Pre , k , 28/9/16, formerly 4602, 
Manchester 


Fox, Edward, RObGda, Pte. » 8/8/ 16 

Ervers, oseph, 179, L/Cp r ap eteiie 
Fuller, bint William, 308145, Pre , k , 4/3/17 
Gains, eph, 407241, eg kK, Né 
Gallagher, Archur, 305985, ma  k , 8/8/16 
Garhck, John, 2283, Pte, k, 16 

Garnett, FHienry, 3090, L/Cpl k, yy) 16, 
Garaden, George, 3385, Pte, k, 10/9/16 


Gaynor, Joseph, 4554. Pre, k, -o/aft8 

Gibson, joseph; Lamb, 3763, Pte , d , 28/5/16 

Gill, James 4749, Pte,d, 23/18 a 

Gill. Thomas, 308425, Pte., k, Pe formerly 4322, 
Manchester Regiment 

Gillis, John Geddie, 4608, P oe y Bene 

Gleeson, John, 5122, 


Gorman, erbert F, 307320, F Fee - arese 
Goshng, Frank, we ek eae hs 

Gow, James, s06982, 

Gray, ayaa gue a. 48 50, ‘pe oy ( Sati 


7- > 105. 


Cotnuced: ise ea. 307901, Pte, d, 29 aee 
Grogan, Wilham 6929, Pte , k, 9/9/16, formerly 355°, 


Manchest Regiment 
Gruber, 1 tae ous, 59 17/14/16, 
Grundy, “Fred 08, Pe Pee., k, 12/9/16, formerly 4573: 
anchest 


er 

Gunn, Robert, $2, "Pee “k , 8/8/16 

peasol Pease Mi al arpa a es 27/9/16. 
. Thomas, 26, 

Heres a bre: eis Bier 16. 


Hall Harry, sos soséap, Bat, d., 3/4/37 
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Hall, Henry James 
Halttde io asec : 308307, Pte, 5/9/16, former 
* cheater a k, 9 > ‘YY 4400, 


fialpm LA ages K, 306361, | Pte , , 8/8/16. 
re I 3/6) a au ach eoeoien 
ald, 6452, Pte ,d., 4/10/16, fo y 
2244, tpemenond seenoent . 
Eiarrs0m, Wilham, 4120, Pt » 25/9/16 
Harold, 6046, Pte, A 20/10/16, formerly 4974, 
Bagh V epiornee Regiment 
Hazeltine, Thomas, 305931, Pte , k , 8/8/16 
Healey, T'homas, 305842, er j k’ , 13/6/17 
Heath, David, 306322, a 2 28/6/17 
Heatley, Herbert, 2410, Pt ie 15/3/16 
Heyes, John, 308023, Pte : "kk, 27/9/ 16, formerly 5037, 
anchester Regiment Pos kcausarie 
wrence, 307914, Pte , k , 27/9/1 
yhn, 307402, nae 8 8/1 6 
_—--- -» 2503, » 12/9/16 
Hilton, Thomas, 3051 3, Pe k , 8/8/16 
Hindle, faery 3357, Pte, k, 11/9/16 
Eitchm Joseph, 308389, Pte. d, 24/2/17, formerly 
chester Regiment 
Hoban. Wicholas Stedman, 306396, Pte , k , 8/8/16 
Hogan, Daniel, 4576, Pte ,d, /16 
Ho ’ James, 4747, Pte, d Ba 22/8/16 
Ho den, Alfred, 308173, Pte, a 19/4/17 
Hoole ‘Arthur, 308273, Pte, k, Se olie. formerly 3416, 
Manchester Regiment 
Hopcroft, George Henry, 4083, Pte , k ,31/7/16 
Hopkins, Thomas, 2818, Pte, d, j2/8/r 6 
Hopwood, Frank, 3070, CSM » da, 16/9/16 
Horam, Alfred, 2562, Pte, k, 2/5/16, 
Hornby, John Wilham, 6508, Pte, 
4844, Manchester Regiment 
Houghton, Maurice, 307785, Pte , d , 16/6/17 
Hourham, Patrick, 5939, Pte , k , 27/9/16. 
Howard, Bulmer, 4550, Pte, k ' 15/5/16 
Howarth, Benjamin, 306258, Pte , k , 8/8/16 
Howe, Thomas, 2505, Pte, d, 2/1o/t 
Hughes, John, 305452, Pte , d , 8/8/16 
Hughes, ilham, 307084, Pte” k , 27/9/16 
Humphreys, Horace Charles, "308026, Pte, 
ormerly 4823, Manchester Regiment 
Humphreys, William, 5135, L/Cpl 8/8 / 16 
Hunt, Norman, 306277, Pte, k, 3/8/16 
ames, F Herbert, 87116, Pte , x », 4/11/16 
enkins, James, 2668, Pte , d, /8/16 
ennings, Thomas, 2213, Set | k , 8/8/16 
ones, Evan John, 308587, Pte , k, 2/4/17 
ones, Harry, 308357, Cpl . k ; fe) 10/16, formerly 
4517, Manchester Sceteent 
Jones, ames, 6352, Pte, d, 28/9/16, formerly 4461 
r Regiment 
Jones, Thomas, 6512, Pte., d, 1/10/16, formerly 4875, 
ane Regiment 
Charles, 307030, Pte , k , 8/8/16 
oye, ee Walter 5002, Pte 4 dh, 30/1 1/16 
udge, John, 5506, Pte 8/1/17 
ane, Thomas, 1674, L “Crt ‘ ee 
Keeley, vlan John, 205313, rl! k , 7/8/16 
Owen, 4660, Pte , d 1 22/10/16 
Kelly, iy, Edward, 6332, Pte, k , 28/9/16, formerly 4060, 
Manchester Regiment 
Kenny, John, 6052, Pte, d, 30/9/16, formerly 4963, 
Manchester Regiment 
King, John Francis, 4954, Pte, k , 8/7/16 
Kirkham, Thomas, 308227, Pte ,k, 30/5/17 
Kirwin, Francis James, 307087, Pte » 7/8/16 
Laird, Robert, 6435, Pte, k, oT; 16, formerly 4954; 
te Manchester Regiment 6, P ‘ / 
montague red, 30741 te, k, 14/1/17 
Lee, Edwar , 306929, Pte , k, /8/16 
Lee, William eeetbeny, 307426, P Pte , k , 8/8/16 
Lillis, John, 4775, Pte , i , 9/ 9 16 
Lindsey, James, 307213, Pte, k , 8/8/16 
Langard, George, 6337, Cpl’, cs 8/12/16, formerly 4264, 
Manchester Regiment 
Lattle, Tent 305736,CSM,k, BeEre 
Lowe, Jo 307057, Bet, ; a hi 6/7/16 
don, ofr 278 i a ae fre 
Maan Frederick, 48894 ,d, 4/8/16 
Mallon, Thomas Frank, 5 oe es me k gorssre 
Manning, George, 306920, (Et Cpl sk , 8/8/16 
Marsden, Harry, 306052, Pte, 
Marshall, Walter, Joss t6, Cpl, rp ie 
‘ Arthur, 307210, Pte,, k, 8/8/ 16 
terson, James, 5094, Pte , x? 2/7/46 
McAlhster, Andrew, 305321, Pte , » 7/8/17 


HH 


395163, Pie k , 8/8/16 
fein 17 


Hannon, Toes 


k, 12/9/16, formerly 


, 26/9/16, 


McAndrew, Michael, 2027, ic » 5/5/16 

McCann, John, 305786, Pte , k., 8/8548 

McCann, omas, 4630, L/Cpl., k , 10/9/16. 

McCartney, William, 5969, Pte oe » 27/9/16. 

McCauley, farrsas 3¢ 306349, Pte, 8/8/r 16 

McConlough, Daniel, Sra Ae A/enl es risk 16. 

McDonald, Albert, 305144, {1/17 

McEwan, {arn es Edward, ar te k, meny 16, formerly 
5273, Manchester Regiment 

McFarland, Thomas, 3983, ei ey o 3 rere 16 

McFarlane, James, 305381, Pte 

McGillen, “Daniel, 4852, Pte ,d h . festa 

McGow an, Francis, 6365, Pte , k, 12/9/16, formerly 4493, 
Manchester Regiment 

McGowan, Thomas, 5971, pres . , 27/9/16 

McGrath, Thomas, 5436, L/ Cpl ; d, a5¢ 10/16 

McGuire, James Patr 300945, Pte ,k , 11/8/16 

Mclver, Stephen, 3933, Phe , II a ehé 

McNally, Edward, 4884, P. 24/9/16 

McNamara, George Edward. 305559) Pte ,k, 7/8/16 

Mellor, Harold, 6579, L/Cpl /10/ 16, formerly 5356, 
Manchester Regiment 

Middleton, Robert, 28, Col /Sgt , Kk , 22/2/16 

Maller, John Wilham, 3317, Pte, ¢ h, 22/2/16 

Milligan, John, 407962, Pte , k , 31/5/17 

Mitchell, James John, 1953, Pte, k, 8/8/16 

Moirey, Thomas, 4787, pies Ce ay 16 

Molyneux, Plerbert. 3056 14, P ist 16 

Monteith, James, 4287, Pte , a. , 10/ 

Moorcroft, Arthur, 266s, L/Cpl, Ki ; 18/8/16 

Moore, Robert, 307439, Pte, k, e/a 28 

Moorhouse, Frank, 308110, Pte , k , 4/3/17 

Moorse, Joseph, 307349, Pte , an, 3/4/17 

Morris, Bertram, 06193, Pte 5, Ky at /9/ 18 

Morrison, Alexander, 305475, rap , 3/8/16 

Mort, John, 308382, Pte, d, ake. ean 4853, 
Manchester Regiment 

Moscroft, William Patrick, 306932, Pte, k , 8/8/16 

Muldowney, John Edward, so 7006). at; K ” 12/9/ 16 

Munroe, Patrick, 305649, Pte , $/o/16 

Murphy, Jo john Patrick, 1436, Lice, » 12/9/16 

wiurpby, toy, 4392, Pte, k, he /16 

Murphy, William, 4950, Pte, k, 6/5/16 

Murphy, Wilham, 305468, L/ cae . 8/8/16 

Naylor, Joseph, 6606, Pte, k, 18/ 10/ 16 

Ne Alwin Frederick hee, 307658, Pte, k., 
I 

Nixon, Haoid: 6565, Pte, 
Manchester Regiment 

Nolan, Peter, 6570, Pte, d, 30/9/16, formerly 5304, 
Manchester Regiment 

Nolan, one 305575, Pte, x 8/8/16 

Noonan, W. illam, 4975; Pte’ ; 9/9/16 

North Wilham, : 308036, Pte, ae 27/9/16, formerly 4829, 

Manchester Regiment 

O’Brien, Michael, 307203, Pte , k , 8/8/16 

O’Connor, Frederick, 307514, Pte, d , 8/3/17 

O’Connor, Michael, 2691, Pte, k, "23/12/16 

O’Neale, caula 306772, Pte , rag 8/8/16 

O’Shaughnessy, George, 305034, L/Cpl , k, 8/8/16 

Otty, Toseoh | dward, 308590, hg Ky 2/4 /\7F 

Painter, Lawrence, 6498, Pte, d, B/or 16, formaadly 4648, 
Manchester Regiment 

Park, Thomas, 305400, Pte , dh, 7/5/17 

Partington, George, 4914, Pte , d, 4/10/16 

Patrick, Joseph, 5245, Pte, k, 27/91 16 

Patten, Thomas, 308528, Pte , 27/9/16 

Peacock, George, 306061, Pte , a 4/3/17 

Pemberton, Herbert, 3699, Pte , d , 9/9/16 

Percival, Alexander Winslow, 305488, Ser, k, pret 16 

Perry, William Joseph, 307808, Pte, d ; 27/9/' 16 

Philbin, Patrick, 307571, Pte 2 kyr 17/8/16 

Phillips, Arthur, 5992, Pte > k, 9/11/16 

Phillips, John Newall, Pea A/L/Cpl, &, 10/9/16, 
formerly 4296, ieee hag Regiment 

Potter, Harold, 306281, Pte, Tol 17 

Potter, Harold “Ewart, aie Pte, k, 12/9/16, formerly 
5000, Manchester ie aser-¥ 

Powell, Ernest, 2510, Pte, alot 

Powell, Fred, 2137, Pte , k ET 

Powell, George, 305380, Pte ,k, 8/8/16 

Powell, Herbert, 300279, L/Cpl, Pex 8/8/16 

Pile, Robert, 5040, Pte, k , 3/8/16 

Pitts, William, 308342, re k , 27/9/16, formerly 4530, 
Manchester Regiment 

Pybis, Edward, 305384, chest k, afore 

Quine, Alfred, 2360, ‘pl ,k, 8/ 8/16 

Rafferty, John, 4068, Pte, a h , 8/10/16 

Ravey, James, 2724, L/Cpl, k, 15/12/16 

Reeves, Robert, 4472, Pte, d » 12/8/16 


, 10/9/16, formerly 5276, 
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Pe Mee Bait rasa 6497, L/Cpl, d., 10/9/16, formerly 
Roberts, pies . capolp Ep 8/8/16 
Roberts, Joseph, 307 2, Pte ; Bre 8 23/2/17. 
Robinson, ames, 6270, . i/17 
Robinson, , 1926, Pte, k, 31/7/16. 
Robinson, William, 6566, Pte, dh., 8/12/16, formerly 
278 pees been Regument 
Francis rk 1/7/16 


Rod 3727 
Roughley, Abana Myodaps, bee » da, “ala/ 19, formerly 


8732, Manchester ae, 
Roug ey, Peter, 305083, k, ,23/3/ ae M 
2 1 
re d 7 “is/8/ 16 


Laer hig ‘Thomas, 5 
ds, James, 2205, L 
James, Eve al Sgt ,d, 11/6/17, formerly 
Manchester 7 eemen: 
Sendtit Man 4345, Pte 20/3/16 
Scanion, P: Patrick, 3941, L T Set 74 » 10/97/16, 


Scannell, serena 5430, Pte, . » 12/9/16 
Seabrook, Lester ae res k, 12/9/16, formerly 4465, 
Manchester Regimen 


Sharples, L20, gobigay Pre. asf ce , /s/17 Oo; CO; 
tee” pre’ os 10/9/ 6, formerly 4836, 
ne Manchester seinen 


Sherlin, Joseph, 3482, Sit, k , 9/9/16 

Sidebottom, oes m, 6358, Pte , s “le/oi 16, formerly 4476, 
Mancheste r Regiment 

Summ, Edward kritas. seeks, Pte , k , 27/9/16, formerly 
2357, Manchester "Regiment 

» Joseph, 4015, pod = 23/12/16, 

Singer, . vid, 305779, are 16 

Sloey, Joseph, 4451, Pte, vd, 4/8 

Smith, d, B/s/ 17 


eed anes 306626, qe) 

uthern, James, 307533, » 30/5/17 

Smers, Edward, 307999, Pte, ie 27/8/16 

Spooner, Walter, 4786, Pte d, 14/8/16 

State ey, John Ji James, 2424, Set ks 14/7/16 
Clifford d, 2857, Pt /7/16 

fattey thomas: 17716, Pte , Ke D/a/is 

poet Herbert, 4128, Pte , 1 2/8/16 

Stewart, John. + g0p517, Pre Pte, at "8/8/16 

Stubbs, enry, 6509, "Pte, k, 12/9/16, formerly 

4845, Manchester Regiment 


Surling, John Alexander, 2376, Pte., d., 12/9/16. 
Sullvan, Charles, 307107, 3” k, $/3/ 16. mf 
Sumner, Harold, 305330, Cpl., ie, 6/6/17. 
Sutherland, Albert, 2772, Pte., d a hy 1 
Swarbnick William, 5190, 9/16 
Tandy, Jo Nobiaen T/C, ka 8/8/16. 
Taylor, Joseph, 308256, Pte, k, 3/6/19. 
Thompson, Tesch ate 1, Pte, d, Pie /8/16, 
‘Thompson ag/8/ 16s MM 
Toohey, Alfred Patrick, 5107, 
Topping, George Wilham, Bev, Bet rf ty, 5/16 
Townson, Henry, 307503, 3a, 

1 


Trentesaux, Albert, 4613, Pte 
Turtle,” Boma’ Orie. fie ee baad /9/16, former! 
le 540, » k, 27/9/16, former: 109, 
vr, Manchester eine : a 
John, a pel Lary arene 
/1 
Caen, 1 Emest, 6 »k, ey, 16, formerly 5411, 
chester Re 
Une ae William, -6490, bans, Pte ,k , 28/9/16, formerly 4568, 
Wacidington, Stanley, 306 Pte , k., 7/6/ 
on, ey, 30 pez Cc, K., 7. 17 
Walmsley, Sam, 3217, Cpl , 24/8/1 6 
Ward, Fred, 305988, Pte, k aR /16 
Ward, Pat nick, 4452, Pte, rh ate 
Waters, Thomas, 3175, Pte k, 8/8/16 
Watts, John Patrick, 2188, Pre, d a aB/B/18:- 
Weaver, James, 306959), Pte : {8/16 
Westoby, Albert Edward, 2705, Pe k, 8/8/16 
Widders, Richard Ratcliffe, 306479, Pte Pte, k, 31/5/17 
Wilkinson, ohn Henry, 36701, k , 10/9/16 
uliams arty, 307036, Pte, k., 8/8/16 
Wilson, 6316, Pte, k » 9/9/16, formerly a241 
Manchester watts 
Wilson; Grorse, crag Pte, k , 8/8/16 
Wils ey: 29/9/16, formerly 5436, 


ilham, 2602, Seed, 
¢ 


Mencken Repinent 
Wilson, James, 307454, Pte 11/ p36 
Wilson, Thomas Frederick, sotbee d h pied 17 
Winters, Nicholas Francis, aa Pre | ‘. g 8/16 
Woodcock, John William, 308536, Pte , k , 22/9/16 
Worsley, alee Reaper 300250 Pte i 16 
oe on, Be 3° 25pm n 
Wil ‘ann 487, k, 27/9/ 16. formerly 4555, 
Manchester Regiment 


9th BATTALION 


ae Jom 4336, Pte, k , 22/5/16 
pose ag Enoch, 3107, Pie | k , 25/9/16 
hie John, 3164, Pte F k, 25/9/16 
Char les Edmund, 1873, Licol , k , 25/9/16 
renin John wees 2319, Pte ,k, 12/8/1 6. 
ward, 331665, Pte, : » 25/9/16 
rete Arthur, 2281, Pte , k , 18/9/16 
Ball, Robert, 332862, Pte , k, gee /19 
Besonal » John Campbell, 33093; Pte , k , 25/9/16 
e, Ralph, 4868, Pte, k, 25/9 /16 
Ball, B ; Joseph, 331947, Pte, k, 12/8/16 
gt \ lrg 412/16 
am Henry, 330313, Pre, k, 14/7/16 
ie” Eo cean, 330720, L/Cpl , k, alll 16 
Bimpson, Stanley, 331804, Pte, k, ssf 
urn, John Isaac, 3316 7. "Pte ,k, 12/8/16 
Blundell, as, 266141, xk, OE: 
Bodenham, Cecil, 330391, Sat, , k, 12/8/16 
Bodell, Robert, 331212, Pre , ts 10/4/12 
rat , Abraham, 4088, eat , 6/3/16 
William, 3496, Pt "12/8/16 
ack benk, Peter, 3230, Pes: K 12/8/16 
Broughton James, 1147, Cpl, ‘dh, 97/5/16 
illkam, 331424, Pte, k, 25/9/16 
Cadwell, Albert, 5279, Pte " d, 19/9/16 
, Joseph, 204208, a k, ee EIB it 
r, Henry, 4297, Pte, k, ip /16 
Clarke, pci large: SB » 25/9/16 
Clues, John H enry, 4201, Pte, 4 s/ 116 
Coleman, John, 2260, Cpl , k, 9/9/16 
Collier, Beryamin, » 3317 2s Pre, k, 12/8/16 
Collins, Ri » 2539, iy '10/3/1 6 
Cooke, William, 6095, Pte’ 
achester obo, Bie k iv j 
Cooper, Isaac, 330 e 3/17 
Corner, Richard, 2 4385, Pe sauces ae 
24, k, d. 


Cottam, penn, 44 p/ie 
Craven, Sam, 202332, , 26/6/17 
; James, 4270, Pte ,d, Ea/aiie. 


» k, 21/12/16, formerly 2133, 


38, Pte, d, on gee 
» 16/5/16 


Crompton, Per 
Cross, Edward William, 3 2, 
Cushing, James, 2684. ite a 12 
Dalgleish, James, agai Sel 16/ s/ 16. 
Davies, Albert, 3116, pl, Ki 25/9/18: 
Davies, John, 3855, se 7 k 6/4/16 I 
Davitt, artin, 4432, _k, 2/7/16 
Dickinson, Thomas Sydney, 4238, Pre Pele Pe 6/4/16 
Dixon, Thomas, 2983, Cpl, eg 
Dankweter, Wilham, 4841, "Pte : a78/ 16 
Drummond, Lawrence Lioyd, 332580, Pte, k, 25/2/17, 
formerly 4860, Manchester egiment 

Duff, Arthur, 6063, Pte, d, oe 
Edwards, Herbert, zo4tbe, Pe Pte, a gel? 
Edwards, Robert, 5239, Pte, k, 12/ 
Edwards, Wilharn H, 31915, r bie, wih 12/8/16 

ott, Joseph, 4511, 
Ellis, Peter, 2221, Pte, ay, 12/ 
Ellis, Walliam, 4524, Pte id, 14/8) My 
Elmer, Charles Herbert, aoGa. k, 12/8/16 
Farrell, Peter, 4468, Pte , ie ayo/at 
Farrington, Wi 1am, 332633, Pte, k, Field 17 
Fennah, Charles, 2972, Pte,d,4 17/16 
Firkins, Wilham R , 331079, Pte ,k, 25/9/16 
Fitzgerald, John, 2198, Pte ,d, 7/10/16 
Foley, George, 330842, Pre fi k., 6/8/16 


yorter. Alfred, a 22/6/ 16 . 
Gaff J hn, a6, "peek k ag 
n ° — 
Gallagher, D el : ar Ve 18/16 
Saeea: amen, 22 cm, 2278, Set Sgt, k 18 9/16 
Gallimore, F ler, 332982, , k, 1/3/17, formerly 


8122 Apap hire Hussars Yeomanry. 
Garlick, Walter, 1840, Pte, k, 25/9/16. 
Garret, Charles, 15, Pte, art /16. 
hegan, John Herbert, 331524, "Pte, k., 24/5/17 


gipo bert 87, Ree 36/4/16 /s/ 
Vv , > 12/5/1 
Ginity, Christopher qarnee a50642 4 , Pte, ke, 12/8/16. 
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Grace, John, 3470, Pte., k , Aha lay, 
Graham, W1 ; "3151, Pte 12/8/16 

Grant, Ae 308, Pre es Bot pene 

ord, 4783, 25/9/1 
Greenbughy nry Hassall, 3139, Pte 7 » 25/9/16 
ahah, then 4420, aig » 15/8 
Guay. nay. "William, 4709, Pte» k, faiie 
ATT? ed, John, 3138, Pee an : ao /8/16. 


lam, Adi 23/10/16 
Hp il hy be, Pie k., 12/8/16 
Hayes, scar aaa Pe = 5 
Heathcote, Herbert, A590r, Ete vd h , 24/6/16 
Heffernan, Albert, 332 noe Pre » i » 19/3/17 
Holt, Arthur, 330510 ; 2 an af: 
Holt, William, 4489, Pte” tg 25/9/16 
Hooson, Henry, 2719, Pte ; d > 11/1/16 
Horrocks, Thomas, 5023, Pte , d, 24/8/16, formerly 1401, 
Royal Army Medical Corps 
Howard, James, 2428, Pte , k , 5/9/16 
Hoyle, George Harold, 330624, Cpl, k, 28/8/16 
Hughes, Enric *Coulthar ’ d, 356104, Pte ’ k| ’ 12/8/16 
qiugnes oie 331754 L/Cpl , k par Ora 
h, 3771, Pte, x, 2/7/16 
puget 2184, Cp I, 218/816, MM 
Tinea: dy Eda 3820, Pte, OE 
Jackson, fan 350045, = » 24/4/17, formerly 965, 
Royal Engineers 
ames, Samuel, 331044, Pte , r , 25/9/16 
» 25/9/16 


ames, William, ere Ee Pte, 
ohns, Thomas Henry, 246 I, Pi d , 20/7/16 


ones, Albert, 332739, Pte, d, 5/3/17, formerly 32680, 
Manchester Regiment 
ones, Austin, 4327, L/Cpl, d, 5/8/16 
ones, Albert rge, 2200, Pte, 12/8/16 
jones, George Edward, ek Pre 4. 7/4/16 
ones, Herbert, 3808, Pte 
ordan, si » 331394, Pte , 2 aLof36 
Kearns, Frank, 331152, Ser ,k, 12/8/16 
Kewley, Wilham Edgar, 2096, ae » 16/4/16 
Keyworth, Clement dala 2521, “Bee, i” 5/8/16 
King, Geor, » 2875, Pte, k, 12/8/16 
Kinsley, Ro rt, 4368, bie »k, 2/7/16 
Lambert, Herbert David 4229, Pte, k, 12/8/16 
Lambert, John, 204202, k, 18/6/17 
Lawson, ‘Joseph Taylor, 204106. Pte ,k , 19/6/16 
Lawton, John E, 5615, Pte, k,  ehie formerly 1509 
ncashire Hussars Yeomanry 
Lea, Robert, 332091, els ‘ ater 
Lindsay, Alec, 3086, Pte ,d, 
once, Edward, 2264, Pe , 10/9/16 
bongton, Gh Christopher, 2895, bie, , 12/8/16 
» 4629, Pte, k, 12/ i 
Lowe, F Job, » 4271, Pte 9K i tb 
Piette John Benjamin, 4519, Pte, k, 25/9/16 
ackenzie, William Easson, 357180, Pte , x 12/8/16 
Magee, Wilham, 2304, Sgt, = 8/12/16 
Mark, Ernest, 332797, Pte , "20/6/17 
Martindale John, 3658, Pte ok 26/10/16 
Matchett, 99, Pte, hk » 25/9/16 
Mawdsley, larry, 4499) Pte, 4210, CCl, k , 12/8/16 
McCarthy, Harold, 1935, Pte , d , 29/6/16 
McDermott, Eugene, os, Beek k , 25/9/16 
McGrath, Edward, 4825, , 25/9 16 
McHugh, eli ire 1660, C pl, d »i/1/17 
McLoughlin, John, 2064, Pte. k, 5/8/16 
McMillan, Geor » 356416, Pte , k, 12/8/16 
Miller, William ose, 5329, Pte, ‘ae 29/9/16 
Maller, Frederick, 5641, RS M ‘ 12/8/16, MC 
Molyneux, James, 2206, Pte ,d, ee 
Moreton, Jo john hn Charles, 407, Pt 25/9/16 
Morty, John, An, 3133, Pte ! 12/8/ 
Murphy, Harold, 4597, : , 13/8/16 
proba Edward, 33 a Eee , 12/8/16 
Neilson, Frank, 3229, Pte , rihas 
Nettles, John, 2220, Sgt , . ; 12/8/16 
ag Albert, 3 2615, Pte, d, 7/5/17, formerly 1487, 
ates egiment 
Nixom, ‘George 3 31911, Pte, k , 25/9/16 
Oates, Ge nie edward g3toa8, Pe i 11/6/17 
O'Leary, john, 3777, Pte, k, 
O’Shea, drew, 332621, Pte> k, "8/2/17, formerly 3573, 
Manchester Regiment. 


Oswald, Wilfrid, 2519, Pte , t 12/8/16 
ens, Edward, 30506, Cpl’ » k, 25/9/16 
aeret 17 


14/ 
torr rwnn? War ure 1, 7 ’ ye 
Parratt, Joe oseph Henry, 331398 a 4/2/17 
Parson, uel, 3377; :a8/0/ 16 
Paterson, Ed » 4404, Pte » k., 23/9/16 


Payne, Wilham, 3300916, Pte , k., 12/8/16 
earson » 4395; Pie, k’, 2/7/16 
Pierce, Robert, 330632, S; k., 10/4/19, 
, Alfred 331615, L7Cpl” & » 12/ /16 
Pounder 332725, Pie, ks 19/3/17, formerly 
31989, Man Mancl ter pe 
Prowl James J Jose h 5218 , Pte se Bay bg 
ove, a 12/16, fo 
Punesitty ameter Hoque beat 
am ur, 13, - k , 2/9/16 
Pye, William, 2308, Pte, oe Mat 
Michael, 2671, Pte, Me oid 
tk, Charles 330502, Pte, + . 22/6/17 
Ratcliffe, Charles, 332236, Pre ; dh, 23/2/16 
Rawhing, James A , 332313, Pte , kK, ‘25/0/16 
Rawsthorne, James, 2293, Pte d ‘ 27/4/16 
erm, Thomas Elhs, 2594, Pte’ k k, 12/8/16 
Reed, jon, 4019, Pte, k, 25/9/1 6 
pena ie 705, ra k, ang, Pie _ 
omas 4171, 16 
Rider, ids, The Bulfelbt, 1376 Pre, k , 12/ RY 
Robertyohns, Thomas, 2461, id, soreie 
Roberts, Alexander, 332024, Pre : k’ » 11/3/17 
Roberts, Arth 3306 74, Pte, k , 12/8/16 
Roberts, Edward homas, ie Pte, d , 26/9/16 
Roberts, Harold, 1801, Pte | dh, 10/1 /17 
Roberts, Joseph, 332640, Pte, k; 24/4/ - 
Roberts, illiam Henry, $16, Pte, k, ease 
Robinson John, 331861, ik, ale 
Rogers, Henry, : 330619, L/Cpl. _k, 2,751 9/16 
Rowson, Joseph, 2416, os 5/8 
Rylands, Overs 4573, Pte, k, i8/o/%6 
Salmon, John, 4586, ae ¢ i, 2/3/16 
Sangater. Joseph, 4500, Fs k , 7/8/16 
Scahill ; 4575, Pre Pte 2 11/10/16 
Scott, ahaa 5, Pt » 12/8/16 
Shanks, W1l liam enry, Pa Pte, d, 15/6/17, formerly 
ig clans pee sabe Seinen 
cha » 25/9/16 


d, 267322, Pte, 
gperpe ‘Thomas, 331412, Pte, Mg ‘ 18/9/16 
Siddorn, John, 4299, Pte, k, ”12/8/1 6 
S , Ernest, 4823, ee 27 25/9/16 
Smediey, John, toe eo K 2/7 /16 
Smith, Joseph, 306 o4, Pt » 12/8/16 
Smith, flliam, 2155, Pte ce , are pie 
pelacy, Thomas, 330411, Pte 25 4 I 
Stanton, Edward, 3384, Pte , k a 12/8/16 
Stanton, James, 332426, Pte’, » 25/9/16 
Stanton, Wilham, 2213, Pte, me , 6/8/16 
Stephenson, Robert, 4182, Pte, dh ‘ 28/12/16 
Sturrup, Joseph, 3 81, Pte ,k, 5/9/16 
Sutchiffe, Frederick, 331758, Pte , ‘ 18/9/ 16 
Sutcliffe, Robert Joseph, 2 a Lisa , 12/8/16 
Swift, George A, 331216, od, a1/3/t7 
Swinton, Douglas, saoke Pte, d, ee, 17, formerly 
1919, Lancashire Hussars Yeomanry 
Taylor, George Victor, 331744, Pt , 12/8/16 
Taylor, Sydney, 33353, Pte, k, S/svie formerly 23704, 
Lancashire Fusiliers 
Thomas, Christopher, 332692, Pte , d , 7/2/17 
Tipton, John, 3704, Pte, k, hace 16 
Tootle, Thomas, 330961, Pte, . 12/8/16 
Traynor, Peter, "2136, L/Set , » 12/8/16 
Turner, Ernest Edward, 23019, Pte, k , 18/6/17 
Turner, Wilham, 332771, Pte , k , 26/4/17, been 31982, 
Manchester Regiment 
ay yiceey: Walter, 1968, Pte, k, 25/9/ 16, MM. 
Vaughan, Henry, 3180, Pte : k : 12/8/16 
Vining, Frederick, 331195, Pte, k, to/4/ 87 
Walker, Leonard, "2966, Pte, k, 2 5/9/16 
Walmsle , Walter, a eg k, e/ /16 
Ward, Harry, 331039, » 30 4/17 
ard, J Christopher, 2212, rd =: ine , 12/8/16, 
Waterson, William, 3612, Pte, ae 6 
Waugh, Edward Ernest, 4549, yer" k, 12/8/16, 
Westbury, Percy John, 2084, - » d, 23/9/16. 
Whiteside, John, 330471, dag ae 
Wilding, Samuel, 33 
illiams, Geor mest 2398, ha 25/9/16. 
Williams, Joseph, 2430, , gs we/ENx6 
Willams, omas, 3397, Pie ‘ vibe 
Williamson, Charles, 265800 be’, k, 5/9/16. 
Wilton, Robert, 2785, Pte, , aa/a/r0 I 
Withe, Thomas, 331807, Pte , » 25/9/16 
Wood, Wilham Henry, 1494, ba K, 25/9/16 
Worthington, Walter, 2798, L/Cpl »k, 7/8/16 
Wad John James, 3223, Pte, k, 12/8/16. 
nigley Alfred, 332710, Pte, d, 26/6/17. 


cing larnes Grace, 330764, Pte , k., 12/8/16, 
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Addison, Ernest, 5901, Pte bre Bs 9/p, 
Allen, Albert vice S555 + 9/9/16, 
Allen, Herbert, 357824 k, Pre s 9 Je. 
emesis bidet 38770, Pt os are 17 

a eo aan, Pt fy ar CnNt- 
Ash, Willem, 35815 k, 26 /s/ 17 


Bailey, Charles, 357297, Pte . k , 16/8/16 
Baker, rere 357347, Pte, k, 8/5/17. 
Sarna, Charles Alf , 5385, Pte ,k, 9/8/16. 
Ball, George, 4813, Pte ; d, 9/8/1 
Ball, Lawrence, 5146, Pte , k, 19/9/16 
Ball, Wulham, 358948, Pte k, 4/ /17 
Bamford Thomas amin, > BIDE, oer a 9/8/16 
anks, Frederick, 2943, Pte, 
se tt, Edward ‘Marun, 358031, 5 A » 12/4/17 
Bar eked Stanley, 5873, Pte, k, 12/10 . 
Herbert, 6 341, Pte , rk 18/8/16 
Bate, Walla, 457836, ee pre! 5/17 
ft, Joseph Fuber, 58 96, , Pe, yaplot 16 
Belfield, ‘Lhomas, 357652, Pte ; 2/17 
Bennett, Granville Clayton, 4709, ea iM , 14/7/16. 
Bentley, Edward, 5073, Pte, k, de 6 
Bernstein, Abraham, 359. 86, Pte ; sorerte 
Berry, Arthur Louis, 358853, Pre , ae Ve ae 
Bettens, Arthur Charles, 355781, C 8/3/17 
Beban, ‘Alfred Wilham, 5209, Ee P P 9 
Blake, Geor, 3 37395, Pte, d, 13/6/ iy formerly 2787, 
Royal cent aati 
Blair, Robert Heavy, 358564, Fes k , 25/4/17 
Blyth, Matthew, 355736, Pe 12/8/16 
Boardman, Thomas, 5825, Pt e, Ee of 87x18 
Bothamley, ogy tr Robert, 3509, Pte , » 23/ 1 af 16 
Brewer, James red, 4764, L/Cpl, - 9/8 /16 
Bnitton, Fred, 356020, Pte, k, 2/8/1 6 ~ 
Brown, Charles, 358908, Pte 1 » 30/6/ 17 
Brown, Waldran, 357251, Pte, Se he 
Buckingham, John, 4446, Pte, k, 14/8/16, formerly 1405 
Royal Army Medical Corps 
Burgess, George, 2672, Pte , in ore 
puss, Andrew, 358733, Pte, d, 4/6/17 
bert, 4732, Pte, k, le 
Callarider, Robert John, 2605, Sgt,d, nisere 
eamped Richard Dougal, 355254, Sp Spe, , 9/8/16 
campbell erp. cere 1 Be i, oer 6 
ish, Joseph, 3565 te, I 
Cannon, "Alfred, 6020 ; 78/r6 
Carnck, Alexander, 5902, re 9/8/16 
Carter, ‘Stanley Raymond, 3238, Col. » 9/8/16 
Carter, Reginald, 358313, Pte, d, ee 
Case, Francis Edward, 3524, Pte , d , 9/8/16 
Chalmers, W alter, 3916, tg a d, 15/8/16 
Christie, Andrew, 3632, Cpl ; 70/6/ 16 
bP Jos bari ee 356567, nee a 9/8/16 
layton, , 4040, Pte, g 13/8/16 
Canes Thomas, 5880, ee : ee 16 
Clegg, Joseph Edward, bi i 9/8/16 
ose, Oliver, 4059, Cpl, k, of8/t 6 
Collins, John Hen , 356027, L/Sgt , k , 29/6/17 
Collinson, Fredene Emest, 358252, Pre, ie 18/a/ 17 
Collumbell, John Alfred, 583" 5, Pte ve 
ewes, William Francis, og at Be ; eis 
Cost Walter Resgald, 37668, / 
tine ter Regin 7 P 10/4/17 
Cowie, Donald, SItt, Ly wie St MA 
Cox, Alfred Cecil, 358632, a _ Py ad 
Coy, William John, 4923, Pte a k., 29/2/16 


Crabb, Doug's: 3952, ee Teese) 16 

Craven p5 173, Pte oe i eal 

Croft, Alfred red Jo , 359074, Pte k., 29/6/17 
pee a 


Cunningham, Robert, 3ghes3, 53, Pte 
Daniel, David, 57497; 
Davidson, Cyril, 357079, Lyn. 4, "3/3/37 
Davies, Edward, 358931, Ee d, 29/6/17. 
Davies, George, 5174, Pte , gay 4 28 16 
Davies, Robert, 3988, Pte , kk Z * 9/8/16 
Davies, Trevor fares asts 70 F Pte , k., 9/8/16 
ony Wilham, ee k., 29/ 17 
vies, Lewis, 35 B43, Ate, 427/517 
Dean, Thomas, 4554, L/Cpl , d., 12/10/16 
Dixon, Ernest, 357403, Pte, k, 16/8/16. 
Dobbin, Henry, 2 E90. C.S. M, d - 13/8/16, formerly 1706, 


London Reg: 
Dobbe, S y a rchubald, = pa tee © alas 
Dornty, Adrian Hine? 35 48 the k., Fase, 
Purbury, Wil ilies Be "4 pp int k.,9 Ye/x6 
Earle 8616, Pte 31/8 
Eaves, gekoetsy 257474, Pre, é ie: 


Ecroyd, wisltiass Bees 357552 oe yk 2 98/6/27. 
r, Frank eat 1551, 

Elliot, Arthur Seana” 5341, oe at, 2 12/0/36 
Ells, Herbert Charles, 358523, Pte , k , 27/ a 
Ellis, Richard Arthur, 259, Pte, os k, eof /16, formerly 

138_, Denbighshire Hussars 
Evans, Frank Griffiths, 3 6235), Pte, kK 18 15/2/19. 
Farrington, James, 78, 8/10/16. 
Ferguson, William Kermo te ON on » 9/8/16 
Finchett, John, 5915, nee Re 9/8/16 
Finncane, Noel, 7 7494, Pre » e,k, 4/1/19. 
Fisher, Amos, 4731, Pte, 9/8/16 
Fishwick, Joseph Leo, 536875, Pes k , 9/8/16 
Foster, Thomas Matthew, 3267, Pt ey k 24 
Fothergill, James Leshie, 2637, 16/6 6/16 
Fox, Horace, 6057, Pte, d, 21 /8/1 a 
Freeman, Arthur, 256557 Pte k, ae 
Frizzel, Robert, 356390, L/ Cpl , k » 29/6/19 
Gandy, Frederick, 359029, re F d , 2/5/17 
Garvie, David C , 355641, Cpl, k : i ada 
Gee, Thomas, 5262, Pte, d a 10/ ze 
George, Arthur Henry, 5058, peas 44 a M a 
George, Frederick Richmond, Mae 6, Pte j /16 
ane Gilbert, 3766, Pte, k 16/9/16 
orge Arthur, 358155, Pre, es wagss/en 


Gilleene ulham, 3 57747, re 
Gleig, Alfred Ernest, 356537, Cpl 11/4/17 
dwin, Edgar Wilham, 61113, Pte, KY h , 3/2/17, formerly 


26180, Wiltshire Regiment 
Goldrop, John, 356775, Pte, k, 1/8/16 
Gorson, James Henry Mortumer, 358557, Pte, k, 15/2/19 
Gray, Archibald Wilham, nd OBS: Pes Pte 7 y 9/8/16 
Gray, James Haining, 5968 /12/16 
Gunning, Herbert Hayes, 5217, Bre’ ef 3/9/16 
Hall, Fredenck, 355106, CQMS, d h> 24/2/17 
Hall, Matthew, 356451, Cpl, k, 8/ 5/1 17 
Ham ton, Ene 356411 Pte , ny Lee 
Handley, Ratcliffe, "26. Pte, k ,k, a: 
Hanmer, George, 5596, Pte, i 25/9/ ‘¢ 
Harding, John W ilar, 3292, te »k, 8/8/16 
Herd, Ernest, te , Pte, eg orp 
Hewitt, Harold, 49 5, Pte ,d, 17/9/16 
Higgins, Joseph, 350943; Bee, ee ee 
ges, Robert, 5534, Pte, d, 10/ 
Hodgson, Reginald, 5966, Bre k, ie Vib 
Holt, Eustace Addison, 4569, L/Cpl, "4 , 4/10/16 
Holmes, Thomas, 357920, Pte, d, 6/4/19 


Horne, James, 356986, Pte,d, /6/x4 

Houldsworth, Charles, , 358797, Ft cae y BES! 
Hucken ton, Wilham, 4158, Sgt, k, /8/16 

Hug ohn Granville, 5096, Cri?  3/7/ 16 
Hunter, ames Andrew Legg, 5443, ce , 9/8/16 
Inwood, George Stuart, 355142, L/Cpl ; 9/8/ 16 
ackson, Walter Alec, 355335, Pte, k, 3) /16 
arvis, Frederick Gustave, 4611, Pte, k, Cee) 


fohns, Ernest Frederick, 3 59056, 6, Pte. k , 27/6/17 
lohnson, Robert, 5320, Pee. ‘ 15/1 1/16 
lones, Edward Thomas, e735, Pi Pte, k, oe 16 
lones, Robert Owen, 6314, e,d, 14/8 
lones, Wilham Arthur, 457966, Pre 1% ee 
lowett, Arthur, 35 55ts ee » 29 6/17 
uler, Harold Fran , 5819, Pte, d, Agadir 
ump, Lad a Wilham, 2577 ; Pie k , 29/6/17 
Kaye, Harry, 6018, Pte , 17/ 
Keil Walter Elder, 5246, a, pl, k 9/8/16 
Kelly, Robert, 357119, Pte, k, 9 8/36 

bum, James, 358526, k 
King, John At Abbott, 357176, L/ep't t "9/8/16 
Kingsley, es 943,, ine » 17/8/16 
Kirby, ere 5543 dh, 4/1/16 
Kitwood, Herbert Frederick, 2557, Cpl., k, 10/9/16 
Lane: Duncan, 4979, Pte, “A » 16/12/16 
Lamb, Thomas, 357493, Pte , k , 8/5/17 
Lamont, R Ronald Stuart, 5569, Pte , = ap) t1/16 
Laverty, David Henry, 5533, 
Lee, hl coe Joseph, one Pte , k, vison. 


Leonard, Henry, 377, Ke 2 9/16 

Lima, Leslie F oa a4/ 29/8/16. 
Livingstone, Alfred 460, ve , 6/8/16. 
Lioyd, Thomas W: 74, Pte, 6. 
Loudoun, Charles CaGEe. / g,k ane 


dy Willham Henry , 55? Pe, a » 19 ae 


Low, Gzorge Robbie, e, 3741, ns. a Abie 


d, 4730, Pte 
ps Samuel loners 309, Pte’ 20/8/16. 
onald, Geo ge White, 2910, y /Cpl., k k., 9/8/16. 


Maile, Robert, 357108, Pre , k., Bh 6. 
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Mannion, James, 5971 eee k , 6/8/16 Rowlands, Arthur Vaughan, 356534, Pte , 8/16. 
Matthews, Charles alam, 3 5987, L/Cpl , d , 30/6/17 Sanderson, is Robert, 5171, Pie pk, 98/1 6 Bo S/8/ 
May, 50249, Pt bed 17 Scott, Alfred James 357656, Pte, k, 29/6/17 
May, Thomas Walton, 3 ae d a 24/3/17 Scott, Isaac, 4565, 6 
Mayer, Enoch, 357046, a Sharp pune, aaa: “AL ept, k , 9/8/16 
McArthur, Henry, 25 87,S yen 16 Sharples Henry, 7142, Pte, d 4 22/12/16 
McCracken, Robert, 255 826, & Pte’ 2/6417 Shemwell, Walter, 6961, Pte , d , 24/9/16 
McDonald, ’Wailham razer, 3576 686 id, pot 17 Sherrington, Harold, 356435, ei” k, 29/8/27 
McGregor, Robert Law, 357679, Pie 15 /3/19 Shimmins, Lou s Tibbs, 357167, Pte : K, 6/8/16 
McKnight, John, 3381, Pte, d, 10/ oe Shimmin "Thomas Gelling, 3441, Pte, k, Atay a 
McLeod, Fred, 359134, Pte, k, es 17 Sinnatt, William Harding, 5722, L/cor, , 9/8/16 
58003, Pte, dh, 17/4/17 Skelland, Wiliam Edwin Jamies, pos Be k , 9/8/16 
541 » Pte, k, 9/8/16 Slate, Arthur, 54r8, Pte ,d, 10/8/16 
Renae 9/8/16 Smale, Arthur William, ‘57 Pte, k, 10/10/16 
Mecham, ohn Wiiham, 4800, ee. a P 7 tra Smith, Albert, 6376, Pte, , 9/8/ 16, formerly Sia South 
vet illam James, 5133, Pte ,k, 9/8 Lancashire sci 
Merrick, Thomas Edwin, 3859, Pte, k, oe Smith, Hugh Cameron, 5424, nes ‘ : 11/8/16 
Metcalf, Clarence Albert, 4401, L/Cpl, » 19/3/17 Smith, Philip Tnstam, 59, Pte 7 , 19/11/16 
Milner, "Frederick Bradley, 358096, Pte , k , 29/6/17 Speed, Ernest, 357671, tt pl, hes) 17 
Mulroy, John, 358107, Pte, k, 17/5/17 Stephenson, Earl, 57209, Pte, * ‘. ag 18/10 
Mitchell, Thomas Lindsay, 5523, Pte , d, 10/8/16 Stevenson, Ernest rene, 357545, Pte , k , 29/6/17 
or William la A/Set,k, 27/6/1 17 Ct 
Harold Fraser 358895, 1 Pte »k, 30/4/17 
ocr Ernest Wilham; 27%}, Pies 21/8/16 
Mottram, Richard, 3 6506, Pte, 8/5/17 Sutton, Wilham, 357387, Pte , i 15/3/17 
Moulton, George Arthur, 357340, “tre, , 8/5/17 Swanick, Martin, 358861, Pte, ia 
Murch, Alfred Edward, 358175, Pte , rine Tattersail, Chris, 6057, Pte, yf 16/ 78/16 
Murdock, Arthur, 356789, L/Cpl , k ; Aes Taylor, Robert Norman, 357013, Bia , 9/8/16 
Murr, Robert George, a aes abe Pte, k , 9/8/16 Tavlor William, 4534, Cpl, 8/1 4" 
Nelson, William, 5343, Pt 8/16 Thomlinson, Thomas, has. a Cals k, 20/6/27 
Nicholson, John Samuel, Rabon. ee k , 9/8/16 Thompson, Bryce, 356502, he 
Nicholson, Louis, 357657, Pte, k, 29/6/17 Thomson, James, 566s, Fie k, te ead 
Norman, Albert, 356864, L/Set , d , 22/3/17 Threlfall, Harry, yen Pte, k, are 118 
Norman, io 3387, Sgt, k , 9/8/1 6 Toman, Wilfred, 238176, L/EpI »k, 2/5/17 
O’Brien, Kennedy, 3395, Cpl Lt avers Travers, Harry, 357722, Pte , 7: Sait) 
O’Kell, Wilham Lee, Ec 3 29/6/17 Tyrer Henry George, 357789, she » 30/4/17 
Oswald, David, 4172, L/Cpl Tyson, Frederick 355602, Sgt, k, ay 17 
Palmer, Tom, 358082, Pte, k, alone. Vance, Eric George, 3927, Pte , "kk 5/6/16 
Parker, Wallan, tome Pte » 6/9/16 Vincent, Frederick 357262, Pte, ‘° 29/6/17 
Parkinson, Herbert, Pek Pte, k, 4/6/17, formerly Wahlers, James, 357970, Pte, yy 25/4/ 17 
500888, Royal Welsh Fusiliers Wainwngh ht, Cyril, 5434, Pte »k, 9/9/16 
Parson, Percy Edward Harold, 5304 Pte, k, 9/8/16 Walker, Henry George, 292, me. d, 13/8/16 
Paterson, David Harrower, 359075, Pte, k , 29/6/19 Walker, William 6442, 5 Ry 19/9/ 16 
Pattison, Henry Edward, 2730, Pte “ k , 9/8/16 Walker, William Percy, et ey ig d , 30/6/17 
Pattison, John, 357221, Pte, k, ee Walter, Kenneth L , 6286, Pte, d, gs 10/16 
Pearson, ‘Thomas Speight, 5273 Bie 9/8/ 16 Watson, James Morris, 5811, ny , 9/8/16 
Peaston, Frederick William, 356680, Pte, » 21/2/17 Westlake, John Charles Victor, Poh Pte, k, 9/8/16 
Peel, Harry Cresswell, 358540, Pte , "d ; aie formerly 1555 Royal Army Medical rps 
Pendergast, Harold, 357730, Pte, k, 12/4/17 White, Thomas 4532 Pte, k, 10/9/16 
Pepper, Robert, 357207, Pte, k , 9/8/16 Whitehead, William Levi 357525, Pte, d, 14/4/17. 
Pilkington, Arthur, 4681, C i, d , 16/9/16 Whittaker, Nicholas 3 5eR To Pte, d, 16/4/17 
Pimlott, Frank, 5151, Pte , piss io Whittam, Joseph Arnold, 358848 Pte, ke , 20/6/17 
Pollexfen, Guy Parclay: 3406, Pre. oat! 1/17 Wilbraham, George Herbert, 4605, Pte »k, 9/8/16 
Ponting, Harold Charles, 5 oe ate , 9/8/16 Wilkinson, Fredenck Charles, 3 a 16, Pre, k, 
Poole, Rowland Martins, 5337, Pte , - 9/8/16 29/6/17 
Poulton, Edward, 358513, Pte, k, 25/4 /17 Wilhams. Jchn Edward, 4968, Pte , k , 9/8/16 
Pownall, Louis Clement, 5876, Pte ; 14/8/16, formerly Williamson, Thwaite, 358243, Pte , k, 23/4/17 
2205, Royal Has Artillery (TF , Wilson, Arthur, 257969, Pte, k, ~/ 1/. 17 
Price, James, 6946, Pte , k , 23/9/16 Wilson, John Cowan Sydney, ae Pte, k , 9/9/16. 
Pritchard, John Wilham, 3889, A/Sgt , d, 14/8/16 Wilson, Joseph, 356229, Pte , 16 
Prosser, Charles Hubert, 356919, Pte , k, 20/1 1/16 Wilson, Norman M , 5097, L/S _ , 9/8/16 
Rae, Robert, 5104, Pte, k, hs Winder, Robert, 357085, Pte, 2/ 6/17 
Ramus, Charles, 4559, Pte’, » 21/9/16 Winterbottom, Robert, 357905, he d, 42/6/17 
Ravenscroft, Wilham Abe ia 410 Pte, d, 1 15/5/ 16 Wiseman, Wilham Henry, 389131, Pte » 30/6/17 
Reid, Edward James, 5230, ne pl,d, ie /16 Wood, John William, 5724, Pt 18726 
Roce fi Roger, 4624, /Cpl,k, 9/8 /16 ° Woodbnidge, Louis, 356593, cpl? E i 9/8/16 
igs Frida Eredenek as 7335, Pte, k, 25/2/17 Woodside, Hugh Reid, 356153, Pte j , 29/6/27 
bingo Hi 67802, ,d, 12/4/17, — 24828, Woodward, George, 54.06, L/Cp Saas ; mary 
Tancaahire Pld oe Horace, 1 350547, Pte ,d, aie! 17 
natraen: Thomas Stephenson, §942, err é 19/1/17 Wright, Norman Gregory, 5204, She. k , 9/8/16 
Roe, Joseph Leonard, 414, Pte , ad h, 4/4/ a6 Yates, Edward 5184, Pte, y 12/8 /1 6 
Rolls, Forbes, 358135, kK, 19 13/17 Young, Edward, 357032, Pee’ , 8/9/16. 


11th BATTALION 


Allen, Thomas, 12336, Pte, k, 4 pe/s/17 Brigden, Herbert, 25863, Pte, d, rite 
Almond, Arthur, 13220, Pee, , 22/11/16 Brough, George, 12970, Sat k a 13/ 1/16 
Anderson Richard, Sire fs de xy 29/3/17 Brown, William, 21208, Cpl m7 » 15/9/16. 

, Wilham, : 20068, Pt . I 5, 6 Bryce, Wilham, 13042, Pe, ; Riiiey 
Bs r» Benjamin, 26361 Pre, ay re hy bg Cassidy, Christopher, 12850, es 10/5/ 17 
» Hugh, 474423, Pre , I /5/17 Copple, Robert, 12283, Pte “ d, 2/6 16 
Barton, Thomas, 20761, Pt heb 21/7/16 Eorecn: Joseph, 899s, Pte, k, 18/8/16 
Bateman, Edward, 14154, Pie ,ah » 28/5/17 Corness, George 12484, Gat, gy Folatyy 
Baxter Clear | He » 38308, €, Pe, , 15/9/16 Crelin, Wilham Henry, 259 a (Set, iY eta ela 
Bell, Harry, 13312, Pte, os 4/1/16 Dawson, Samuel, 12077, L/Cpl ek 12/ 1/ 16 
, Peter, 133902, Pte, k, o/t/ 16 id ial Isaac, 12537, Pre 2 kK, vagy 1/17 
William, 20770, Pe , 15/9/16 Donaldson, John, 11508, Pte , 
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Duffy, Peter 13544, Pte, Kk. » 5/4/39 
Edwards, Wilham, 12206 » Pre, cae Ty 
erp Isaac 12714, Pte, : 
Herbert, 12231, ald 26/8 Ce ide. MM 
Field * Michel 31893 Pre. i. 18/9/16 
, Jules, oe, 25139, Pee = 29/8/16 


Harold, 12 13, Pte, iif a 
gli Joseph, 25121, ia 18/8/16 
ham, 120 3, Cpl - cis /16 
Ts John Wilham, 8279, Pte, k, + 28/5 ute 
kayne, R ecieag 12 7, Sgt, k. k., rie 
Hayes, cae Hey 12657, Pte, d, ye /16 
sere: Chi , 12224, Sgt, k , 15/9/16 
Hill, James, 13854, Pte, k, 6/5/17 
Hoyes, Bernard, 21204, Pte , se 29/4/17 
Huggins, Charles, 12855, Sgt , Pl gay 
Irons, Geor Wilham, 13073, ee 


, 29/1/17 
Jackson, Wilham, 14426, Pte, oe Pa ae 
pa i hson, Arnold, "38 Mend F Aysha 
on, John, 1355 8/4/17 
Aties: ulham, 12452, Cpl, , 18/8/16 


nae Cornelius, 2 624, at 
7049, Devonshire Regiment 
a eh Joseph, 13568, Cpl, k , 17/6/16 
ut Henry, 12233, Sgt, d, 6/4/17 
esi Fredenck John, 21213, Pte , d , 20/8/16 
Malone, James, 29525, Pte, d, 9/s/1 17 
Wilham, 12346, 


e, dh, 1/4/17, formerly 


arrears Francis A/Sgt, k, 
McBride, Nicholas, 12074, Bie c 28/3/17 
McDermott, Simon, 25891, Pt » 3/10/16 


McGarry, Francis, 12245, Pte. k ,K, ee 
McGowan, Thomas, 37199, he , k, 8/12/16 
McHenry, John, 12197, Pte, k, 29/8/16 


McKay, James a Donaldecn, 37 5 7553) Pee » Fee..d ae mny 
M 796, tia ee iar /o/ 
oO am, : 
Mullenger, Fred, za16, Fre  d 1 26/7/16 %6 : 
Pr Uisity 


Murd , Edward, 27 

Murray, Alfred, 12700, eng 

Murray, Hugh, 27996, ne qd, ie 

Murray, amen, 12483 

Murray, John, eek »K, wai 

Naylor, erbere. 8869, Pte, k, 18/8/16 

Neary, Robert, 10567, Pte St ‘a h as/9/} 16. 

Newsham, James, 14293, Pt dh, pa /16 

Ormesher, Edward, 12169, Pre 5 Np tr 

Owens, Daniel, 12078, Pte, k, fe Msi 

Pierce, Walter Harold, 12242, e 7 

Renshaw, Samuel, 19300, Pte, 21/3/16 

Reynolds, James, 11738, Pte , 'd é PE et 

Riley, Patrick, 13297, Pte, S » 20/3/16 

Rowson Peter, 21287, Pte, 28/6/16, 

Sims, William Henry, ee ee d , 7/4/17 

Stott, Charles, 12991, oe) i 13 13/1 17 

Stott, Walter, 25964, Pt 15/9/16 

Thornton, James, 13812, ey /Cpl , d, 1/5/16 

Tomley, Samuel, 36558, Pie. d; 1765/17 

Tngg, Willam, 30504, Cc Ply k , 18/8/16 

Traynor, Frank, 13682, Pte ,k , 18/8/16 

Traynor, John Patrick, 12498, Pre, k, ab URIS 

Webb, James Allen, 26271, Pte, k, "18/8/16 

White, Albert, 13093, A/Sgt d, ae Ve 17 

White, Bernard, el L/Cpl , /8/16 

Wignall, Joseph, 8402, Pte, d, gyi formerly 23205, 
Manchester Regiment 

Williams, Arthur, 23251, Pte, k, 15/9/16 

Wilson, Robert, 13158, Sgt, d reat 


12th BATTALION 


Adamson, Robert, 32337, Pte, d, 10/9/16 
Ainscough, Thomas, » 23 29, one k , 15/3/17 
A on, Ernest , 27814, hes a ce 'o/t0/16 
Atkinson, William Geonne. I aa 2 3 13 /7/16 
Bamber, Thomas, 23228, Pte 3/ 10/ a6 » MM 
Banks, John, 41727, Pred, f0/3/r7 
Benen Matthew, is v7 Pte, k, 1/5/17 
Bardy, Samuel, 23504, /Cpl, k, 3/3/16 
Barker, Ernest, 19151, Pte , d, 9/12/16 
Barlow, Arthur James, 23468, Pte, k, 16/9/16 
Bell, David, 18760, Pte , k , 4/9/1 6 
Bellam, Richar Henry, 27122, Pre , ig 19/3/17 
Bennion, Thomas, 19390, CSM, k., 7/10/16 
Beresford, Harry, “B1r8; L/Cpi, k ot 
Bettham, ‘James Lewis, 26702, Pte , - 24/6/17 
Bevan, Frank Clarke, 36127, Pte, Pe 71/19 
Bevan, George Ewart, 33174, L/ Cpl. . 18/16 
Biggs, Frederick George, 13233, 50 oe 28/ {7/16 
Birch, Alfred, 36938, Pte , k , 9/9/16 
Blanchard, Wiiham, hives L/Cpl, k , 23/8/16 
Bolton, Fred 18125, Pte , “ 1/9/1 16 
Boothby, Fred, 26382, Pte , 5/4/36 
Bowling, Arthur, 18152, un Cpi , , 3/10/16 
Bradley, Ernest, 38914, Pte , x 4 res 
Bradshaw, {oR 20867, Pte, k., 15/3/17 
Bradshaw, John, 20102, . 3/9/16 
Bradshaw, Matthew, 14525, Pre, Se 9/3/16 
Brennan, Patnck, 37046, Pte, d, 35/9/16 
Bretherton, S dney, 14836, ii a 7/10/16 
Bretherton, mas, 19326, Pte, k, 3/9/16 
Bridge, Isaac, 5 Fisonde 7” daily 
Bromilow, Alfred, 32351, Bre 3/9/16 
Bromilow, Edward, 19408, Pte, k, 17/6/16 
Brough, Herbert, 267 7; Pre , k, at 
Brown, He oy Bernard, 14719 Had ee 
Brunton, Walter, 41160, Pte , k, Dah ormerly 137115 
Royal Field ‘Arullery | 
Burke, George, 18558, 7 29 fiea 
Burnett, onathan, 18719, heey 
Burrell, bei Worsley, 29174, th es 4743 
Byres, Mi oseph, 18039, S k oie 
as, 2092 ; 3/9/16 
Cam, "facet. Heavy, 3 39442, Pte ' Pee 10/ ye 
Cain, John 14890, Pte, k 10/16 
Caine, Joseph, 13891, Be ? Sh ea 
Callaghan, Archie oseph, 35684, 
arey Ae Alexander, 48637, Pte 
chester Re ment 
Carr, James, 18105, ,a, + Holt 
Carritt, John Wilson, 2 29829, < ‘a 25 (3/6. 
Cash, Wilham, 25186, , k, 4/9/t 


k., 23/8 
af 10/ 16, Jbl g086, 


Cass, Thomas, 14324, Pte, k., 17/6/16 
Cassidy, John, 18350, Pte, d, 23/9/16 
tterall, James, 19322, el kk, 16/9/16 
Cheevers, Matthew, 14211, Pte, d, 27/3/19 
Cheshire, Wilham regi noha, 4299, ee, ,d h 27/7/16 


Clarey, James, 14392, P , 4/10/16 
Clayton, Thomas ates. ee 4, Pte, d, A/stt7 
Clements, Thomas, 38875, Mee 5/ 10/16 


Cleverley, Arthur, 24591, Pte , 4/8/ 16 
Cochrane, Wilham oseph, eeae. Cpl, k, 7/10/16, 
formerly 3358, page read Regiment 
Cohen epi dleelie 8599, Pte, k, 7/10/16, formerly 3786, 
anchester Regiment 
Conley, John Joseph, abort habe ei 6/9/16 
Connor, James, Ca 16 
Conway, Michael 641, “Bee? ae 5/17, formerly 5473, 
Manchester einen 
Cotton, John William, 20148, Pte, d, 24/8/16 
Cowap, ald, 14685, Pte, ‘a ; 16/9/16 
Cranshaw, William Henry, 19332, Pte, d, 7/3/16 
Crawford, Robert, 23785, Pte , ke 17/6/16 
Crawford, Thomas, 12989, Pte » 30/9/16 
Cretney, Sydney Callister, 35877, ee k , 20/2/19 
Croughan, Robert, 48642, Pte , , 7/10/16, formerly 5369, 
nchester Regiment 
Culehaw. Edward, 19350, Pte, k, a/ol 16 
Daley, James, 20191, Pte, d, 27 8/16 
Davidson, Harold 7 36 ee age , 7/10/16 
Davidson, John, 14185, s/ioht 
Davies, Robert Henry, 882, i , : 16/9/16 
Davitt, Martin, 18427, Ete 5 er 
Dee, Rueben, zoo, Pte e 8/16 
Dempsey, Hugh, 39407, be’ a! 10/16 
Devaney, Thomas, 10905, Pte , 10/3/16 
Dewsbury, Alfred Ai, 41697, be ae ee 77 
Dodge, harles William, Pee eye) 7/10/16 


Draper, Jo » 35565, 
Dniscol {hm 33 ls, 487 ie ee 76 vas/a/t7 
Da We Viam, 48851, Pte a/ 3/ 17 

Dice "William George, 48 879, Pte ; :. 18/12/16 

Eaton, Tom, 48587, Pte, k, 7/10/16, formerly 4829, 
Manchester Regiment 

Eccleston, Thomas, 20201, Pte , k 29/2/16 

Eckiin, Charles John 18672, Pte , 23/9/ 16 

Edwards, Frederick Henry, ee , 16/7/16, 

Ethott, James rs 33° $3, gat Kk Brrb/e6 


ree ‘Richard, on 36427, he ey 10/ 6 
re : 10 
Bene anes fhe , 48 B6or, ies k., 20/2/17, formerly 
4978, teeta: Re 
Evenson, Charles, 14906, k., 4/9/16 
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Everson, Henry, 48644, . k, 7/10/16, formerly 4454, 
Manchester enn 

F wry Har aoser, Pte ice 10/16 

Pte., -» 7/10/16, formerly 5098, 


late: “5 7/10/16 
alter, te my? 7]/10/16, formerly 3599, 


Fay, ales sania — 8/16 
so ohn hn Stephen, isbi L/S /Sgt, rs A da 


Fidist, 14774, L ; 19 /12/16 
Figari, C: bale es Ice Philip. 14716, er Col, eee 
Thome 43699, | Pte, on 

Balfour , 1463 fo i, h, 19/9/16 
Freeman asa: » 29557, Pte, 16 
Gaskell, ‘Samuel, ik, ey Ay 16, formerly 4505, 

Manchester eed 

Gavin, James, 25408, Pte, k, wie 
Gibbon, Richar Collins, 14749, /Col , k., 4/9/16 
Gillett, ‘Henry, 18134, Pte ,k, 16/9/16 
Glennan, Patrick, 23328, Pte, oO 17 
Goodliffe, aRe bloga 8; ps ; : : ” 29/2/16. 


Goodman, John "Pest Fes ) BUS 
Gorry, Joseph, ag 9, 6/9/ 16, 
Graham, Walter Ernest, 1 » a8 /4/ 16 


Boe Se ‘Set, d 
Grantham, Joseph, 30247, 
Green, Harold San erson, 25416, Epil? a Pai 16 
Green, John, 29529, Pte, k, 3/9/16 
Greenup, David, 48597, Pte, k, 7/10/16, formerly sort, 
Manchester "Regiment 
Grimshaw, Thomas, 20239, re k , 7/10/16 
Gronnow, Arthur, 4 ass: ie : kk} 20/2/17, formerly 
s9% Manchester cmon’ 
Haddy, Alfred, 32349, Pte, k, 23/8/16 
Hall, U, George Harry, 20255, Pie k , 3/9/16 
Halsall, Henry Edward, 13 82, Pte, k, 16/9/16 
Halton, Thomas Lee, 1 , 15/3/17 
Hamill, James 14563, a 31/8/17 
Hampson, W Wilham 36520, Pte » 7/10/16 
Hampton Samuel, 277 6, ae i "9/10/16 
Hannah, Jol » 41901, "22/1/17 
Hannan, Walia a0713 eke 10/3/16 
i be » 5/9/16 
1790 mi Ate sevice O24 
799, Reval 14891, Pte, {9 /16 
Heute James Niveson, eos ae ao/ 0/46 
Harrington, Charles Edward, 12293, “Bre » 3/3/16 
Harris, i Henry, 8892, Pte, d, tape 
Harrison , 24166, 29/2/1 1 
Hawtn ag ire acs0 . Pte d s/o) 
Hayes, Wilham 41 196, , 25/1/17, formerly 
137135, Royal eid Artllere’ 
Heap, Christopher, 23156, rage = a 10/16 
Heaton, Albert James, 14568, Pt fie /16 
Heyes, Richard, 32715, Pte, k, a lof I 
Heywood, Robert, 18607, Pte, k, 79 
meet George, 48651, aloe : 
5639, Manchester gir ge 
puuleon, Teseph 21034, Pt rk, aarre 
rdon, 2080 , Pte, 
Hoban, Toho, ; 061, Pre, k vahghs I 
737, Fre k, 1/5 17 
Hens "Jose, 36767, pre’ k , 7/10/16 
Hodgson, ulliam, 26980, 1 Pte , k , 6/8/16 
Hollsam, George Thomas, chit L/Cpl, k, 9/3/16 
Hooley, Fred, aoate: L/Cpl , » 3/97 16 
Hudson, Robert, 20261, Pte, % » 29 a re. 
Hurley, Martin, 14532, L/Cpl, k, 8/ 
Hutchinson, Sidney Geo Fe, 34054, Lica k , 7/10/16 
an, George, 12256, 6, L/Cpl ; 
‘eckson Arthur, 21 168, Pte, in shee. 
fames, Norman, 32767, Pte, d, pie’ 16/ 
‘enkinson, Thomas, 14794, Pte 
lennings, "Alfred, 19392, L/C pl. 
lennings, Samuel, 25352, Pte, k, AE 
fohnston, Thomas, 37317, Pte, k, elan® 
lohnstone, Frederick, 39438, Pte, d, 16/10/16 
lones, David, 14951, Sgt, hay asia, vc 
lones, David, 21333, Pte, COE 
ones, George Ernest, “iB36 te, k, 15/3/17 
ones, Henry, 12949, Pte , k , 29/3/ af 
ones, William, 48842, ak a/3/t7 
ordon, vacate 20047, L/Cpl a/9/, 16 
i Charles, hn Henry, 14703, Pre, 5 23/3/16 
Keel rles, 14322, L/Cpl, k, 1 6/9/16 
Kelly, A ur, 24018, Pte, k, eye 
pelly, baa 114779, Pre, k, 3/9) 16 
Rely. Joree h, 20430, Pte, k, 3(9/36 


, Pte, k 
Kennedy, Racker chard, 29424 ay ck, 14580, Pte ee eiie 


0/16 
» 7/3/17, formerly 


, 23/8/16 


Kenyon, Richard, 20418, L/Cpl , k., i - 6. 
Kingan, Arthur 18186, L/Cpl, k i; : 


x, 4 

Kirby, George Clarence, 52 ; i 6/8/16 

Pally. Fred a 877, EN ae 349, Fe ad 
Lancaster, Thomas, 18 8, es 


k, "0/7, 16 
Latham, Wilham, ee Pte, cE 16/3/16 


Lawson, Thomas, 14601, Pte ,d, ae 
Lawson, Willam’A , 36193, Pte 4/8/16 
ree John Robert, 26327, Pre, k, 6/4/16 
ck, Herbert, 1487 "Bie d L/Cpl, k, 16/9/ 16 
Lee,"Al bert, 19374, , ay /16 
drew, 18193, Pte , k, 9/3/16 
Lewis, ‘Thomas, 35239, Fre , k , 4/8/16 
Liptrot, Alfred, 14377, Pte, i, ror Te 
Lioyd, John H » 34401, Pte’ »k, 17/8/1 
rth, John, 48589, Pte, k, yh formerly 4768, 
pecaa te Regiment 
Maguire, Henry, 20377, Pte, k, 1 
Margison, Robert Henry, 14738, byte k., 16/9/16 
James, 25814, Pte , 
Marsha tec George, 74, Be Piet 
Martin, Ralph, 20374, Pte = ay g/t 
Matthes, Benjamin, 203 e, pals 3/16 
Ha , Edward, sigos Pied .18/t0/) ri 
cCarty, Eugene, 42494, Pte , alr, 
McClellan, Joseph, 20363, Pre’, . ait 
McCourt, "James Patrick, 18626, L ee 32 
McDonald Hector, 48591, Pte, k : 4/ /10/ I 
Regiment 
McDonald, Wuiham, 2 sg k , 9/10/16 
McGill, William, 20382, Prd, k, 9/ /u}x6 
McHale, Robert, 27587, Bee k j 
McM ale 
6 


: Thomas, 15502, Pt “s 

McNally, Thomas, org Pre 4 

McNulty, Henry, 12858, Pt ; ns ret ie 

Ly rota om Joseph, 29544, Pte | ¢ af Ba 

Millett, Geo rge Henry, 26: 26976 ue /4/16 

Milhngton, Reginald, 14686, bees »k , 11/4/17 

Millis, Wilham, 56036, Pte, k, aafa/ ibs formerly 33199, 
ane beset 355. LIC 1, ke, 23/8/16 

Minion, orge, 20355, if 23 1 

Moon, Alfred Edwasl' 18 18. L/S (Sa. d, 10/9/16 

Moore, Alexander, 12683, a pay : ia! /16 

Moore, Arthur, 41801, Pte PY 

Moore, John, 14652, L/C EL des 7 

Moore, William F Sae te ‘ ky , 4/9/16 

Ht pti cn 48506, He d , 4/6/17 


Morley, Cyril, rereear ¢ Co, k' 
Mone Peter, 20357, Pte k, 9/10/1 
Mordock, Edward, 27049, Pte fi ’; 
Nash, Henry, 35197, 

Newton, Robert James, 136 57, Pte. gi aeitt 

Nolan, Joseph, 18810, Pte , " 6/9 

Opie, William H, 32886, Pte, I Ui8/16. 

Osbaldeston, Robert, 20720, Pte , oe sftopre 

rede Charles, ahaa pl,k, 5 , 16 
oo ae 38790, bre B27 3/17 

Owens og Erso4, Fe : tof 16 

Pace, rel 8820, Pte. hy 4/7/16 

Parker Ae: Sigh A Set, k, hie. 

Paul, Evan, 18289, Pte, d, 2s/ 5 

Pedder, Wilham, 27337, Pte, k, a 

Pinkerton, Walter , 20331, iets 

Platt, James, 48606, Pte , kJ ee formerly 506s, 

anchester Regiment 

Pratt, Frederick Henry, 42365, Pte, d, 13/2 

Pridding, Henry, 48577, Pte, k, af 10/16, Cas 5010, 

Manchester Hagin 
Pnitchard, Joseph, gara6, Fe me 8/2/87 
Probert, Robert, 18142, L/Gy /9/16 
Prosser, John Wilham iors bee a 7/10/16 

h, Joseph, ae g L/ l1,d, 2 28/2/37 
Seale baa John Richard, ane oa , 27/2/16 
Reynolds, James, 38772, Pre , joie 
Rhodes, William, 19930, Pte , oe 2 3/17 
Ridings, Clifton, 39321, Pte , i > 24/8/16 


. 46 9/16 


/16 
formerly 


Rigby, “Harold, 18733, Pte, k, 3/9/16 
Rimmer, Aras 8, S807 be oes ro pae/ 3/17 
Roberts, ard, 14968, Pre ,k, 1/9/16 
Roberts, Francis Richard, rans, Pee, k x ioe 17 
Roberts, Griffiths John, og, a 28 
Roberts, oe 13399 
Rogers, Thomas, 182 £20/4/26 
Rotherham, Joseph, 429 9s Fe. k, /3/17 
Rote Patrick, 56066, ‘ 15/3 s/h 
 atedgg James, 23413, Pt 17 
Ryan, James, 11649, Pte 4 10) 16 


eet Charles, 13750, d; 16 
Sahsbury James, 13634, Yep. k., 9/3/16 
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Sandiford, Cecil, s6133, Pte, Pte, ed Bagh 


Sandiford , 14 936, Bt 24/6 sls 

Selsby ohn gents 

Sheetb Leslie aozta, Pe a iva 

asby, Leshe pons 3994 » 3/9 

Skelhorn, Thomas, y . = ; 16 

Skelland, mas, 18 4 oi {10/16 

Skel Frank, rohan e RE 
19/12/16 


Slater, ak 1 48829, iyes Col , k. 
7 152, , 19/1/17, formerly 23436 
Ay pieh ire ieee 
m4 Thomas, 41230, Pte, k, 5/10/16, formerly 
137116, Royal Fiel sae ery 

’ Edward, 12231, Pte, d, 9/4/16 
Smith, Charles 14805 5 bg ik hy 9 Bi 

» Samuel, 23380 ‘ 
South, Wilham, 2 era Aor "29/9/16 
Smith, William Howe 14806 , L/Sgt ,d » 16/3/17 
Southern, Joseph, 14666, Pre, ks 9/4 16 
Sowerby Thomas Reid, 26689, re K , 15/10/16 
Stanley, Richard Joseph, an ie > 3/9/16 
Stanway, Samuel, 23498 , ae ath 


Staunton, John, saee Bre Ae 16 
phens, George, 2673 
Stoops Thomas, 13464, Pre , d. 


Stringfellow John, 18153, ae rE: 7/9) 
art, Will: 1840 Lich ns 


aucune "Thomas Wal alter, 48 
warn, Walham Carlyle, sroass Pte, 
Tone James, 14416, Pt ,17 

as, ee 42775, “tre | I /6/ 17 
Toft, Wilham, 20512, pl k., 28) 13/17 
Tomley, David, 13477, 6/9/16 
Tonks, ‘Thomas, 13759, Pte , ee aie 


r, Al 


Townsend, Ernest, 20453, Pte., k, 4 Ay 16, 
Turner, Edward, 19071, .d,2 0/5/59- 
Turner, Thomas Hham, ost, Pre . 7/10/16. 
hg han, Edward, 14497, Pte Pref 
e, Martin, 38322 ey I 
Venn Norman, apr Fy Bek k., aia 16 
Walker, Henry, gates, CSM : - 10/16, formerly 19367, 
Grenadier G 
Wallbank, Leonard, 18330, Pte fale 
Walmsle Thomas, 48917, rey ae . 28 
Walton, Harold, 13647, be 
Walton, James Arthur, 148 38 ; LAG 1, nd 3/3/16. 
Ward, Wilham, 20466, Pte , : 28/8 16. 
Waring, Charles, 22282, Pte, a 30 iD 16. 
Wayne, Charles, 20457, Pte , Le /16 
Weeks, Ernest Charles, 554, Pie A{8/ 16. 
Welch, Walter, 20504, t “4 ofoy te 
Welsh, William, 21227, Pte AG /16 


23/9/ 


Whaites, William, 2045 oe 16 
Whalley, James, 193 ae i k , 4/9/16 
Wharton, lam, 1 738 ee 3/10/16 
White, Andrew, 11091, k., ae ee 


Wild, Edgar, 20459, big ‘ 43/8 
Wilhams, George, 1 tea 
Williams, john, , 18816 i a 
Williams, Thomas, 16, ee Bee 
Wuhams, Wilham A, 23 ae 
Woods, Harry, 14458, Cpl, k, (Cp 
Woolley, John, 19268, aes E: 30/7 wie 


Wright, John 34 aB6a7, Bee bo, Pe ; 4. 28/31 ‘ 
e, 1 


Wrigley, Sam 144) 
Yeo, Edward, hige Prey . y Pee 

York, Frederick Al 6093, k., 30/11/16, formerly 
21122, Army Cyclist Co 


13th BATTALION 


Abraham, Henry, 36031, Pte , k., 9/4/17 
Adams, Albert, 22302, Pre , k ; 3/8/17 
Adams, Albert, 22002, Pte ke 3/5/17 

$, 29370, Pte , k, 8/8/16 
aides, Edward wndes, nue L Ce k , 14/7/16. 
Aldridge, Samuel, 20519, Pte, k, 14/7/16 
Alty, Peter, 52341, Pte, k, 9/4/1 
Andrew, Wilham Ed . 20620, »k, 14/7/16 

» 14/7/16 


Ankers, William James, 14334, Pte , 
Ardis, Alexander, 30009, Pte , k a 14/ ihe 
Atkins, Thomas, 19690, Pte , k., aee 
Atkinson, James, 51791, Pte ,d , 22/4/17 
Atkinson, Richard, 25029, Pte , k. 23/7/16 
Atkinson 8, 19740, Pte m k., 9/4/17 


» Thoma 
haw, Robert, os ‘ee » 14/7/16 
John, 115 i 14/ NY /16 
Ball, rge, 52437 /10/16, 


Ball, James, 41856, aa . "9/4/17 
Ball, Wee 19383, Pte , k 3/5/17 
Bancroft, Thomas Wright, 35127, Pe , » 13/6/17 
Banks, Enoch Charles, cae, Pre , k., bis 
Barlow, James, 19714, L/Cpl, k , 9/4/17 
Barnes, John Alfred, 19627, Pte, k , 16/8/16 
Barnes, William Walker ihe ae Set. one 16/8/16 
Barratt, oseph, 32458, Pte , 14/7/16 
ugh, 25013, Pte , Bie ies 
mas, 48432, Pte i {4/17 
Bates, David, 20104, k., 23/7/16 
Beaumont, Frederick, 1 739, L/Cpl, k , 13/4/17 
, James, poet , d, 20/7/16 
no rederick, I 33, Pes ke, gee 16 
Bennett, ee 4ke 666, , 3/5/17, formerly 46038, 
Notation hice and | Derbyshire Regiment 


» John, 34403, Pte, k , 9/4/17 
Bentham, Robert George td 77; bd) aye 3/5/27 
Berry, Herbert, 19512, rt 3 ta/; 
Beswick, Joseph » 289 , k, Tag ib formerly 


8458, Lancashire pea 
Bickerstatf, George, 4311, Pee k, Q/5/r7 
Bull, Bull, Emnest §2373, oe k, 8/16 
William, 34028, Pte , ae 23/3/16 
Binns, Harry, §2372, Pre , k| ; o/11 16 
rchall, Frank, 24640, L/Cpl, k , 3/5/17 
Birrill, Wilham, 14045, Pte , k 21/5 /16 
Birtwell, William, 40580, Pte, k ; ares: formerly 23444, 
Royal Lancaster Regiment 
Blakely, James, 26496, Pte Be 'e ate 16 


Blakeman, Joseph, 11102, ‘he 5/16 
Blundell, Joseph, 52390, Pte , k., 15/11/16 
Blundell, et Joseob, 12433, Pte., k, 3/5/17, MM. 


Biythe, Stephen Edward, 19498, rai & /5/19 
Bolger, Thomas, 52827, Pte , , 12/ ne 
Bolton, Arthur, 266830, re ‘! - 16/8/ 
Bonner, Arthur Herbert, 48675, Pe 
25932, North Staffordshire Re 
Bradley, Frank, 21310, pet k j 14/9 rag 
Beedle) William, 21368, Pte bs k , 27/3/16 
Bradshaw, James, titel, ee Led /16 


He 
, r8/ 10/16, formerly 
ten 


Bray, Ernest, 23761, L , 14/7/ /16 
Breckenndge, Henry, 58 695, “Bed , 11/5/17, formerly 
21109, Cheshire Regime 
d, Harold Launcelot, 46633. Pte , , 9/32/16 
Brisland, Hugh, 23554, Pte , Phe 10 se a 
Britian, Frederick, sirlrigy » 13/6/17, formerly 
o1s, Essex Regiment 
Broad nt, Ernest Axon, 37388, Pte , 15/10/16. 
v, Gordon, 21308, re : d . Fy fhe 
Broniley: William, 3 fe be 14/7 
Brophy, james, , k, ashe, formerly 22110, 
Cheshire Regiment 
Brown, William james big E16 é 16/8/16 
Bruce, Robert, 24049, P' 
Bryans, William, “885, Set, ere 
Bucknall, John, ” 48674, Pre, k, ele formerly 51690, 
Nottinghamshire and “ie Me re Regiment 
Bulcock, Fred, 23382, Pte , Mae hey 
el Alexan er, 42643, Pre , 14/4/17 
Burns, John, 18942, CSM, ¥ nbhiyts 
Burns, Peter, 47042, Pre, k, ay 
Burrows, James, 19582, Pte, pe 36/ /16,M 
Burtmore, Blenheim Edward, 20695 Pre , -} “aplTH6 MM 
Byrne, Christopher, 19613, Pte , d 12, /7/X 
Callow, Fredenck, 267202, Ets k » 16/8/16 
Canavan, John 18000, Pte, 3/6/ 17 
Cannell, John lisary.: S077. Bie k, We 7/16 
Carberry, Henry, 5176, , 3/5/17, formerly 4965, 
Manchester Regiment” 
Carr, Edward, 20586, Pte, d., 29 9/3/16 
Carrier, Archibald Joseph, 332 9; F am 17/8/16 
Carroll, Patrick, 14197, Pte 25/8 
Carter, Wilham’ Newstead, 13513, 1, 6 23/7/16. 
Carter, William, 19539, Sgr : : : pl ne 
Catterall, James, 23430, Pte , 


Chadderton . Be aro 
Chadwick ; Harry, 48 3 , Pe, ia a jg le 27717; 
East perk tes 


Cheevers, cage Ba 1 raa, Set a KE 
Che 48682, k., 3/5/17, formerly 


51697, Notts ceaand Deby Regiment. 
, Richard, 37679, Pte., d., 2/6/17. 
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Clandon, Edward, L/Cpl., k., 6. 
Clarence, saahare re pe E- aiaine t soamehy 5506, 


0179, Pre agi ds, 


cocph ' 67 shh Foe nee 
Sosy ae e, ve a/7/16, formerly 


= fu fe 


CORKICY, VV LILIAIII, YUH, ELGe, m lias 


Cockayne rge Henry, 6307 630 16/8/16. 
sash “L/Cpl 
Cole, Jaa, 26335, L/Cpl 


’ 20/3 
Connor, Robert, 5: 51759, Pte» 5/17, formerly 4859, 


Man 
Conway, ences He vend: ‘Peeks » Cpl ,k, 4/6/16 
Conway, ‘Thomas, 19715, Pte 14/7/16 
Corless, ‘Thomas, 40638. Pte , d., 13/5/13 16 

» 8/5/17 


Cox, Peter, 1 212, Pte, d, 14/5 
Cox, Edv 42 685 


is}16 
ra We formerly 47356 


Notts Berby en 
Cribb, Joseph Henry, 14937, ey k, 2 tals 
vompion, ‘Thomas Frankland, 333s, Fe 3; 3/716 
Thomas Henry), 260368, Exe /16 


Cross 
Crowley Daniel, 48206, Pte , 3/3/ ag 


Culley, James Robert, 197 7, ey A iy a 
Culshaw, coca, 265707, Ete * » 17/8 
ra Bae 2k pee ry | 6 
uchard 11 e Sah i, 26 
Darvel, Samuel, 19518, Pee a ae 


Darcy, "James, 1432 ‘ ee /7/16 
Davslada Hint s2a6) Pe met pra ie 
Davies, Pheer a sie, Pte , d 
Davies, Char. g5858s , VF 17 
et ree, Johny 14406, Cpl, k, + A ak 
476, te ae /16 
soni Oswald, 30178 at: 9/4 4/17 
Davies, Thomas, 142 6, L eros 8/5/16 
Davies, William, 201 Pee . k’ , 14/7/16 
wher, William, orks, Sec k , 7/5/16 
Dawson, AU paitag 8585, k » 3/5/17 
George, 37896, Pte +t 3/5/17 
Dean Cornelius, 48960, Pte , 9/4/17, formerly 27488, 
st Lancashire Regiment 
Deane, John, 58693, Pte, i, 9/4/17, formerly 30438, 
Cheshire Regiment 
Dickinson, Robert, 24062, Pte , k 2 gn 7/16 
Dicks, Samuel Arthur, 10517,,Pt gt 17/8/16 
has Joseph, Detee Bere ,d, i a 11/16, formerly 49964, 


—- 
Dobson, terest raged Pe mas i? 3/5/17 
Doherty, J Joseph, ph, 21365, Pte ,k 2 27/7/16 


Tonaids » 24177, Pte, k., 16/8/16 
ee aocas Brey meee 1 17 

peo gow 58626, 3/5 

Dorman, Witham Henry, seb, , 16/8/16 


Dougall, Wuham, 54247, Pte, 4b 

Douglas, Wilham Proctor, po Uh el a 14/7/16 

Dowds, ‘Edward, 24066, Pte , dh , 24/11/ 

Drury, Edward Cyril, 3 52, | ie 4 h, 13/10/16 

Duckers, Thomas, 30678, gy f4inT 

Duckworth, Herbert, 6530, ss : 8/16 

Duffy, Michael, 18898, Pte , d , eh F 

Duggan, Wilham Henry, Taase. Pte ,d, 4/9/16 

Duncalf, William, 26153, Pte ‘ k, e/a 

Dyson, ‘Thomas, 58597, Pte , 13/6/17 

» Tom Harry, 21763, he. k, 33/5/19 

Eston, Abraham, 58598, Pte , k , 20/3/17 
lah lee Arthur, 27253, Pre k, pl 


pane, Jobn , John, hin; soo, shag hy d ; as ghlie. 


Evans, J Noseoh, ee be pid 14/12/16 
Faulkes, Albert Arthur, 8703, Pte dh, 12/9/ 16, formerly 
4 038, Nottinghamshire and Derbyshire egiment 
Fazackerley, Richard, 46711, Pte, k , 3/5/17 
enn, Harry, 70715, Pte, d, 31/3/17 
Fenny, James, 1935, Pte, d, 19/9/x6 
Fenney, Wilham, 20855, Pte dead 14/7/16 
es George William, 58 oat, Pte ,k , 9/4/17, formerly 
30 Cheshire Re 
fe, Charles 24726, L/See k., 16/8/16 
es le , Felix, 19836, Pte 34/7/18 
’ Thomas, 2 5. Leal 14/7 
Flatters, Harry, 48708, F 15/11 ee 49965, 
Nottinghams Derbyshire egiment 
Il 


Fletcher, ohn Gorman, 19607, Pte /4/%7. 
cher, {ohn G iullam Robert, 32801, Pre aot 11/ 116 
coal John, 6308, Pre ,d, 


19 
ae 1185 Fee dh., df ya formerly 137092, 


Royal 
ee stanley William, 06, re et 17, formerly 
We cag ottinghamshi ian an le Reinieae. 


Sak oi 51762, Pte, k, meri roRe. 17, formerly 4997 
lester Regiment _ 
sale 
Fyles, Wilham, 37019, +k, 3/8/17 
Gaham, Percy, 10518 br Pte * k, ahi {4 
Gale, Thomas, 35661, Pte, . Ee 


Galley, Joseph, 70814, Pte , ‘ aolasin 
Gariy, Jo Joseph, 19028, Sei ; Bie 39/ 
urness Stanley, 5248 
Gib bson, George, aise , 
5, Pte, k ote o 


bet pert Percy, 1 7 Ks ; 
Y> 8; pepedy a 15/5/19 
Glover, Frank, 19569, Pte ,k, x8 / he 

Glover, Thomas, 52326, L/Cpl , k 
Goodwin, Robes: 4 ity Tes ky ners /16 
y¥, James, 34 05; Ete 
Green, Ed 


n, Edward, 25426, Pte, a ia 16 
Green, James, 233 Fte : k ; 14/7 I 
Gregson, Reginald mas, 630 » 24/8/16 
Greirson, James Patrick, _ 25440, Tee k » a7) 16 


NJLAILLLILS, VV LILI, £0444, OBL £ By V/4/ 24 
win, Robert, 19996, Pte , , 6/3/% 6 
Halewood, Richard, 14545, Pies AOA 
Faiids: Albert Edward, 1 452, Pte k., 12/7/16 
, Thomas, 48975, te, k, 9/4/1 17, formerly 27842, 
East Lancshire Regiment 
Halloron, William John Denis, 485 3, Pte , k , 25/4/17 
Halsall, Paul, 12595, Pte, k, tal7pt 
He pee — 2, Pre sd aH 18/16 
annen, Bertie, 36429, Pte ; k., 9/5/17 
, Thomas, 51553, Pte be 
Hardman, George Albert, 14106 2 
Hargreaves, Leonard, 13936, Pte , 
Harper, Peter, 19765, Pte 12, I 
Harper, Robert, 30646, Pte , k, 14/7/16 
s, William Henry, 48718, Pte, k, 3/5/17, formerly 
49703, Nottinghamshire and Derbyshire Regiment 
Harrison, Albert, 48717, Pte, k, 3/5/17F Sorpesly 49515, 
eeayy ce shire and Derbyshire Regiment 
Harrison, Alexander Gorman, 19618, » 27/3/16 
Harrison, ohn, 14104, Pte , d 17/8/1 
Hartley, erbert, 14127, Pte , ke 4/7/16 
Harwood, Frank, 12983, Pte f k ; 17/8/16 
Hawkins, Robert, 6237, Pte, k, 16/8/16 
Haydock, Matthias LE eg 19053, Pte, d, 19/8/16 
Hayes, Robert, 20594, Pte , 14/7/16 
Helsby, Cyril Norman, 6164, Cpl, k , 16/8/16 


» 14/7/16 
16 


Henderson, James se il, 52410 Pre > k, 9/4/17 
Hewson, Robert, 52360, Pte, d +? 4/17 
Hibbert, Charles, 21373, Pte , ; PATEL 


foes Ruchard, 24161, Pte, | 4/7/16 
ns, James Henry, 42562, Pte, ‘~ 3/5/17 
He ngarnes 789, Pte 3 k, 26/8/16 
Higham’ W ulham James, 25635, Pte , k , 9/4/17 
Hull, Albert, 19603, Pte , di, 9/4/16 
Hill, William, 14092, Pte ,k, rei te 
Hills, Walter, 19314, Pte, i , 14 (iy 
Hocking, Bert, 51827, Pte , Re 21/3/ i 
Hodson, Joseph, 48727, Pte , , 15/10/16, formerly 25927, 
North Staffordshire Rémmacat 


Hodson, Joseph Ernest, 30752, hee j eS 5/17 
Hodgson, Richard, 52381, Pte ‘4 

Hogarth, Edward, 30040, Pte , a) 11/16 
Hogg, John Hender, 357. 55> Bie , 16/8/16 


Holcroft, Ernest, 19702, »k,1 ce 16 
Holden, ‘Charles, 5 6o1, Pte, “ 9/4/17 
Holden, William, pts Pte, d, 17/10/16 
Holland, John, 19563, Pte, k, oo ya6 
Holleran, 12218, Pte ml aA 

olt, ur, 51829, Pte 17 
Holt, Ernest Victor, 21088, ee tee 14/7/16 
Holt, John, 24146, Pte, k, r6/' A 
Holt, John Alfred, ‘48970, Pte , , 11/6/17, formerly 31994, 

oyal Flying Corps 

Houghton, Frederick, 23363, Pte , k , 14/7/16 
House, Harold Withers, 13600, Set, ik » 14/7/16 
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Howateon, Wilham Robert 1397 te d., 27/4/16 


Hoyle, Harry, 19632, Pte 

Hudson, Thoma an, pase, Br ph ¢. 29/4/27, DC.M 
Hughes, Charles William, 2212 ', 12/12/16 
Hughes, William, 5021, Pte, . aoe iE 

Hughes, | Wile aE ae Pte sky TS 


mee nS (i es Cholmatiey, 357451, Pree, k, 
Humphreys, Rupert Heaney 36752, Pte , k , 22/8/16 
Hadad Joseph, 24841, Pte a k, 2/5/17 

urst, Richard, 12247, Pte, Paeioy dy 
i tebotly James, op xaibs 18 
Ingham, Joseph A es 62, S » 14/7/16 
Irving, John, 3428 res fs hs 
Ivers, Ernest, book Bey ,d, 16 
jictren: Chart Charles, 27168, be’ rial 

rederick, 51790, L/Cpl’ , 3/5/17, formerly 


4757 ii peetenies Requment 
, soseph, 48734, Pre, k, x57 107 4 16, formetly 25499, 
hamshire and Debate ani cane 
Jackson, Richard Edward, 48731, Pte, 13/6/17, for- 
merly 47573, Nottinghamshire and Derbyshire Regi- 


lenkans, "John, 42957, Pre, a 16/5/1 

enkins, Wilham, 39165, Pte kK, «2 0/8/17 

ohnson, Edward peas — ae “te? /Cpl,k, 15/6/17 
ohnson, Henry, 21379, Pt : of 17/16 

Johnson, Richard, 266713, Bee, , 16/8/16 


fohnston, Charles enry, ti L/Cpl, 10/11/16, 
Vt abe y iho. Manchester egiment 
BEES, Pre, k, 14/7/16 


‘ 19/4/17, formerly 51688, 


ons, et pr Pte 2 
erbysbire Regiment 


Nottinghamshire and 
ones, Charles, 19000, Pte , os 14/7/16 
ones, Edward, 27465, Pte, k, 14/7/16 
lones, Edward, $2420, Pte, i » 18/10/16 
lones, Ellis, 31961, Pte, 
ones: Frederick 
oo jacrbert, a ese ard it 
ones, Joseph, 195 e, k. + 27/3/78 
lomnes, Purslow, 51750, Pte, k, 9/4/17, formerly 4143, 

Manchester amen nt 
lones, Samuel, 13062, FcR ag d { 28/4e 16 
ones, Thomas, 2056s, »19 baa 
fones, Thoma Rikedeean, ibaa Pte 
fones, Wilham, 19214, A ag ; = 14 //16 

y, Thomas, atste, Et 4 pees 
Kayes, ohn 13843, Pte k, ony I 
Kean. mund, 266993, Pte k, 16/8/16 
Keen, Charles, 12186, CSM, pbs 14/7/16 
Kelly, Arthur, 14404, oes ; wees 
Kelly, Charles, 11369, Pte ‘ iets /16 
pate ames, 19661, Pte, k, raraiie 


» 9/4/17 


ames, 144 4433 — aii 
Kelly, Peter, 1435 Frye 14/8/47 
Sarid Wilfred, 5069 ad : Bey ke is i 
y, W 517 Pte , oy 10/1 
Kennedy, Dennis 14609 PED lt _K, 
Kennett, Arthur les, 6377; he ‘ mae 
Kerr, Charlies, 19791 es k i 14/7) r" 
Kiely, John, 19527, ; “, “ele 
y, gonn, piers Cpl 3 17 
Kirk, Henna , 5 P aishy 


Kirton, Charles Bie ase Pre, k, 3/5/17, formerly 
46742, Notunghamshire Sieg Derbyshire giment 
Kurton, Robert, 19700, Pte., k , 27/3/16 
Kate, James, 2671 170, Pte, k ‘ wry Ver 
Knibb, John, 42733, Pre, k , 9/4/17 
Knowles, ower , 518 » Ete } ar/3/t? 
Laidley, $F. F re, 6 Bi! s 
Lambe rt, (pee eae 14/10/16, formerly 
25501, Royal Lancaster Regiment 
Sa Tere vara es 7 ayy 16 
Langton, Terence, 19514, L/Cp _u/rf/t 
ew, Joseph, 13862, Pre, k , 21/5/16 
William, 27836, Pte i k., 14/9/1 
. "James, 20003, Pte, d, 17/5/16 
Lee, r, 11479, Pte, k., 28/3/16 
zh, ames, 786, Pre 
Le A John Alfred, 20623, Pte, k, 14/7/16 
Latherland, Alfred, 14270 ag 
Lloyd, Damel Trevor Pelfeyn, 6 6326, »k, 16/8/16. 
Lowey Fred, 19559, a ie 's 16/8/16 
y, Wilham, 33028 » 21/4/17 
i tosaahi: gy a dpisfats 
Mab Francis Job 31196, P me ey 
com, George A , 51551, Pte ,k , 3/5 
Marnion, James Francis. 48 . 
27336, East paige ale 
Manley, John Wilbam, 58607, Pred. a, -» 12/4/ 179. 


or, 17, formerly 


Markham, Thomas Pre., d., 6/5/1 

Markey, Joseph, azhéo, Pre, d d, = 4 is/ ¢ 

Marsden. Herbert, 51849, Pr SIU ae 
Martin, Geo »2 67157, Pte 

Mariiler, ames, sie gt oe ote {17 

Mi qpry, e Pr, ek 3/8/17, Foruaesty 20882, 


Cheshi: 
Morty, J John, 3277 deh rae 


McCullock, William, 52. is 17/10/16. 
McDonald, John, 5324, , /16, 
McDonough Bernard, ay 9 Kee » 14/7/16, 


McFadden, Thomas, 11268, Pte , me 14/7/16, 
McGahe . "Robert, 28823, Pte , k a 14/7/16 
McGea Alexander, A , k, gate 
McKenna, ames, 13417, Pte ki /16 
McKeown, John, 4848 ‘ah is 
McKaught, Tt mas, a Pie 7 art /16, 


rt, 52358, Pte S/% 
McMahon, Be Bernard, 71000, Ra y 29/3/17 
McMullen, John, 14516, Pte i’, t 3/ sd 
McNiece, Joseph James, 4 zorB/x8 
McNeil, Austin, 19699, Pte , kes an a/t 
Mears, ‘Stanley, 19550, Prte., ke , 14/7 1 
Mercer, wing 19265, Pte, ‘d . 21/7/16 
Micklewngh t, Barry, 37 Fewters a aa/h/x6 
Mills, W cn 26957, k, 28/ 4/16 
Mitchell, Albert, 32534, Pt ae 4/7 16 
Molyneux, Francis, 51 “8, C ro Be 17 
Monaghan, Terrance James, 46 610 Ep gisity 
Moore, Frederick, 19621, L/ pl, k 14/7/% 
Moore, Jame s, 29987,Pte , k 2 14/7) /16 
Moore, Myles, 52421, Pte , k, hey16 
pioran, James, at 26 98, Pre , eu “6 aire 
plorgan Wy 377 4; Aye , 14/10/16 
rereys gone ny a9g2sb, P 56, Pte x 13/ 10 4% 
Morns, ae 24487, * k , 3/5/17 
mors, Ge orge, 40083, Pte , :. i, formerly 9347 
as OT Laight oe 
Moers ilham Alan, 48556, a i g/4/17 
Moscrop, John Henry, 303 Neer 6/6/17 
ude Wee 26221, Pad a a/b i 
» JonNn, 3954; » 17 1 

Mulville, Mart phlaht Pte’, 
Munroe, Michael, 13519. Pe , da, 6/5/16. 
Murphy, ohn, 11498 te, 
Murphy, chard, 18523, pre ‘ : » 23/3/16 
Murphy, Willen, 34356, Pte, k, 12 ay 16 
Murray, James, 357335, Pte , br ie 16/8/ 
Murray, matrck: 20706, Pte, k, 14/7/16 
Musker, Richard, 53171, Pte, ¥ , 9/4/17 
Nash, John Brown, 58 id ay oe 
Nelson, form 41863, ; "3/s/1 
Neville, John, 19759, Sgr rh g0/3/0 
Newman, Henry, peal I Pte | k iE: Jan 
Newton, hid soot mi sagt ag Le 
Nicholson, Geo 4 Aid 

25517, R Lancaster emit 
Noble, Hechert, 29706, xe k, 16/8/16 
Nolan, John, 26704, Pte, k, ag/7/%, 6 
Norman, Jo hn Albert, 1 1668, Pte, d , 24/3/16 
Nuttall, John Edward, “i857, Pre, k , 13/4/17 
OQ’ Brien, oseph, 21185, Pte , k D vay: 
O’Bnen, Matthew, 36 27, Pre, d, caer 1/16 
O’Brien, Tones 34740, Pie , 16/8/16 
O’Connor, William, 52342, Pte, iv 3/31 17 
O’Hare, John Patrick, 14318, Pre ,k., 3/5/17 
O’Hearns John Patrick, 19446, Pre , k., a /a/i6 


, 3/5/17, formerly 


Ollerton, Ro r, 25388, Pte , A 14/7/16 
Openshaw, hotiae Welker Pre, d, 17/4/t7, 
formerly 27367, East Lancs re Recimienit 


Cre en. ee ree ; 12/716, ; 

ersby, Joseph, 5590, e¢,k, 17/8/1 

Owens, Jo hn Richa rd, 1 287; Pte, k, a/s/t7 
Owen, Thomas, pore _k, 2: /6 

Owens, Thomas Andrew, 13822, a » 14/7/16 
Parker, Edward, 11582, Pte, Bd 14/7, 16 
Parkinson, Edward, 19443, 16/7/16. 
pba gas Ne opie James, 0102, Sg Sy k, 3/8/17 


Pattllo, Wilham, 19719, _k, 14/9 Ai 
Patterson ohn W: 1am, 266 66, Pre. , 15/9/16 
Pattison, William Paul, 20386" Pt » Pe - 9 ‘9/4) 17 
rce, Thomas Oliver, oa ea 5, Pt 9/4/87 

on, Ernest, 206 & . 34/ aie 
Pearson, Thomas Ferg, 19501, Pre ye :a9/7/ 16 
LS eoree: gh, bk : 1 jpi3s 
Pemberton 14996, 

ete Enc Albert 16/8/16 


Pheian, Jose h, pra Pe ts 
Phillipe, W. lam, 0612, Pte +p Gs, 10 Mes 
Prercey, Joseph, 48550, Pte, d, 13/4/17. 


THE KING’S REGIMENT (LIVERPOOL)—CASUALTIES 471 


Wilham, 6, Pte., d., 25/4/17, formerly 23555, Taylor, k, . 
Pollard, | am, 48986, ‘ 5/4 3555 aylor, Harry, 52393, Pte , k , 15/10/16 


Taylor, Hubert 51874, Pte xk, I 
Pope, Ho bert Lawrie, 357291, Pte, k, 16/8/26 Taylor, Richard, 370 ie » Pte, Ehant 
Cecal James, 75 Pre, seem formerly 47015, Terry, Charles, 70606, Pred or9/ 
Povexs canghamahite ¢ rbys Thomas, Charles, 454? pone fs fea 
- Thomas, David J , ; 14/7/16 
Thompson, Chadies as prenee 306 68g, ui > k., 14/7/16 
Eau amen Thompson, George, 52340, Pte : 8/16 
Prud rch, Rhys Thomas, 705 ga Pee , °d, 23/3/17. Thompson, Thomas, 6, Pte, k, “16/8/16 
Quilliam, =, John Henry, 19856, ‘ 2/6/87 Thomson, Albert Lamont, 266534, Pte., k , 16/8/16 
Richard, 125357, CPL ey z 4/17 Thorley, James, 41742 Pte 17 
Matsa. tuchard 48377, Fite 17; Thorley, Jobn, 9003 nd, 2473726 
Renkhe . William, 29593, Pte ky 3 J ey 16 Thornley, Geo 08 31] Pre te go/3it7 
Redfern, Joseph Charles, 20058, Pte rh 14/7/16. Thomley James, 5 i624, Pt 9) 4/17 
Redman, Robert, 19725, a . ai/ih 16. Thorpe, Harry, 19568, Pte, rhe 14/7/ ne 
Reid, Harold, nil 16 Thorpe, James, 52408, Pte : 9/4/ 
Rivatony Feed 7a bine 3/5/17, formerly a7éss—‘Bhorpe! Jus rt, x64, oe ae 
vingtom, Fre 19642, » 14/7 orpe, William Regin 31740, L k, 14/9/1 
ap Charles, 19264, Pte , k, a6 Tillett, Albert, 241638, Pte >a, 18/6/ - 4/7/16 
Ree john, 27458, ,K, 14/7/16 Timson, Martin, 53170, Pte, k, ie 
Richards, Walter, 19450, L/Cpl. 7 Se 14/7/36 Todd, Henry Dawson, po00s 5, Pie, k, 16/8/16 
Richardson, Sidney, 14076, L/Cpl, k , 4/7/16 Topping, John, 19656, L/Segt , 14/7/16 
micharter Wilham, 52414, Pte, k, 16/8/16 Towers, Harry, 49256, Pte, i. a 4/16, formerly 5126, 
James, 25450, Pte, k, 14/71 16 Manchester Regiment 
Rigby, say cease 27439, ; Towey, Thomas, 12090, Pte, k, 25/4/ 16 
Rimmer, James, 3157, Pte, : 16/8/16 Towle, Herbert Henry, 48782, Pte, k, 13/6/17, for- 
Risk, Humphrey, 11 1881, Pi Pte, k, jee merly 46955, Nottinghamshire and Derbyshire Regi- 
Rivers, Thomas, 42607, Pte vk ef Ment 
Robb, James Park, 19752, Pte, k, ap 8/16 Townsend, Semnuel, paee 5, Pte, k, 22/8/16, formerly 
Roberts, George Arthur, 29025, Pte, k , 14/7/16 250302, Lancashire yale Yeomanry 
Roberts, John, 24137, Pte ,k, 14/7/ - Trnggs, William, 58597, Pe » 9/4/17 
Roberts, Richard, 19651, Pte ; k ae 14/7/16 Trotter, Jack, 48776, Pte, er Bent 6, formerly 50157, 
Roberts, Thomas, 36506, Pte Ke 5/11/16 Nottinghamshire and Derbyshire ponent 
Robinson, Edmun 5, Pte, k., (ey 16 Tudor, Wiliam H , 42422, Pte, /19 
Robinson, Edward Geeres » 48761, Pte , k , 9/4/17, formerly Tunstall, Wilham Roger, 30452, rong ot 9/5/17 
49790 lea, to7o4% Bt a Derbyahure Regiment Turner, ‘Charles, 23206, Pte, d, 18/5/ 
R ilam, 19 5 g / Turner, John, 17217, Pte, k , 13/4/17 
Row ane, James, 37 Pee, - iy” Tyson, Herbert Bewsher, - 13199, Sgt, d, 10/2/16 
uff, Albert, 19663, Pte, k, A iy a3 Valentine, James, 23288, Pte , k m 14/7/16 
Russell, Pig et Oe 34256, Pete, 14/7/16 Waddington, John, $8200, Pte, » 27/9/16, formerly 7a15, 
Sele alfout, 33 ai te, d 30/3/17 South Lancashire Rejameat 
Sandford, Michael, 13163 63, k, 23/7 /7/%6 Walker, Arthur, 19635, Pte, k, 14/7/36 
Sayce, Richard, 1143 ; 24 /3/16 Walker, John, 29519, Pte, d, te /7/16 
Scott, Henry Baxter, 16939, Be , 14/6/17 Walker, Thomas, 1895, Pte , Kk, 15/8/16 
Sears, Clive R , 6808, Pte, k, eye), 6 Wallace, Edward, 6949, 7 Pte , ‘ : Ui by 
S ; Horace, 7834, Pte , k, 9/4/17, formerly 399, Wallace, John, 126 k, 17/8/16 
Army Cychst Corps Walton, John, 19102, Ser ; k, 14/7/16 
bel Herbert A, 14390, Pte, d . 14/7/16 Warburton, Arthur, 25200, Pre , k, 14/7/16 
haw, John William, 52407, Pte F 14/17 Warren, John, 42798, Pte i k, 21/3/17 
Siam Lawrence, 34896 , Pte, k, 6) 16 Watson, David, 6303, Pte ,k , 17/8/16 
Simpkins Wilham, 20957, L/Cpl, k, 14/7/16 Watson, George, 19602, Bee ,d h, 2/8/16 
Sinclar, Herbert, 14573; Pte , k, 14/6/17 Watson, William, 48996, Pte , k , 9/4/17, formerly 27331 
pinwleten Harry, 24176, Pte | >k, 17/8/1 if East Lancashure Regiment | 
Smart, John, 7836 Pte ,), 9/4/17, formerly 164, Army Webster, William, 24147, Pte, k, oe 
Cychst Corps Weeks, erate: 13481, Pte, k, s/s 
Smith, Siete 11755, Pte , Oy tal TExe Welch, George, 52325, Pte, k : pe formerly 1628 
smith, Alfred, 2078, Pte, d, Shropshire Light Infantry 
ward Pearce, 19 Be ea 14/7/16 Welch, S lar te Rex, $3229") Pte, k, 16/8/16 
Saath Geom Thrope, 2662s, Pte, d, 11/8/17 Weldrick, Albert, 27886, L/Cpl, + 4/5/26 
Smuth, James, 25000, Ete, k, 14/7/16 Whitelegg, James, 19237, Sgt k, py 16 
Smith, oseph, Liverpool, 47228, Pre k , 9/4/17 Wibberley, James, 22885, Pte, k , 12/4/17 
Smith, a he 13530, od k, x4 {3/16 Wickstead, Charles, 13937, Pie, d, 16/7/16 
Smith, W: William, 122 16 Wild, Herbert, 23668, Pte, k, "3/ 5/17 
Snelson, Frank, 12258, Fe Pte, ; aan ayi6 Wilkins, Stanley, 267000, Pte, k, 16/8/16 
South, Wilham’ James, 42564, Pte , k hie Willcock, John, 19034, Pte, k, 27/3/78 
Southworth, Fredenck, 2 213, Pte, k, 9/4/17 Williams, Ernest, 6252, Pte 16/8/16, 
Spencer, Arthur, 24170, = see 6 Wuliams, Hugh Thomas, robat, Pie ; : h, 14/5/17 
Spencer, Robert, 265248, Pte j Saha 6 Willams, James, 12868, Pte, d, ie I 
Spencer, Willtara, 14100, f7/ 16 Willams, ohn, 58618, Pte , a" : 31/5/19 
Spittlehouse, Henry Birkett, ee Be » 6/5/17 Wilhams, Matthew, 4885, Pte, k, 16/8/16 
Stainton, Wilham, 58613, Pte, Kk, 2/5/1 Wilhams, Wilham, 14295, Pte , k ; ne/7/18 
Steele, Wilfred ne 29570, Pte, d, 15/7/16 Willams, Wilham Robert, 1 751, Pte, , alas 16 
Steeles, Albert Will eat Pre k, 17/8/16 Wilhamson, William, 19678. a k., ae 
Stelfox, Charles, 4680, 0, Pre, . Willis, Frederick, 27206, 5 17 
Stewart Robert, 19497, Pte =) a Wilaon, Harry, 5521, Pt m ‘g/s at 
Stuart, ove > 52348 Pte, k, 9/ hy Wilson, James Henry, 48 won a d, 11/4/17, formerly 
eusrt, 30 14607, Pee P te 14/7/1 277 3, Eset Lancashjre 5 ar 
Suggests W Wilts 3, Pte, k, saith formerly 15839, Wilson, Oswald, 267390, Pte ry /8/ 16 
Army Cyclist Winter, John, 266417, Pte ,k 15/8 as 
Sulhvan, Gin: 2 Pre , k, 7/s/ Winterbottom, Harry P ) ir 87, at k, 3/ 3/17 
cherie bar » 1740, Pte, x: It 8/16. Wood, Charles, cae 5 37/8/36 
Sutherlan Ne repeat 142 e,k, 3/5/17 Wood, Joseph, 21.3 Js Pe . By q/1 
ores Arthur, 4 ot ih, 29/ Viai6: formerly Wood, omas, 31741, Pte , uy ae iy 16 
49758, Notts ay Woods, Bernard, 2287.1 Pte ,, 8/16 
Swatman, "James, 48793, pee Reo errr formerly 51683, Woods, Daniel, 52386 ,d, ser 
Notts and Derby Regiment ’ Woods, Samuel, , 24096, Pt ire, fi 16 
Styles, Ernest, 29510, Pte 1566 » 26/5/ 17 


6. wee Percy, 
Szize, Alexan t, 11650, Ba? 14/7/16. ght, Thomas Sutton, a adtors Pre , k , 17/8/16 
Taylor, Alfred, 3, Pte . "d, 14/7/16, Wie, ro 3 ef coal ately 12 /yx6. 
Taylor, George, 5 » Col, k, 9/5/17. Wyle, James rs, soba a6, Pre., k., 12/3/16 
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yonnan, 


, 46127, Pre, d., 5, i: 
Yorke, John 7 


13349, Pte., §/17. 


Years ttt Bae 


14th BATTALION 


Andrew, Albert Edmund, 41501, Pte , k., 25/4/17. 
Ashton, Wilham, 19213, Pre & k,1 9/16 saa 


Astb 8, 2 » Pte, k, 1 16 
oat a ieee 21076, pag an bee 6 a/ol 


Desors, Wilham, 21063, k., 14/9/16 
Breotatl: Alfred, 20075, idee 27/2/17. 


Richard, 14 ay i iy 17. 
Buca, fohn, 18271, ‘ 9/16 
Collin ore, 18634, bei k., 14/9/16 
Cockshot, Herbert, 25670, Pte , k., k., 25/9/16 


Coulthurst, Francis, 59611, Pre, d » 25/4/17, formerly 
eae 23165, Dene enan Regimen ied ele 

urtenay, Jo ames, ang, Pte ae 4/1 
Cowley, Harold, 35010, Pred 
Crawford, ames, 201 iia 
Crawford, Frank, 253 i /1/16 
Croxton Wullam, 34348, pe , 15/9/16 
Curus, John Joseph, 24073 oe » 14/9/16 

ad 


Deakin, Joseph, airs, L/Cpl i 

Dean, Albert, 18435, | 
belly, Dame amel, 639, Pte, “/ 7 formerly 119447, 

Drury, Archur, —e d, 4/5/17, formerly 4914, 
Mancheste giment 

Duffy, Edward, 20006, Pte, k, 14/9/16. 

Dutton, James, 19353, Cpl, k, 14/9/16 

Fairweather, Ernest, 5954, Pte , d., 30/4/17, formerly 36630, 
pesnchestes Regiment 

ne Vincent 20216, Pte , k., 13/9/16 


Farrelly, Jo 
a bas h, 23449, ds k. 24/6 17 
. Gunes, oe Hep, $80 di, 28 irl be 
1 rge nry, 397, Pte k., je 2/17 
Golightly, Bernard, 1 a, d, p/ 10/16 
Gore, james, 14 14434, Pet ‘ oe 12/16 
Guntrip, » 56328, Pte, d , 9/5/17, formerly 862, 


Manches wre Regiment 
Hampson, Henry, 25039)! Pre k., eh ys 16 
Han ames, 21193, Pt a 14/9/1 
Hanlan, mas, 8307, Cpl} d ‘ oe 
Brera gat he Mi i 

yes, JO. 77s ’ » 17/4/17 
Fill, Arthur R , 24044, Pte, k , 14/9/16 
Hill, Samuel: 24007, 
Holden, Wuliam, 48475, ao d, 19/5/17 
Lares Frank, lee rte KE, sfohs 16 

; 2054: ; 
aceon F '20432, LR pe _k, ao)a/e7 
ackson, Fone, 2 ts Pee ee _ k., 

y, James, 1368 11/9/16 
Kennedy, ition 1946 4; ch I, i 14/9/16 
penned, Gee 9095, k., 14/9/10 
Kenny, ice sors. tags , 14/9/16 
Kirkham, Harold, 44778, L/Cpl, d, 7/5/17, formerly 

10781, anger oag Regiment isis 

a k., I 
Lewis, Walter, Presa ,d, ia) Glia 
Lowe, Wilham, 25425, Pte, ne 


Mayor » 19881, Set, & 16/9/ i 
McCann, Hugh, 23441, Pre rs PAS 
Mclver, George, 21147, Pre 8 


Millington, Leab, 20350, ky 14/9/16. 
Morle ley, Th a #5036 sobs e Pe Molin formerly 33046, 


Morris, Michael J , Siohar. re) d. ws 
Morris, baer 56304, Pte, » ahs/3 
Moseley, Se 4, Pte, k. bByATe 
Blow jguay 18 Bo, Pte , k 14/ 2 9/8 

ecrge tephen, a; 11, rae »k, 14/9/16 
Neoon bert, 13408 5/17. 
Nutter, Charlee, 19344, Pte, d ; 26 10/16, 
O’Neil, Michael, 25 30, Pte , k, 13/9/16 
O'Neill, Matthew, 12 b9, Pte , 4, 10/3/16, 
Orr, Joseph, 32735 5/17 
Palmer, ohn S. Samuel, 18270, B a a 14/9/16. 
Parker, pester 25433, Pte, k., 1 1/9/16 


ad r, J 18982, Pte ,d, a6) 10/16 
Parangton, Walton sa 59627, Pte , k , 27/2/17, formerly 34319, 
chester Regiment 
Pearce, Wiliam, 20343 Col , d , 26/6/16. 


Platt, Thomas, 19814, a, 2 /12/16. 
Price, eg 29806, po ned 14/7/1 


Pullen, John, 14 m 14/9/16 
Quinns, Joha a ks Salar 
Rasmussen, Bee pl oes 7. , 16/5/17. 
Ratcliffe, John, 18195, 4 ‘ 14/9/16 
Read, John Henry, 25444, Pe ' ney Ae 

, Patrick, 1 13560, | . a: 21/5/17. 
Riley, "Peter, 135 As k, 14 foiye 


Roughley, John, 23319, Pte 13/9/ 
Rourke, Joseph, 20443, A Alepi: Ee ‘ oT eiik 
Rutter, Percy, 23157, Pte A 25/4 17 
pson, Edwin, 46148 as be’ 4 Bes 17. 
Schofield, Thomas, 19970, Pte , eC 14 fof x6 : 
Shelly, Dan Joseph, 31228, Pte , d, 7 
Sheriff, Albert, 19244, L/Cpl ,d, iT. 
Simcock Wulhiam, 21026, Pte, k, Zo 2/17. 
Simmons, George, 19311, Pte , k., 8/5/17. 
Skilhcorn, Edward Stevens, 26807, vet , k., 8/5/17. 
Skudder, Henry James, 18315, onica, 14/9/16. 
Smith, Cavell, 23240, Pte, d, aie’ 17 
Smith, Joseph, 46139, as . : whe 
Taylor, fone Herbert 50259, Pte ‘ a 17. 
Taylor, Joseph, » 25478, Co Cpl, d, 20 
he bd Samuel, 19188 , 10/10/1 
, Charles, 70606 Pee, d 17/3/17 
Todd, Harry, 34941, L/C L, k., 
Trigg, Char 8, 23188, ae 
Tyson, William, 23518, Pte , d, 26/6/16 
ene! ames Francis, 18642, Pte , d, a7/ 19/46 
bert, 48409, anes pe 27/2 
Walmsley, Edward, S408, Pee 27 2/17 
Ward, Albert, 5 621, k; 4/5 17; focianeiy s96ar, 
Wari a 6a56, Pte k., 27/4/17, formerly 1560 
arlow, Jo 5625 a 27/4/17, fo y 15601., 
East oe Regi 
Warren, Walter, 48353, ate a pa8ia/ 17, 


Watson, John Wiiham 252 ”, 
Whatehewd Thomas Huchane, 210 87 7 Ste, 4, 10/10/16. 


Wilkinson, Robert, 1 z9079, Ute 
Wuson, David, 20489, /Cpl., g:  o/5/37, 


» 21/2/17 


1sth BATTALION 


Alty, Willam, 36035, Pte /3/16. Kinng, Frederick, . Pte. db, 30/3/1 
Dovdall Stephen, 363 2, pe die h., 17/3/16 Penne Reserve 3/0055. on) 30/3/17 (4oth 
paaeey ee hig eR ae bend h., 26/6/17 (49th Trasmng Ormesher, James, 36517, Pte., d. h., 8/4/16. 


16th BATTALION 


poles, Jenn Ormerod, 3 463, Pte , d.h. 2/7/16. 
Mottram, Be rnard, 62020, Pe d.k 10 sali 7, formerly41017, 


tends Hope, Bie a , oh. babe aheh 


Sour Riche’ 
Thomas, Charies 72028, Pee., d., 5/4/37 
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17th BATTALION 


k., 6 
waa 16, 


Abell, Charles, Hee, 15199 Pte., 
ahams, 2804, Pre 
14/10/16. 


b: 7 

Te nee. Robert ie Bey 1,5 
Allen, bag a 33195, Ble Hy 
Almond 15 695, Pte, , 12/10/16 
Alsop, taal 15 5213, Pte , ae 9/ i 


17 
pee » Ke 27/6/16. 
et ee 51893, 27 
Arnold, Sumter, 152 7, ee. k, ups, i 
Asbury, oseph, PBs eee as te » 12/10/16 
Aske enry Chiles 6 7 a ae » 12/7/16, 
Tes be matt Thorne 51576, 9/4/17. 
-~wsv~., Lhomas, 17233; Pte, k , k, 12/10 Phe’ 
Barlow, George, 49033, Pte , k, 21/12/16, formerly 10346, 
Lancashire Fusiliers 
Barnes, William, 59161, Pte, k, 12/10/16, 
Barrett, Mom 26195, Pte , < 12/10/16 
Lsahag 2809, Fee » 12/10/16 
, John, 489% natoe ; aii formerly 33985 
cashire 


DED) WER, KLAUS, J45/U, 1 LO 
Beckett, Fred Preston, 15156, cs Ss Md 
Beeston, John Barton, 1 £o°2, Cc QM Ss, 
Bell, John, 42692, Bee 2/7/16 

» 29256, Pte.» k , 30/7/16 


a, 19/10/16. 


10/2/16 


Bellion, Geor, 

Bellis, John nffaths, 165 6, Pte , k , 12/10/16. 
Benion, Samuel, 26178, Pte, k, "30/11/16 
Bibby, Charles Leshe, igPet Pte , di, 17/8/16 
Billyard, Harold, 26 47, 1 12/ 10/16 
Blanchard, pent 51 ase, fi al 
Bond, Harold, I 


533 Pte ct 
Bond, Thomas, 33380 Ty nae 3 ‘ yrs 
Pee 33214, Pie k, 30/7/16 
Bore Gerald Oscar, $1601, Pte , 11/4/17. 
Bonser, Chifforde, 15031, Pte , & . aah 2/16 
Bowers, Edward, 34011, Pte /9/16 
° gins 


Bradley, Paul 15246, C 1, 
Bode ‘Frank Herbert, Bt k , 9/4/17, formerly 175, 
don D1visi0 Cychet Co Company 
Brooks Bend Henry, 57907, Pte , deal 17, formerly 516, 
mdon Divisional Cyclist Company 


Broomhead, epee, 43486, Pte , qd 11/4/19 
Broughton, eke 52019, Pte ( » Ea/t9f 
rown, Herbert Allen, 49099, , 8/6/17, formerly 
Bicin, soho. anose, L/cal, K; . /17, formerly 3508 
rown, John, 49033, P 28/4/17, formerly 35081 
Lancashire Fusiliers 
Brown, John, 31091, Pre , k, 12 fll sa 
Brown, oseph Harold, 32817, Pte ugixs 
Brown pene 1593, Aba k, 12/ [rok 
Brownlie, Leo arles 16050, Pre., d, 14/1/16, 
Bryan Cecuk 15518, ane i. 28/1/16 
B , John, 24828, Pt a his 
Buckland Robert, 24909, ee 
Buckley, Wilham Henry, 3 crt, Bie =e ae /16, 
iat ames Sn Be 15072, k., 16 
arnett, for Ba Vaa/sft7 
Cadwell, ant Charles 42710, } . 9/4/17. 
Caldicott, Wilham, 15962, Pte k , 10/7/16. 
Caldwell, Ralph, 31937 oh ‘d, ae fal 17 
Campbell, Giace Fete q°3 / oft eae 
es, e ae = ae 1 


I, James +, 12/7/16 
rey Peet 29648, Pee aie. 
had ck, George Ovwal d, Sas Bee, ie , 28/6/16. 
ames, 24977, Pte /1 
Charn John, tet Pre., k, ig/to/x6 


Cheeseman, George 24990, ‘Pees 30/1/16. 
Circuit Fredenck J James, 26558 a d } s/8/ 16. 
Clark, James De Dewar, 51997, 12/10/16 
or77, 12/10/16 

; ron 


6 k, 6. 
iss. baie 5164 io, Pec ve) 12/10/16 Pe 
one SP og, Pte Bie, d, shit. 
Coe, John 


+» 15057, 
Cole, Ge George mag 26603, k 1 30/ . ee /16. 
» Francis Albert, 15902, Pre. eo “ih 16. 
Collett, Monty W: well, noe oe «» Key 30/7/16, 
eph, rag Rea ,k, a3/es 16, 


Collin poe 

8, A 

Collins’ Samos , Frank 31158, (7 oe af des 

Gook, Phillip Ho ue iba, r5501 L/ ies white iM. 
0 o/7/1 

Cooke, ys 26177, Pte Be cs 3 30/7/16 fie ? 


Cookson, Arthur, 52857, Pee 3 /10/16 
Corcoran, iy William, 490 4 > §/4/17, formerly 39770, 
us: 


Cotton, Ernest Bises:: ssaccn Pie a 16, 
Comley, Fre Fred, bert ose igh * 28/4/1 a ee /16. 
oseph, 16087, Cp. 12/7/t 
Grawford, Robert 16119, Pte id, 2/7/36 
Cregeen, ‘Charles, 5955, aoe d, 28/9/16. 
aoe bs te apne ,a e x a0/ 38 
Go cn te, Gexe aster, Lidot I, 4 Poa ue 
roxson, es George seat L ot » 12/7/16 
bbin era 15128, Pte , k., 21/ ¢ 
Curry, Nate ponte 0122 Pte , ae hj ee 
Curtis, Frank, 35 ao k., 10/ 12/16 
Cuthbert, Ri holson, 51663, ho k., 9/4/ 17. 
Damsell, Arthur 4 Nic 15241, Pte, 12/7/16 
D’Arcy, Robert, 15352, ee kk, x2, /10/16 
Davies, George Harold, 326 52, Pte , k. k., 30/7/16 
Deeley, Frederick Arthur, $1952, Pre. k , 12/10/16. 
Dening, eres 15915, Sgt i » 30/7/16 
Devine, Th omas, 15753, e,k, 30/7/16 
Dickinson, Wilham, 16060, » 24/7/16 
x, Willi 15239, go k ’ 30/7/ 16 
Ber Peter : : S540, Bey ke Iafxé 
wney, Haro ar ahar 15540, Pte, k, 1 
rury, Percival Charles, 1554 Pre , Ks aft 
Bucksbury, John Walt. 51953, Pte » 12/10/16 
ward, 24950, Pt 


, 12 0 I 

Deni’ Leonard A, 15903 at ee : 1/16 

Eccleston, George E ward, ee LiCl , k, 12/10/16. 

Ecroyd, Fred Hargreaves, 31521, Pte, k » 12/7/16. 

aha "Frank. 24959, Pte, ed ty 
Horace, ” 24927, Pre, rE, =the 

Ells, ames Anv e, 31086, Pt , 9/4/1 
homas William, Heo. ey k, 3 7/16. 

Elliott, Arthur, 16057, Pt 30/7/t 

Emery, Robert 2797, Ee k’ OG. 

Evans, Albert Edward, es €, E, eo 

Evans, Donald, 15546, pl, 7 11 he 16 

f a yr 


Evans, Robert, 29243, Pt 

Bee} are ee Sa » 30 vs 

Eyes, Jo hn, Oswal 15985, eee” 12/10/16 

Fe seit Joseph, 15476, Pte, k, 28 1/16 

Field ao Sat 1onel, 26051, Fre kk, 12/10/16 

Fitzgerald Michael, "4841 1, Pte x. 28/4/17 
Fleming, George Vernon, 30800, Pte 2 13/8/ 16 


Fletcher, Alexander Ed a I $799 Cpl, k , 30/7/16. 
Riya. 4 James, 2689, Pte, k, ah /16, eee 4itr 
Lancashire Fusiliers 
Foden, Findley Ralph hls er asoo3 é 12/10/16. 
Fogg, Neville Brookes, 15959, L er = rene 
Fox, Edward, 51990, Pte a6 ibe joie. 
Freestone, Horace, 15164, L LE) k k, 10/7/16 
Fullerton, William James? 15433, Pte 1 30/g/ 16. 
Furber, , James Henry, 5 bee ; 19/5 
oe ohn, 26197, ae : 12/ Veo 16 
lam, 31 94, Pte a 30/7/16, 

Gann , Robert, 52829, Pte ; 12/10/16 

bins, Archer 08, big e, k, 12/10/16, 
Gibson, George Henry, 2703, - P 2/8/16 
Gilroy, Charles, Feb pein 2 3/7/ 2 
Gleave, Harold ishab, Be k, Amer 
Goldstone, nen Tak 12 ea ee 
Goodfellow, John G , 15736, » kad » 30/97/16 


Goodwin, Frank, 1571 ae 30, aft 

Goodwin, George diver 49156, Pte, k., 30/6/17, 
formerly 4515, Cheshire Re 

Goodwin, Joseph, 51905, Pte, 

oon John, 1 805, Bre , k., 22/1/16 


Goulbourne, 15955, Pte, k, 30/7/16. 
Graham, William, ronsee, , &, Be 17 
Grantham, 1 Robert Edwin, 15646, Pe Ks 10/7/16. 
Griffiths, H el, 29239, Pte 
Gniffiths, Wilham Henry, oa ae aay 10/16. 
Guthrie, "Malcom 15887, ns 1/ 
sall, Wiliam Formby, 248 55 Pek 


el Hae 
Hamilton, Douglas, 15442, Be k., ders, I 


Hammond, Thomas iy 52953, » k., 12/10/16, 
formerly 23570, Essex 

Hancock, Haro 45436, Pte pes.  ta/ / 16. 

Hancock, Percy, 15829, 5 20/7 I 

Handley, ames A,I rig, Col 0/7/16. 

Hankin, » 3rr 


Hargreaves, "Brantey, $1967, gk: i 2 Tait. 
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Harne, Wilham Donald, »k, 12/10/16. Lioyd, Jose 39956, Pre fs. 
Harrison, Wiliam, 4293 26, s a 13/2 2/1 Ms Tobeene. Alario: Pte” eu 30/7/16. 
Harrison, W: Rocberham, 16033, Pte acess Longley. Fred, eae at 12/10/% 
Harvey, Charles E Edwin, 249 nail Lovelady, Henry, 52803, eat, k 12/ bir 
Harvey, Hugh Western ey: 34, + L/Ga 12/7/16. Lumb red iar pall 6619, Pre, a 12/7/16 
Harvey, Noel, 26113, Pte, k, 12 {7st Maddon Joseph: Hi > st 15, Pte ik 12/10/36, 
Haworth, Randolph a a 158 79) L/Cpl., k., 12/10/16. Mann, Percy, 516 a asf 10/ 716 
Hayden, Stanley Percy, Essex Regunent L/Cpl , pe 12/10/16, Mann, Pere Magnus, 15728, 30/ /16, 
former iy a62ap, Kevex “per 38 Marsh, Walls iliam, 29160 at, Poe ix 27 ire. 
Heath, Ed 19, Pte is 28/4/17, formerly 16311, Mather, Ell Ells, 15237 Pre. k., aii 
London Divisionsl trains ord Mawds wdsley, John, 52 28 i reuse 
Hellion, Joeeph, 21814, C a 30/7 Maxw: ohn, one, Sat 871, Pres k, 
Henshaw, Arthur James, 15002, L/Cpl, k, 12/7/16 Maybrick, Leonard We L/cpl, "ee 38 “50/7/16. ni 
W, + 24592, » &., 12/10 Bey 8 eed I °, 20. 
Henton, Harry Cecil 26 2612 ied ie 0/7/16 D Willies 25103, Pte, Paar 16, gt 30/7 
Heyes, Sydney B. 6 15590 0/3/16 y, Daniel, 24910, Pte , ae 12/10/16, 
Alfred, 2 6141, Pte h., 1 13/ /16 toot ohn, ant Sa tts [17 
Hivey, lea Hears. 6085, Pe k., 3/7/16 McCoy, Frank, 26145, Pte ‘  2/ Ae 
Hodson, Albert, 35396, Pre, 30/ i} . McDonald, James, 24932, Bre k, 12/7/16 
Hodson, Wilham 24811, Pte ws 2/7/16 McDonnell, fohn HY 1§308 Pte » k , 30/7/16 
Holden, James 24962, bre , k » 30/7/16 McDowell, rge, 15149, ; 12/ ihe 
Holdship, Perontd 38097, Ba J k., Sy /16, McLauchlin, James, 24974, Pte, k 2/7/16 
Holliday, Albert, 16042, Pte, d, 5/8/16 Mencuehhn, John, 24176 pee ir: 20/5/17 
Holme. af eon 24584, Pte, k., oo ib Ar 246 27, Pt , 30/ i416 
Holroyd William George, 2116 1, Pte, k, 2/7/16 thee Thos “Albert 24978, ks d, ciaiie 
Holt Jobn, » 20950, Pre , k., 30/7/16 pels Isaac, 73301, Pte , , 27/4/07, formerly 128991 , 
Hoole, Arthur, 20263, Pte, k, 30/9/16 Royal Garrison Artille 
Hoos, Wile ames, §1763, Pte » 17/12/16 Mercer, Edward Halley, ele Pte , k, 12/7/16 
Houldsworth, doom E » esate, Belk k., 30/7/16 Mercer, George Woodward, 51645, L/Cpl, d, 12/6/17 
Hufton , Harry, 1 K 27/6116 formerly 1532, Ro = amy edical Corp 
Hunt, Thoma “50 at : ey /36 Miles, Walter, 15961, » 11/7/16 
Huntley, Arthur Stanie 15996, Cp - 12/10/16 Muller, Henry, 33216, eo k » 10/7/16 
Huyion, Jo Jobn R, Pte. fee 23/3/17 Muller, Ritson, Thoes. L Col 30/7/16 
Hynes, Stephen, | 11282, Pre, d ; : 5/10/16 Mulsom, Geo 26698, ; 30/7/16. 
Immson, Charles Kenneth, 15718, S 9/8/16 Moore, hae ad 51716, Fe /a/i7 
Ince, Albert, 52919 Cpl , k., 12 er tounee 7976, Moore, 15608, Pt ‘ 12 Fe 16 
cashire Fusiliers Morley Geers, eek “6S M" k, 12/7/16, formerly 
Ingoldaby, Joseph, 51603, Pte., k , 12/10/16 7589, G Grenadier oe roa 
Evan Ra : A180, Pre, d., 4/12/16 Morn, Alfred, 51647, Pte, k, 13/10/16 
Albert, 66708, Pte, d h., 14/3 17 Morson, Samuel John, ae Pte, ' 9/4/27 
aundrill, W Abbas! ices 3 k, » 39/7/16 Vashee Se raaagy es oh 15006, Beep _k, 12/7 Wii 
» SI5SGI »K, 1a/1O/t Os8 $s, lag bP te I 
ra "temas C Bee dy 9 e ; Z Murdock hie sites Poe r. ta/to/a6 oe 4 
) eter, nooea” 28/4/17, formerly 1 . urray, rles, 49007, 28/1/17, forme 
Field Artillery aeee 137950 Hany Ce Field “Arullery y 
olincad, pave 26068, Pre d, 13/7/16 Murray, William Alfred 1 185 Ce anh 30/7/16 
johnson, Ri chard, 24961, Pte, d, 31 hs 6 Myers, George, 27548, L P ; al 10/ /16 
, Thomas Roscoe, 15700, "Pre , k, 12/9/16 Neame Sutton, 15831, Pte, k, 20/6/16 
sel Wilbam, 15557, Pte, k, ay, 16 Nesbitt, James, 10626, Pre, k, 3°/ /16 
Jones, Albert Ernest, 51964, Re _k, a(9/38 Nickson, Arthur John, 51641, » 12/10/16 
Jones, Pinole Ae ae pi?/pf 16 Nimms, Kingsmill P , 15271, Pte | *k, 28/6/16 
lonesa, Cha Pp, Soba 30/7/16 Nolan, Reginald, 39, Pte, k, 27/6 Me 6 
, Edward, + 4302, B ag k 30/7/ 16 Norcliffe, illam ood, 15282, Pte , k , 30/7/16 
nies: 51968, Pre , k., 12/10/16 pee Soe 49109, Pte, k, eins. tocaacl¥ 035, 
lones, id, 16008, Pte , 30/7/1 6 re Regiment 
lones, John Albert, 16002, ” Pre , k., 12/10/16 Nuturoons Albert eve t 29513, Pte, k, 17/a/17. 
» john Edward, 51624, ag k., Feed Hy O’Borm 1, George, 430160 , Pte , 12/10 s/t 6 
Mealor, ag ad : yi ine O'Rei, Arthur Cope. I 782, Pte, d 2 [1/19 
lone: Robert i aad 15900 , Sgt be ea 30/7/16 eili, John, 26592, ,»k, 30 ve 
lones, William Ernest, 24976, € a ; nae l, oseph chofield’ 49050, L/Cpl, k, 28/4/17 
lones, Wilham Frederick, 1 $433, Oe , 20/7/16 ater 29729, Lancashire devs ph 
ones, Wilham Henry, 29238, Pre, k., He 17/16 O'Sullivan, John, 21996, Pt Lig (18 
, 23656, fe k., 1 rishi Parry, Alexander Walls, ures k , 9/4/17 
Kane, ia Patrick, 51958, Pre , » 12/10/16 Parry, Hugh, 15537, Pte, jay 7. 
Keay, y 1575! Ser, k., ,27/6/% 16 espinal 15840, » 2/7/16 
Kelly, red, 5872, ‘Pte ;: : 30/7/16 Pawson, Edward, 49115, Pte , 26/12/16, formerly 4970, 
Kelly, pas §2847, Pte, t 12/10/16 Biers Regiment 
Kelly, Michael, 31130, Pre 9 art, she Pte, k, galai 
Kelly, Wilbam James 29255, sao nae Peaten 15765, Fee , A 1/7/16 
Kelsall, Alfred oeeph, 1 7 apne 3 Kennet h, is, Bie , eae 
Kennedy 1579 <x 12/10/1 cers, 1584, Be a 
Kenworthy, ion Pee igs, 15925, Pre, k., 30/7/16 Phillips, Edward Lea aos, Bt ee” 12/10/16, 
Kerr, John pore arate Pe ,k, 2/7/16 Philipps, Edward Stanley, cea I [5456 
King, John Ed 1540 2, Pte jot 27/6/16. Pierce, F Alfred, 16016, L Cpl ta be 38 9/1 
earby. Jc 33193 Lr Pe k., 3 hhis Pinkman, Edward, 24 24070) Fre 2/7/ 16 
F 2 ayy ae: Plaice, Frank, igh ‘ ‘a void 
Knight, Emest, 560], fie ke Plose, Frederick William, : ae k., 26/4/17, formerly 
Knight, J 605, Pte, k, shy 3492, London Divisional Cyclist Compan 
pve 1° wiohn. Renae: re Vereen Pre, J r, John, 46761, Pte, d, dy pe 
¢, John Henry, 31191, k.. 27/6/ Frederick, I 889, 0/7/16. 
Lang, Tene Meee: 26og90, Pte , k., 27/6 Pg Ply 51587, te, kc y 12/ eo 
Lawrence, Charles, §1670 Pre ; k. | oe aT eoiié Polterd’ Arthur, 331 3196, Pte. K. 30/7/16 
Lawton, Stanicy, 266 26644, L/Cpl , k., 27/6/16, Pulford, F yon ot 21096 P 12/10/16 
ward, 32943, Pte, d., 11 s/s Rainford, John, 51922, Pte yds 
Ledger, David, 15217, Pte, k , 30/7/16 
Lee, James Carewell, 15062, Pre, k., 4/7/36 _ 
, Wilfred Henry, roe Pre E- 12/9/16. , formerly 
Lessells, Rupert Victor OFr,, 1852 4 7 3, Stanatics Guards 
Lewis, Arthur } James, bear tee percolds, Arma 52097, Pte , $y Aa/70/ 16. 
Lioyd, Alfred, 42405, Pte., d., Fie, a Ruchard Alfred, ‘31 ribet da , 12/0/16. 


THE KING’S REGIMENT (LIVERPOOL)—CASUALTIES 475 


Richardson, Walter, 69634, Pte., d., 16/3/1 Thomas, Frederick, 15861, A/Cpl 0/7/16 
Riding, James Stanley, 15470, he d, 1/7/16 Thomas, George siltamn, "160 TL fet A 2/7/16 
Rigby, Edward Seilton, 52811, Pte’, se 6/3/17 Thomas, James Alex, a he Cs, /7/16. 
Ritson, Albert Edward, 31127, Pte, K 30/7/36 Thomas, John, 27479, Pe, k, 30/7 1% 
Roberts, Charles, 51579, Pte, k, 12/10 Thomas, Joseph, 17513, L/Cpl sg Mes 
Roberts, Daniel, 32632, Pte , d, 9/4/17 Thomas, Samuel Harland, 15938, Pie 0/7 16 
Roberts, James, 24975, Pte, x, io/s V16 Thomlinson, Wilham lrving, 1540 Pre ; {17 
Roberts, Morris, 15691, Pte, k, 30/7/16 Tillnghurst, George Edward, 31188, Pte , i ‘ % 4/t7. 
Roberts, Rese 15563, Pte, | ; Agel) 16 Titley, William, 24764, Fre a 30/7 /16 
Robinson James, 31174, Pte, k, 12/10/16 Tomkinson, Claude, 1 Cpl, i, pap h Tete 
Rodgers, Robe nese sioai, A/Set . k , 30/7/16 Trinick, John, r 429, Peat k, =) tf 
Rowers. Ele 24997, Pt ds ae 20/7/ 6. Tucker, F ercy al hn, 008 e, Wren ; a ie 
onson, George 54, Pte, I Tunnington, Neil John, 16098, A/Cp » 30/7/% 
Rowatt, Edmund pore) Pte ; ,k, 32/39 16 met 


Tynan, Robert, 5 
Tynd dail, Vincent Pica aa 31137, , 10/7/16 


ace q/t 
Russell, Patrick Joseph, 35531, Pte ky ‘50/7/16 Pte 
Udall, Wilfred Edward, 1 59 07%) A San i pe 40/7/36 
eC, 


Unsworth, ames Walter 20930, 0/7/16 
WAUITLS, VVLALLMLL, JHYDA, 2g By bHr/ a7in° formerly Venables, arold, 51986, Pte , ME ia siesis /16 2 ft 
21719, Essex Regiment Wadd dington Lawrence, 15314, Pte , k, 12/10/16. 
Scaife, Fred , 24849, Pte, k , 30/7/16 Waldron, William John, 15 si tis . /7/16 
Schofield, Fred, 52937, Pte , . 12/10/16, formerly 29563, Walker, Benjamin, 30243, k., 27/ igh 
Lancashire Fusiliers Walker, 15714, 30/7 
Schola, Joseph, 51167, Pte, d, ra/tH/16 Walley, J ies hata p Foe Bs se Ee), formerly 4583, 
Schollick, Reginald, 15198, ee. 4/o/x6 Sane Regiment 
Schwarts, Cynl Vv, 15001, Pte, k, "27 /16 Ward, George aoe 27, Sgt, k, Gol, ey” MM 
Scott, Newton Vincent raaet, | pe’, ; y 30/7/16 Waterworth, Art ur, 25720, L/Cpl, k, 12/7/16 
Scott, Sidney, 26185, L/ pl, k, 30 yy, 16 Watson, Willam H , 52950, ana , 28/4/17, formerly 
S , Roderic, 16147, Pte, k, ”2/9/1 6 16627, Essex Regiment 
Sheppard, Harry, 24822, L/Cpl’, k, po/7/36 Wealthy, John Henry, 152? ref 0/7/16 
Shone, Ernest dmund, I Sih Pte ; , 3/7/16 Weston, Joseph, 23857, i 
Silvester, Charles, 51949, _k, Dy 10/16 Weston, Seymour Glynne, 21973, ¥,9/ » k, 30/7/16 
Simcock, William, sh P) k , 30/7/16 Whitehead, George, 51600, Pte , d, 20/1 "9 
Singleton, John, 5160 ‘ rite] 16 Whittaker, William James, 15369, Pte Pte ,k, 2 /6/%6 
Skirrow, John, 23636, Pte , » 13/7/16 Willacy, Thomas B, r§172, h, 99/6 
Slater, George, 42776, Pte, cy 19/12/16 Wiliams Arthur Rushton, 1 15484, Sat Sgt so 1/36 
peal oh wale Wy 15434, Fite Pte’ ae 12/11/16 Wilhams, Ernest Austin, 51582 ‘ x3 10/16 
Slee, Ge kK, vai noite Wilhams, Frederick Golding, 15748, pid . k, 12/7/16 
Smith, Are nr; W 360 Bie ea sell 7/16 Wilhams, George Roy, 1 320, Pte , k, 12 7/1 
Smith, Charles Glynne, 32972, 30/7/16 Wilbams, James, 29248, id, 25/ 10/16 
Smith; George, 15568, re * 22/2 Williams Reginald, 51616, Fre , » 12/10/16 
Smith, James, 27547, L/C pl, ic ie wilson John » 15597, Pte, ye 0/7/16 
Smith, James George, 58046, Pte » k, 9/4/17, formerly ahem 24572, Pte, k 3 1 16 
294, London Divisional Cyclist Company Ww. , Herbert of ene. Fl Mo Pre 9/4/ 17 
Smuth, Lawrence, 45077, Pte = k , 22/3/1 Wolfenden, John, 2 6428, Pte . k, Diy 
Smith, Lous Harry, 5 veer Pte , Py Pe Wood, Horace, 58057, Pre ome sea ‘paialy 16364, 
Smuth, W , 15409, “4 Army Cyclist Corp 
Smuth, Wilham TR cb 32808, Ye 27/6/16 Woodley, Henry, 30251, "Pte , xi 20/6/16 
Spence, Robert Lilhe, 15904, Cpl , at 12/7/16 Woodney, Hugh, 15500, Pte, k, ea a/38 
Spence, Robert Morton, 3230, Pte , , 26/6/16 Woodward, Henry , 34614, Pre 30/7/16 
Spencer, George, 41806, _k, Art 6 Worrall, Thomas 29268, Pte, k, 2 Me Pe 
Shepnens Joseph McKenzie, 15741, Pte, k, 10/7/16. Wright, Alan Wilham, 15103, Pte , k, ie 
tocker, "ba . ames, 15569, Pte, k, 30/ is 16 Wright, George eee 21937 Pte k , 30/7/16 
Soe Alfred Edgar, 15493, Pte , 4" 23/0 Wright, George, asaee L/Cpl, k ra/ 10/16, 
Stretton, pone James, 51640, Pte 26/41 17 Wright, Harold, z 659, Pte , 9/4/1 
Sykes, Jo 'yril, 163 a Pte , a oie. Wynne, George, 15472, Liat ee 5716/16 
teenth Alfred, 21937, ,k cs 10/7/16, Yates, Alfred Henry, 15229, , 10/2/16 
Thelwall, Eric, 23660, Pte’, k, 2/7/16 Young, Herbert George, 15022, ge » 12/10/16 
18th BATTALION 
Abrahams, Ernest, 17036, Pte, d, 22/5 /16 Bell, Frank Percival, 53085, Cpl, d, 23/4/17, formerly 
Adams, Frank Ernest, 52480, "Pte , k, 12/10/16, formerly 18030, East Surrey Regimen 
20506, East Surrey Regiment Bell, John Arthur Clifford, 37625, Pre, k , 9/4/17, formerly 
Adams, Willsam Ernest, 1 242, Pte, k, 23/4/17 15538, Army Cyclist Corps 
Adlington, Frank, 16695, Pte , kK, 1/ veh Bellamy, Albert, 26050, Pte , k , 1/7/16. 
Ainsworth, Frank, 2$705, Fre » 1/7/1 Bennett, Wilham Henry, 57912, a ce 9/4/17, formerly 
Ainsworth, Richard, 5246 bea , 21/2/17, formerly 617, London Divisional re Company 
Prag {fs Lancashire aahees Bennett, William James, zapess Be ye 9/4/17, M.M. 
red Christopher, 5751 S Pte , k , 9/4/17, formerly Bevan, George, 14932, ot , 
8x1, Highland Divisional yelist Coens Bird, Wilham Henry, 17169, Bly k x *a/Ti6. 
Allman, Isaac, 161 5, Ft 1/7/16 Blayney, William Joseph, b52, Phe Sat I ee 
Allmark, Wiliam Kool. k , 23/4/17 Bhnkhorn, Humph rey, 16952, Pte, - /7/16 
Aram, a John, 57691, ee. 763, 9/4/17, formerly 384, North Bolger, Thomas, 1644:, Pte, k, 1/ ahé 
Arrows th a Goel Fe Com mpany Pt /16 Bo ey, Charles a Fr ry, Pe ee 26/4/17 
mene ) vied 16350, Pte, 1/7/ ustea war awson, 57751, ; 4/17, 
srowamuth, John eae Pte k e /) he. ft formerly 328, North M, and Dhvisional Cychist 


Bee sie Cine 1628 , ik, Com 
Baker, Lawrence Hotore 53087, Pe, i 20/6/17, formerly Brabben, ‘Maurice, 57693, Pte, d, 13/4/17, formerly 398, 


East Surrey Regiment North Divisional Cyclist Compan any 
Barber. 125 John, play Aa Pre., k, fy be aa Bradford, William, 52464, Pte , 18/10/16, formerly 
, Joseph, »t Gast. Pte, k | it ‘ , _ aes snare Leal. silke. 
Barlow, f ‘ F radley, I : P I 
ici Harold S797. a Gl leaned ean, 6 772, Pe Pre , 4/17, formerly 5656, 


Br: oyal Field Artillery : k. ie 
, Godfre es ) 4/1 
Broniy, Willias T 17046, Pre, & , 18/10/16. 
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gS 
Brown, George, 17172, abn, rig, fe te i agg LLL 


Royal Engineers. 
Brown, John, 13597, Pte., k., 2/4/17. 
Brown, John. 1359 57696, Pte, k. , former 
on Comes ee HALT ly 356, 


st 
Reginald, 1. kG, 6 
Bolted Thenas, 2464 Biri 6B sl ie 
Burrows Robert, sei, fe: & te) mo AT sos 
eh. 


Buss, Wham, 19 
Bree iy ead Fa dG, 


Caine, James, 52443 yet Meee gaa 8 
; > t ? k., y 729, 


ster 
Calland, James, 38448, 6/4/17 
Care Albert jane, a + 36/4 a. 20/8/16 


Pte , 
Carter’ Edgar Alan 1627, ‘eat E 1/7/16 
rome of James, s78s7, Pte., d, 19/4/17, formerly 15858, 


Cauibeld: Pre., k., 13/6 
ie Pte , Fiala formerly 1097, 


st 
Cheshire, Fachard, 16358, 7 ks 7 
Clapinson, F 53091, | Pte, 4/17, formerly 5974, 
East Surrey 


Clare, , Col, k., 6 
Gere re fae 
W; 33 tatty Pie: f rly 1 


try. 
Clemson, Walter, 26656 ae k, 1/7/16 
Clow, Dena, bnal Cred a. 20/4/1 ry formerly 825, High- 
Divist 
F syste ace 11/4/17, formerly 2351, 


Y¥ 

Cohen, Jac 17176, Pre, k, giLby 

Colhister Richard, 95761, Pre . 16398 3, he k., 16/10/16. 

Coolan, Edward, 16359, Pte, k., 1 

Cook, Herbert , Pte, poi 

Cooper, Charles , SIQTO, Pre , K, 23/4/17, formerly 
614, London Div maional Cyclist Cor nt : 

McPherson, 04, ’ 17, forme 

833, Divis ronal Cychat ‘Cottey ne a 

Cooper, Thomas, 25828, Pte, k, 18/10/16 

Cooper, Roger Ernest, fee a ,k., 1/7/16 


» da, 18/10/16. 





, Edward, ae. nso, Pe 4 1/ 
‘Arthur Edwin, 16164, Set, 
Cromwell, Thomas Leonard, 16706 Col as © 8/10/16 
Crowther, Wilhe, 7 7636, L/C el. d, ; c4/8/37, formerly 99, 

West Riding visronal “air g t Com 

ames, 17115, Cpl, k. 8/5/16 
Curne, oseph., 16799, crept. k 20/8/16 
Davenport, Baga rebar: Berd 5/ nai 
venport » I » »A,1/7/1 
Davies, Albert 8, itby Pre , vey. » 9/4 a rey 
I +1 G@,1 17, former I 

South Wales : erers : : = 
, Pte, k, gayac tt 
Davies, William red W , 25 96, Pte , 

» Willham Spencer, 59, 
Denson, Hubert Stanley, 27524, Pre , k < 1/ 
Digna, Joseph Valentine, 57 28: Pre , ioe 17, formerly 
Dodean Jobe 20088 Peek Cyt’ Co os 

son, John, 2 2 1 
#9, Roland 28076, 7e, Puc Beier ty 18 
ohn, 32076, Pte, k, 23/7/16, formerly 18171 

Bardlon jocenk "ocee. Cpl, k /3/ 

y, Josep: ’ 15/3/17 
i 16808, be ‘ i A ae jie 

wards, ward aughan, | I 75; 16 I 1 

Edwards. Harold, 16172, Pte ely : 

Edwards, oseph, aanom Ste KS f ; 
wins, Ernest, 2449, Pte 17, formerly 24004, 
South Lancashire ne . 


Ellicott, Edward, 15528 Regi kK, 28/1/16 
Eady, Joseph Archibald, t 606 Pte , k , 29/1/16 

Evans, or fu Pte , d ; 2/ /11/16 

Evans, bagi niin sie, Be k, Ae formerly zos501, 


Evans, secre: Boing "Pee, k. pany 1/16, 
F Wallatns Wilt apne Topi , /7/16 

seandidd 8, 16714, ,k, 1/7/16. 
Foceietley ited , 17052, Pte, hg 0/4/17. 


» 30/6/17 
> ‘a6 /4/s 17 


6, Pre., k. 
F ales ec, Joueph Arts rr, 57847, te k., 0/4/17, formerly 


I 
icy Rade oa, Pre. k | 18/10/16. 
” 27/2/17, formerly 237, 
dere, Midlands Divisional “Cal t Company. 


Floyd, Gatley James, 29690, Pt » 9/4/17. 
Foster, J , Army Ce 57786, bien k., 9/4/17, formerly 
1§771, Arm 


Foster, mas, or 8, Pte an 15/10/16: 
Francis, Arthur, 57 7927, Pte, k., 9/4/17, formerly 628, 
London Divisional Cychst ees 79 
, Walter, 57925, Pte., d oe! us formerly $71, 
London Divisional Cyclist 
Fullilove, Thomas mas Raware, 57922, Pte, “ee 9/4/19, formerly 
Gabo Leche. ‘sas 52467, meee d., 12/4/17, formerly 22867, 
ane ‘Charles. S76 sadn 31/3/17, formerty 
tr, es, 1/3/27, 
4, Yorkshire Eben Infan’ . 
Gastrell. ‘Char Charles Horace, 16815, aa Tf te 
Gell, John Frederick, 16906, L/Sgt , k., 26 


Gittins, Benjamin, 34309, Pre, » ky, a 7/36. 
Golotham, William Tory, 326 R, Et Her aes: 
Grace, Harry Clifford 125725, 0/7/ t 


ohn, 35940, Pte., k, 11 /9/x6. 


Gra ’ Al ’ s , 
Green; Heat 18178, Bd at 3/7/16. 
bidet? Joseph, 107, obey k : ee 10/16, formerly 20412, 


East Surre 
Gniffiths, Jo rroy Regiment 32795, Pte. Pte, . ae ery 
Gniffiths, eet Henry, 7 Ete k., 1/7/16 
Somdy oy at 1, Pte, 
unson, re) as, ris, 
baie Richard. 00256, SE yRebl 
Lancashire Hussars Veseaas 
raph Pane Patrick, 27341, re a Ts ‘a 
a 2890, : 1/7/1 
Hee eee K | os 26080, Pte, d,1 7/16 
Hanvivon Samuel 16238, Pte , d, 22/10/16. 
Hankin, John, 21828, Pte , 9/4/17 
Hanson, Albert, 302 a L/Cpl, fa aie) 17 
son, George Soo , Pte, k, ‘last, formerly 15091, 
ee has Cyclist 
ont Onraahies 15621, Des, k, Pie kat 


ufmd Henry, 24737, Pt 1/7/16. 
fractile Wilham, 236 Bed ix, pial 17 
Henshaw, Albert, 171 ’ 9/ 4/% 


Hewitt, omas, 16369 ‘ 73 ak) ie 
Hickling, Thomas ted Bie 
Lancashire Hussars 
puenete Wilham Alfred, sby4:) Pee st a3/ 

ditch, Arthur Jackson, 17057, 
eo L if hofis 


Hilton, James Herbert, 31025, £ 
Hilton, John, 16523, Pte, 
sacs nig, John, 7713) Pie, af oan: formerly 15663, 
Hollis, ak Riechoayy Alfred’ 17602, Pte , k., 23/4/1 
Hotson, Arthur Moses, 33019, Cp 1 d|, 29/10/16 
Houghton, George H , 16659, Pre ky a : 7/16 
Howard, Harold, 25791, Pte, k, 
Howarth, Albert, 577092, Pte, d, 10/4/17) formerly 15782, 
Cychst Corps 
Hughes, Harry, 16245, Pte, ‘ eajaer se 
anes) Henry Victor, oe Ser, : sap: 
Hughes, John Reginald, 25114, i 
em ce Sidney erbert, 24 fr 
homas Geor avert. a, Be ‘ rz ‘qf f 
Humphrey, Percy fred 16373, ay »k, 1/7/16 
Hurst, Joseph, 49243, Pte, k, Pires rmerly 15203, 
Royal_ Lancaster Regiment 


Jackson, ares ayoane ane eeewmsy Dye yw 


ackson, » Francie, 52460, Pte , k, 18/10/16, formerly 17978, 


Bo 
ackson, Roger nen Sannin 16186, L/Cpl, k, As ee 
amieson, ‘David Fairweather, 57542, Pte., Ee nnalal 17, 
formerly 862, Highland Division Cyclet Company 

johns albert havea 16527, L/Cal, a 1/7/16. 

ohnson, Samuel, 33247, Pt e, k., 1/7/ 

ohnson, Wi William Jo Goat: ae k pare formerly 632, 
st 


n Divisional ie. 
6913, | Hae x hee 


wiped » I71§9, 

hime em, 1 33) 
2, Cpl, fi, neta ee. 
4/16 


ones, a, James David, 17335 
ones, Clive Reynolds, 1 
‘ones, Evan, 17240, ag 
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lones, Frederick John, ashi 1, Pte., k., 1/7/16 
ones, Griffiths, 32659 ; 13/10/36 
= Harold, 32775» Pte., ke 12/10/16 

ones, Harry, 27369, Pte, dh, 12/8/16 
one. Hugh "Eidiol, 17225, re rd ; 1/7/16. 
ones, John Arthur, er ti » 1/7/16 
fanes, John Daniel, 17060 CS Mee 23/4/17 
lanes, Norman Eustace, Spey, d, 9/7/16, 
lones, oo Arthur, 29686, Pte ” » 1/7/16 
jones, pene Wilham, 30822, Pee, x ; i ae 
jones, mas Harry, 16247, L Se » 1/7/1 
fones, Thomas Lloyd, 17197, CS , 18 ye 
oyce, Edward, 16825, L/Cpl, ay 6 

ip, Bertram, 57651, Pte, k,2 c/4/t ry, formerly 61, West 

Riding Divisional Cyclist 
Kemp, Douglas hd : son , L/Cpl rE, {7/36 


arrekeery John, "i6s8s,°C Ei rk ahr 16 
Kitchen, Harold, 16784 


Kitchen, Bercy, 17199, "pte ke fy) vag 
d, Henry, 161 a(7/36 


rain , William Rule ey, “pos ‘L/S 14/4/17 
Lally Tene, Jobe ha spay 5 Ve 23, Ht HY /4/ 17, formerly 375, 
orthumberland and mpany 
Langford, Henry George, piles "Pte, d, 18/10/16, 
formerly 20497, Surrey Regimen 
Lawless, Thomas, 52470, Pre, Talal 17, formerly 23391, 
Lancashire Fus. 
Tanne George Arthur, ronan k , 28/5/16 
yeock, Ernest, 16973, P 9/4! Jalsa’ 
aren ohn Arthur, Aaa. Phe? ns 
Leach, mas Herbert, 16726, Pre. » 18/2/16 
Leadsom, Stanley, 39054, Pte, By 10/16 
Leath, Arthur Step a 27 97, bene » 1/7/16 


Leather, Edmund, 16590, ‘ 7 1, I apt 
Leech, Arthur, 24860, Pte, ik if 
Leeson, Hi Eralatgh ate, Z , a/7/%6 
Leigh, Art a 1/7/16 
Lewis, F , 16380 Pres k 1/7/16 
Lewis, Hebd. 16251, ‘Tiel, k : o/4it7 
Lewis, Percy, 13200, Pte 16 
Leyland, Wilham, 16381, L/Cpl, ; ro/r6/16 
, Alfred, 16465 Pte » 1/7 hs 
Tand on, Frank, 16976, Cpl »d, 4/7/16 
Linton, Walter ward, 26640, Pte , k , 18/10/16 
Lipson, Sydney, 16539, Pte, k, 1/11/16 
Lattlew: Charles James, 17247 Pte , 
Llo Harry, 14664, Pte, k /8/ Ae 
Tot Wilham, 24652, Pte ,k, Pod 
Lomas, John Wood B 93 h, 
ax, James, Fr Lae one » 1/7/1 

Lucas, Percy, 16977, Pie ,k, 18 1 17 
Lucy, Fred, 16531, Pte, K, 29/5/16 
Lunn, Wilham George, 57431, Cpl , i 9/4/17, formerly 
Lu 2279), eee ee eat Pt / hg 

pton, Ernest Horsman, 57654, Pte , 4/1 
Macdon reg 


ee 


ald, Robert Farweather, 57551, » 9/4/17, 
Mack any 835, Army Cycli :orRs 
Alfred yanrek 575 §2, Pte, k , 9/4/17, formerly 522, 


Amy Cyc st Co 
ey, Leonard, 16577, i k, 1/7/16 
wa d, John A, 15850, Pt ,1/ Hie 
areuen lis, 73671, Pte, A. ‘20/4/17 
h, Thomas A, 24589, Pte aE 1/7 
ane: John Alfred, 49252, Pte, ey a esas 23581 
Royal Lancaster en - 
Mason, Robert, 16786, Pte, k , 9/4/17 
Massam, James, 168 5; Pre, iran 
ay, Peter, 29118, Pte , w/glt 
cAlhster Alfred F Freaénok, I 10, Be Pte , , a 16 
Garry, Henry Edward, 54140, Pte ,k, 23 1/4/37 
MoGanys George, 16665, Pte, k, fafa 
Metin Walham, 57513, Pte, K, 9/4/17, formerly 832, 
Cyclist Corps 
Melvin, sala At Edward, 16 241 igs , 14/2/16 
Mercer, esl 52427, » ik, Bae formerly 15579, 
r Regiment 
Mercer Jatnies Arthur, 24882, Pte , a h , 20/7/16 
lea, ory Sereraus, 16922 Pte |, 1, 6/2/16 
, Ww George, 1 318 Be , 1/7/16 
, Wilham, 61793, Pte, k . Teh formerly 10141, 
Sussex Regiment 
Miller, Frederick Edward, 16320, ek k, 1/7/16 
Milne, abe 16920, Sgt, k, 1/7/16 
Mitchell, Walter Melville, 57559, Pie , k , 9/4/17, formerly 
M 851, Army oss, Be 7 6 
Moore, ames, 16 540, e a 
Stanley, k, 0/6/27 
’ ponteigtn 


Moreen, Thomas {17 
Morrell: George, 16192, Pte, 1g f alale 


Morns, Edward, 2198 hia k, 1/7/16 
Morris, John, 16981, , k., 18/10/16 
Mortimer, Andrew, eed a ad ‘. o/4/ ty: 
ater Thomas, 302 aoe 

Moxley, Frederick, 17422, Pte, «, 2 HH nb 
Mullock, ona, | 16259, Pte, k, 20/1 16 
Munsey, Joseph, 34583, Pre, ko 4/1 
Murphy, Edward, I crite ks s ; 5 “pss. 


Murray, Henry, 16857, 26/1 
urray, James, 26043, P , 2/3/17. 
Murray, John, 1713 ek, 1/7/1 
Mawdsley, Jo 2 eh ei a " Pees ey 
M n, Wilham ae 16 ake 28/6/16 
Narracott, Frank valennne is vi 18/10/1 
Newall, Harold, greg ore } , /7/ 16 
Nixon, ‘Henry, 16 29/7/16 
Nolan, aot ee oe » 20/2/16 
North, 


16671, Pee: 1/ i 
O’Brien Henry 24636, Pte , k : 
Oliver, James Firs mest, 34579, Pte , k , 23/4/17 
Orrett, 4, Set, Z I’ ye 16 
Parker Samuel, BSs6r, Pte , 
Cheshi hire Regiment 
Parkinson, Thome $7728, feat k , 9/4/17, formerly 414, 
North dland C Cyclist Company 
Parry, Herbert P , 16198, Pte, k , 1/7/16 
Patten Percy 53122, Pte ; k , 9/4/17, formerly 20387, 
East Surrey Regiment 
Pattie, Charles, 57565, Pte, k , 9/4/17, formerly 823, Army 
Cyclist Corps 
Pearce, James, 23120, ee k, 23/4/17, formerly 15902, 
st Surrey Regimen 
Pearson Alfred, 16332, Cpl , uy! 16 


, 20/6/17, formerly 3089, 


Pearson, Arthur John, 16862, Pee 11/1/16 

Pearson, George, 25751, Pt ¥ 3 /1/16 

Pendleton, a JOSED, 27510 eS kK, ye 

Perry, Jo. 52014, Pte ; Sir 16 

Petthrick, tort g7069 a k, 9/4/37, formerly 
2433, 

Phillipson, Willem Sydney. F abeea, Pte, d, 26/11/16, 
Pro ee Royal caster Regent 

Pyickersgill omas Stanley, iarar Pte, k, 1/7/16 

Pierce, ohn, 17206, Pte , k , 1/7/16 

Pitcher, James Stevenson, 16333, Pte , /7/16 

Poole, Frank, 33265, Fie, © baie. decmesls 18313, 
Shropshire en Inf: Rey, 

Potter, Sydney, 16330, Pte 1/7/16 

Powell, orge, 16737, Pte, ‘ 1/7/16 

Prescott, Frank, 17087, Pte gas 16 

Prescott, Herbert, 30184, Pte 1 ‘ /16 

Sg Harold Sinnott, 16331, thie , 1/7/16 


Leslie, 16329, Pte . 2 /2/ 16 

Pritchard John, 16863, Pte, k, 1/7/16 

Proctor, icon, 17208, Pte, dh, 22/2/17 

Prust nirea? 57658, Pre ; k, 9/4/ 17; forests 79, Army 
chst 

Quibe. Henry Towisedd: 58043, Pte ,k , 9/4/17, formerly 
296, Army Cyclist Corp 

Quinn, jon 26101, Pte, s 20/8/16 

Range, John Halsoll, 16743, Pte , c 1/7/16 

Rawlinson, James C , 16268, Pte , , 1/7/16 

Rea, William, 27508, Pte , k 3 aie 


Reape nck, silage Pte i uf 16 
ee ie 47477, Pte, a 
Reeves, : 4616, Pte , ah, 


1 

Reynolds, Heone ; iowaed. 33698 ; oe 18/10/16, 
formerly 11125, Shropshire Ligh a 

Richardson, Wilham Stanafield, carpe, nfon . os 9/4/17, 
cornet 155, Army Cychst 

Richmond omas, 30259, Pte ; af, ae 

Roberts, Alfred H , 13452 Pte, a of 16 

Roberts, David Stanley, 16934, Pte , 1/7/16 

Roberts, Edgar, 16994, L/Cpl, d, 1 : 4/17 

Roberts, Edward E , 26617, Pre , 4 4/3A/ 37 

Roberts, Evan John, 17142, ae ” 9/4/17 

Roberts, john, 24648, Pte , r 11/4/27 


Roberts, Norman Frank, 1 basé, Pte, k, 1/7/%6 
Roberts, Oliver Wilham, 10549, Lice, ny 7 16 
Roberts, Robert John, 17144, L/Cpl a7 1/7/16 


Roberts, William, 25756, Pte , k, 4/7/88 
Robertson, William, 57568, [Cpl , 2/5/17, formerly 91 4, 
Highland Divisional Cych t Com 
Robinson, Wilham, 16479, ai 6 
bmson, Wiliam "Henry, 2 6633 Be 1 26/4/ 17 
Rockchffe, Alexander, ne es 20/8/16 
r, Robert Nicol, 57569, Pte , '¢ 8/3); 17, formerly 815, 
ghland Divisional Cyclist Com 
Roe, Sarnuel Maddock, 32618, Pte , k. 20/8/ 16. 
Rose, Geoffrey, 16680, Cpl , k, 1 I 16 
Roskell, Robert, 26654, Pte., k., 1/7/16 
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Idwal, 1 Re ae 28/5/16. Todd, Arthur Richard, 16788, Pre., k., 1/7/16. 
Ruseell, Walter, 3621 (ope Trevitt, Thomas, 1 ., k., 23 is sg 
Rylands, John, 27585, me mk t/7/t Trudy, \ William James, 16848, Pre., i IL38, 
Sanders , 17162, Pte., iii. unacall Wilham Emest, 278 Bie k, tf 7/16 
Scarff, "George Lancelot, 1 1/7/16. r, Walter, 17005, L/Cpl, kyr la 16. 
Scarlett, David, 16209, gg ig 1/7/16. qumer, Joseph, 24526, Pte, d., 26/ 31/36. 
Scholes, ype Clarence E se <e 5. L/Cel., k.,1/7/16. Vaughan, Frank E , 31620, Pte, k.» 9/ 
— John Alfred i Allred, s7807, Pe VA formerly 1289, Woke os olds, saree fied 7 116 
A . I » 21 7) Pte, k , 1/7/1 
Army Cyclist alice, Art eke » S248t, ee k, 9/4/17, Locmeeiy 20506, 
Scott, S y; weds, TP Col , k., ris 
Seanor, Fredenck hoe 16613, Pte , k. » 1/7/16. Walker, Geer x, George era66Ge, Pte, Key 147/16 
Seddon, George R: —_ 16870, Pte, k., 1/7/16 James ames, 32 50, Pte , ia 
Sefton, John, 32963, Pe » k., 9/4/17 Warne, Emest, 24670, 5 a: /16 
Seiffert, Frederick rancis ae Lice x. 1/7/16. - 
Shepes pey, Arthur, 17248, 
Short, Leo, 17090, Pte , : Uiee Sopas 
Showell, Ceci! Harry, 16998, Ke: 1/7/16 Webster, William, 56701, Pte , x 26/471 
Silver, Fred homas, 16212, » k., 1/7/16 Wells, Owen Williams yaar, Pt va ine 
Poe gg lac 24594, Pre, k, 1/7/16, MM West, George, 17 7 97, Pe, 
ihe Ever 57686, Pte., k , 23/4/17, formerly 410, Westmorland, Fi ck Jo ‘he,’ ‘i 6343, Pre , k., 1/7/16. 
cans oo Cycha st Corps Whitfield, Robert, rm 14, Pte, k, 1/7/1 
Seeveigton, Gee ee mest, 57660, Pte, k., 20/6/17, Whittle, Albert, 26366 6, Pte., k. k., 1s/9/ts 
é forme y 155 Am Gychiat Corps . ee Benjamin, 26012, Pee ad 2 /4/17 F 
mut mest 7227, et KE: 13/10/1 illars, Arthur , 10/4/17, forme 
Smuth, John *k, 1/7/16 230, North Mullasd Cocia Cpl a Tal : me 
Smith, John Wilfred, perio Pte, k, 1/7/16 Wilhams, David R , 17253 rh Cpl d, Pe, 7/16. 
South, Joseph, 57572, Pte , -» 9/4/t 17 Willams, Francis, 32676, L/ _k p38 eae 
Sparrow : abaes: Fe Pre ms k., 1/7/16 Wilhams, Frederick ted! vrais, Pes 
Speed, I Richa d, 26587, Pte Ly Williams, Jo ams, John St Stephen, 17634, “Lei K’ I 
Serre rave 26024, L/C “ol 2/7/16 Wilh yffin, 17251, /CpI ath, 
Stanley, poner , 16210, Sgt ,d, 1/7/36. Wilson, | Frank, 16627, P Pte , k, 23/4/1 


Stanway, Wallace A., 25703, Pte, hee eet 


Stephens, John Joseph, 35 , da, 12/9/1 
Stewart, Michae oe ta a d, Bare ets 1085, VVAADUEL, VVLILLEIL, SRYYS, K t 
irre Winstanley, Ed 16790, Pre Pre, be 18/10/16 
Stray lease ie, $7875; A “A/Col, k , 23/4/17, formerly 224, Wood. pees 37233, L/ Pe -  1/9/1 
Army Cyclist tanley, 16879, “Bre , nisin 
Strawson, aa, Joseph, 98366, Pte, k., = Me 4 Wood, Albert Rothwell, 27502, Pre, : i aire 
Street, Robert Leslie, 32 18, , 15/8/16 Woodward, Robert, 29117, 
Sunherland, oseph, Ala ae A/Cpl , oie. formerly Woollam, James ibert. 5 °P4 Lat as tal 
103 y Cyclist Woolmer, Stanley, 16558 Cpl {7/16 
Tabron, Thomas, so k , 8/7/16 Wright, William, 307195, Fee, 
Taylor, Pye mae. ; 18/10/16 Yates, forahem, atte het aye Fike 
Taylor, F John, 16490, Pte, k, 1/7/16 Sed Oe 6431, Pte, 
Thomas, Bien, 16846, Pte, d, ae /16 Yates, john. “7095, Pies a ie, iy 
Thomas, obn Page, 16402, L/Cpl, y 1/7/16 Young, Joseph, 6026, za ee 0/16 
Thomas, Willam Owen, 16342, Pte ay ala, co: Ce rge pled 6853, , 28/4/27 
Thompson, George Harold, 16492, Cn 1/7/16. Zodickson, , 11057, Pte, k, OTF 6 
19th BATTALION 
Adams, William, 20753, L/Cpl. k., 9/4/17 Bricknell, Francis Chariton, 25930, Pte , k , 30/7/16. 
Allan, Gordon, 17776 bey de k, 374 /16 Briscoe, Herbert rg u72 3, Sgt, k ‘ 306 
Allday, John, 21736, Fx ae i nee James, 48 43, Pee 11/4 ‘17 
Allen, Stanley Howard, 516 , 12/10/16 , Colin ee Pte” , 30/7/16. 
Alleyne, Alexander, 29720, os k, ans Boke chael Joseph ae. Pte. f . Fay bog be 
Allman, Sidney Langley, 13380, Pre, k, 9/4/ Burnage, Wilham » 25572, L/Cpl ,k , 30/7/16 
Aimond. Alfred §2167, L/Cpl, d, By loafer & formerly Butcher, Gerald peat 17790, Pte a » 12/5/16 
Ge Miancheses Regiment Cannon, Daniel, 38028, Pte , k , 30/8 6 
rea ‘Charles Leshe, 21673, Pte, k , 30/7/16 Carbe Charles Edward, he Pte , ee 
Andrews, Alfred, 21825, Pte, k, 30/7 /16 Carew, Francis, 2168 11/7/1 
Ankers, Herbert, 17262, Pte , d., ye 16 Carroll, ohn, 21465 ovb/' 
Ashbroo George, 11813, Pee, | k., 3 6/17 Carter, rank, 31 Pre - “sel 9/16 
Ascroft, Chnaeber 34569, Pte 4 ke, 30/7/16 Carter, William Geor 607, Pte , k, 30/7/16 
Atherton hore ide ; k, fala Cartmell, John Douglas, ge Pre re 2 7/16 
Bagnall, Harol 17998 998, L/Cpl, zk. bie ba Catherall Edward, 21499, 
T, alovact embrey, tat 30/7/16 berlain, Thomas, 5173, Pe UE oir 
Baker, Wilham ig foie Pulford, 25347, k., 30/7/16 oes eg oe o/ bi 
Ball, Leonard Yates, 3025s, Pte a Clarke: j John, 48032, sa 
Barlow, George Harold, rhe Sat rs Clayton, Alfred James, 17306, Cpi,k, ea eae 
, Ernest, 2144 » 30 of4/ 56 Cleminson, Percy Croyeda 59030, Pre » 19/5/17, 
Bebbington, George Arche, 21446, L/Cpl, k , 30/7/16 foment 25007, Bo r Regiment 
Bell, dig 17786, Pte , k., 12/5/1 6 Cochrane, William, 31299, ag tg ‘ pier 
Bellwood, Ernest cigs 1728s, Pte, d, 14/10/16, Cole, Stanley, 21714, Pte, ri s0/7/} 
Bennion, Oswald Evan, 21684, Bre , K. 30/7/16 Cole, William, 2 24201, aoe 
Benson, William James, 217 2, Pre, K., 30/7/16 Colley, ara 57700, d., 12/4/17, formerly 
ley, Sauer of tage P Rae 30 7/16 1972, South h Staffonds giment. 
Birch, Harold Lee, 21 a ae a ja 4 16 Colligan, pico Seni Sod vk ; pei 
Black, Lancelot, 21744, le Collock, Morris, 2) be Pre., k., 23/| ny, 
Colton, Rueben, 21 Pre., k., 30/7/16 
Colyer, Thomas, 17802, Pte , k., 11/97 a 
DUT, OUNCE Y WNETves, 17550, FU, ws SU Concannon, Edward, 17800, C cs. M, af /o/x6 
Bond, Samuel, 24296, Pte., k., 30/7/16 Cook, Sydney Isaac, 17289, Pte., k., 30/ if I 
Booth, Stanley, 21450, Pte , k., 1/7/16. Coulthard, Ernest, 21470, Bree 30/ ie 
Bradley, esc i , Pte, k., go/7/38- Craven, Frederick es 308 31, Be 9/3/16. 
Brads Pre. , 4/6/17. Crawiord, Davi d 21462 k, 39/7/36. 
Brady, Mises, 24983, k., 30/7/16 relun, Joho Bs 132g, L/Cnl,'k harry a 
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Crossley, Frank, 24298, Pte ead 7/16 
, Joseph, 17561, 30/7/16 
Curwen, T: ey : re k, 30/7/38 
‘om 17296, k, 30/7/1 

Danson, ; thomas he L/Cpl, k, 

- 3077/1 
Davies, rg’ Latham, 1 we 0/7/16 
Davies, Aan ES x 7am dial 4 17 

vies, han, 52290, k , 9/4/17, formerly 

4026, nald Vaughan 
Dawe, Samuel, 29606, pe 0/7/36 


Deane, Harold, 25302, Pte » 1/7/16 
Delaney, Thomas, 17574, Ae Ks 30/7/16 6 
Dick, Wilham Henry, 27329, Pte 
bert Miles, 21 89, Pte , k a Pil ue 
Downie, aon Anderson enry, eee L/Cpl , k , 23/1/16 
Downs, aT eB, 47120), Ft Pte , k , 9/4/17 
Duckett eek a Aa 1. 11/7/16 
Duff, Oe ge 57740, Pte , gen; Z 9/4/t , formerly 360, North- 
umber! visional Cyclist Com ei 
Dufresne, Balmor, 32263, Pte , k, 9/4 
Dunbar, Patrick Joseph ~a i Pie. e/as 17 
Eagles, Edward, 198 17, Pte , » 24/4 re 
Edwards, Frank, 325; Pte , ee 30 a0 16 
Edwards, George Ermest, 25 37, Pte y 11/7/16 
Ellis, Keith Harley, 17818 Bt k , 11/7/16 
Elhson, Frank H , 17575, K 30/7/38 
Elhott, Fe nots 17820, Pte r at/g/36 
Evans, pet fe 21492, Pe, 30/7/16 
Evans, fobet Rowland, 21404, Salt 30/7/16 
Evans, Themes, 25328, Pte, 2 ay /16 
k , 30/7/16 


Finlay, Arch / bald? 497: ga pl, /4/17, f ly 1068 
7407, » k, 9/4/17, formerly 1068, 

pena Cyclist rhs e 

Finn, Arthur 17828, L/Cpl, k, 50/7/16. Hie 

Fitzsimons, Frederick Albert, 17827, Pte , 30/7/16 

Fletcher, Harry Cuthbert, 17823, L/Cpl , tk. ei yers 

Flockhart, John Henry, 17327, Set, d, 1/8/ 16 

Forrest, Ernest, 17580, L/Cpl, , 30/7/ 16 

Francis, Albert, 21778, L/Cpl , 30/7/16 

Fraser, eli age Bernard, a0? Pte »k, 11/7/16 

Frear, 24245, Pt » 30/7/16 

Fulleron, Thomas eed pe ats Set, a 9/4/17 

Gallag harles Henry, 3108. O84, ag : se/7/ito 

Gallagher, Frederick, 48367, Pte a v/s 


Garaide, ‘Ryedenck. 2 21507, * . 
ade, Norman, 52121, Pte, artery es 17; 6 erly 2577; 
, soft 16 


Manchester Regiment 
George, Ernest, 25325, Pte , 
Georgeson, Ric 2668, ee 1 3047/ 16 
Gernitts, John Edwar » 17353, Pte SL Lie 
Glassey, Thomas John, 19516, Pte , 0 16 
eons: Gilbert mediey, 17611, Bie 30/7/16 
Gorm foserh, 3, 21785, Pte, k, 30/7 
Grace, Jo 25348, a s/x/ ee 


Green, Charles, 2 30/7 
Greener, Edward 9176, ig Pie le 17/7/16 
Gregory, John, 19639, Pre, k, 30/7/16 


Gniffiths, Lewis, 217 0, Pte , ’ cA es 
pe esa Robert, 21501 Sete ef /16 
winnell, John, 52069, Pte , 16 


Hulleeod Alfred, 17835, Pte , dis 26/8/16 
pee) Emest Albert, 27344, Pe, , 30/7/1 
; boos bal ae ‘ res Grmeily 2061, 
ary riers 


Harper, Atari 17845, 1 i /Cel , k, 11/7/16 


Harris, Wilham, 21530, Pte , k » 30/7/16 

Harron, An ocr een 38434, Pte, k, 23/6/17 

Hart, Haro d, 52219, Pte, k, "23/6/17, formerly 3443, 
Manches er Regiment 

Hartley, George, 17379, Pte, i 30/7/16 

Hayworth, Henry, 34295, Be, 0/7/16 


Heath, Charles, 21518, ae k . ee 97/16 

Henderson item $2037 : 12/10/16 

Henwood, Wilh 37, Phe go/ 7416 

Horrocks, Robert nrg A (otis te » 1/7/16 

Horton, Fred, 2168, Pte, k, 9/4/17, formerly 3055, 

Mancheste Regiment 

Hubbard, Frederick Joseph, 17377, Pte ,d, 2/10/16 

Hughes, ‘Albert Edward, 17601, Pte *, k, 30/7/16 

H » Wilham Henry, 4489, Pte fe 30/8/16 

Hughes. William Percy, 17847, Pt piu 16 

Humphreys, Robert Albert, 1735 a 30/7/16 

Hunt, Arthur, 21735, Pte » da, 3/8/ : 
rm. _ = ey ie i 


SAULLY,) BTLLY arsao, Pre? > £ ao) » Bs 27/6/16 


+ tos id C178 Be, i 8/3 /16 
17836, 11/1 
Ha, meter ck Witham, 17592, Piet , 30/7/36 


Hickson, Frederick Oswald, 52252, Pte, k., 24/11/16, 
formerly 4815, Manchester Regiment 
Higgins cay te 24257, Pte, k , 30/7/16 
Fiicnt John Chiff ord, 21512, Pte k , 30/7/16 
heliffe, Norman, 52241, Pte , k ,¢ , 9/4/17, formerly 4075, 
ma Regiment fates 
30/7/1 


i sei va samen, 21529, eS Me if hoy BP 
olden, George, 21733 qt 
Holden, Wilham preele 36 x Bie a 30/7/16. 
Hoos, Robert, 17840, L/Cpl be 
Ireland, James Murray, 17855, Kae ,a, 22/3/1 
Irvine, ‘David Webster, 17872, Sgt, k 11/9/1 
ae, Richard, 57793, Pte, k, 9/4/ 17, formerly 98, 
orthumberland svi: on Company 
Irwin, Samuel D , 21832, Pte, 0/7/16 
era Alfred, 52098, Pte , F, 7/6/47 
ackson, Edward, 52229, Pte, d, 16/11 146, formerly 3509, 
Manchester Regiment 
ames, John George, 29625, L/Cpl, d , 27/4/17 
efferies, Albert Egleert, 51681, Pte , 24/11/16 
fenkins, Abraham, 34502, Pte , d 7 11/4/17 
‘ohnson, George, 21844, L/Cpl, k, 30/7/16 
ohnson, George Sydney, 31075, Ba, ,k, se/ 9/36. 16, 
ohnson, Joseph Emil, 26621, » 30/7/21 
ohnston, eared, 1 37630, a Cel, ves of /16 
yones, Arthur H 27378 7 /1/17 
ones, sone, ear 3; a Pes ; als 
ones, ‘Thomas Harri, sare Pre , » 5/7/16 
ones, William David, 17393) F Pte , 3 Pe 4/16 
fordan, Thomas, 52076, fale) 
owett, Joseph Herbert, ede L/ gt, k , 30/7/16, 
udge, William, 24336, "Pte , K, 3o/7/t 16 
8, Joseph, 47456, Pte , au 
enry Fletcher, 21412, Pte , 1x/7/t 
Kelly, ily, Henry Fletch Tee / l 6 
Kinder, John Ed e x78 TE Fes k, 30/7/16 
Kingston, Harold, gyal P k ' i/7r6 
Kirby, Thomas, A Sala? 
Knowles, Robert — eon: Leal , 30/7/16, 
Lambert, John Wilham, 51756, Pr ee 30/7/16 
Lewis, James, 21554, Pte 27/6 [6/x6, 


Linder, Charles Paraviss, 17415, Pte, d, 1/7/16 

Lines, ary. 25541, Pte, s Sofi! ie 

Lipton, Samson Harry, 176 35 < » 30/6/ 16. 

Little, Thomas William, naib, Be , ‘ 0/7/16 
0 9/1 


tavessy, J ames, 24202, Pte 

Lloyd, paths Kendal, 25349, Pre , ve 0/76 

Lover, Hi ta Fone, aa hg Ke. 30/7/ i ii6 

ver, Harold Jo 17879, Pt 30/7/1 

Lowe, Frederick Charles, Feta Fe, k , 30/7/16, 

Lumb, Charles Frederick, 47317, Pte , t > 15/4/14. 

Lunt, "Ernest, 290717, Pte - . 'e 30/7/1 16 

Mahar, William, 21568, » 5/9/16 

Maiden, Arthur, 17664, Pte 5 7 . 30/7/ ae 

Malone, William, 0139) Pte , 30/7/16 

Mansley Francis , 31611, Ly /Cpl , Mas 30/7/16. 

Martin, Wilham George, 27361, Pte, k’ , 30/7/16 

Martlew, Richard, aunt, Pte , 7/8/1 

Mathison, Harold, 26 9214, Pte ; k, 23/6/17, formerly 
8085, Royal Welsh F eee 

Mayoh, Robert, 52038, Pte, d, 13/10/16 

McAdam, Thomas, 48405, be’ k , 9/4/17 

McDonald John James 32636, Pte , k, 30/7/16. 

McDowall, ao 21574, Pte, d, 20/10/1 

McGough, George Allan, 17436, Fes . 30/7/16 

Mcllroy, Samuel, 2 3106, Pte, 

McNabb, John Wiliam,’ 2 210, The, ke, 1/7/16 

McNichol, Frank, 27536, k, 30/7/16 

McPhee, James, 52157, Pte , ok : at formerly 2945 
Manchester Regiment 

McRae, Samuel, 29125 re k , 37/ 

McRobie, Harold ,L/C ik, hh 16 

McWhirr, Alfred, isk, Fre’ o 30/ df ne 

Meadows Wiliam, 21762, P me 

Meakin, Fred, 52177; L/Cpl. er font. sea 3212, 
Manchester Regiment 

Meeson, William, 17431, Pte. k, 5 Hes 

Meredith, Frederick ahr 215 2, Pte, k, 30/7/16 

Miller, Harry 27749, Pte, d, 13/4/t 

Milne, John Tindal, 5781 5, Pre Cea 17, formerly 387, 
Army Cyclist Corps 

Minton, Abraham, 41813, Pte, dh, 7/1/17 

Moll:son, Charles, 17427, L/Cpl , k’ 21/3/1 17, MM, 

Molyneux, Lewis, 24222, Pte 2 ; 30/7/16 I 

Bors: oe 19270, Ble pl, ait? 

organ, John, 17433, 

Morrell, Alan, 52136, Pte’ ,k, A formerly 2759, 
Manchester Regiment 

Morris, Arthur H , a1S61s Re d, + 3049/16 

Merns, Frank, 17424, Pte , k, 30/7/ 


Morn, Frank, 17902, Pte, k, 30/7/16. 


480 THE KING’S REGIMENT (LIVERPOOL)—CASUALTIES 


Morton, Wilham Bertron yy 31663, Pre Vere . Phd 
1/9/1 


Moseley, James ie 4az6, 
oe orge, 24362, Pte k, i a0/7/36 
pal hy, George, 17435, Bie. k, 30/7/16 
» &, 30/7/16, 


Murphy, Patrick, 30124, Pte 
Deamus, De ede: Pte , "d : 12/4/19, formerly 1871, 


Negus, John 8 Wilhamn, my 21578 (3917 » 30/7/16. 
orton, 17911, Pt sy Br 
Nester, Michael, 27032, Pt rytes 
Newbould, Thomas, 21579, ent, 
Newell, Harold Perran 17913, Pte 2 kk , 30/7/16 
Newsam, Ernest Joseph, 21576, ,»k, 30/7/16 
Nickson, William John, 29530, Pte , d , 13/5/16. 
Nooney, John, 12577, L/Cpl, k, 30/7/10, 
O’Connor, Oliver, 27713, Pte z 30/7/ 16 
O'Keefe, George, 17933" Pte , k., 18/10/16 
Olver, Frederick, 42878, Pte, k, 9/4/17 
O'Neill, James, 29673, Pte ,d, 20/7/ 16 
Osborne, Wilham, 17677, Pte ‘x » 30/7/16 
Owen, Frederick, 522117, Pte ; ee formerly 2539, 
Manchester "Regi ment 
Owen, Harold Kenna. 24385, Pe gy tle 
Owen, Harry, 62163, Pre, k. , 18 aly formerly 2994, 
Manchester Regiment 
Owen, Ivor, 17932, L/Cpl, k, 30/7/16 
Owens, Ward niniey, hg Pte , » 30/7/16 
Parry, Thomas H , 176 e,k, 
Parsons, eae 21706, Pte , » 30/7/16 
Ferteee Benannin, I 697, Sgt | k org ia6 
Pearson, Herbert Osw d, aiaz% L/Cpl, , 30/7/16 
Peart, Henry, Syre. Pte yk, 11/7/16 
, Gilbert, 24353. Bie ; pe 30/7} ie 
Pierce, Edward, 1792 . 30/7/16 
8, Norman aa sae ‘Cpl i as 
Plaskett, Wilham Chris , 17681, Pte , k , 30 /7/ 16 
Power, Vincent Michael, 17443, ee K 30/7/16 
Pnngle, Leonard, 17928, L/Cpl, 1 o/Ti36 
Proctor, John Thomas, 51771, Pre ,k, 9/4/17 
Proctor, Oswald, 17442, Pte, «,1 ae 
Proctor, Thomas Arthur, 52023, LSet , d , 11/4/17 
Prophett, Leslie, 17691, fie: As , 30, 7/16 
Pugh, Thomas, 17450, S 30/7 / 16 
Quayle, Richard John, Be 15 hee ae a 
Rawsthorne, Wilham Frederick, rere e,k,1/7 
Redshav, Wilham Parker, 5725, Pte, k, 9 a 17, ae 
I 5818, Army Cychst Corps 
Rees, John Morgan, 21607, ere »k, 30'7'16 
Reilly, Thomas, 52102, Pte, k, 18/10/16, formerly 2015, 
ster Regiment 
Riley, Charles A , 21618, Pte, 21/11 /6 
Rimmer, Richard, 17454, Pte , ai : 13/6/16 
Rozz, Albert, 46144, Pte, d, 10,4/17 
marr es Ulam James Kenningdale, 24244, Cpl, k, 
a1/3/t 
Roberts, spares, 48457, Pte, a 2/4 17 
Roberts, Jesse Horatio, 24379, P Pe 16 
noe rts, James Robert, fag est ea 30/7/10 
Roper, George, 17703, Sgt 
Roots, Herbert Henry, 10668, g, Pie, 1 eaiehe 
Roper, John Henry, 24246, Pre ck; 30/7 16 
s, Wilham McIntosh, 5 7500, Cor , 9/4/17, formerly 
“ioet Seaforth Highlan 
Rowe, Norman S , 52217, Pte , k , 20/10/16, formerly 3418, 
R J alg Regiment k /6/ 
r, James R , 17706, Pte , k , 30/6/16 
mee Thomas A, 52186, 6, Pte , k , 18/10/16, formerly 3280, 
Manchester Regiment 
Scarth, Lawrence, 27534, Pre, k, 3Ov7/ 16 
Scott, Joseph Vincent, 17948, 8, Pte’ » 30, he 
Shaw, William James, 52055, Set, 9/4 
Shipman, Alan, 17481, L/Sgt, a eer 


10/16 
30/7/16 


Shipton, Fred Wilham, 52086, Pte , k, 9/4/17. 
Shortall, William, 17722, Pte, k, 1/ /16 
ter, Arthur J James Horace, 21727, Pte , k., 30/7/16 
aster, Qe Thomas Wilson, 21688, Pte , k., 11/7/16 
aus core Arthur, 17466, Pte , d '32/2/1 
che ile io 57903, Pte , d »2i a0 formerly 
"azo. my Cychst Cor 
Smuth, Harry Tueton, 17954 Pte , Pe 31/7/16 
Smith, Stanley Herbert, 21789, Pte , k, 1/7/16 
Smyth, Daniel, 27315, Pte, ok 5 Sy 
Sowerby, Arthur 17462, L/Cpl, k , 30/7/16 
Sowerby, James A , 17479, Pte k k , 30/7/16 
Spencer, Joseph, 50058, Pte, k , 23/6/17, formerly T/4/ 
23486, Royal Army Sealed Corps 
Stanley, Alfred, 57893, Pte, k, 9/4/17, formerly 12435, 
Army Cyclist Corps 
Stephenson, Sidney, 26533, Pte , k 1 3047/16 
Surrup, Walter, 17468, Pte, d, 13 a 
Sullivan, Joseph Meany: 174725 Pte aay 16 
Taylor, Arthur 29659, Pte , Ks 30/7 
Taylor, Edward Harold, 33229, ofa k , 30/7/16. 
Taylor, Kingsford, 31847, Pte, k, 9/4/ 17 
Teiford, Thomas William, 21670, Pte , k , 9/4/17 
Thomas, Charles Robert, 21683, L/Cpl, d, a6 sii: 


mas, James, 17962, Pte , , 11/7/16 
Thomson, Ge orge Frederick, ae Ete , k , 30/7/16 
Thorp, Frederic arse, Fie = fon f 16 
Travis, Joseph, 36213, Pte, 9/4/17 
Tunna, obert, 29120, Pte’ : a ve guise 
Tunstall, George, 17488, Pte A 8/7/16 


Turner, ‘Arthur, 17959 Pte, k, ey ehe 

Turner, Richard, 21637, Pre, ne h, 7/12/16 

Usher, George Edward, 17968, CSM, k, 30/7/16 

Voce, Henry Irvine, 21641, Pte , k , 30/7/16 

Wadman, Thomas, 17750, Pte ,d, 2/8/16 

Wainwright, Herbert, 21798, Pte, k , 24/11/16 

Walker, William John, §2092, Pte, k, 12/10/16 

Wallace, Robert, 26554, Pte, k, , Jo 7/16 

Walshe, Harold Cyn! Lee, 17759, fees k , 30/7/16 " 

Ward, james, 0220, Pte, k, 28 

Warren, John Henry, 17984, Pte wh ‘ “11/7/16 

Watling, William, n7e 78 ane : dh iy 13, $/16 

Webb, George, 30738, Pte 

Welbourne, Samuel, 18210, Pie eh ; a fa/17 

Weston, Henry A, rhs, eee : ; 30/7/16 

Whipp, Matthew, 21654, L/C pl, k , 30/7/16 

Whitby, aan 32064 Pte , k, 30, 7/16 

White, John Cuthbert, 17509, cs M ,k , 30/7/16 

Whitchocan Wuiham Frederick, 17496, p te »d, 4/2/16 

Wigham, Robert, 57851, Pee, k, 9/4/17, formerly 15851, 

Army Cychst Corps 

Wild, rss tS Ab Pte , sh 25/6/16 

Wilkinson I $03, Pte , k, qo07/3° 

Wilkinsgn, Lawrence Harold, 19498, Pte , k , 30/7/16 

Wilhams, Frank, 5165. Pre, k, ae 

Williams, Griff, 21435, Pte, k, "30/7/16 

Willams, eke 19791, Pte , k, 40/7 /16 

Williams, Norman or ah 17979, Bre, k, 11/7/16 

Viilson, Francis 17762, Pte 30/7/1 6 

Winkle, Edward E , 21796, Lee? ; ay ane 

Winter, "Lhomas, 26521, ate dh, Se 

Wiseman, George, 204299, Pte, k, 7/0/17 

Wood, Edward Henry, 744 Pte , xk, 30/7/ 16 

Wood, Thomas, 30179, Pl, k | ; 30, 7/16 

Wood, William, 24386, Pte , 1/7/16 

Woods, John, 30278, Pte , ibe 1/8/16 

Woolfenden, Bently, ‘774 46, sgt k, aol 4730 

Worsky, Albert seginald, 5440, Pre , ‘ 13/9/16 

ween Henry Langtord, tug Pre »k, 30/7/16 

Wrigh pa awn 77005: Cpl, d, 24 ae formerly 67 
Riding 1visional echt ee, ae 

Wrigley, ‘Wilharn Joseph, 21651, Pte, 7/16 


20th BATTALION 


erp Thomas, ae Pte, k , 20/1/16 
oseph, 57349 Pte , k., 9/4/17 formerly 1164, 
cca oe d Divisronal Cyclist pany 
Ainsworth, Charles Howard, 22598, Pte, Pa 30/7/16 
Aitken, Wuiham, 22304, Pre. , 26/6/16 
Allen, Henry, 22509, ,d, Ft 
n, Raymond, Eric, ierirs Pte , k., 30/7/36 
Aaaeicon arnur 49090 Pie, d, 30/1 Th 
Anderson, William, 49488, Pre’, k , 10/4/17, tient 1590, 
Lancashire Hussars Yeumanry 
Armstrong Herbert, 22310, | Pre, d, 12/4/ 17 


heroft, Charles, 29620, Pte, k, 1/7/16 


Askew, John, 31013, Pre, ‘ 26;6/16 
Atherton, Stephen, 22311, L/Cpl, k, 30/7/16 
Atherton, Wilham, 22607, Sgt, k , 30/7/16 
Austin, Harry Stanley, 22312, ate gene 16 
ee Joseph, 255 - Oe one 5/8/16 
» 22314, ; /7/16 

Bantoft, Thomas, Beha ek, 30/7/16 
Barclay, Robert, 22921, Pte. i , 21/7/16 
Barker, Harold, 21975, Pte, k, " 12/10/16, formerly 10090, 
ken Reserve Cavalry “ean is 

ington, George, 51722, ot 17 
Bason, Thomas, 22320, Pte , k., pine 
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the, Thomas Boswell, sae te Ns k, as Ethott, Joseph, heal aoe rant 
Bet Wullsacn Edward, 22 25, Pe 1 geal Entwi mas, 4 ee 
ae oe 23889 a rd Evans, Albert, aif: 4 9) 
ee ag at k., ag: formerly 2027, Evans, Frederick, 24231, Be’ » 14 ae 
Farrell, 8, 22995, , 6 “fie 
ck, Thomas, rg Set,k, fare 16 Fishwnck, Aaciensth uncanson, 2207 Pte , k , 30/7/16 
Bebe one, Mh) A aa/ te 10/1 Eiemang, be rard James Clare, 22081, Set, k » 30/7/16 
Bi ee 22014, Pte 0/7/16 hur 32335 Cpl, k , 90/7/16 
Weevora 22928, Cpl, d, s/h I tobalies William, $8933» Pre , &, 9/4/17 
Birch, Thomas Alfred, Bed e 1/7/16. Fox, John, 22377, Pte go47 5/7 /16 
Bird, , Edward, aagag, ot » 16 6/ sohie France, Charles, 22688 > LY pl, k, 30/7/16 
Blanchard ames, 48282, Pte, k, 25/4/37 Fraser, Wilham George, 22378, Pte > k , 30/7/16. 
zard, Gi les, 50088, Pte : k, 28/6/1 Fryer, Gowen, 22381, Sat, 30/7/16 
Boanid ’ David, 22020 k,1/7/1 Furness, joseph, 34960, F Ete» ic} 8/16 
Bolton "John, 22315, Bre , sd a 9/12/16 Gaffney, John, hn, 23936 : 30 7/16 
Bowden, William, 22931, Pte , a0 6/16 Garnett, Al 1, Aoi Pre 30/7/16 
fowler, John Francis, 22022, Pte /3/16 Garton, Sianiey Victor aa08 ior is \ 3/7/16 
Joba, 7380, L/Cpl, k, of 17, formerly 1057, Gilks, Arthur, 22091, 
et Pe Cych st Company Goldman, Harry, 10645, Fee, a sei 12/16 
ead Robert Nelson, 25 $1, Fe ,d, 10/9/16 , James, 22695, Pte , E 30/7 
Bradbury, James, 49490, ; 9/6/17, formerly 1979 Gordon, Jobn Joseph, 22094, Pte , a : u1/7/ - 
Lancashire Hussars Yeomanry Goudie, Reginald Dudley, 22697 e,k, 30/7/16 
Bradshaw, Alfred, 23916, Pte , n 11/7/16 Graham, Cyril Joseph 53064 a Pre i 10/16, formerly 
Bradshaw Nicholas, 22936, bie ; 3/7/16 23167, Leicester Regiment 
Braham, Percy, 21941, 5 Ky rib Gratham, George Euclid 23941, Cpl , k , 30/7/16 
Buckley, Benjami n, 22029, Pte , perie Green, Charles, 23017, , kK, 30/7/16 
Bullimore, alter, 53077, Be , k, 19/10/16, formerly Green, Samuel, 14636, ’ Pte , ‘k, "30/7/16 
12117, Leicester Regiment Greenhalgh, Tom Pierce, 2448 2, re. k , 7/1/16 
Bunn, Joseph, 22032, Pte , k , 30/7/16 Greenwood, Alfred, 21951, Cpl, 30/7/16 
Burgess illam homas, 22334, Pte, k, 11/2/16 Greer, George, 30236, Pte, k, sof 16 
Burns, *Walltam, 29141, Pte, k, 12/10 o/t 6 Gnce H 2319, Pte, k, 9/4/ 
Byrne, James, 22945, Pte : k, 1/7/16 Gwinnell, PCtatea 36686, Pte , k, o/4/a7 
Bennett, William, 22617, Pte, k, ab) Six6 Halewood, Edward, 22710, Cpl, k /1/16 
Callan, Frank James, $7446, Pte, k, 9/4/17, formerly Hampton, Harry, 38815, Pte 9/4/ 17 
Carri Highland Light ineanery Hancock, Edward, 22102, Pte , EAS 29/ 1/Q7 
perl gon, Jone Joseph, 22639 et 3/7/1 Hancock, Harry Irving, 33025, Pte ust 12/16 
, 21944, Lie _k, aia Handley, Joseph an 23024, L/Cp , 12/10/16 
Chaar Rovere 49499 pie . 9/4/x 7, formerly 1622, Hanley, Joseph, 22393 P 16/9/16 
Lancashire Hussars Yeomanry Hardwick, John, 5 608, he eae formerly 15676, 
Chisholm, Roderick, 57400, Pte, d, 20/4/17, formerly Lancashire Fusiliers 
098s Lowland Divisional Cyclist Company Harrison, Charles Norton, 23028, Pte , k , 3/7/16 
Chisnell ohn, 31674, Pte , d, 28/12/16 Harrison, John Alfred, 22099, Pte , k , 5 20/7/18 6 16 
Chorley, iiam, 22038, L/Cpl Pa: an 6/5/16 Harrison, John Pearson, 23027, Pte , k, 11/7/16 
Christian, Robert Charles, 36880, Pte , k , 12/10/16 Haselden, Percy, 23947, Pte, k, 0/7/16 
Coghlan, John, 29615, Cpl, k, 30/7/11 6 Hayden, Cyril, 49077, Pte , k : 9/4/17 
Colligan, James, 22958, Pte , k , 26/6/16 Hayden, Henry, 22400, Pte, k , 30/7/16 
Collett, Arthur, "22658, Pte , A F "30/7/1 6 Hayes, Samuel, ” 49076, Pte, f , 13/12/16 
Collins, Wilfred John, 26199, Pte ,d, seh tAlie Hayes, Thomas, 27183, Pte, k , 12/10/16 
Colvin, George, 22956, Pte, k , 3/7/16 Haynes, Thomas, 3302 MCicel k, 30/7/ 16 
Connor, Arthur, 29614, Pte , k , 30/7/16 Healy, Thomas Edwa 422714, Set | ,k, 25/4/17 
Cosgriff, Bernard, 22655, Pte , a, arte Heaney, Pestle 22715; Pte , r Spe 
Costello, ohn, 23925, Pte , k, 30/7 /16 Hedley, Rowland, 23949, pe k , 30/7/16 
Cowin, lam Jose “ 368 83, Bre. re 22/10/16 Hewitson, Harry, 22404, Pte , ke » 12/7/16 
Clark, Fred, 22647, »k, 30/7/1 Hibbert, Bertram, 2231, L/Cpl, k fe 
rke, ohn, 22954, Pte Jk : 0/7/16 16 Hickling, Albert Ernest, ie $654, L/Cpl , 7/8/16 
Clarke, Joseph Henry, 24456, aes k , 1/7/16 Findie, Wilham, 23034, » 30/7/16 
Clarkson genie 58648, Pte ; "11/4/ 17 Hobson, Leo, 38051, k | igs I 
Crawford, Alexander, 24448, S be’ k » 30/7/16 Hodgers, James, 22411, Pie , k, 30/76 16 
Cropper ‘John, 37379 Pte , k ; ie Hodgson, Herbert ham, 22412, , 30/7/16 
Cross, Fredenck, 99, L/Cpl , k , 30/7/16 Hodgson, Noel, 17614, Pte , d, 11/5 ne 
Crowther, James, ; 13, Pte, , 9/4/77, formerly 58712 Holding Harry, 49202, Pte ;: d, of8/ 17, formerly 27767, 
cashire Fusihers East Lanceitire Regiment 
Curley, Sydney, 22968, Pte , k , 30/7/16 Holland, John, 22730, Pt , k, 13/7/16 
Darcy, Henry, 2 3, Pte. i ; 0/7/30 Holman, Vivian Cyril, 49201, Lita , k , 9/6/17, formerly 
Davies, Ranund “fl - ae ida] 27761, East Lancashire Regiment 
Davies, George Henry, 22358, Lic I ; 5 ala Holt, John Dykes, 22415, L/Cpl, k , 12/7/16 
Davies, John Francis, 22667, Pte, k, 31/7 Hopwood, James, 35761, Pte, k , 30/7/16 
Davies, foseph 22051, k, o/g/it Hom, Alexander, 23036, Pte , 'k ; 30/7 ne 
Davies, erick, 29712, Pte , Bt 26/6/16 Hough, Alfred, 22119, Pte »k, 30/7/16 
V18, tees ch 25085, L/Cpl , i aple Houlson, Tom, 53075, Pte, k, 13/12/16, formerly 18786, 
De-La-Cruz, Nicholas, 24179) Pee ; 30/7/ 16 Leicester Regiment 
Delbanco, James, 22362, 30 is Housden, Charles Henry, aa se k 7f3/ 16 
Dempsey Gordon 22671, Sgt A 30 RG Houseman Wiliam, 24484, Pte , 7 ta/7/t 
Howard, Alfred James, 22724, biet 16 
Howell, Albert dward, 22728, Pte , i. 2 op 6/16. 
ty eid os Hughes, Albert, 29663 ag by 7/6 
Dilworth, John, 23931, Pte, k, 3/7/16 Hughes, John, 22123, Pte , 16 
Dobson, John James, 22675, Pte ° k ‘ 11/7/16 Hunt, Norman William, yaar ‘cot, Ke 3/7/16. 
Doherty, Albert Hugh, 322 2 Pte » 30/7/16. Hunt, Samuel, 36667, P 
Downey, Frederick, 20059, wk, aie Hurrell, Albert ohn, 23041, Pte, a i 7/16 
Doyle, ‘ames Patrick, 30280, Pie, d, us! 10/16 Ingham, Ernest Victor 22424, L/Cpl , 30/7/16. 
,» Wm John, Gis ri ; E 30/ /16 ackson, Ezra, 21343, aay 
Dunstas, Albert, 226 Fred L/Cp 10/16 aques, Richard Pcaa. x Ma27, k , 30/7/16 
Joseph, | . 482098, i 18 gale 7 lenkins, William Joseph, O144s Pte vk , 30/7/16, 
Danie: d, 22677, Pte, k, 20/19/16 lohnston, Sidney, 22138, > kK, 30/7/16 
Easton, Charles Henry, 22679 oe k , 30 orgt 16. fohnston, Wiliam Dunstan, ehaah. Pte , K of 4/7. 
Edgerton, alien (73335) o 14 I ones, Fredenck, 22740, C ew eee /16 
19 k, E30 Aust ‘ones, Hugh, 23955, 
vara, Es ey Wileaea 22 980, Pte da, 22/10/16. ones, n Bower, ae Sgt, ry 30/7/16 


Elneon, Joseph, 49083, Pte, d, seis ones, on Paul, 22741, Pte , kK, 30/7/16. 
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1, John Runmer Cartwright, pe Pte , k., 12/10/16. Phillips, Wilkam John, 1005 J 
-—--» Robert, 34393, Pte, k., 3 (pre Picken, James, $7597, ye d, eerie Fe lceuty 1156 
lones, ‘Thomas rick, 22130 » 30/7/16, Arm Cyclist Co 
fomes, William George, 22437 Pre , k. phi Piercy, Alfred, ape Pte a 12/10/16 
loynace, ee UaesgS7: Fhe ik 30 vais Pink, Geo » 30/7/1 
udd, W: 22438, 8, Pre, 30/7/16, Baker, 19627, Pre. 22217, Pte, k., 3/7/16 
lones fees 3 ou Pte , 6/8/ Poole, pete ack , Pte., ke, 30/7 a6 
andier, Conrad cLeka, Desh 6 k., 30/7/16. Porteous, John, 22 13, Pte ap 
King, Wiliam, 48091, Pte, ds 19/4/17 vowserty, Thomas, ae bre’ ry, _Te/t0/36. 
pe Go 34257, Serr a/iG ck, 2656 
Lawrenson, WHerbert, 23078, dg 5 ies 30/7/10. Pritchard Thomas 7bags, Pie - ey, 7 ara/e 
Lehan, Francis J Josep 22758, Phe & 1/16, Robert, 42221, » 11/5/16 
Lewis, Franks 2308 L/Cp » 3¢ bee "Edward, 22225, Pte., a 17/2/16 
Tenare. John, Stash. SMe 2 30/7/ Qualters, Edward, a25tt, Pte , k, 30/7/16 
John Charles. 22457, LG 0/10/16, M M. Quinns, Joseph, 26540, L/Cpl’, k* 30/7/16 
era SP John, 2 _k., eg oe Ramsbottom, John, 35165 Cpl t 30/7/16. 
Tattle, Charles, 22700, Pte , k , 30/7/16 Ramsden, Ralph, 22227, Pte, k , 30/ a/ Ae, 
Lockerb George, 49 70, Pte, k, 10/4/17. Reid, Alexander Muller, q24i%: Pte , ofglt6. 
Lomas Janes, 37395) k, yer! Richardson, Samuel, 22820, Pte, k, = ei 
Losh, John, 49205, , “d, 3/2/17 Roberts, Edward, 22821, ~~ , k, 19/10/16 
Lynch, Thomas J, 14956, Pte 30/7/16. Roberts, Gwelyn, 2 23814, Pte al 9/4/ ay 
Lee, Evan, 32717, Pre, d, 15/10/16 Roberts, Reoere, Ta 15, a rt » 30/7/16 
Mache, David, 49565, Pre , 9/4 /17 Roberts 22236, k, 30/7/16 
Macklin, Wilham, 23097, L/Cel, eae 16 Roche, Bb ileoror 1628, Pte, k, F avis 16 
y Alesender, 22475, L/ Lp, x, 7 9/16 Rogers, Ernest brose, Port L/Cpl, k, 20/11/16, 
Mahoney Machael, 41810, Pte. i ees 17 formerly 12019, Norfolk Regiment 
Maine, Joseph, 22 22464, Cpl 12/10 ree Rowlands, David C, 34301, Pte, k, 9/4/17 
; sat, ‘aft ep, k, 14/3/17 Sanders, Albert Edward enry, 1727, ve: 19/3/17. 
+ pene Linde 3196, Pte, k, 19/10/ ‘ormerly Sanderson, James, 37251, Pte, d, 23/10 15 
10659, Leicester Raeaceat Sands, Samuel John, 55140, Pre , k., 12/10/16, formerly 
Jone oseph H., 22767, Pre, k, 30/7/16 7182, Norfolk Regiment 
23095, Pte , k., 30/7 7/16 Saul, Thomas P , aza47, Pee. d, /248fx6 
Matthews, Albert, 30235, Pte i x 30/7/16 Saywell, Edgar, 29280, k’, 30/7 
Mawdsley: Herbert, 22765, Pte, k, 12/10/16 Scaife, Robert Henry, 22521, Pte A/S 
McArdle, Robert, 22470, Cpl 7 k, a1/3/ 17 Schofield, Charles C 23079, L ahs solaris 
McCool John James, 490 5p. Pte., » 10/4/17 Scholfield Fredenck G , 29135, Pte ,k, a /7/t 
M , John, 22168, L/Cpl. re 1/9/16 Searson, Clarence, 22524, Pre, d, ae 
McEvoy, Bernard, ” 38230, Pte L K a poeigerte Seddon, John, 36661, Pte, k, "26 4/17 
McEvoy, Ernest A, 24471, » 21/3/17 Sharp, William H, 2 827, Pte, k, 1/7/16 
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Arm Sadebothain, Robert Frederick, ‘29623, a ; Ke, Vy 
Meing ‘Phoenas,, 23112, L/Cpl, ry ion Simmonds, Percy Grenfell, pzzs3t, 
Mellor, James, 23113, Pte., d : 5/6 ay Sixsmith, Richard, 22539, Pte, CP ne 
Arthur, 51728, a d, au) Slater, Percival A. a ae rE ee ae 
Monee N Hobe, 23115, Ais , Ave Sloan, Dantel, 36 ss, Be XY 
Mitchell, Robert, 57450, Pte S olarie. formerly 1108 Smaller, James Mec s 494, »t ti 
Army Cyclist rps Smallshaw, James, 38140, ay 5 ren 
Molyneux, Ells, 22782, Sgt., k, arene Smith, George, 22259, te “d 
Moody, Frank, 22484, Pre, , 20/8/1 Smith, Herbert John, 228 45 Fre, a. 5/8/16. 
Moore, Alfred, 29716, Pte, k., 20/7/36 ohn Henry, 36380, Pte, k 
Moore, Dennis t, 221 9, ia, yh ae Sak rien 22257, Pre, k re DCM. 
Moran Edward tfc L/Cpl , ay Smith, W uham James §2027 ae J 9/11/16 
Mor, Fredenck pb. 32700, abi 12/10/16 Soden, Harry, Re. nald d, nat tag k, 30/7/36 
Morley, James, 22784 » Kk, 30/7/16 Speet, Alfred Arc 5 ET Pte 28/4/17 
Morns, ur, 2279, Pe » k., 30/7/16 Spencer, William, 27015. L/ = bi olay 
‘ 22175, Pte, k , 30/7/16 Stretch, Thomas, 2971 
Morrss, Harold, 22177, Pte., k, 3 97/16 Stringer, John, 222 fg Peake xk, ie 
Morns, conigrpbe H, 36048 Pre . Beene Stringer, Jose oh Hilton, Seah Bag » 30/7/16 
Mortumore, R 22488, Pre, k, 12/10/16 Sucksmith bert, 37410, Pte, 4/17 
Moulton, Huchard William, 22181, "A/C SM,k., , 20/10/16 Sullivan, John James, 22545 L/ (Col 4130/97/16 
Murphy, Geon €, 49087, Pte, k., 9/4/17 Sutton , 22854, Pte ke? 
Murphy, Josep » 23877, Pte Am 3/7/16. Swift, Harold, - che Pte, so es is 
Murph 7 homas, 22787, A ao 3 Swift, Robert, 3 , Pte, ‘ ,12 sorne 
ewall, Arthur r Syd ey, 22189 » Lich 30/7/16. Taggart Herbert tonics ¥0 ro ,d, 21/9/16 
Newbold, Charles, 22188, Pte -» 30/7/ 16, Tait, of Wale, 23 Ce gt, Kk: 30/7/1 
Newton "Albert, 35°: = et 20/10/16 Tallis, Pack 23839, Sgt, k, 12/10/16. 
Ney, ere k., ry 7/16, Taylor, nae 1, , k, 20/10/16 
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» John J , 22191, L/Cpl, I Thomas, rt ,» k, 30/7/26 
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24240, Pre , k., 12/10/16, Warburton, , 22526, Fre, E30) 7/6 
penny, Wills anon ie oa /16. wens Jobe Wilner err a S40 {4 ‘14/10/16. 
,» Wilam, T., Z3tss. I arren, ’ 2 “ 
Peterson, Wake. 4 Wethinson, W 1670, Pre., 4. d., 36/6/16. 
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a Bartholomew, 8101 po ay a Salonica, 27/2/17, Rogers, Harry, 81022, Pte 
8 


, Salonica, 27/2/17, former! 
a Wiab Ralls ae 


Figure 63953, Roval We a eran as /at/16, 440 va 6 Pe ke a Valin ds : 
r/ir/t Willis, st, 8102 onica, 27/2/17, forme 
ses ee eS sor lrosstue shire Light a ee - 15361, South Wales Borderers. ones f si 
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TRAINING RESERVE 
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Bache, William, teas eae Pte , 15/3/ 17 Murphy, James, eaias, Bre dh 1 sat 
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ohn Fredenck, 50622, ,d . we ‘17, formerly 40445, Welsh Regiment 
peers Welsh Reprsient Price, Joseph Crossley, gissey Ete oy ey S/ai 17 
Dalhmore, George W , 40905, Pte, ra , 18/12/16 ley, Frank, 79299, P | h, 19/6 
Davies, Thomas A Arthur, 8126s, Pre ,d h., 6/5/17, formerly Robinson, John, 66567, Pre, d, aha formerly 5096, 
43701, Connie Regiment North Lancashire Regiment , 
Gascoigne, William Thomas, 80213, Pte, o h., 11/6/17, Rowbottom, Harry, 62853, Pte, Riya 
former! ty. reas, Royal Army Medical gs Rushworth, Harry, 62856, Fe 7 3/6/19 
Goodwin, Wilham Ephraim Tudor, ie d hb, Rutter, Mark, 62863, Pte, ,'20/4/ 17 
22°2,/17 Sore} Pekieal (5567, Soy . dh , 23/12/16 
Gnffiths, George Albert, pa0te, Pee; dh, 7/3/17 63100, Pte, d, se 
Gmmshaw, John, 59702, Pte ,d h, 2/2/17, fecseny SSI71 Sant d cece ae Pte , ‘d b + 30/5/17 
Cheshire Regiment Smith, John homas, 7 Bee , Pte, » 23/5/17 
Handley, Edward, 68018, Pte , d h., jae Stanton, Henry, 8 ot Payot formeiiy 38830, 
Handey, Frank, 65434 Pre , »2 /2/ 17 South Wales 
HE lapad Herbert, 56190, Pte |, Aa 24/6/16 Stapleton, John, cbr Pte , dh, 24/1/17, formerly 
Florance, 5 55236, Pre , , 18/4/17, formerly 38830, South Wales Borderers 
4868 Cheshire Regiment Timperon, Robert, 72420, Pte, d h, 13/4/17. 
fackson: oseph, piped Pte, d h., 2/10/16, formerly Treseder, James Wilkam, 65375, Pe os ae 
39434, V elsh Thomas, Edward, 64581, Pte 8 (3/87 
kingon, Vlerbert, ‘65438, 4 ah. be pali7 Webster, Frank, 40524, Pte’, “4 ase 2/8/16, formerly 
ones, corti ei 92, » 13/10/16, formerly 31280, Le Lancashire cca 
31% 1, pabaar Remtnent Wellock, Henry, 62875, Pte, 4/6/17, formerly 64036, 
‘iibam He 42093, k, 3/5/37, formerly oya elsh Fusiliers 
6529, East Lancashire, fa hea Wilhams, Thomas, 44175, Pte, d, 20/4/17, formerly 


Lee, | uham, 77178, Pte, ‘te ae 35468, W Welsh Regiment 
Lewis, Thomas G , 76697, Pre h., 21/85/17, formerly Wort on, Thomas Alfred, 65462, Pte ,d h., 1/3/17. 
6009, Welsh Regiment Yarker, John Edward, 71857, Pte., d., 13/4/17. 


INDEX 


BATTALIONS: 


Ist; 242, 285, 286, 288-290, 294, 299, 301, 
303, 305-307, 347-353, 356, 369, 374, 
375, 378-380, 389, 401, 409, 410-412, 
420-423. 


4th: 240, 242, 248, 280, 282-284, 316-318, 
356, 357, 369, 401, 402, 403, 404, 415, 
41 e 


1/5th:240, 243, 244, 250, 251, 252, 253, 299, 
300, 302-304, 307-312, 323-325, 326, 
3275 3315 332, 334 335, 336, 360, 361, 
370, 423, 424. 


1/6th:240, 243, 244, 250, 252-254, 299, 300, 
302-304, 307-309, 311, 312, 323-325, 
326, 327, 331-334 335» 358-361, 370, 
423, 424. 


1/7th:240, 243, 244, 250, 252-254, 299, 302- 
304, 307-309, 323-325, 327, 331-335, 
370, 423, 425. 


1/8th:240, 243, 244, 248-250, 252, 255, 299- 
301, 302-306, 311, 323, 325-327, 331, 
335» 335, 37% 423, 425, 426 

1/gth:240, 243, 244, 250, 252-255, 299, 302, 
304, 311-314, 323-327, 331-333, 335, 
370, 423, 425. 

1/toth: 240, 243, 244, 250, 252, 255, 293, 298, 
299, 303, 307, 310, 311, 313, 322, 323, 
326, 327, 331, 336, 358, 359, 361, 370, 
423, 426. 

2/5th: 369, 372, 428, 429. 


2/6th: 369, 372, 428-432. 


Orricers anp V.C.s (p. 


485 


2/7th: 369, 372, 428, 429, 431-436. 
2/8th: 369, 372, 428, 429, 436. 
2/gth: 369, 372, 428, 429, 436-438. 
2/t1oth: 369, 372, 428, 429, 436-441. 


11th: 


12th: 


13th: 


17th: 


18th: 


Tgth: 


20th: 


Operations (p. 487) 


244, 285, 286, 290, 291, 327, 328, 361, 
362, 371, 380, 381, 390-392, 400, 410, 
414, 426, 


2445 245, 293, 318-322, 327, 329, 330s 
337-340, 362, 371, 382, 383, 417-420. 


240, 241, 279, 280-282, 285-288, 314- 
316, 347, 353, 363 3715 393s 394» 400, 
401, 410, 412-414, 426 


245-247, 256, 257, 263-267, 272, 273, 
277-279, 295, 298, 299, 341-343, 363, 
371, 384, 389, 396, 397-400, 406, 407, 
427, 428 


245-247, 255, 256, 263-273, 276, 277, 
279» 293, 294, 298, 299, 341, 343-345; 
363, 371, 383, 384, 389, 390, 394s 395; 
398, 404-406, 427, 428 


245-247, 256, 263-268, 272, 273, 277- 
279, 295, 297, 298, 299, 341-343, 363; 
364, 371, 383, 384, 389, 396, 397-400, 
406, 407, 427, 428. 

245-247, 256, 263-268, 272-274, 277- 
279, 295-297, 299, 341-343, 345, 363- 
366, 371, 383, 384, 389, 390, 396, 397- 
4.00, 407, 427, 428. 


486) 


486 INDEX 


OFFICERS anD V.C.s: 


Alban, Major, 409. 
Allen, Lieut.-Colonel J. W., 242 
Bannatyne, Lieut.-Colonel J. Millar, 412. 
Bannatyne, Lieut.-Colonel W., 412 
Bannatyne, Lieut.-Colonel W. S., 412. 
Bailey, Lieut.-Colonel V. T., 286. 
Baxter, V. C., Lieut. E. F., 249. 
Beall, Lieut.-Colonel, 317, 356, 369. 
Bradley, Major C. G., 244. 

» Lieut -Colonel C. G., 250. 
Bowden, Major, 276. 
Campbell, Lieut.-Colonel W. L., 384, 395. 
Chavasse, V. C., Capt. N. G., 292, 311, 321, 322. 
Cobham, Lieut.-Colonel H. W., 265, 295, 343. 

a Bng.-Gen H. W., 371 
Cranston, Lieut.-Colonel, W. J., 371. 
Daly, Bng.-Gen A. C., 307. 
Davidson, Lieut.-Colonel J R., 250, 310, 311, 370. 
Denham, Lieut.-Colonel L. S., 265 
Derby, Lord, 274, 342. 
Douglas, Lieut.-Colonel J. W. H. T., 384, 389. 
Drew, Major F. W. M., 311. 

»» Lieut.-Colonel F. M., 359, 361; 370. 

Duncan, Bng.-Gen F. J., 240. 

» Mayor H. J., 310 
Fagan, Lieut.-Colonel E A., 248, 300 
Fairfax, Lieut -Colonel B. C., 265, 267, 278, 295, 

298. 
Fairnie, Lieut.-Colonel A., 372, 436. 
Fletcher, Lieut.-Colonel W. A. L., 372, 429. 
Gibbons, Lieut -Col A. St Hill, 282 
Goff, Major C., 242. 
» Lieut -Colonel C , 285, 301, 305. 

Harrison, Lieut -Colonel E. S., 250, 300. 
Heath, Lieut -Colonel S. C., 370 
James, Mayor C. P , 244. 
Jeudwine, Major-General, 240, 361. 


Jones, V.C., Sergeant D., 293, 321, 322. 

Keet, Major, 310. 

Leech, Lieut.-Colonel H., 336. 

Leggatt, Lieut.-Colonel A. F. S., 372, 436, 438, 

McErvel, Mayor, 306. 

McKaig, Major J. B., 333, 334- 

»  Lieut.-Colonel J. B., 359, 360, 370. 

Mahony, Major M. J., 309. 

Marmot, Lieut.-Colonel C., 250, 308. 

Nicholson, Lieut.-Colonel L. St. C., 245. 

Norris, Lieut.-Colonel S. E., 347, 350, 352, 369, 
410, 421, 422. 

North, Lieut.-Colonel P. H., 372, 436. 

Ogle, Lieut.-Colonel E. C., 371. 

Owen, Major Mostyn, 406. 

Peck, Lieut -Colonel J. N., 389. 

Pinwill, Lieut -Colonel W. R., 294. 

Potter, Lieut.-Colonel C. K., 242, 333, 335, 370. 

Proctor, V.C., Private A. H., 251. 

Ramsay, Lieut -Colonel F. W., 244. 

Rollo, Lieut.-Colonel G., 295, 298, 384, 389. 

Seton, Major C H., 287, 315, 316. 

Shute, Lieut -Colonel J. J., 243, 250, 300, 307, 
308, 309, 310, 325, 334, 370. 

Slater, Lieut.-Colonel W. J., 372, 432, 436. 

Smythe, Lieut -Colonel, 394. 

Stanley, Brig -General the Hon. F. C., 255, 296, 
298, 342, 363, 366, 372, 385, 427. 

Stanley-Cohen, Lieut.-Colonel J , 372, 429. 

Steavenson, Brig.-General C. J., 295. 

Trant, Major, 341. 

Trotter, Lieut.-Colonel E. H., 266, 268, 276, 294. 

Vince, Major A. N., 245. 

Wainwright, Mayor R., 331. 

Woodhouse, Major H. K. S., 323, 334, 335- 

Lieut-Colonel H. K. S., 370. 


%? 


INDEX 487 


'PERATIONS;: 


lbert, 1916, The Battle of, 263. 
acre, 1916, The Battle of The, 345. 
ras, 1917, Lhe Battles of, 386. 
tleux, The Battle of, 408. 
wentin Ridge, The Battle of, 279. 
ombles, ‘The Capture of, 332. 
elville Wood, The Battle of, 284. 
lers-Courcelette, The Battle of, 327. 
inchy, The Battle of, 322. 
ueudecourt, The Capture of, 332. 
uillemont, The Battle of, 292. 
. The First Attack, 293. 
- The Second Attack, 294. 
3 The Third Attack, 300. 
9 The Fourth Attack, 314. 
as The Final Attack, 318. 


indenburg Line, The German Retreat to, 377. 


” » Actions on The, 414. 


Les Beeufs, The Capture of, 332. 
Le Transloy, The Battle of, 337. 
Miraumont, The Actions of, 373. 
Montauban, The Capture of, 263. 
Morval, The Battle of, 332. 
Scarpe, 1917, The First Battle of The, 390. 
» 99 Lhe Second Battle of The, 402. 
» 99 Lhe Third Battle of The, 410. 
Second Winter in the Trenches, The Close of the, 
239. 
Somme, 1916, The Battles of The, 258. 
Third Winter in the Trenches, The, 355. 
Trench Warfare to the Eve of the Somme Battles, 
1916, 239. 
Trench Warfare, The Summer of 1917, 418. 
Trénes Wood, 274. 
Winter of 1916-1917, A Retrospect and the, 368. 


